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Encouraging Political Parties 
to Prioritize and Realize the 
Common Good

Examining the Effectiveness of Correctional 
Programs in Suppressing Recidivism 

Almost all aspects of the nation’s 
governance are based on political 
decisions or policies. Therefore, the 
role of politicians, in that context, is 
highly significant. Consequently, po-
litical parties are expected to be able 
to present credible and competent 
cadres or politicians to become 
members of the House of Represen-
tatives/People’s Consultative As-
sembly (DPR/MPR) and Regional 
Legislative Councils (DPRD) in the 
provinces and regencies/cities. The 
credibility and competence of the 
politicians community will enable 
political parties to realize the com-
mon good.

The dynamics of the nation’s life 
are regulated by laws, as govern-
ment regulations and regional regu-
lations. After absorbing and sum-
marizing public aspirations, the 
seeds and drafts of political deci-
sions or policies are initiated, debat-
ed, discussed and agreed upon by 
politicians in parliament together 
with the elements of the Executive 

The manhunt for “IS”, 26, a sus-
pect in the murder of Nia Kurnia 
Sari/NKS (18 years old), a girl who 
sold fried food around the village, 
ended on the 11th day. The police 
cornered and arrested him in the at-
tic of a vacant house in Kayu Tana 
Pariaman, West Sumatra.

The NKS case is one of many cas-
es of sexual violence resulting in the 
death of a woman, or “femicide”, con-
firming the weak deterrence of pun-
ishment for perpetrators of crimes. 
In the case of NKS, the suspect is a 
recidivist in a case echoing this trag-
edy. His release from a correctional 
institution tends to confirm that not 
all ex-convicts deserve a second 
chance.

Regarding this repeat offense, fo-
rensic psychology Reza Indragiri Am-
riel questioned the judgment of the 
Law and Human Rights Ministry 
(Kemenkumham) and the Security 
and  Pub l i c  O r de r  O f f i c e r s 
(Bhabinkamtibmas) of the Indone-
sian police, claiming this casts a 
shadow over the effectiveness of the 
correctional program, promoted by 
Kemenkumham, in suppressing the 
potential for recidivism.

The correctional program for re-
cidivists, created by the Government 
of Indonesia, provides guidance to 

or government to become laws or 
public regulations.

Not only initiating, discussing 
and designing laws and regulations 
that apply to the public, the demo-
cratic system also gives rights and 
authority to political parties to ap-
point and nominate candidates for 
public leaders at all levels, including 
president, governor, regent and may-
or. Thus, the role and contribution of 
political parties and politicians in all 
aspects of the nation’s governance 
become highly prominent.

History has recorded that the fu-
ture direction of the nation-state is 
more or less determined by the 
ideas, considerations and political 
agreements of politicians in parlia-
ment. The same applies to the re-
gions’ future direction. At its ex-
treme, the positive and negative 
dynamics of the nation’s life are af-
fected by the politician communities 
who usually come from several polit-
ical parties. A wise and statesman-
like politician community must be 
driven and focused on realizing the 
common good. On the other hand, 
politicians who are unreliable, in-
competent and reckless are highly 
likely to ruin the order.

These days, all elements of society 
are concerned about the order of the 
nation’s life, which is far from ideal. 
This concern has been ongoing for a 
long time. Many communities find it 
difficult to believe it when they see 
the weak nation-state, which is un-
able to prevent the actions and esca-
pades of some politicians who jeop-
ardize the order of the nation’s life. 
For their own petty interests, democ-
racy is manipulated.

The principles of appropriateness 
and propriety are disregarded. The 
logic of right and proper is turned 
upside down, and everyone is forced 
to accept what is wrong as truth. A 
decision or legal provision born from 
a morally and ethically flawed pro-
cess is still accepted and implement-
ed. Meanwhile, the public’s common 
sense realizes that a legal provision 
from a morally and ethically flawed 
process cannot be implemented 
(non-executable).

The public is sorrowful and anx-

criminals, with the objective of trans-
forming attitudes and behavior of in-
mates, so that they might be able to 
more easily adapt to society, after 
serving their time. The correctional 
program is a space for educating 
criminals, encouraging them to 
change their behavior as preparation 
for returning to society (“social reinte-
gration”).

The importance of the correctional 
program as an educational facility for 
inmates is codified in Corrections Law 
12 of 1995. This program was put in 
place, considering that there is a so-
cial stigma that ex-convicts will most 
probably repeat their criminal behav-
ior.

February 2020 data from the Di-
rectorate General of Corrections (Dit-
jenPas) records that of the total 
268,001 prisoners and convicts in 
detention, 18.12% were classified as 
recidivists. There are different and in-
tertwined definitions of “prisoners”, 
“convicts” and “recidivists”. According 
to the online Great Dictionary of the 
Indonesian Language (KBBI), a pris-
oner can be defined as “…an individ-
ual who is detained for alleged crimi-
nal acts, but has not yet been 
sentenced by a court of law”. 

Meanwhile, a convict is a person 
who is subject to a “Guilty” verdict in 

ious because they see the state is 
powerless to prevent the machina-
tion of abnormal processes that are 
getting rife today. The public is 
aware and notes that corruption be-
comes increasingly unrestrained. 
Instead of responding to corruption 
cases that the public is concerned 
about, law enforcement authorities 
seem to implement discriminatory 
enforcement or selective justice in 
responding to cases.

As a result, the public hold an 
extremely negative perception re-
garding the nation’s life today. In the 
public space, people express that 
Indonesia has transformed into a 
kleptocratic state, not a democratic 
state. This is disheartening because 
the nation-state is incapable to stop 
the tendency of kleptocracy, or 
stealing the wealth of the nation, by 
a few key powers. The insinuation 
about a kleptocratic state was once 
hinted by President-elect Prabowo 
Subianto in the third week of Febru-
ary 2019 at the Ahlith Thoriqoh Sya-
thoriyah Annahdliyah Silaturahim 
forum at the Kyai Tambak Deres 
Religious Congregation, Surabaya.

Kleptocratic state is not the only 
viral term in the public space but 
there is also “trias koruptica”. This 
term - a pun on trias politica - 
emerges because of the state’s in-
consistency in fighting corruption. 
The issues do not stop here. Ap-
proaching the upcoming regional 
head election (Pilkada) this year, all 
elements of society are focused on 
political cartelization. Many have ex-
pressed their disappointment to see 
that many political parties seem to 
almost lose their ideology, and were 
willing to be “coerced” to become 
members of a political cartelization, 
which is formed using state resourc-
es.

The varied negative perceptions 
describing this abnormality reflect 
the community’s disappointment 
and rage, which is echoed in the 
public because Indonesia’s current 
abnormality has become a severe 
blow to almost 50 million mid-
dle-class people in this country. 
They have lost their jobs due to the 
deteriorating state of the manufac-

a court of law and is serving a sen-
tence for a criminal act. 

Lastly, a “recidivist” refers to a for-
mer convict who has committed a 
criminal act and is discovered to have 
committed the same or a different 
type of crime. 

DitjenPas lists 204,185 convicts 
with “recidivist” status. In addition, 
as of February 2020, 30,000 convicts 
have undergone “assimilation and 
social integration”, following the 
Covid-19 events. This large figure has 
aroused anxiety throughout the com-
munity, also driven by news reports 
about convicts who have repeated 
their crimes. In actual fact, the recid-
ivism rate in Indonesia is still within 
a global ratio range of 14-45%.

The risks of convicts committing 
repeat offenses may be caused by 
various factors, intrinsically and ex-
trinsically. An internal factor may 
derive from an individual’s motivation 
to commit a crime. This may derive 
from their interaction with fellow in-
mates, resulting in a “knowledge 
transfer” of skills necessary to com-
mit a crime.

The second factor that may influ-
ence convicts to repeat their crime is 
the extrinsic factor, which may result 
from an unfair attitude in society that 
a convict’s behavior is impossible to 

turing industry, but at the same 
time, they still have to pay their tax-
es.

Therefore, it is not far-fetched to 
say that the rage and disappoint-
ment are directed not only at the reg-
ulators but also at the political par-
ties and the political community in 
parliament. What the public under-
stands is that all aspects of the na-
tion’s governance are based on polit-
ical decisions or policies formulated 
in parliament.

Indonesia’s current abnormality 
should also be internalized and be-
come a concern for politicians amid 
their industries in preparing for their 
participation in the 2024 simultane-
ous Pilkada. With its extraordinary 
destructive power, the current ab-
normality has become a time bomb. 
Its explosion can bring about a 
multi-dimensional crisis. Thus, all 
political parties are encouraged to 
prioritize the immediate realization of 
the common good.

Correcting Indonesia’s current 
abnormality, indeed, must begin by 
encouraging all political parties to 
make internal improvements, in-
cluding the recruitment system and 
cadre development process. Political 
parties are the backbone of democ-
racy and the most strategic starting 
point for realizing a good and proper 
state administration according to the 
constitution. It is also a crucial factor 
in realizing people’s prosperity and 
welfare.

As a matter of fact, political par-
ties are given the right and authority 
to nominate presidential and 
vice-presidential candidates in the 
elections, and they are also mandat-
ed by law to select public officials at 
the regional and central levels, either 
through general elections or regional 
elections. Through their members in 
parliament, political parties are also 
granted the authority to conduct fit 
and proper tests to select the Indo-
nesian National Armed Forces (TNI) 
Commander, the Chief of Police, the 
Attorney General, senior gover -
nors-deputy governors of Bank Indo-
nesia, leaders and members of the 
Supreme Audit Agency (BPK), the 
Judicial Commission, the Corruption 

Eradication Commission (KPK), the 
General Elections Commission 
(KPU), supreme court justices and 
constitutional judges. 

Internal improvements to political 
parties must be prioritized because 
everyone knows that there are prob-
lems within political parties them-
selves. According to a study by the 
Indonesian Institute of Sciences 
(LIPI) and the KPK, there are at least 
four integrity problems in political 
parties. First, the absence ethical 
standards. Political parties should 
be able to encourage the generation 
of politicians who have integrity, 
fight for public aspirations and real-
ize good governance. Political parties 
must also set internal ethical stan-
dards to reduce the risk of political 
corruption. Based on the KPK data 
from 2004 to 2023, the number of 
corruption cases involving political 
parties members reached 344 cases.

The second problem is cadre for-
mation and recruitment standards. 
Currently, the recruitment system in 
political parties is not standardized, 
nontransparent and unaccountable. 
As a result, the recruitment mostly 
involves the family circle and politi-
cal relatives of the political party 
elites. In addition, there is no tiered 
cadre formation process. The third 
problem is party funding, and the 
fourth is the challenge in realizing 
internal democracy within the party.

It would be ideal if Indonesia’s ab-
normalities today are addressed with 
constructive responses from all po-
litical parties. With such a strategic 
role in the nation’s life, political par-
ties must be more observant and 
daring to take the initiative to realize 
the common good.
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change, so that they do not deserve a 
second chance. Either or both of 
these two factors can be the cause of 
repeat offenses.

Therefore, to increase correctional 
program effectiveness, officers should 
prepare educational materials con-
taining knowledge about the law and 
the likely repercussions for repeat 
crimes. By providing such material, it 
is hoped that the convicts will be de-
terred from committing the same or 
other types of offenses.
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