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The November-December 2022 edition of the Indonesian Update features a 
main report on the 16-Day  Campaign on Anti-Violence against Women (16 
HAKTP). The campaign, which was initiated by the activists from the Center 
for Women’s Global Leadership Institute in 1991, continues to be coordinated 
every year as a strategy for organizing individuals and organizations around the 
world to call for the prevention and elimination of violence against women and 
girls.

In the economic field, the Indonesian Update discusses the dynamics of 
increasing the excise tariffs on tobacco products. The determination of the 
CHT tariff for cigarettes at 10 percent in 2023 and 2024 has attracted many 
pros and cons. Next, we discuss Indonesia’s presidency of the G20. Indonesia’s 
presidency of the G20 has opened many opportunities that can increase the 
resilience of the Indonesian economy in the midst of the recovery process and 
the threat of a crisis.

In the field of law, the Indonesian Update raises the issue of corruption, which is 
one example of crime that cannot be defined because it will narrow its meaning 
in the law enforcement processes. Next, we discuss the resolution of cases and 
problems of the ITE Law through restorative justice.

In the political field, the Indonesian Update raises a topic that the DPR RI has 
only ratified one of the four bills that are deemed important to protect women 
in 2022. For this reason, the DPR RI needs to immediately discuss and ratify 
three bills that are considered priorities to protect women. Next, we discuss 
the formation of an ad hoc body for the 2024 Simultaneous General Election 
and Pilkada. In addition, we discuss a number of names that have emerged as 
candidates for the vice president position with the highest levels of electability 
according to the survey results of several institutions.

The monthly publication of the Indonesian Update with actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business institutions – as 
well as academics, think tanks, and elements of civil society, both at home 
and abroad, to obtain actual information and contextual analysis of economic 
conditions, political, social, and legal issues in Indonesia, as well as an 
understanding of public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FOREWORD
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This year, we are entering the 31st year of the 16-Day of Anti-
Violence against Women Campaign (16 Hari Anti Kekerasan 
Terhadap Perempuan/HAKTP). The campaign, which was initiated 
by the activists from the Center for Women’s Global Leadership 
Institute in 1991, continues to be coordinated annually as a strategy 
for organizing individuals and organizations around the world to call 
for the prevention and elimination of violence against women and 
girls (unwomen.org, n.d.).

To support this initiative, the United Nations through the United 
Nations Secretary-General’s UNiTE by 2030 to End Violence 
against Women campaign (UNiTE campaign) aims for the end of 
all types of violence against women and girls by 2030. These efforts 
are carried out by increasing public awareness, advocacy, and 
strengthening knowledge and innovation. In addition, the elimination 
of violence against women and girls is also the fifth target of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Some of these things 
demonstrate a global commitment to eliminating violence against 
women and girls.

In Indonesia, the 16 HAKTP campaign has been initiated by the 
National Commission on Violence against Women (Komnas 
Perempuan) since 2001 by involving various parties such as 
the government, civil society organizations, service provider 
organizations, academics, and so on. Against this background, 
this paper aims to further analyze the current situation of the 
phenomenon of violence against women (VAW) in Indonesia. This 
article is also intended to look further at the achievements and 
challenges in efforts to eliminate violence against women and girls.

The Current Situation

According to the data from Komnas Perempuan, Service 
Institutions, and the Religious Courts Agency, in general, there was 

31 Years of the 16-Day Campaign
 on Violence against Women: 

Achievements and Challenges
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an increase in the number of complaints of cases of violence against 
women between 2012 and 2021. It can be seen in Graph 1 that 
from that period, the number of case reports declined in 2016 and 
2020. However, the decline in reports in 2020 can be considered 
less representative of the actual field conditions, because the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic conditions had made 
the return rate of data collection forms from partners to Komnas 
Perempuan only reached a level of 16%.

Graph 1. Number of Case Reports of Violence against 
Women in 2012-2021

 

Source: Komnas Perempuan, 2022.

The increase in the number of reports available each year can be 
seen from two perspectives. Does the increase in the level of existing 
reports reflect an increase in cases of violence in the society, or 
does the increase in existing reports illustrate that more and more 
women dare to report incidents of violence they have experienced 
or witnessed? That is why cases of violence against women are 
likened to an iceberg phenomenon. This is because we never know 
the exact number of cases of violence against women that have 
occurred in the field. However, one principle that we must uphold is 
that no human being, including women and girls, deserves gender-
based violence.

Of the total 338,496 violence against women cases that occurred 
in 2021, 99% of the cases occurred in the personal sphere, 0.89% 
in the public sphere, and 0.01% in the state sphere. The most 
common VAW in the personal realm are violence against wives 
(KTI), violence in courtship (KDP), violence against girls (KTAP), 
and violence by ex-boyfriends (KMP). Meanwhile, if you look at 
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the cases that have occurred, VAW in the public domain occurs 
in various places, such as in cyberspace, residences, workplaces, 
educational environments, medical facilities, and so on. The VAW 
is dominated by physical violence (30%), psychological (29%), and 
sexual (29%). The type of violence that occurs the least is economic 
violence (12%) (Komnas Perempuan, 2022).

Looking at the data above, it can be seen that the handling of 
VAW still needs to be a common concern, considering the many 
negative impacts that have occurred as a result of this action. The 
victims and witnesses of acts of violence can experience mental 
health problems, health problems, and decreased quality of life, 
and these are indirectly related to delays in a country’s sustainable 
development process.

The Achievements

Amid the increasing number of violence against women, various 
groups that are aware of gender have not stopped making various 
efforts to eliminate this activity. One of them is through the 16 
HAKTP Campaign, which has been mentioned in the previous sub-
chapter. Thanks to these various efforts, in April 2022, the People’s 
Representative Council (DPR) passed Law Number 12/2022 
concerning Crimes of Sexual Violence (TPKS Law). Sexual violence 
has been one of the most common forms of violence, both in the 
public and private spheres.

TPKS Law provides a more comprehensive definition of sexual 
violence, which has not been regulated in previous laws, for example 
regarding the mention of forced marriage and electronic/cyber-
based violence. TPKS Law also covers sexual violence committed 
outside marriage. Before TPKS Law, acts of violence were usually 
dealt with by the Criminal Code (KUHP). However, the Criminal 
Code only regulates sexual violence in a limited context, so many 
of the processes of handling sexual violence cases had been stuck.

In addition to the broader context of sexual violence, TPKS Law 
also regulates the prevention of sexual violence and the fulfilment 
of victims’ rights, including recovery, which were not previously 
regulated in other laws. Furthermore, TPKS Law also encourages 
the holding of education and training for law enforcement officers, 
government service personnel, and service personnel at community-
based service providers to increase understanding of the prevention 
and handling of criminal acts of sexual violence. Providing this 
understanding is important to encourage the processes of handling 
sexual violence that are more gender-oriented and concerned about 
the victims.

Main Report
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Another progress in the efforts to eliminate VAW was the signing 
of the Minister of Education, Culture, Research and Technology 
Regulation Number 30/2021 concerning the Prevention and 
Handling of Sexual Violence in the Higher Education Environment 
(Permendikbud PPKS) on 31 August 2021. This rule is important 
to eliminate VAW in the public sphere; namely, in the educational 
environment, which has been one of the places prone to violence.

The Permendikbud PPKS regulates the Task Force for the 
Prevention and Handling of Sexual Violence (Satgas) as part of a 
tertiary institution that functions as a center for the prevention and 
handling of sexual violence in that environment. Even though until 
now not all universities have formed a task force, some time since 
the issuance of this regulation, reports of acts of sexual violence 
in tertiary institutions have begun to appear, because victims who 
previously did not have the courage due to the lack of strong legal 
protection for them, are now starting to have the courage to report 
it.

Apart from the PPKS Permendikbud, on October 5, 2022, the 
Ministry of Religion (Kemenag) also released Minister of Religion 
Regulation Number 73/2022 concerning the Prevention and 
Handling of Sexual Violence in Education Units at the Ministry 
of Religion (Permenag PPKS). A step that deserves appreciation 
because this regulation strengthens the efforts to eliminate KTP 
in religious-based education environments that still occur a lot, 
both in the PPKS Permendikbud and the PPKS Permenag. Both 
regulations regulate, starting from the prevention of acts of violence 
to the recovery of victims. In the future, it is hoped that these two 
regulations can be implemented optimally so that the educational 
environment becomes a public space that is safe from acts of VAW.

The Obstacles

Of the total VAW that occurred, only 15% of cases had information 
related to handling/resolution. Meanwhile, 85% of cases did not 
have information about how the cases were resolved (Komnas 
Perempuan, 2022). This conditions occur because there are still 
many obstacles in the process of handling VAW.

Some of the obstacles to resolving VAW include the large number of 
victims who have withdrawn complaints, lack of evidence, limited 
gender perspective of law enforcement officers, limited resources, 
limited access to information technology, limited access to service 
institutions, limited safe housing facilities, and limited budget 

Main Report
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(Komnas Perempuan, 2022). Of the 120 service institutions, there 
are 14 of them that that do not yet have computer systems. Of the 
same number, only 59 service institutions have special counselling 
room facilities, and only 32 institutions have safe house facilities. 
Amid the increasing reports of the number of VAW, it is feared that 
the existing limitations could lead to stagnation in the case-handling 
processes.

The limitations of information technology are not only an obstacle 
for service institutions but also for the community. Currently, there 
are still many people who do not know where to report if they 
become victims/witnesses of an act of VAW; for example, in cases 
of domestic violence (KDRT). Although the Law on the Elimination 
of Domestic Violence (UU PKDRT) has been passed since 2004, 
there are still many people who have not been informed of the 
existence of this regulation. As a result, not all victims/witnesses 
report the acts of VAW they have experienced/witnessed.

Talking about domestic violence, one of the biggest obstacles to 
handling it is because of unrecorded marital status. If domestic 
violence is included in the type of sexual violence, currently the 
TPKS Law can be a solution to the handling of these obstacles. 
However, if the type of domestic violence committed includes 
physical, psychological, and economic violence, then obstacles due 
to unregistered marital status can still occur.

Furthermore, the many domestic violence cases whose handling 
is hampered due to unrecorded marital status shows the limited 
perspective of law enforcement officers. The reason is that in 
the PKDRT Law it is not written that the scope of the household 
regulated in the law is only limited to registered marriages.

The Recommendations

According to the analysis above, several recommendations can be 
made by relevant stakeholders. First, in order that TPKS Law can 
be implemented as quickly as possible, the president, ministries, and 
relevant state institutions need to immediately make implementing 
regulations for the law. For example, the Ministry of Women’s 
Empowerment and Child Protection (PPPA) should makes further 
provision regarding procedures for handling, protecting, and 
recovering victims, and so on.

Second, the Ministry of Education and Culture and the Ministry 
of Religion need to carry out periodic monitoring and evaluation 
regarding the enforcement of the implementations of the PPKS 

Main Report



7The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.11 - November December 2022

Permendikbud, PPKS Permenag, and Permendikbud No. 82/2015 
concerning Prevention and Management of Acts of Violence in the 
Education Unit Environment. In addition, appropriate sanctions 
need to be given to tertiary institutions or educational units that 
do not take efforts to prevent and handle VAW in educational 
environments.

Third, the Ministry of Finance needs to increase budget allocations 
for the prevention and handling of VAW, including increasing the 
budget for service institutions in all provinces in Indonesia. The 
lack of budget can cause stagnation in the case-handling process. 
Support for increased budgets can also help solve other problems, 
such as the limited access to technology.

Fourth, civil society, academia, the PPPA Ministry, and the PPPA 
Service need to continue to intensify the education process related 
to gender equality at all levels of the society, starting from civil 
society, law enforcement officials, government, to other parties. 
One of the educational processes that need to be continuously 
encouraged is the 16 HAKTP Campaign.

Gender-aware communities will have more awareness to take 
precautions and know more about the steps that need to be taken if 
they become victims/witnesses of a crime scene. Meanwhile, with 
the government and law enforcement officers being gender-aware, 
a country’s policies and their implementation process will also be 
made and implemented with gender-awareness as well.

- Nisaaul Muthiah   -

Main Report
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The Dynamics of Increasing Excise Tariffs 
on Tobacco Products

The government has decided to increase the excise tax on tobacco 
products (CHT) for cigarettes by an average of 10 percent in 2023 
and 2024. The Minister of Finance of the Republic of Indonesia, 
Sri Mulyani, said that people’s consumption of cigarettes was cur-
rently ranked second only to rice. Sri Mulyani also mentioned that 
the policy was to reduce the prevalence of smoking in accordance 
with the National Medium-Term Development Plan (RPJMN) for 
2020-2024 to 8.7 percent. (Ministry of Finance, 4/11/2022). This 
is expected to have a new impact on the productivity of human 
resources in the future and an increase in state revenue from the 
excise side.

The increase in CHT tariffs has been planned by the government 
since the end of 2021. This step is the result of consideration of the 
rampant impact of cigarettes, which are mostly in the health sector. 
The majority of the state budget is used to finance health caused by 
cigarettes such as lung diseases.

At least, there are three main considerations for the government 
in calculating the CHT tariff next year; namely, the state rev-
enue, farmer job management, and the health side (bisnis.com, 
25/10/2022). The results of the consideration of the three will be 
given to the president as a reference in making decisions on excise 
tariff policies.

In the aspect of state revenue, CHT is included in non-tax state 
revenue (PNBP). The government’s tax revenue target for 2023 is 
set at IDR 245.45 trillion. CHT is expected to contribute around 
57.6 percent of the total PNBP in 2023, which is IDR 426.3 trillion.
The second consideration is related to the management of the to-
bacco product industry, both in terms of production and in terms of 
tobacco farmers. In terms of management, there are many layers of 
consideration, mainly because there are industry differences.

The Economics
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In the tobacco processing industry, it is divided into 2; namely 
capital-intensive and labor-intensive industries. Capital-intensive 
industries prioritize machines and of course have high cigarette pro-
ductivity. Meanwhile, labor-intensive industries produce cigarettes 
manually, so they require human labor, which of course the amount 
of production is not as much as that of using machinery.

In recent years, there has been a development of e-cigarettes and 
the likes that are increasingly in demand. This is what makes the 
government has decided to impose CHT. Usually, the government 
will maintain excise rates for labor-intensive industrial categories in 
2023, because these industries absorb a lot of labor.

The third consideration is the health side. As mentioned, at the be-
ginning of the article, the increase in CHT is an effort to reduce 
the prevalence of smoking, especially in children. The prevalence of 
child smokers continues to rise every year. In 2013, the prevalence 
of child smokers reached 7.20 percent, then rose to 8.80 percent 
in 2016, 9.1 percent in 2018, 10.7 percent in 2019. If not controlled, 
the prevalence of child smokers will increase to 16 percent by 2030 
(Kemkes, 29/07/2022). The increase in cigarette excise will cer-
tainly increase the price of cigarettes so that it will not be affordable 
for children. However, of course, the consideration of the increase 
in excise duty will have an impact on the world of tobacco farmers.

The Impact on Tobacco Farmers
The increase in CHT tariffs certainly received approval from the 
Indonesian Tobacco Farmers Association (APTI). A statement 
from the Chair of APTI, Soeseno, said that the policy of increasing 
CHT would make farmers suffer more and not prosper. This will 
also be coupled with the unsupportive seasons in tobacco farming.
In line with the statement of the Chair of APTI, the Deputy Chair 
of Commission IX of the House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Indonesia (DPR RI) Emanuel Melkiades, said that the Indonesian 
economy, both nationally and regionally, was still in a downturn, 
so many companies carried out layoffs. Therefore, Emanuel hopes 
that the policies implemented certainly need to listen to people’s 
aspirations.

The Role of the Tobacco Industry in the Economy
In 2020, the tobacco products industry contributed to the State 
Budget (APBN) by 10.11 percent. The achievement of excise reve-
nue in 2020 reached IDR 205.68 trillion. Of which, IDR 170.24 tril-
lion was from excise on tobacco products (bisnis.com, 1/12/2021). 
This figure will certainly increase in 2022.

The Economics
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Cigarette consumption is the second largest household consump-
tion after rice. In fact, such consumption exceeds the consumption 
of proteins such as eggs and chicken. For the urban poor, it reached 
12.21 percent and the rural poor reached 11.63 percent (Ministry of 
Finance, 4/11/2022). The increase in CHT will make the price of 
cigarettes even more unaffordable for the poor and will reduce their 
consumption of cigarettes.

On the employment side, the cigarette industry is included in the 
sector with high labor absorption. The Ministry of Industry said 
that the total workforce in the cigarette industry in 2019 was 5.98 
million people with details of 4.28 million people in the manufac-
turing sector, and 1.7 million in the plantation sector (katadata, 
31/10/2022). The increase in CHT will certainly have a negative 
impact on Indonesia’s employment.

Recommendations
The plan for a CHT tariff for cigarettes of 10 percent in 2023 and 
2024 has many dynamics of pros and cons. However, the govern-
ment has the authority to pursue the 2020-2024 RPJMN target, 
which certainly needs to be considered from various calculations, 
including health, industry, and state revenue.

The government’s goodwill to seek a reduction in the prevalence 
of smoking should pay attention to macroeconomic conditions in 
2023 by estimating current conditions. People’s purchasing power 
has not fully recovered and still needs to be maintained. Thus, in-
flation caused by cigarette consumption needs to be controlled by 
Bank of Indonesia.

Then, the Ministry of Industry needs to control tobacco product 
processing companies that have the possibility of going out of busi-
ness. This is in anticipation of massive layoffs that will have an im-
pact on the economy in 2023.

Furthermore, the Ministry of Agriculture also needs to make ef-
forts to pay more attention to the welfare of farmers. This can be 
in the form of providing facilities to tobacco farmers if they want to 
change to a more promising planting commodity than tobacco so 
that it is more resistant to climate change.

 - Nuri Resti Chayyani  -
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Seeing Opportunities in the Momentum of the G20 Summit

The Economics

Indonesia has held the position of Group of Twenty (G20) Presiden-
cy for one year since December 2021. As the President, of course, 
Indonesia must be able to see and measure opportunities for mo-
mentum that can increase economic growth both in the long and 
short terms at every meeting. The examples of long-term opportu-
nities are investment and cooperation and promotion of products of 
small micro enterprises (SMEs). Meanwhile, the examples of short-
term opportunities are state revenue through tourism. This paper 
aims to further reveal several opportunities that Indonesia can get 
by becoming the President of the G20.

The G20’s Positive Outlook
The G20 is a multilateral cooperation forum consisting of 19 major 
countries and 1 European Union (EU) institution. The G20 repre-
sents more than 60 percent of the world’s population, 75 percent of 
global trade, and 80 percent of the world’s gross domestic product 
(GDP). Member states consist of South Africa, the United States, 
Saudi Arabia, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, India, Indonesia, the 
United Kingdom, Italy, Japan, Germany, Canada, Mexico, the Re-
public of Korea, Russia, France, China, Turkey, and the European 
Union (Ministry of Finance, 2022). The existence of the G20 Sum-
mit in Indonesia should result in agreements on demographic issues, 
international trade, and GDP contributions.

There are several series of events that have been held during the 
year with various types of meetings involving all sectors. There are 
three types of meetings; namely, ministerial and deputy finance 
meetings, expert meetings on specific issues, and the presidential-
level meetings of the G20 member countries.

As a country that contributes significantly to the world’s GDP, the 
most likely outcome for Indonesia is to keep the economy growing 
amidst the uncertainty caused by the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. 
This is also in order to reduce the sentiment of the global recession 
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that is approaching. In its history, the G20 has resolved the global 
crisis in 2008, tax policy, pandemic handling, and some other issues.
To realize stable global economic growth, the G20 has a priority 
agenda; namely, the discussion of economic recovery in developing 
countries, which is the effect of spillover by policies in developed 
countries. For example, the lockdown policy due to the increase in 
Covid-19 cases in China will affect other countries due to depen-
dence.

Then, regarding the international trade that occurs, the members 
of the G20 Summit must trust each other to maintain the trade 
balance by meeting each other’s needs in their respective countries. 
It can also be in the form of clarity on investment procedures be-
tween G20 members. In the agreement from the financial channel, 
the G20 has agreed on a payment system in the digital era. This 
is known by the discussion of cross-border payment standards and 
their development principles (BI, 2022).

Finally, because the G20 also consists of the most populous coun-
tries, they must also exchange information with each other about 
overcoming issues of employment, education, and equity. This is 
important to improve the productivity and quality of the country in 
the long run.

The benefits that Indonesia can get through the G20 Indonesia 
Summit are related to increasing investment in all industrial sec-
tors; especially in the implementations of the green economy. The 
investment in the green economy sector includes natural resource 
efficiency and the application of circular economy and the use of 
new and renewable energy such as biofuels, biomass, and Refuse 
Derived Fuel (RDF). In carrying out its investment, of course, it is 
necessary for investors to calculate a clear cost-benefit analysis of 
what Indonesia offers. Then in terms of procedures, it also needs 
clarity such as regulations/legal.

As Indonesia is a country that has a high population, Indonesia must 
be able to take opportunities in increasing the use of vehicles based 
on renewable energy. This will also have something to do with the 
absorption of labor in Indonesia.

There is a lot of momentum that Indonesia can optimize as it holds 
the G20 Presidency in order to encourage the national economy 
in the future. Thus, it needs maximum utilization. The G20 Presi-
dency can be used as a place to prove to other countries’ top brass 
that Indonesia has strong resilience to crises.

The Economics



13The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.11 - November December 2022

Furthermore, the G20 is a good opportunity for an increase in the 
class of MSMEs. As we know, the majority of contributors to eco-
nomic recovery due to the pandemic are SMEs. The most absorb-
ers of employment are also from the SME sector. So, the G20 Sum-
mit is a good time to introduce domestic products. Accordingly, 
exports will increase and be more competitive with foreign prod-
ucts. In addition to SMEs, the tourism sector will also be affected 
by the momentum of the G20 summit. Participants/delegates from 
each country can be facilitated to experience Indonesia’s natural 
tourism firsthand. From this experience, of course, local and central 
governments can evaluate whether natural tourism is optimum in 
terms of services and facilities, as this is related to the increase in 
local income.

There are two policy recommendations given after the end of the 
G20 Presidency. First, President Joko Widodo needs to create a 
special team to monitor whether the agreement obtained during 
the meeting has been implemented properly and identify obstacles. 
This will also be lessons for the Presidency in the next country.
Second, the Ministry of Finance together with the Ministry of In-
vestment/BKPM need to pay attention to the procedures and legal 
umbrellas in investment that is likely to occur. It can be in the form 
of conducting an in-depth risk analysis and represented by numbers. 
Increased investment will increase long-term productivity for the 
Indonesian economy.  

- Nuri Resti Chayyani   -

The Economics
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Understanding the Root Causes of Corruption

At a symposium on anti-corruption teaching at universities orga-
nized by the United Nations in Vienna, Austria, 11-13 August 2014, 
Herry Priyono hesitated and haltingly asked about a matter that had 
been confusing. Why was there no definition of corruption found 
in the document that was seen as “the only anti-corruption legal in-
strument that is universally binding”? The name of the document is 
the United Nations Convention against Corruption (2004). Sourc-
es from the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
the division within the United Nations that handles corruption and 
anti-corruption affairs, answered that this was indeed a big weak-
ness, but the law can only deal with and regulate matters related to 
“acts”, whereas the word “corruption” is a big concept that covers 
(umbrella concept) actions that are referred to as a corrupt action. 
Since then, the umbrella concept has become a puzzle (Priyono, 
2018).

The definition of corruption has indeed become one of the root 
causes of the weak law enforcement process in various countries. 
Legal arrangements drawn from the nomenclature of each article 
in statutory regulations should be concrete, not multi-interpreted, 
and capable of being applied in a particular crime. However, when 
there is no unified understanding due to different definitions of cor-
ruption, it will be difficult to enforce law against corruption in a 
radical manner.

Arnold Heidenheimer and Michael Johnston (2007), two authori-
ties in the study of corruption, defined three categories of defini-
tions proposed by the Oxford English Dictionary. These definitions 
still reflect the broad meaning of corruption; namely:
1. Physical definition: The decay or decay of things, especially 

through the destruction of wholeness and destruction of form 
with the concomitant results, namely decay and loss of whole-
ness, loathsomeness and decay.

2. Moral definition: Misappropriation or destruction of integrity 
in carrying out public obligations through bribes and gifts; the 
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existence and use of fraudulent practices, especially within a 
country, public bodies/enterprises and the like; the process of 
becoming morally rotten; rotten facts or conditions; moral de-
cline or decay; depravity.

3. Overturning everything from its original condition; for example, 
deviation from institutions, customs and the like; upside down 
situation.

The three definitions of corruption compiled by Arnold and Mi-
cheal are basically universal and will be difficult to apply to a par-
ticular crime; for example, in the moral definition section that only 
defines corruption as limited to misappropriation, bribery, fraudu-
lent practices, to moral and policy decay. The broad definition will 
make people able to understand what is prohibited and are corrupt 
practices in everyday life, especially regarding the legal relationship 
between societies, and between the society and the government.

The absence of a clear definition of what is referred to as “cor-
ruption” has made many legal experts more inclined to interpret 
corruption in acoordance to their actions or deeds. Simply put, the 
method that can be used is to depart from various actions that are 
paradigmatically referred to as corruption. The list below can be 
used as an example to understand universal forms of corrupt action 
(Priyono, 2018):

Table 1. Forms of Corrupt Actions

Law
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The table above may seem simple and only provides an overview 
related to the definition of corruption that may already be under-
stood by the public. However, the author needs to do this because 
in fact, there is not a single law that defines “corruption” in Indone-
sia. Several legislative products also only classify forms or types of 
criminal acts of corruption. As in Law Number 31/1999 concerning 
the Eradication of Criminal Acts of Corruption which formulates 
corruption into 30 forms or types.

Law
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The articles in the law explain in detail the actions that can be sub-
ject to criminal sanctions due to corruption. The 30 forms/types 
of corruption can basically be grouped as follows: 1) state financial 
losses; 2) bribes; 3) embezzlement in office; 4) blackmail; 5) fraudu-
lent acts; 6) conflict of interest in procurement; and 7) gratification. 
Through this grouping, there is actually no need for a definition of 
corruption when the legal regulations are properly implemented. 
However, the problem is that there are still many people and law 
enforcers who do not have a good understanding of the difference 
between ordinary actions and legal actions that are included in 
criminal acts of corruption.

Therefore, the Corruption Eradication Commission of the Republic 
of Indonesia, the Police of the Republic of Indonesia, and the At-
torney General’s Office of the Republic of Indonesia must develop 
a joint action so that they are able to provide good anti-corruption 
education to the public. This is expected to be able to increase pub-
lic understanding of corruption without having to understand the 
definition of the act. It is enough to understand its shape and try to 
avoid it.

- Hemi Lavour Febrinandez -

Law

Corruption is an example 
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Deputy Chair of the Legislative Body (Badan Legislasi / Baleg) of 
the House of Representative of Indonesia Republic (Dewan Per-
wakilan Rakyat Republik Indonesia / DPR RI) Willy Aditya said the 
second amendment to Law Number 11 of 2008 concerning Elec-
tronic Information and Transactions (UU ITE) would be discussed 
after the Draft Law on Personal Data Protection (RUU) PDP) had 
been approved. Willy said that the obstacles to discussing the revi-
sion of the ITE Law were due to procedural problems. He explained 
that deliberations on bills could only be carried out one by one, so 
different bills could not be discussed at the same time (antaranews.
com, 24/3/2022). However, when the PDP Bill was passed on 17 
October 2022 to become Law Number 27/2022 concerning Pro-
tection of Personal Data (PDP Law), there was no sign that the ITE 
Law would be discussed soon.

Deputy Chair of the DPR RI from the Golkar Party faction Lodewijk 
F Paulus confirmed that the leadership of the DPR RI had received 
a presidential letter regarding the Second Amendment to the ITE 
Law, but discussions had not been carried out because there were 
still other bills that were more prioritized (kompas.id, 1/11 /2022). 
The inconsistency of the DPR RI in fulfilling its commitment to im-
mediately make a second amendment to the a quo law will have 
implications for the possibility of the increasing number of victims 
due to the use of multiple interpretations of articles contained in the 
ITE Law.

According to the Southeast Asia Freedom of Expression Network 
(SAFEnet) report, during 2013-2021 there were 393 people who 
were prosecuted under the articles contained in the ITE Law. Ac-
cording to SAFEnet’s monitoring and assistance throughout 2021, 
there had been at least 30 criminal cases with a total of 38 victims 
of criminalization. This number decreased by almost half from the 
number of victims in the previous year of 84 victims (katadata.co.id, 

The Settlement of Cases and Problems of the ITE Law 

through Restorative Justice
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18/7/2022). This decrease in the number of victims could not ac-
tually be used as a benchmark that the ITE Law was no longer a 
threat to people’s freedom of expression in the digital space.

SAFEnet explained that the background of victims of case engi-
neering using the ITE Law throughout 2021 came from activists 
reaching 10 people, or 26.3% of the total victims. Then, there were 
eight people (21.1%) victims of violence and their companions who 
were charged under the ITE Law, and seven people (18.4%) came 
from the community. Other victims were journalists, academics, 
students, workers, politicians and community organizations. In ad-
dition to limiting the right to expression and opinion in the digital 
space, the victims of the rubber articles contained in the ITE Law 
must also be prepared to receive prison sentences.There have been 
several other steps that can be used to resolve cases related to the 
ITE Law.Oone of which is to use restorative justice.

The use of restorative justice in dealing with the problem of the high 
number of victims of multi-interpretation articles has been accom-
modated through the Circular Letter of the Head of the Indonesian 
National Police Number: SE/2/11/2021 concerning the Awareness 
of Ethical Culture to Create a Clean, Healthy and Productive In-
donesian Digital Space. Through this circular letter, the National 
Police Chief has ordered his investigators to adhere to the princi-
ple that punishment is the last resort in law enforcement (ultimum 
remidium) and to prioritize restorative justice in settling cases re-
lated to the ITE Law. The police also encourage that before the file 
is submitted to the Public Prosecutor, if the complainant still wants 
to proceed with his case to court, there is still room for mediation.

Basically, restorative justice emphasizes the efforts to encourage 
perpetrators to be responsible for the crimes they have committed 
to victims without having to get a prison sentence. The party that 
needs the most attention is the victim because he or she directly 
feels the consequences of the crime and suffers losses because of it. 
Restorative justice seeks to find other alternatives to resolve a case 
by bringing together perpetrators and victims of crime to discuss 
steps that can be taken to restore the problems that have occurred 
(restitutio in integrum). Apart from victims and perpetrators, the 
community will also play an important role in encouraging and sup-
porting problem resolution by focusing on recovery or improvement 
as a result of criminal acts committed by perpetrators. Therefore, 
a crime committed by a person does not have to be redeemed by 
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locking him up in prison, but he must find a way to be able to restore 
the situation experienced by the victim and society as a result of his 
actions.

The use of a restorative justice approach in resolving cases related 
to multiple interpretations of articles in the ITE Law should have 
been able to reduce the number of victims. However, there is dis-
harmony in internal institutional regulations between the Police and 
the Directorate General of the Supreme Court General Judiciary. 
When the Indonesian National Police issued a special circular to 
regulate restorative justice within the scope of enforcing the ITE 
Law, the Decree of the Director General of Bapidum MA Number 
691/DJU/SK/PS.00/12/2020 dated 22 December 2020 concern-
ing Guidelines for the Implementation of Restorative Justice in the 
General Court Environment arrange different things. The a quo de-
cision letter explains that restorative justice can be applied to:
1. Misdemeanors relating to Articles 364, 373, 379, 384, 407 

and Article 482 of the Criminal Code (Kitab Undang-Undang 
Hukum Pidana / KUHP) with a loss value of not more than 
Rp2,500,000.00 (two million five hundred thousand rupiah), 
which not a repeat offence.

2. Child matters.
3. Cases related to women who face the law.
4. Narcotics case.

The disharmony of the two internal regulations in the two law en-
forcement agencies—namely the police and the courts—can cause 
problems, especially in efforts to resolve cases that use multiple in-
terpretations of articles in the ITE Law by using restorative justice. 
While the legislative process for the Second Amendment to the 
ITE Law has not been carried out by the DPR RI, there are several 
steps that can be taken to prevent efforts to criminalize criticism, 
opinions and public expressions in the digital space.

First, the police, prosecutors and courts through the Supreme Court 
need to make internal regulations in each institution related to the 
use of restorative justice in resolving cases that use multiple inter-
pretations of the ITE Law. This is needed so that at every stage 
of the integrated criminal justice system, peaceful efforts are still 
made between the parties so that it does not end in imprisonment.

Second, the Police, Prosecutors and Courts through the Supreme 
Court need to provide information dissemination to their staff so 
that they are able to understand the circular letter that has been 
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made. This step is crucial so that law enforcers have a good under-
standing so as not to use the retributive justice paradigm, which 
only focuses on giving punishment to perpetrators and ignores the 
rights of victims and the community as parties who are harmed by 
the occurrence of a crime.

-  Hemi Lavour Febrinandez   -

Law

Restorative justice is one 
of the preventive steps 
that can be taken and 
applied by law enforcers 
in dealling with the high 
rate of convictions by 
using the ITE Law.
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DPR RI Has Not Prioritized Women’s Issues in 2022

In the XV edition of the Indonesian Update Number 11/2021, Hi-
dayah (2021) explains that there are four draft laws (RUU) related 
to women that need to be ratified immediately in 2022. Of the four 
bills, currently only one bill has been passed into law; namely, Law 
Number 12/2022 concerning Crimes of Sexual Violence (TPKS 
Law).

In this TPKS Law, there are several important points that need to 
be appreciated. First, the TPKS Law includes nine forms of criminal 
acts of sexual violence; namely, non-physical sexual harassment; 
physical sexual abuse; forced contraception; forced sterilization; 
forced marriage; electronic based sexual violence; sexual abuse; 
sexual exploitation; and sexual slavery.

Second, TPKS Law regulates the granting of permits to commu-
nity-based service providers to take part in the process of assisting 
and protecting victims of sexual violence. Third, there is a provi-
sion that prohibits perpetrators of sexual violence from approaching 
victims within a certain distance and time during the legal process. 
Fourth, this law also regulates provisions regarding the rights of vic-
tims, victims’ families, witnesses, experts and assistants to ensure 
the fulfillment of victims’ rights in obtaining justice, recovery and 
protection.

Even though TPKS Law has been passed, the Republic of Indone-
sia’s House of Representatives (DPR RI) currently still has three 
other bills that need to be discussed and ratified immediately related 
to the protection of women. The first one is the Draft Law on Do-
mestic Workers (RUU PPRT). Apart from the fact that this bill has 
existed since 2004, the number of domestic workers (PRT) who 
have experienced violence in various forms has also continued to 
increase. Not infrequently, domestic workers experience multiple 
layers of violence that end in death. The cases of violence against 
domestic workers, the majority of which are women, are only one 
of the various problems experienced by domestic workers. There 
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are still many other problems, such as wages that are not paid, 
and inhumane working hours, and very heavy workloads (Komnas 
Perempuan, 2021).

The second bill that needs to be discussed and ratified immedi-
ately is the Draft Law on Mother and Child Welfare (RUU KIA). 
The urgency of this bill is to see the high rate of maternal mortality 
(MMR), infant mortality rate (IMR) and high stunting in Indonesia. 
In addition, quoting a statement from Puan Maharani, Chair of the 
DPR RI, that the MCH Bill will provide health insurance for moth-
ers and children, especially those from the less fortunate (dpr.go.id, 
12/07/2022).

Furthermore, quoting from the Indonesia Report 2022 entitled 
“The Effectiveness of the Implementations of Stunting Manage-
ment Policies in Indonesia and Important Aspects that Need to be 
Included in the MCH Bill”, there are several important aspects that 
need to be regulated in the MCH Bill. First, the regulation of ef-
forts should meet the need for balanced nutritious food. Second, 
the provision of social assistance should be aimed at achieving the 
fulfillment of maternal and child nutrition. Third, there should be 
education about healthy eating patterns. Fourth, there should be 
education regarding reproductive function and health in the com-
munity. Fifth, there should be education regarding the prevention of 
child marriage. Sixth, there should be education and facility support 
to run the exclusive breastfeeding program. Seventh, there should 
be regulation regarding the quality of health services. Eighth, there 
should be regulation regarding WASH quality improvement. Ninth, 
there should be educational questions regarding parenting for par-
ents (Muthiah, 2022).

However, MCH Bill has raised pros and cons in the community; 
namely, the granting of maternity leave. In MCH Bill, maternity 
leave for working mothers is six months, while maternity leave for 
fathers is 40 days. This striking difference between maternity leave 
for mothers and fathers is a matter of debate, where there are ar-
guments that say that it discriminates and is considered to make it 
difficult for women seeking work. The reason is that companies will 
later prefer to employ men compared to women because the differ-
ence in maternity leave is too great.

Furthermore, the third Bill that has not been passed by the DPR 
RI is the Gender Equality and Justice Bill. In 2000, President Ab-
durahman Wahid issued Presidential Instruction Number 9/2000 
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concerning Gender Mainstreaming in Development (Inpres PUG). 
Through this Presidential Instruction, it is hoped that national de-
velopment will integrate a gender perspective from the process of 
planning, drafting, implementing, monitoring, to evaluating, as well 
as utilizing the results. Furthermore, to strengthen the PUG legal 
umbrella, in 2006 the Ministry of Women’s Empowerment and 
Child Protection (KPPPA) drafted a Draft Government Regulation 
(RPP) on Gender Mainstreaming.

However, this principle is still not optimal. For example, the results 
of research conducted by Cakra Wikara Indonesia (CWI) explain 
that there is still a minimum presence of female State Civil Appara-
tus (ASN) in structural positions, especially High Leadership Posi-
tions (JPT) (CWI, 2021).

According to the explanations above, it can be said that the DPR RI 
still has not prioritized women’s issues in 2022. This is because only 
one of the four bills related to the protection of women had been 
passed by the DPR RI. Therefore, it is important for the DPR RI to 
immediately discuss and pass the three bills, which are considered 
priorities to protect women.

- Ahmad Hidayah  -
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Monitoring the Establishment of an Ad hoc Body for the 
2024 General and Regional Head Elections

The General Elections Commission of the Republic of Indone-
sia (KPU RI) on November 17, 2022 announced to recruit the 
members of ad hoc bodies at the sub-district level (Sub-district 
Election Committees/PPK) and at the village level (Voting Com-
mittees/PPS). The PPK recruitment will be carried out on No-
vember 20 to December 16, 2022, while the PPS recruitment 
will be conducted from December 18, 2022 to January 16, 2023 
(kompas.com, 17/11).

The Coordinator of the Human Resources Division of the KPU 
RI, Parsadaan Harahap, said that the number of KDP members to 
be recruited would reach 36,330 people for 7,266 sub-districts 
throughout Indonesia. Meanwhile, the number of PPS members 
to be recruited will reach 251,295 people for 83,765 villages/
kelurahan throughout Indonesia. Then, there is no longer any 
limitation that candidates for PPK and PPS members should have 
not held these positions twice, as stated in the 2019 Election 
rules (kompas.com, 17/11).

It is very important to pay attention to the recruitment of PPK 
at the sub-district level, PPS at the kelurahan level, and the Vot-
ing Organizer Groups (KPPS) at the polling station (TPS) level. 
The reason is, as stated in the General Election Commission 
Regulation Number 8/2022 concerning the Establishment and 
Work Procedure of the Ad hoc Agency for General Elections 
and Elections for Governors and Deputy Governors, Regents 
and Deputy Regents, and Mayors and Deputy Mayors, PPK and 
PPS and KPPS are the spearheads in the implementations of the 
2024 General Elections.
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The Differences with those in the 2019 Elections

In the 2024 Simultaneous General Elections and Regional Head 
Elections, the KPU has made a breakthrough in the process of 
registering candidates for PPK members. Previously, PPK regis-
tration was done manually, but in the 2024 General Elections, 
registration will be done online. The registration of the 2024 
Election PPK will be conducted through a web-based informa-
tion technology system; namely, the KPU Member Information 
System and Ad Hoc Board or abbreviated SIAKBA. This appli-
cation was officially launched on October 20, 2022. Apart from 
SIAKBA, the registration for the 2024 General Election PPK 
can also be made through the website Siakba.kpu.go.id (kontan.
co.id, 21/11/2022).

In accordance with KPU RI Decree Number 438/2022 con-
cerning the Determination of Information System Applications 
for Members of the General Election Commission and Ad Hoc 
Board as a Special Application for the General Election Com-
mission, SIAKBA is a supporting application that will be used 
in facilitating the selection of members of the Provincial KPU, 
Regency/City KPU and the selection of the National Election 
Commission. It will also be used to assist in the data manage-
ment process for members of Provincial KPU, Regency/City 
KPU and Ad hoc Board (kontan.co.id, 21/11/2022).

This SIAKBA or Siakba.kpu.go.id application will be used by 
KPU, Provincial KPU, Regency/Municipal KPU, Candidates for 
Members of Provincial KPU and Regency/Municipal KPU and 
Ad Hoc Bodies in the selection stages of Provincial, Regency/
City KPU members and Ad hoc bodies. Hoc (PPK, PPS, PPLN). 
In general, the use of the SIAKBA/ Siakba.kpu.go.id application 
is contained in PKPU 5/2021 concerning the Implementations of 
the General Election Commission’s Electronic-Based Govern-
ment System.

In addition, the salaries for PPK and PPS for the 2024 elections 
have been increased. This refers to the Regulation of the Min-
ister of Finance Number 647 MK/02/2022 on the Salary of the 
2024 Election PPK as an Ad Hoc Election body. The regulation 
dated 5 August 2022 contains the Other Input Fee Unit (SBML) 
for the General Election Stages and the Regional Head Election 
Stages (katadata.co.id, 20/11/2022).
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The following are the details of the additional salaries for 2024 
Election officers: PPK Chair: Rp1,850,000 to Rp2,500,000 KDP 
Members: Rp1,600,000 to Rp2,200,000 PPS Chair: Rp900,000 
to Rp1,500,000 PPS Member: Rp850,000 to Rp1,300,000 
Chairperson KPPS: IDR 550,000 to IDR 1,200,000 KPPS mem-
bers: 500,000 to IDR 1,100,000 Pantarlih: IDR 800,000 to IDR 
1,000,000 Linmas: 500,000 to IDR 700,000. The KPU also de-
termines the amount of compensation for election officials with 
the following details: Death: IDR 36,000,000 for serious injuries: 
IDR 16,500,000 for minor injuries: IDR 8,250,000 for permanent 
disability IDR 3,800,000 (katadata.co.id, 20/11/2022).

Strengthening the Ad Hoc Board for Elections and Re-
gional Head Elections in 2024
According to the explanations above, although there have been 
differences with the previous elections, however, attention to 
the formation of an ad hoc body this time is still very important. 
This is because the 2019 General Elections had caused many 
fatalities and casualties from KPPS members. According to the 
data from Decree Number 926/KU.03-2KPT/KPU/IV/2019, the 
number of verified and validated deaths was 708 people. Mean-
while, those who were reported to be sick based on KPU De-
cree Number 926/KU.03-2KPT/KPU/IV/2019 were 749 people 
(KPU, 2019).

Taking into account the above conditions, improvements are 
needed in the management of human resources for the officers 
of this ad hoc agency. KPU as the election organizer is expected 
to be able to make improvements starting from the recruitment 
process for PPK, PPS and KPPS officers. KPU must pay atten-
tion to health conditions as one of the requirements for these 
candidates for ad hoc officers. This is important considering that 
the 2024 general elections will not be much different from the 
previous elections. We should not let the death toll reappear as a 
result of the long voting processes.

Furthermore, KPU needs to evaluate the implementations of 
training for PPK, PPS, and KPPS in the form of preparing mate-
rial curriculum so that it can optimize the training stage. It is im-
portant to optimize training, including the delivery of materials, 
such as things that can solve problems on the voting day. The 
training should include training in the administration of voting 
and vote counting, as well as training in the use of information 
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systems in the context of vote counting. In addition to training, 
KPU also needs to increase the training budget so that all mem-
bers of the ad hoc bodies from each level can attend training and 
gain knowledge regarding voting and vote counting.

According to the explanations above, KPU needs to make im-
provements in the management of human resources for ad hoc 
bodies in the context of organizing the 2024 General Elections 
and Regional Head Elections. Reflecting on the previous elec-
tions, it is hoped that improvements will occur in the 2024 Gen-
eral Elections to ensure the integrity of the 2024 General Elec-
tions. Poor election implementations will lead to low confidence 
between the participants and voters.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono   -   
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At the end of 2022, there are a number of names that have entered 
the market for potential presidential candidates for the upcoming 
2024 Presidential Elections. According to the survey results, cur-
rently there are three names with the highest electability level; 
namely, Ganjar Pranowo, Prabowo Subianto, and Anies Baswedan. 
The following are the three presidential candidates with the highest 
electability according to several survey institutions:

Graph 1. Three Candidates for Presidential Candidates 
with the Highest Level of Electability

Source: Processed from Charta Politika, Poltracking Indonesia, and SMRC
Referring to Article 222 of Law Number 7/2017 concerning Gen-
eral Elections (Election Law), the presidential and vice presidential 
candidate pairs are proposed by political parties or a coalition of po-
litical parties participating in elections that meet the requirements 
for obtaining seats of at least 20 percent of the total seats in the 
House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia (DPR RI) 
or obtained 25 percent of the total number of valid votes nation-
ally in the previous legislative elections. Political parties become 
gatekeepers in the presidential nomination, so potential presidential 
candidates need to get a nomination ticket by being nominated by a 
political party or a coalition of political parties.

Looking for the Right Figures for the Candidates
 for the Vice President
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Until this report was written (14/11/2022), of the three names of 
potential presidential candidates, two of them; namely, Prabowo 
Subianto and Anies Baswedan, have been endorsed by political par-
ties. Prabowo Subianto is supported by the Gerindra Party and the 
National Awakening Party (PKB), while Anies Baswedan is sup-
ported by the Nasdem Party. Practically, it is only Ganjar Pranowo 
whom has not been endorsed by a political party in the Parliament 
and the remaining six parties that have not made up their mind; 
namely, the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP), the 
Prosperous Justice Party (PKS), the Democratic Party, and the 
three parties that are members of the Indonesian Coalition. Great 
(KIB); namely, the Golkar Party, the National Mandate Party 
(PAN), and the United Development Party (PPP).

If you look at the current political map, it is assumed that there will 
be no more political parties that will join the PKB and Gerindra co-
alition. The reason is that this coalition has met the requirements 
of 22.26 percent of the national vote in the 2019 elections and of 
23.66 percent of the total number of seats in the DPR RI. Regarding 
Nasdem, who endorses Anies Baswedan, the issue currently circu-
lating is that the Democratic Party and PKS will unite with Nasdem 
to form a coalition (Sindonews.com, 10/11/2022). This means that 
KIB will later join PDIP, which is likely to endorse Ganjar Pranowo, 
considering that Ganjar Pranowo’s electability is currently the high-
est. The following is a coalition of political parties and the percent-
age of the national vote in the 2019 electiosn and the percentage of 
the seats in the DPR RI.

Table 1. Coalition of Political Parties and Percentage of Na-
tional Votes in the 2019 Election and Percentage of Seats in 

the DPR RI
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  Source: processed from Poltracking Indonesia, 2022

Looking for the Right Figures for the Candidates for the Vice 
President
After the formation of a coalition of political parties and the declara-
tion of the proposed presidential candidates, the next step is to find 
the right person for the vice presidential candidate position. Below 
are the names of the eight vice-presidential candidates who were 
included in the results of the Charta Politika survey in July 2022 and 
Poltracking Indonesia in August 2022.

Table 2. Eight Names of Candidates for Vice President 
with the Highest Electability

Source: Processed from Poltracking Indonesia and Charta Politika, 2022
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From table 2, it can be seen that Ridwan Kamil and Sandiaga S. Uno 
are the vice presidential candidates with the highest electability. 
However, these two names are not suitable when compared with 
Prabowo Subianto. The reason is that on a voter basis, Ridwan Ka-
mil and Prabowo Subianto both have a voter base in West Java. In 
addition, Prabowo’s history with Sandiaga S. Uno in the 2019 presi-
dential election will certainly make Prabowo Subianto and Sandiaga 
S. Uno think twice about getting back together.

If you look at the PKB factor as a coalition party with Gerindra, 
then the name Khofifah Indar Parawansa is felt to be the most po-
tential candidate, given PKB’s closeness to Khofifah Indar Parawa-
nsa. Apart from that, Khofifah Indar Parawansa also has a voter 
base in East Java, so this pair will later have strength in the two 
provinces with the largest number of voters in Indonesia; namely, 
West Java and East Java.

For Anies Baswedan, who has the potential to be endorsed by the 
Nasdem, Democrat and PKS parties, the name Agus Harimurti 
Yudhoyono (AHY) is the strongest name to run with Anies Bas-
wedan. The reason is that apart from AHY being the chair of the 
coalition party, AHY’s electability is also quite good. However, the 
issue that has developed to date is that the PKS has also proposed 
the name of Ahmad Heryawan, former Governor of West Java for 
the 2008-2018 period. For this reason, the Nasdem Party, PKS, and 
Democrats now need to have another discussion to determine the 
best candidate for the vice president.

The next is Ganjar Pranowo, whom is likely to be carried by PDIP 
along with KIB. There are three names that could be Ganjar Prano-
wo’s running mates. The first one is Ridwan Kamil. As shown in 
table 2, Ridwan Kamil has the highest electability for the vice presi-
dential candidate. In addition, Ridwan Kamil, who has a voter base 
in West Java, and Ganjar Pranowo, who has a voter base in Central 
Java, means that this pair will have strength in the two provinces 
with the largest number of voters.

The second name that is considered suitable to partner with Gan-
jar Pranowo is Airlangga Hartarto, the Chair of the Golkar Party. 
Airlangga Hartarto feels that he is suitable to partner with Gan-
jar Pranowo because of his background as a national elite, which 
he feel is right to partner with Ganjar Pranowo who has a regional 
head background. However, if this pairing is really realized, then it 
is important for PDIP and Golkar to continue to embrace PPP and 
PAN in order to consolidate the coalition.

Politics
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The third name is Erick Thohir. There are four main reasons why 
Erick Thohir feels that he is the right running mate for Ganjar 
Pranowo. First, Erick Thohir is currently a national elite; namely, 
the Minister of State-Owned Enterprises (BUMN), so he feels that 
he fits with Ganjar Pranowo’s background, who is a regional head. 
Second, Erick Thohir is not a political party cadre. This could be-
come a coalition glue and minimize jealousy between coalition po-
litical parties. Third, Erick Thohir’s financial strength is a factor that 
needs to be considered considering that elections in Indonesia re-
quire a large “political cost”. Fourth, Erick Thohir’s success as head 
of the Jokowi-Ma’ruf national campaign team in the 2019 Presiden-
tial Election will make Erick Thohir have a good record.

Selecting the Best Candidates for the President and Vice President
This paper tries to provide some recommendations. First, political 
parties as gatekeepers need to look at the track record as well as 
the vision and mission of the presidential and vice presidential can-
didates. We should not let the determining factor in choosing presi-
dential and vice presidential candidates be based solely on popular-
ity and electability.

Second, the presidential and vice presidential candidates need to 
put forward views, vision and mission, as well as work programs to 
develop Indonesia. The narratives presented must also unite, and 
not divide, the nation.

Third, the voters must also be smarter in making choices and not 
just look at popularity and electability. The voters must be able to 
see the track record, as well as the programs presented by the presi-
dential and vice presidential candidates.

-  Ahmad Hidayah -

At the end of 2023, 
a number of names 
have entered the 
market for potential 
presidential candidates 
for the upcoming 2024 
presidential elections. A 
number of names have 
also emerged as vice 
presidential candidates 
with the highest 
electability according to 
the results of surveys by 
several institutions. For 
this reason, this article 
attempts to find names 
that are suitable to be 
paired with potential 
presidential candidates 
for the upcoming 2024 
elections.

Politics
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) )is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of  becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers.

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, political, and legal affairs. The main 
activities which have been conducted by TII in order to achieve our 
vision and mission, are: research, surveys, facilitation and advocacy 
through training and working groups, public discussions, public 
education, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana” or Discourses), 
monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” in Indonesian and “The 
Indonesian Update” in English), mid-year policy analysis (“Policy 
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Assessment”), annual policy analysis (“Indonesian Report”), 
and monthly discussion forum on policy issues (“The Indonesian 
Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Institutional Profile
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 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Economy plays an important role as one 
of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources have 
often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing economic 
policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality 
of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to conduct 
comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the 
studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will 
be continued until the policy evaluation process.

TII focus on economic issues, such as monetary policy and fiscal policy, as 
well as issues on sustainable development by using analysis which refer to 
economic freedom principles. Monetary issues will focus on the Indonesian 
Central Bank to maintain economic stability, both regarding inflation and 
exchange rate. Meanwhile, fiscal policy will focus on the discussions over 
the National Budget and infrastructure development both in the regions 
and in the cities. In relation to sustainable development, TII research is 
focusing on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development, 
and development gap. In addition, TII also upholds economic freedom 
principles in highlighting the importance of individual freedom and 
involvement of private sectors in increasing development and improving 
welfare in Indonesia. 

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with academic paper. This 
stipulation is also confirmed in Law No. 15 Year 2019 on the Amendment of 
Law No. 12 Year 2011 regarding the Formulation of Laws and Regulations. 

Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation both from academic and content 
aspects. Furthermore, academic paper also functions as an early tracking 
over possibilities of overlapping laws and regulations, so that revocation 
of local regulations or other related issues which can be caused by legal, 
economic, or political aspects in the future, can be minimized as soon as 
possible.

TII offers normative and legal research related to harmonization and 
synchronization of laws and regulations, especially in making academic 
papers, legal opinion on harmonization and synchronization of laws and 
regulations, and legislative drafting for the formulation of local regulations 
bill drafts or other laws and regulations.  In addition, TII also offers openly 
research on other legal issues related to Constitutional Law and Public 
Administration, Human Rights, and Political Corruption. 

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

The enactment of Law No. 23 Year 2014 on the latest regulation on the 
Local Government, has created different relations between the Central 
Government and the Local Government. Entering the era of Bureaucracy 
Reform, specification of division of affairs of the Central Government and 
the Local Government has increasingly demanded the implementation of 
good governance principles. The government is demanded to be adaptive 
and responsive towards public aspiration and services.  Therefore, public 
policy research become more important for both the Central Government 
and the Local Government to analyse context and current issues in the 
regions. The government must also consider various actors whether 
political actors or bureaucrats, as well as public’s aspiration and other non-
state actor in policy processes. 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offer 
policy assessment on various policies which were already applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economy, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist government in formulating policies which are in line with context, 
priorities, and people’s aspiration. TII also offers various breakthrough 
of transformative policies according to existing contexts in particular 
and Open Government principles’ implementation in general, in order to 
increase public participation in policy processes, particularly in the era of 
the openness of public information. 

Political Research Division of TII provide analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policy in the strengthening 
of democracy and the establishment of good governance both at the 
national and local levels. Political research forms are offered by TII (1) 
Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, (3) Mapping & 
Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment Research, (5) Survey 
Indicator. 

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, 
the businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society 
to improve social development. Social analysis is important to identify 
strategic issues which are developing and to make the right stakeholders’ 
mapping to promote significant change in the context of development, 
public policy, and democracy in Indonesia.

The Social Research Division is present to offer strong and valid 
recommendations to produce strategic, relevant, efficient and effective, 
and impactful policies, in addressing to existing various issues. For example, 
issues related to education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly. Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy 
Analysis; (2) Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning 
Research; (4) Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation 
Research; and (5) Indicator Survey.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 



39The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.11 - November December 2022

PRE-ELECTION AND 
REGIONAL HEAD ELECTION

One of the activities carried out and offered by TII is a pre-election 
survey as well as a pre-election and regional head election. The reasons 
underlying the implementation of pre-election and regional head election 
surveys, namely: (1) A good election is a democratic process that can be 
arranged, calculated, and predicted in the resulting process; (2) Survey 
is one of the important and common discussions to measure, calculate, 
and predict how the process and results of the General Election and the 
Regional Head Election will take place, in accordance to the expectations 
of the candidates; (3) It is very important to win in the General Election 
and the Regional Head Election based on empirical, scientific, measurable 
and supportable data.

As one of the important aspects of a strategic candidate’s election, the 
survey is useful for monitoring political power. In this case, the success 
team needs to conduct a survey for: (1) mapping the candidate’s 
position in public perception; (2) mapping voters’ desires; (3) 
publishing the most effective political machinery used as voters; 
and (4) Looking for the most effective medium for the campaign.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed and experienced offered 
by TII is a qualitative evaluation of the projects and programs of non-
governmental organizations and government. Evaluation activities are 
offered TII stages of mid-term evaluation of the project/program (mid-
term evaluation) and also the final evaluation at the end of the project/
program (final evaluation).

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of 
a project or program. Mid-Term Evaluation of the project or program is 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the project or program, and make recommendations for the 
continuity of the project or program. Meanwhile, the final evaluation 
allows us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons learned to 
ensure the achievement of all the objectives of the project or program at 
the end of the project or program.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  

.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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