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The September 2022 edition of the Indonesian Update raises a main report on 
the increase in fuel prices. Due to the swelling of the subsidies and compensation 
budget, the government has made price adjustments by increasing subsidized 
and non-subsidized fuel prices. This government policy has created a domino 
effect in the community.

In the field of law, the Indonesian Update discusses the government’s efforts 
to resolve past gross human rights violations using non-judicial channels. In 
fact, Komnas HAM, the Attorney General’s Office, and the Human Rights 
Court should be encouraged to carry out their duties effectively in order to 
resolve these cases. Next, we discuss the practice of money politics, such 
as ‘vote buying’, which can only be prevented by collaboration amongst the 
community, the organizers of the general election (Pemilu) and regional head 
elections (Pilkada), and law enforcement officers.

In the political field, the Indonesian Update addresses the conflict within the 
United Development Party (PPP). This conflict was triggered by a statement 
by the General Chairperson of PPP, Suharso Monoarfa, at a briefing on Anti-
Corruption and Politics with Integrity organized by the Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK) on August 15, 2022. Next, we discuss voter participation 
as a measure of election success. Therefore, ahead of the 2024 General 
Elections, several efforts are needed to encourage an increase in the quantity 
and quality of voter participation. In addition, we also discuss the projection of 
the coalition mapping in the 2024 General Elections.

In the social sector, the Indonesian Update discusses corrupt practices in 
educational institutions. Corruption in educational institutions can hinder the 
improvement of the quality of education and access to education, as well as 
hindering the process of eliminating corrupt practices in the overall state process. 
In addition, we also discuss the ban on the import of second-hand clothing. 
The second-hand imported clothing business is also one of the most lucrative 
business opportunities in the community. Therefore, the policy of prohibiting 
the import of second-hand clothing needs to be reviewed and updated.

The monthly publication of the Indonesian Update with actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business institutions – as 
well as academics, think tanks, and elements of civil society, both at home 
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and abroad, to obtain actual information and contextual analysis of economic 
conditions, political, social, and legal issues in Indonesia, as well as an 
understanding of public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.
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The increase in the price of fuels (BBM) is now not just a discourse. 
President Joko Widodo and the Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources (ESDM), Arifin Tasrif, officially raised fuel prices, both 
subsidized and non-subsidized, on Saturday (3/9). This was done 
because so far the fuel sub-side was considered not on target. As 
much as 70 percent of subsidies were enjoyed by the haves in the 
community (sindonews.com, 3/9/2022). 

The adjustment of fuel prices, both subsidized and non-subsidized, 
has certainly caused resistance from the public. Instead of wanting 
to save the poor people and the State Budget (APBN), the price 
increase has actually created economic instability to make the 
opportunity for inflation higher. As a result, the number of people 
who are on the poverty line is increasing.

Therefore, this main report aims to look at the causes of the increase 
in fuel prices, the impact, the efforts from the monetary and fiscal 
sides, as well as the recommendations given to reduce externalities 
caused by the increase in fuel prices as well as the distribution of 
subsidies.

The Minister of Finance, Sri Mulyani, explained that the reasons for 
the adjustment of fuel prices, both subsidized and non-subsidized, in 
a dialogue on Kompas TV on Friday (9/9). He said that at the time 
of the ratification of the 2022 State Budget, the price of Indonesia 
Crude Price (ICP) oil was around USD63 per barrel. However, in 
reality the ICP touched above 100 US dollars per barrel during 2022.

Figure 1. Indonesian Crude Price (ICP) (January 2012 - June 
2022)

 

Source: Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources.

Tracing Fuel Price Increase towards
 Targeted Subsidy Distribution

Main Report
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According to  Figure 1, during June 2022, the ICP was the highest 
since 2012. In June 2012, the ICP was pegged at USD124.63 per 
barrel. The average Indonesian crude oil during June 2022, according 
to the calculation of the Indonesian Crude Oil Price Formula, had 
increased by USD8.01 per barrel from USD109.61 per barrel in 
May 2022 to USD117.62 per barrel. The ICP pricing is stated in the 
Decree of the Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Number 
75.K/MG.03/DJM/2022 concerning the Price of Indonesian Crude 
Oil in June 2022, dated July 1, 2022.

The factors that caused the increase in oil prices were mainly 
conditions of uncertainty in the international market. As in the 
report of the Indonesian Crude Oil Price Team, it is stated that oil 
market players are worried due to the uncertainty in world crude 
oil supply due to the inability of the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC+) to meet production quota targets. 
This is a result of the problems of lack of investment; the imposition 
of sanctions on Russia; the decline in the production of Libya, 
Ecuador; Nigeria; as well as the production of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia based on production quotas has 
approached maximum production capacity.

The productivity of shale oil in the United States has also not 
increased. In fact, European crude oil demand is on the rise as it 
enters the peak of the summer driving season. In addition, in Asia 
Pacific, the increase in crude oil prices was also influenced by the 
Chinese Government’s policy to relax pandemic policies by reducing 
the isolation period for migrants and allowing the re-operation of 
independent refineries.

The Impact of ICP Fluctuations on state budget

The fluctuations in ICP that occurred certainly have made the state 
budget allocation swollen, especially for the allocation of energy 
subsidies. The 2022 state budget allocation for subsidies will not be 
enough if you use the ICP assumption of USD63 per barrel.

The increase in ICP has caused the economic prices of fuel to 
increase, thereby increasing the burden of fuel and LPG subsidies, 
as well as fuel compensation in the state budget. Previously, the 
economic prices of Pertalite in June 2022 had reached IDR 17,200 
per liter, Diesel IDR 17,600 per liter, and Pertamax IDR 19,900 per 
liter (liputan6.com, 26/8/2022). If the government does not take 
any action, then this condition will increase the burden on the state 
budget in 2023 where the state budget deficit cannot be more than 
3 percent.

Main Report



5The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.9 - September 2022

Furthermore, every increase in crude oil prices of USD1 per barrel, 
the government bears a deficit of IDR 5.8 trillion (cnbcindonesia.
com, 19/8/2022). The calculation is contained in the sensitivity 
analysis of the 2023 State Budget by taking into account the basic 
macroeconomic assumptions to the state budget.

Previously, the government has increased the budget for energy 
subsidies and compensation to three times as stated in Presidential 
Regulation Number 98/2022. In this case, the increase in subsidies 
for fuel and LPG was from IDR 77.5 trillion to IDR 149.4 trillion, 
and for electricity was from IDR 56.5 trillion increased to IDR 59.6 
trillion. Then, compensation for fuel was from IDR 18.5 trillion to 
IDR 252.5 trillion, and compensation for electricity was from the 
original IDR 0 to IDR 41 trillion (Ministry of Finance, 3/9/2022). 
Thus, the total subsidies and compensation for fuel, LPG, and 
electricity reached IDR 502.4 trillion.

Apparently, the increase in the budget is too heavy considering that 
the state budget must return to the way it was before the pandemic; 
namely, a deficit of no more than 3 percent. Although, the price of 
crude oil has a natural possibility of a decline, but conditions of global 
uncertainty are still looming. Thus, the government has decided to 
increase fuel prices, both subsidized and non-subsidized.

The next step taken is for the Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources to stipulate the Decree of the Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Number 218.K / MG.01 / MEM. M/2022 
concerning Retail Selling Prices of Certain Types of Fuel Oil and 
Special Types of Fuel Oil Assignment dated September 3, 2022 
(Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, 5/9/2022).

This determination is carried out with two considerations. First, 
with the increase in world crude oil prices and to support people’s 
purchasing power through the diversion of targeted fuel oil subsidies 
in the form of direct cash assistance and social assistance, it is 
necessary to make adjustments to the retail selling prices of certain 
types of fuel oil and the retail selling prices of special types of fuel 
oil assignments.

Second, to implement the provisions of Article 14 of Presidential 
Regulation Number 191/2014 concerning the Provision, Distribution 
and Retail Selling Price of Fuel Oil as amended several times, most 
recently by Presidential Regulation Number 117/2021 concerning 
the Third Amendment to Presidential Regulation Number 191 of 
2014 concerning the Provision, Distribution and Retail Selling Price 
of Fuel Oil, an internal meeting of the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources led by the President on August 29, 2022.

Main Report
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According to the government, this decision is something that must 
be done even though it will cause inflation and increase the number 
of poor people. As happened with the increase in fuel subsidies on 
November 18, 2014, which caused inflation of 1.5 percent. Even 
worse, the increase in fuel that occurred in June 2013 has caused 
inflation to reach 3.2 percent.

Suryadi (2015) states that the increase in fuel prices by 30 percent 
has an impact on increasing rail freight rates by 18.83 percent, 
road transportation by 22.16 percent, sea transportation by 
30.57 percent, river and lake transportation by 26.71 percent, air 
transportation by 32.28 percent, oil refinery industry by 30.75 
percent, electricity and gas by 41.28 percent.

The impact of rising fuel prices that curb inflation has caused 
additional suffering for the poor. According to World Bank economist 
Daniel Gerzon Mahler, the government can suppress the impact of 
inflation on the poor. However, the government’s finances have 
been exhausted due to various financial policies taken during the 
coronavirus disease (Covid-19) crisis.

A release conducted by the Mandiri Institute in April 2022 stated 
that the increase in fuel prices had increased the percentage of 
expenditure on fuel for the poorest 10 percent of the population 
from 4 percent to 6.8 percent. Meanwhile, the share of expenditure 
on fuel for the rich group is estimated to have only increased by 5.2 
percent.

The increase in fuel prices in 2022 is also around 30 percent, causing 
changes that are not much different from what happened in 2015. 
However, to cope with it cannot use the same steps. The reason 
is that Indonesia is in the process of economic recovery due to the 
pandemic that has hit. That is, the settlement to overcome inflation 
will also adjust to the latest conditions. Both fiscal and monetary 
policy mixes are urgently needed.

On the fiscal side, the government has reallocated the budget from 
goods subsidies to cash subsidies; for example, by providing cash 
transfers for the community instead of providing fuel subsidies. It 
was a “social cushion” to address the growing number of poverty 
due to inflation.

Finance Minister Sri Mulyani announced that the government had 
diverted fuel subsidies worth IDR 24.17 trillion to improve social 
welfare by providing social assistance (bansos) for underprivileged 
people. The transition of fuel subsidies to social aid programs was 
carried out at the end of August 2022 before the announcement of 
the fuel price increase.

Main Report
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Figure 2. Fuel Subsidy Diversion Assistance Budget (August 
2022) for Social Aid Programs

  

Source: Ministry of Finance 2022.

The transfer of fuel subsidies is in the forms of direct cash assistance 
(BLT) worth IDR 600 thousand per recipient for 20.65 million 
recipients, with a total budget of IDR 12.4 trillion and of wage 
subsidy assistance of IDR 600 thousand for 16 million workers with 
salaries below IDR 3.5 million per month, with a total budget of IDR 
9.6 trillion.

The government has also allocated 2 percent of the general transfer 
fund to help the transportation sector, both for public transportation, 
motorcycle taxis, and fishermen worth IDR 2.17 trillion. The 
assistance was paid using 2 percent of the general transfer fund; 
namely the general allocation fund (DAU) and profit sharing fund 
(DBH) with a value of IDR 2.17 trillion to help the transportation 
sector.

The provision of cash transfers can be used by the community in 
accordance with their household needs. If subsidies are given for 
fuel, they will be wasted into vehicle smoke, which will only increase 
air emissions.

The government’s efforts in terms of monetary terms were carried 
out by Bank Indonesia (BI) in August by increasing its benchmark 
interest rate. The Bank Indonesia Board of Governors’ Meeting on 
22-23rd August 2022 decided to raise the BI 7-Day Reverse Repo 
Rate (BI7DRR) by 25bps to 3.75 percent, the Deposit Facility rate 
by 25bps to 3.00 percent, and the Lending Facility rate by 25bps to 
4.50 percent.

The decision to raise the interest rate is a pre-emptive and forward 
looking step to mitigate the risk of increasing core inflation and 
inflation expectations due to rising non-subsidized fuel prices and 
volatile food inflation. It also strengthens rupiah exchange rate 
stabilisation policy to be in line with its fundamental value with 
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persistently high global financial market uncertainty, particularly 
amidst stronger domestic economic growth.

Recommendations

Monetary and fiscal efforts have been carried out by the government 
as a mitigation of the inevitable wave of inflation. As a reflection, 
the government should reduce in-kind subsidies for the people. As a 
reflection of the previous years, subsidies in the form of goods such 
as fuel were never on target.

Furthermore, if good governance is carried out as it should be, 
in-kind subsidies will be right on target. However, so far, what 
has happened is that subsidies are only a tool to lure voters by 
politicians so that they are still maintained and even continue to be 
supplemented. In fact, the impact of the increase in fuel prices has a 
domino effect, especially on the field of food security for its people.

On the occasion of the increase in crude oil prices, the Ministry of 
Finance together with President Joko Widodo needs to consider 
world market prices. This is in anticipation for the state budget not 
to collapse if the macro assumption of ICP prices is less than the 
unequal global market price as it is today.

In distributing social assistance as a mitigation effort, the Ministry 
of Social Affairs needs to strengthen the Integrated Data on Social 
Welfare (DTKS) portal. The security and ease of filling DTKS 
need to be improved so that it is easy to carry out supervision and 
subsequent studies. Communications to the community are also 
important up to the regional level so that cash assistance can be 
distributed according to the target. Likewise, in the distribution of 
wage assistance, cooperation with the Ministry of Manpower and 
trade union associations is also important to do.

- Nuri Resti Chayyani  -

Main Report

The world crude oil price 
turned out to exceed the 
assumption of the 2022 
state budget, which 
was far above USD63 
per barrel. This has 
resulted in an overrun 
in the subsidy and 
compensation budget, 
so the government made 
price adjustments by 
increasing the price of 
subsidized and non-
subsidized fuel. The 
government’s policy 
created a domino effect 
for the community.
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Awkward Steps to Resolve Serious 
Human Rights Violations in the Past

President Joko Widodo stated that Presidential Decree (Keputusan 
Presiden/ Keppres) regarding the Establishment of a Non-Judicial 
Settlement Team for Past Serious Human Rights Violations had 
been signed. This team has the duty and responsibility to investigate 
past human rights crimes that have not been resolved. (tempo.co, 
18/8/2022). Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal, and Security 
Affairs (Menteri Koordinator Bidang Politik, Hukum, dan Keamanan/ 
Menko Polhukam), Mahfud MD, emphasized that the Presiden-
tial Decree is an order from laws and regulations (republika.co.id, 
19/8/2022). In fact, if examined further, there is no legal regulation 
that orders the formation of the Presidential Decree.

Mahfud MD tried to explain that in the past, after the 1998 Refor-
mation, the People’s Consultative Assembly of the Republic of In-
donesia (Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat Republik Indonesia/ MPR 
RI) ordered the settlement of cases of past human rights violations 
through two channels; namely, the judicial route through courts and 
non-judicial ones conducted by the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission. However, on 4th December 2006, Law of the Republic of 
Indonesia Number 27/2004 concerning the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission (TRC Law) was annulled by the Constitutional 
Court (Mahkamah Konstitusi/ MK) through Decision Number 006/
PUU-IV/2006 (republika.co.id, 19/ 8/2022). This actually suffices 
to explain that the use of non-judicial channels does not have a legal 
umbrella.

Provisions related to the settlement of past gross human rights viola-
tions through out-of-court channels are one of the objectives of the 
establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). 
Referring to Article 3 Letter a of the TRC Law, it is explained that 
the purpose of establishing the Commission is to “menyelesaikan 
pelanggaran hak asasi manusia yang berat yang terjadi pada masa 
lalu di luar pengadilan, guna mewujudkan perdamaian dan persatuan 
bangsa.” 

Law
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Therefore, it can be concluded that one of the inspirations for the 
government to issue Presidential Decree concerning the Establish-
ment of a Non-Judicial Settlement Team for Past Serious Human 
Rights Violations came from the provisions contained in the TRC 
Law. In fact, this logical basis can no longer be used because the 
Constitutional Court has canceled all provisions in the law.

One of the clauses tested in the Constitutional Court Decision 
Number 006/PUU-IV/2006 is Article 44 of the TRC Law. This 
provision explains that:

“Pelanggaran hak asasi manusia yang berat yang telah diungkapkan 
dan diselesaikan oleh Komisi, perkaranya tidak dapat diajukan lagi ke-
pada pengadilan hak asasi manusia ad hoc.”

The petitioners for the judicial review of the TRC Law concluded 
that the TRC was positioned the same way as the judiciary, and 
the commission could also be aimed at replacing the existence of a 
human rights court. In fact, it must again be remembered that the 
TRC is an extra-judicial institution that is intended as a comple-
ment to the settlement through the court mechanism. Therefore, 
the applicants saw that there was a tendency for everyone (victims 
of serious human rights violations) to be close to the access to a 
solution through a fair and impartial judicial process.

According to these considerations, the provisions in Article 44 of 
the TRC Law, which does not allow further examinations in the ad 
hoc Human Rights Court if the incident has been resolved through 
the TRC, has directly eliminated the state’s obligation to prosecute 
perpetrators of past gross human rights violations, as regulated in 
international law, both stated in practice (customary law) and in 
international treaties. The arguments presented by the petitioners 
ultimately became important things to be considered by the Con-
stitutional Court before making a decision on the judicial review of 
the TRC Law.

The Constitutional Court’s decision stated that the TRC Law was 
contrary to the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia 
(Undang-Undang Dasar Negara Republik Indonesia Tahun 1945 / 
UUD 1945). Based on this, the government should no longer have 
to turn on efforts to resolve cases of past gross human rights vio-
lations through non-judicial channels. If the government really has 
the political will to resolve cases of gross human rights violations in 
the past, what needs to be done is to run a human rights court ef-
fectively.

Law
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Walk at the Human Rights Court
Human rights violations are categorized into two types; namely, 
ordinary violations (isolated crimes) and gross violations of human 
rights, or often referred to as extraordinary crimes (Itjehar, 2003). 
Ordinary human rights violations will be tried through the gener-
al judiciary, both civil and criminal for civilians. Meanwhile for the 
military, a military court process applies. In addition, serious human 
rights crimes are not only legal problems but are also full of politi-
cal problems. Therefore, the resolution is carried out by a special 
judicial body for human rights, which is free from the intervention 
of other parties (Kusumo, 2000).

The legal basis for protecting human rights in Indonesia is not only 
contained in the 1945 Constitution, but there are also two imple-
menting regulations that are expected to be able to provide protec-
tion to all people in Indonesia, especially related to the protection 
of the rights they have. The two legal products are Law Number 
39/1999 concerning Human Rights (Human Right Law) and Law 
Number 26/2000 concerning the Court of Human Rights (Court 
of Human Rights Law). An ad hoc Human Rights Court was spe-
cifically established to conduct examinations and to decide on the 
cases of gross human rights violations.

Article 7 of the Law on the Human Rights Court mentions two 
forms of gross human rights violations, which include the crime of 
genocide and crimes against humanity. To date, there are fifteen 
cases of gross human rights violations that have been recorded and 
entered into the integrated criminal justice system. However, only 
three cases have been investigated and examined in the courts; 
namely, the East Timor case in 1999, Tanjung Priok in 1984, and 
Abepura in 2010. Meanwhile, related to the twelve other cases, the 
National Human Rights Commission and the Attorney General’s 
Office have not yet said one word to proceed to the courts (kom-
pas.com, 4/10/2021).

Problems arise when the provisions contained in the Presidential 
Decree concerning the Establishment of a Non-Judicial Settlement 
Team for Past Serious Human Rights Violations are implemented, 
there is a possibility that the twelve cases of gross human rights 
violations currently being handled by the National Human Rights 
Commission and the Attorney General’s Office will be terminated. 
The government can use the excuse that these cases no longer need 

Law
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to go to the courts because they have been resolved through non-
judicial channels. In fact, the process of law enforcement against se-
rious human rights cases requires transparent evidence, fulfills the 
sense of community justice, and fulfills the rights of the parties who 
are victims of the case.

President Joko Widodo must revoke the Presidential Decree con-
cerning the Establishment of a Non-Judicial Settlement Team for 
Past Serious Human Rights Violations. Regulations that do not 
have a legal umbrella in the form of laws have the potential to inter-
rupt and interfere with the law enforcement process carried out by 
the National Human Rights Commission, the Attorney General’s 
Office, and the Human Rights Court.

 - Hemi Lavour Febrinandez  -

The government’s choice 
to resolve past gross 
human rights violations 
using non-judicial 
channels is a wrong step. 
the National Human 
Rights Commission, 
the Attorney General’s 
Office, and the Human 
Rights Court should be 
encouraged to carry out 
their duties effectively to 
resolve these cases.

Law
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Money Politics Practices in the Implementations of 
General Elections and Regional Head Elections

The schedule and stages of holding the 2024 Simultaneous Gen-
eral Elections have been announced by the General Elections Com-
mission. The General Elections Commission has also prepared the 
stages of the 2024 Presidential Elections in two rounds as a form 
of anticipation. The General Election Commission has officially 
opened the stages of the 2024 Simultaneous Elections since June 
14, 2022. The legal provisions related to the stages of holding the 
2024 Simultaneous Elections are stated in the General Elections 
Commission (Peraturan Komisi Pemilihan Umum/ PKPU) Regula-
tion Number 3/2022 concerning the Stages and Schedule of the 
2024 General Elections (kontan.co.id, 13/7/2022). The PKPU has 
regulated provisions regarding the timing of the campaign, voting, 
and taking the oath/promise of the elected President and Vice Pres-
ident.

The 2024 Simultaneous Election campaign period is planned to 
take place from 13th November 2023 to 10th February 2024 or for 
75 days. The voting day will remain on 14th February 2024. Then, 
on November 27, 2024, simultaneous regional head elections will 
be held (kontan.co.id, 13/7/2022). Although there is an interval 
of ten months between the holding of the Simultaneous General 
Elections in 2024, it is certain that there will be overlaps between 
the stages of its implementations. This will be a challenge for the 
General Elections Commission and the Elections Supervisory Body 
as the organizers of the 2024 Simultaneous General Election and 
Regional Head Elections.

One of the problems that pose a threat to the integrity of the 2024 
Simultaneous General Elections and Regional Head Elections is the 
practice of money politics. Although Law Number 10/2016 con-
cerning the Elections of Governors, Regents and Mayors (Regional 
Head Elections Law) and Law Number 7/2017 concerning General 
Elections (General Elections Law) have prohibited and regulated 
provisions for sanctions for the practice of money politics, but the 

Law
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practice is still happening. When this forbidden practice of gaining 
votes continues to be used by candidates and political parties as 
participants in the General Elections and Regional Head Elections, 
it is certain that the main goal of those who are elected will only 
focus on efforts to return capital and take capital gains during their 
tenure.

We can learn from the practice of money politics that occurred dur-
ing the 2019 Simultaneous General Elections and the 2020 Simul-
taneous Regional Head Elections. The Elections Supervisory Body 
explained that there were cases of money politics that occurred in 
the 2019 Simultaneous Elections; namely, the 12 cases of alleged 
money politics that occurred during the quiet period of the 14th to 
16th April 2019 and on voting day; namely, 1 case in Ciamis Regen-
cy, 1 case in Kuningan Regency, 4 cases in Pangandaran Regency, 
1 case in Bandung City, 1 case in Indramayu Regency, and 4 cases 
in Garut Regency (Bawaslu, 2019). The case data handled by the 
Elections Supervisory Body were in line with the results of a sur-
vey conducted by the Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI) on the 
2019 Election and Democracy in Indonesia, which found that 47.4 
percent of the public confirmed the existence of money politics that 
took place in the 2019 Simultaneous Elections, and 46.7 percent 
considered money politics to be understandable (LIPI, 2020).

Public announcement of the practice of money politics in the im-
plementations of elections is something that must be anticipated 
through political education. If the elections to elect the president, 
vice president, and members of the legislature are conducted on a 
national scale, they are still vulnerable to this practice, what about 
the regional elections which are conducted in a smaller scope and 
are difficult to supervise because they are vulnerable to interven-
tion by capital owners, community leaders, and local strongman?

Referring to the results of a survey released on 10th January 2021 
by the Indonesian Survey Institute (Lembaga Survei Indonesia / 
LSI) it was known that the practice of money politics still occured in 
the holding of the 2020 Regional Head Elections. LSI conducted a 
telephone survey of 2,000 respondents using a simple random sam-
pling method during 11-14 December 2020. These findings could il-
lustrate that the actual practice of money politics was more prone 
to occur in regional elections and difficult for the organizers and the 
Integrated Law Enforcement Center (Sentra Penegakan Hukum 
Terpadu / Sentra Gakkumdu) to take actions in the regions.

Law
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The People’s Experiences of Being Offered Money/Goods 
During the 2020 Regional Head Elections

 
Source: katadata.co.id, 12/01/202.

LSI noted that 21.9 percent of respondents in the 2020 Regional 
Head Elections had once or twice been offered money or goods 
to vote for certain gubernatorial candidates. Then, 4.7 percent of 
respondents admitted that they were offered money or goods sev-
eral times to vote for certain governor candidates. As many as 22.7 
percent of respondents in the 2020 Regional Head Elections region 
admitted that they had been offered money or goods to choose 
certain candidates for regent/mayor. There were 5.7 percent of 
respondents who admitted that they had been offered money or 
goods several times to vote for certain candidates for regent/may-
or (katadata.co.id, 12/01/2021). Based on two data related to the 
practice of money politics that occurred in the holding of the 2019 
Simultaneous Elections and the 2020 Regional Head Elections, it 
can be concluded that vote buying in order to get voters’ votes is 
still used by candidates.

In order to maintain the integrity of the implementations of the 
2024 Simultaneous General Election and Regional Head Elections 
in preventing the practice of money politics, there are two things 
that can be done. First, through prevention efforts by carrying out 
effective political education to voters. The General Elections Com-
mission, the Elections Supervisory Body, together with law enforc-
ers, namely the Police, the Prosecutor’s Office, and the Corruption 
Eradication Commission need to run programs to provide education 
to the public regarding the dangers of money politics. These parties 
can also collaborate with political parties to provide candidates with 
a good understanding to use other methods of campaigning without 
having to buy voters’ votes.

Law
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Second, carrying out repressive efforts in law enforcement pro-
cesses related to punishment in the implementations of the 2024 
Simultaneous General Elections and Regional Head Elections. The 
Integrated Law Enforcement Center as a center for law enforce-
ment activities for election crimes, which consists of elements of 
the Elections Supervisory Body, the Police, and the Prosecutor’s 
Office, must work transparently, independently, and integrity. Peo-
ple also often find it difficult to distinguish between administrative 
and criminal violations in elections and local elections. For this rea-
son, it is important to introduce the roles and duties of the Inte-
grated Law Enforcement Center to the community.

- Hemi Lavour Febrinandez -

Money politics practices 
such as ‘vote buying’ can 
only be prevented by 
collaboration between the 
community, election and 
local election organizers, 
and law enforcement 
officers.
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Questioning the Ambiguity of Clientelism
 in the Case of Suharso Monoarfa

Politics

The Chair of the Central Executive Board (DPP) of the United 
Development Party (PPP), Suharso Monoarfa, is claimed to have 
been dismissed from his position through a meeting of the Party 
Court that was held on 2-3 September 2022. The decision to dis-
miss Suharso Monoarfa was a proposal from three PPP assemblies; 
namely, the Sharia Council, the Assembly Honor, and the Advisory 
Council, because they considered Suharso to have caused a com-
motion within the PPP (cnnindonesia, 05/09/2022). Furthermore, 
the dismissal of Suharso Monoarfa was confirmed through the re-
sults of the PPP National Working Meeting (Mukernas), which was 
attended by regional leaders from 29 provinces, the Sharia Coun-
cil, the Honorary Council, the Advisory Council, the Autonomous 
Body, and the PPP DPP Leaders (Kompas.com, 06/09/2022).

The commotion referred to by the three PPP Councils referred to 
the polemics caused by Suharso Monoarfa’s statement at the Brief-
ing on Anti-Corruption and Politics with Integrity organized by the 
Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) on August 15, 2022. At 
the event, Suharso Monoarfa told his experience while serving as 
the Acting Chair of PPP.

In his story, Suharso Monoarfa said that someone once explained 
to him the need to give gifts, in this context, Suharso Monoarfa 
referred to the gifts as “envelopes for the kiai” when he visited 
pesantren. Suharso Monoarfa also said that this was still happening 
today and was a problem that needed to be faced.

The Envelopes for Kiai and the Practice of Clientelism
The issue in Suharso Monoarfa’s statement in the KPK’s event is 
actually not a new issue. This is inherent and often happens in the 
community when dealing with politicians. If we refer to the expla-
nation of Aspinall & Berenschot (2019), cases such as those told by 
Suharso Monoarfa can be called the practice of clientelism.
By definition, clientelism is a relationship between patrons and cli-
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ents, in which resources are distributed from the patrons to the cli-
ents, either in the forms of cash, goods, or projects, with the hope 
that the clients will vote for the patrons in elections. Therefore, Su-
harso Monoarfa can be said to be a patron, because he distributes 
resources to clients, in this context, members of the pesantren.

According to Aspinall & Sukmajati (2015), there are five forms of 
clientelism practice. The first one is vote buying; namely, the distri-
bution of cash payments from candidates to voters. In Indonesia, 
many terms have been used to describe vote buying, such as “the 
dawn attacks”.

The second one is individual gifts. In contrast to vote buying, in-
dividual gifts are not in the forms of money but are in the forms of 
souvenirs. This practice is usually carried out by candidates when 
meeting directly with voters, such as visiting voters’ homes or dur-
ing campaigning.

The third one is services and activities. Candidates often donate 
funds for various community activities, such as Koran recitation ac-
tivities, sports tournaments, cooking demonstrations, and others. 
In such activities, in general, candidates will promote themselves 
directly. In addition, there are also forms of activity services, such 
as free health services where the candidates do not directly meet 
the voters, but the voters know those who hold the activities.

The fourth one is club goods; namely, gifts from candidates to vot-
ers that are mutually beneficial for certain social groups rather than 
for individuals. The types of goods distributed are in the forms of 
goods that can be used for the benefits of the group, such as wor-
ship equipments for religious groups or sports equipment for sports 
groups. In addition to goods, candidates also often make donations 
in the form of cash for the constructions or renovations of infra-
structure, such as donations for the constructions of houses of wor-
ship. Candidates find these kinds of distributions legal or morally 
acceptable activities.

The fifth one is pork barrels; namely, government projects aimed at 
certain geographic areas. The main characteristic of these projecta 
is that they are actually funded from public funds or government 
budgets and are aimed at the public in the hope that the receiving 
public will provide support in the upcoming elections to the candi-
date who gave the projects.

Politics
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Of the five forms of clientelism practices proposed by Aspinall & 
Sukmajati (2015), the case of “envelopes for kiai” as told by Suharso 
Monoarfa is clientelism in the form of individual gifts if the enve-
lopes are given only to one person, in the form of service and activi-
ties if the envelopes are given to finance certain activities, or in the 
form of club goods if Suharso Monoarfa provides a number of goods 
that can be used by pesantren residents.

However, the practice of clientelism does not always have a bad 
meaning. Burhanuddin Muhtadi (2020) in his book Power of Money: 
Money Politics in the Post-New Order Election says that the survey 
results he conducted during 2006 to 2015 showed that 39 percent 
of the public who had accepted money politics felt that it was ac-
ceptable (Muhtadi, 2020). 

Furthermore, Burhanuddin Muhtadi (2020) also explains that for 
some politicians who will compete in elections, giving something 
to voters is a natural thing. For example, one of the legislative can-
didates interviewed in Burhanuddin Muhtadi’s research explained 
that “giving money to one’s constituents is considered bisyarah or a 
sign of love. Bisyarah is simple and is a tradition or culture”. Not only 
that, another legislative candidate also said that” if we need the sup-
port of others, then we must have a good sense of understanding. The 
people who will vote for me cannot work on voting day. I am just giving 
some compensation. It is not expensive, just a token to secure the sup-
port so that they do not support the opponents”
 
Based on the explanations above and related to the case of “the 
kiai envelopes” proposed by Suharso Monoarfa, it can be seen that 
there is nothing wrong with the story. This is because the practice 
of clientelism does occur. In addition, the problem of the practice of 
clientelism also needs to be resolved considering that it is a seed of 
corruption, and it destroys democracy. This is because voters are 
offered policies that are programmatic in nature but are transac-
tional. However, the problem that has occurred so far is that the 
practice of clientelism is still considered normal by some of the pub-
lic. In addition, the candidates as patrons also see this as a normal 
thing.

Politics
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Candidates’ Dilemma and Efforts to be Aware of Clientelism 
Practices ahead of the 2024 Simultaneous General Elections 
and Regional Head Elections

Suharso Monoarfa’s statement at the event organized by the KPK 
was actually a form of political communication strategy to portray 
himself and PPP as an anti-corruption party. The reason is that 
when referring to the explanations from Kramer (2022) in his book 
entitled “Candidates’ Dilemma”, campaigning for anti-corruption 
messages is considered effective in improving the performance of 
political parties in elections.

However, there is a gap between campaigns at the macro and mi-
cro levels. If the anti-corruption narrative is effective enough at the 
macro level, then it is not so at the micro level. Anti-corruption nar-
ratives are often “luxury items” that legislative candidates cannot 
enjoy, let alone sell to voters. On the other hand, the practice of 
clientelism promises a more definite vote for candidates (insidein-
donesia.org, 2022). This is where the candidates’ dilemma lies, 
where they must image themselves as anti-corruption figures, but 
the practice of clientelism as a seed of corruption becomes more 
promising for victory in the elections.

One of the reasons why the practices of clientelism and money poli-
tics occur in Indonesia is because regulations still have loopholes. 
Although money politics has been regulated in Article 523 Para-
graph (1) to Paragraph (3) of Law Number 7/2017 concerning Elec-
tions (Election Law), the follow-up of this regulation has not had 
enough impact. Therefore, it is necessary to re-evaluate the law, 
especially from Article 523 Paragraph (1) to Paragraph (3) of the 
Election Law so that the regulation can provide a deterrent effect 
for the perpetrators.

In addition, the judiciary for criminal acts of money politics must be 
carried out fairly, objectively, quickly, and simply. There are several 
cases where the judicial processes for the criminal acts of money 
politics stagnate, are long-winded, and even unresolved. Therefore, 
the judicial mechanism for money politics must be better regulated 
and incorporated into the Election Law.

Not only that, the Election Supervisory Body (Bawaslu) needs to 
pay special attention to the practice of clientelism considering that 
the 2024 simultaneous elections are in sight. Furthermore, law en-
forcement officers with integrity, credibility, and commitment are 

Politics
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needed in carrying out their duties and responsibilities. In this con-
text, the Integrated Law Enforcement Center (Sentra Gakumdu) 
as a pillar in the supervision and prosecution of criminal acts of 
money politics must be free from the practice of bribery.

Eliminating clientelism is not only the task of Bawaslu but also the 
task of the General Elections Commission (KPU). Seeing the fact 
that there are still candidates and even the public that consider 
money politics a normal thing, KPU must be able to provide educa-
tion to the public as much as possible and collaborate with relevant 
stakeholders to reject clientelism and money politics.

It is important to educate the public and convince them that they 
are able to choose and determine leaders who are free from corrup-
tion by rejecting clientelism and money politics, not choosing lead-
ers who use money politics in elections and local elections.

- Ahmad Hidayah   -

If you look at it based on 
the form of clientelism, 
there is nothing wrong 
with Suharso Monoarfa’s 
statement. However, 
there is still ambiguity 
regarding clientelism in 
Indonesia. On the one 
hand, it undermines 
democracy. On the 
other hand, the practice 
of clientelism is still 
considered normal by 
some of the public. In 
fact, the candidates as 
patrons also see this as a 
matter of course. For this 
reason, it is important for 
all parties to continue to 
encourage rejection of the 
practice of clientelism.
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Observing Voter Participation in the 2024 Elections

One of the benchmarks for the success of general elections (Pemilu) 
is the level of voter participation. Ahead of the 2024 simultaneous 
elections, the Chair of the General Elections Commission of the 
Republic of Indonesia (KPU RI), Hasyim Asy’ari, is optimistic that 
voter participation in the 2024 elections will increase compared 
to that in the 2019 elections, with a targeted participation rate of 
around 77.5 percent. Likewise, the simultaneous Regional Head 
Elections (Pilkada) on December 9, 2020 had a high voter turnout, 
at a level of 76 percent, even though it was held in the midst of the 
Coronavirus disease (Covid-19) pandemic in Indonesia (republika.
co.id, 22/7/2022).

KPU has set a high target for Indonesian people’s participation in 
the upcoming 2024 Simultaneous Elections, which is a level of 99 
percent. KPU commissioner Idham Holik said the target was not 
grandiose, because Indonesian democracy was getting better every 
year (medcom.com, 5/9/2022). Based on the explanations above, 
this paper shall try to explore voter participation ahead of the 2024 
General Elections.

Political Participation
According to Miriam Budiardjo (in Miaz, 2012), political participa-
tion is the embodiment of the implementation of legitimate political 
power by the community. Community members who participate in 
the political process through elections are motivated by the belief 
that through these joint activities their interests will be channeled 
or at least taken care of.

Political participation can be realized in various forms. Almond (in 
Warganegara, et al, 2019) distinguishes two forms of participation; 
namely, conventional participation and non-conventional participa-
tion. Conventional participation includes voting, political discus-
sions, campaign activities; join interest groups; and individual com-
munications with political and administrative officials. Meanwhile, 
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non-conventional forms of participation are petitions, demonstra-
tions, confrontations, strikes; acts of political violence against prop-
erty (destruction, bombing, arson); acts of political violence against 
humans (kidnapping and murder); and guerrilla warfare and revolu-
tion.

A person’s political behavior in voting in elections is often consid-
ered the oldest form of political participation in modern political his-
tory. This form of participation is linked between the quantity and 
quality of voters and the level of political participation. Quantity 
concerns how many voters cast their votes, and quality concerns 
the willingness or mobilization of voters to make their choices (Al-
mond in Wrganegara, et al, 2019).

Voter Participation in Elections in Indonesia
Indonesia has held elections 12 times since 1955. In the 1955 Legisla-
tive Elections, the voter turnout reached 91.4 percent. Meanwhile, 
the number of valid national votes reached 37.79 million votes, and 
the number of seats in the People’s Representative Council (DPR) 
was 257. Entering the New Order era, elections were held again 
in 1971. In the 1971 legislative elections, the voter participation rate 
reached 96.6 percent. This figure was the highest in history.

The high voter turnout at that time was not due to public aware-
ness of the importance of elections, but because of the mobiliza-
tion carried out by the political machine of the New Order regime, 
which consisted of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Indonesia 
(ABRI), the Functional Group (Golkar), and the bureaucracy to 
mobilize voters.

Voter participation in the New Order era was low at a level of 93.6 
percent in the 1997 General Elections. The decline in participation 
in the 1997 General Election was due to the strengthening of com-
munity groups who did abstaining (white groups). Golput itself is a 
political protest movement due to all national problems. The target 
of the protest from the Golput movement was the holding of elec-
tions (Sanit in Arianto, 2011).

Commenting on golput, Eep Saefulloh Fatah classifies lput into 
four groups. The first one is technical abstention, namely, those 
who due to certain technical reasons (such as deceased family, 
overslept, etc.) were unable to visit the polling places or those who 
made wrong votes so that their votes were declared invalid (Ari-
anto, 2011).

Politics
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The second one is technical-political abstention, such as those who 
were not registered as voters due to their own faults or other par-
ties’ faults (statistical institutions, election administrators). The 
third one is political abstention; namely, those who feel they have 
no choice from the available candidates or do not believe that the 
elections will bring about changes and improvements. The fourth 
one is ideological abstention; namely, those who do not believe in 
(liberal) democratic mechanisms and do not want to be involved in 
it either for reasons of religious fundamentalism or other political-
ideological reasons (Arianto, 2011).

The 1997 elections were the last elections held in the authoritarian 
era. Public and student protests against the state’s condition under 
the New Order regime finally culminated in 1998, which led to the 
ouster of President Suharto from power.

The fall of Suharto marked the birth of the Reform era. In this era, 
elections were held in 1999. The euphoria and passion for freedom 
after being shackled for 32 years under the New Order regime in-
creased competition between political parties. There were 48 po-
litical parties participating in the elections. The voter turnout was 
also quite high, reaching 92.7 percent. However, entering the 2004 
and 2009 elections, the participation rate showed a decline. This 
decrease was due to the increasing number of abstentions in the 
two elections.

Furthermore, the level of participation in the general elections, 
especially the legislative elections, again showed an increase to a 
level of 75.11 percent in the 2014 elections. The Center for Political 
Studies at the University of Indonesia (Puskapol UI) noted that the 
increase in voter participation was due to four reasons. The first 
reason was the revival of citizen participation in seeking information 
before voting through alternative media. The second reason was 
the ability of citizens to determine their own leaders in the midst 
of black campaign and money politics. The third reason was the 
growth of voluntarism in politics as seen from the emergence of the 
volunteer phenomenon. The fourth reason was the experience of 
citizen groups in transacting a list of demands/interests to potential 
leaders (political contracts).

Then, in the 2019 elections, the participation rate again increased 
to 81.69 percent. According to Ramlan Surbakti (1992), there are 
two important variables that influence the level of political partici-
pation; namely, the level of political awareness and the concerns to 
evaluate the government’s policies and their implementations.

Politics
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Referring to these two variables, Purbolaksono (2019) considers 
that the increasing number of voter participation in the 2019 Gener-
al Elections indicated the increasing political awareness of citizens 
about their rights and obligations. One of the rights and obligations 
of citizens in the political field is implemented through participating 
in elections.

Then, if we refer to the second variable, it is about the voters’ as-
sessments of the government’s performance. This is influenced by 
the division of supporters of the two presidential and vice presiden-
tial candidates. For the supporters of Joko Widodo (Jokowi) – KH 
Maaruf, the incumbent, the voters will assess that the performance 
of the Jokowi government was very good and needed to be con-
tinued in the second period. Meanwhile, in the Prabowo Subianto 
- Sandiaga Uno support camp, they judged that the performance of 
the Jokowi government was very bad, so it needed to be replaced 
by the presidential and vice presidential candidate pairs that they 
supported.

According to the two assessments from the two supporters, the 
voters used their voting rights as citizens to fight for their chosen 
candidates. The great interest of the two supporters in the presi-
dential election, ultimately increased the number of people’s par-
ticipation in the 2019 election.

Figure 1. Voter Participation Rate in the 1955-2019 General 
Election

 Source: Katadata, 21/6/2022.
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According to the explanations above, the high and low voter turn-
out can be caused by many factors. In the New Order era, the high 
participation was due to the mobilization carried out by the regime’s 
political machine. Meanwhile, in the Reform era, increased partici-
pation was due to a number of factors, such as competition be-
tween parties and candidates for president and vice president, as 
well as the increasing public awareness of their voting rights and the 
political issues surrounding them.

DOn the other hand, a factor that can also reduce voter turnout 
is the increase in abstentions. To quote again the classification of 
golput from Eep Saefulloh Fatah above, golput could emerge as it 
is a form of their protest against the behavior of political elite. Ab-
stentions could exist because they do not believe in elections as an 
instrument of democracy. Abstentions could also occur due to mis-
takes by election organizers in compiling the voters list.

Recommendations
As discussed in the previous section, the high and low electoral par-
ticipation was caused by a number of factors. Ahead of the 2024 
General Elections, several steps are needed to encourage an in-
crease in the quantity and quality of voter participation.

These steps are: first, election organizers, both the General Elec-
tions Commission (KPU) and the Elections Supervisory Body (Ba-
waslu) should work closely with the Ministry of Home Affairs to 
improve and prepare for the process of updating the voter data 
properly. This step should be taken so that no citizen will become 
an abstainer because he or she is not registered as a voter.

Second, it is very important for political parties participating in the 
election to create educational campaigns. These educational cam-
paigns should have an emphasis on the discussions of ideas. The 
debates of ideas in the public sphere aim to generate public aware-
ness in democracy.

Third, there should be collaborative efforts amongst election admin-
istrators, mass media and civil society groups to disseminate infor-
mation about elections and voter education, as well as strengthen-
ing media literacy for the community. Strengthening media literacy 
will foster a critical understanding of circulating information. The 
public will be able to sort out the information obtained to find out 
whether it is a hoax or not.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

One of the benchmarks 
for the success of the 
general elections (Pemilu) 
is the level of voter 
participation. Ahead of 
the 2024 simultaneous 
elections, several efforts 
are needed to encourage 
an increase in the 
quantity and quality of 
voter participation.
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The Coalition Mapping toward 

Simultaneous Elections in 2024

With the general elections (election) remaining less than two years 
away, several political parties have begun to form coalitions. This 
has been done by political parties, considering that one of the re-
quirements to nominate president and vice president is to obtain 
support from a political party or coalition of political parties that 
has at least 20 percent of the total number of seats in the House of 
Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia (DPR RI) or won 25 
percent of the total number of votes in the previous election in ac-
cordance with Law Number 7/2017 concerning General Elections 
(Election Law). The following is the percentages of total number of 
votes and the total number of seats owned by political parties in the 
DPR RI resulting from the 2019 simultaneous elections.

Table 1. The Percentages of the Total Number of Votes and 
the Total Number of Seats owned by Political Parties in the 

Indonesian House of Representatives resulting from the 
2019 Simultaneous Elections

 
Source: Poltracking Indonesia, 2022
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Currently, there are at least two coalitions that have been formed. 
The first one is the United Indonesia Coalition (KIB), which con-
sists of the Golkar Party (Golkar), the National Mandate Party 
(PAN), and the United Development Party (PPP). The Chairs of 
these three parties  (Airlangga Hartarto, Suharso Monoarfa, and 
Zulkifli Hasan) signed a memorandum of understanding on the for-
mation of KIB on June 4, 2022 (Tempo.co, 05/06/2022). Referring 
to the Election Law, this coalition can nominate the president and 
vice president because it has 25.73 percent of the total number of 
seats in the DPR RI, even though they only won 23.67 percent of 
the total number of votes.

The second coalition comprises the Gerindra Party and the Nation-
al Awakening  Party (PKB). The seriousness of the two parties in 
forming a coalition has been evidenced by the signing of a declara-
tion charter by the Chair of the Gerindra Party, Prabowo Subianto, 
and the PKB Chair, Muhaimin Iskandar, on August 13, 2022 (Kom-
pas.com, 13/08/2022). The Gerindra Party and PKB coalition has 
also fulfilled the requirement for the nomination of president and 
vice president, as they already have 23.66 percent of the total num-
ber of seats in the DPR RI, although they only won 22.26 percent of 
the total number of votes.

With the existence of two coalitions, there are practically four po-
litical parties in the DPR RI that have not yet determined their posi-
tions; namely, the Democratic Party, the Prosperous Justice Party 
(PKS), the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP), and 
the Nasdem Party. This paper shall try to project a coalition map-
ping by looking at three possibilities; namely, four coalitions, three 
coalitions, and two coalitions.

Three Coalition Scenarios
The first scenario is the existence of four coalitions; namely the KIB; 
the Gerindra – PKB coalition; PDIP; and the Democratic Party – 
PKS – Nasdem coalition. The assumptions of this scenario are that 
there will be no additional political parties from the two existing 
coalitions, that PDIP that can nominate presidential and vice presi-
dential candidates alone is not in a coalition, and that three parties 
that have not yet made up their minds to form their own coalitions.
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Table 2. Scenario One with Four Coalitions

  
The second scenario is the creation of three coalitions. The first 
coalition is KIB plus the Democratic Party. This is possible to have a 
duet between Airlangga Hartarto and Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono. 
The second coalition is the Gerindra – PKB coalition plus PKS. The 
addition of PKS is due to PKS’ close relationship with Gerindra since 
the 2019 Elections. PKS has also communicated with PKB, calling 
the coalition the Red Ant Coalition. The third coalition is the two 
remaining parties; namely Nasdem and PDIP. This coalition could 
occur if PDIP nominates Ganjar Pranowo. The reason is that Nas-
dem has from the beginning mentioned Ganjar Pranowo’s name as 
one of the presidential candidates to be nominated.

Table 3. Scenario Two with Three Coalitions

 
The third scenario is two coalitions. The first coalition is KIB plus 
Nasdem and PDIP. This is possible because KIB do not have a quali-
fied figure, so PDIP will enter into this coalition by nominating Gan-
jar Pranowo. If PDIP joins the nomination of Ganjar Pranowo, it is 
likely that Nasdem will also join KIB. The second coalition is Gerin-
dra and PKB plus the Democratic Party and PKS. This departs from 
the assumption that it is impossible for the Democratic and PKS to 
form their own coalition. For the Democratic Party, the most ratio-
nal possibility is to join this coalition because it is unlikely to be in 
the same coalition as the PDIP. In addition, PKS is likely to join this 
coalition due to its proximity to Gerindra.
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Table 4. Scenario Three with Two Coalitions
 

Not only based on the number of seats of political parties in the 
Parliament, tickets for presidential candidacy in the upcoming 2024 
election can also be based on the national votes in the 2019 elec-
tions. This means that embracing non-parliamentary political par-
ties is also deemed necessary. If the national vote acquisitions of 
these non-parliamentary parties are put together, their national 
vote will reach 9.7 percent.

Figure 1. National Votes of Non-Parliamentary Parties in 
the 2019 Elections

Source: processed from kpu.go.id

Political Parties as Ticket Providers for Presidential and Vice 
Presidential Candidates
One of the main reasons why political parties are currently estab-
lishing relationships and forming coalitions is because the Election 
Law requires a minimum of 20 percent of the total seats in the Par-
liament or a minimum of 25 percent of total number of votes in 
the previous legislative elections. This means that political parties 
become gate-keepers that have the right to determine those who 
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will have the tickets to run as presidential and vice-presidential can-
didates in the upcoming 2024 elections. Therefore, political parties 
should not talk about their candidates in the presidential elections 
before forming a coalition.

However, what political parties need to do at this time is to main-
tain the solidity of the coalitions. The reason is that there is the pos-
sibility of some political parties leaving the coalitions as they believe 
that other coalitions are more likely to win. As a result, the coali-
tions can be destroyed, and the tickets for presidential nominations 
will be lost.

For this reason, as an effort to maintain the solidity between politi-
cal parties, the visions, missions, views and political attitudes of the 
coalitions must be clear. This can be strengthened by communica-
tions between political parties that needs to be maintained continu-
ously so that there are no visions, missions, political views and at-
titudes that change.

-  Ahmad Hidayah   -

With less than two 
years before the general 
elections, several political 
parties have started 
forming coalitions. 
This paper shall try 
to project a coalition 
mapping by looking 
at three possibilities; 
namely, four coalitions, 
three coalitions, and two 
coalitions.
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Eradicating Corrupt Practices in Educational Institutions

Indonesia has again noted that there were cases of corruption that 
occurred in educational institutions in the form of alleged bribery 
received by the Chancellor of the University of Lampung (Unila) in 
the process of accepting new students. These actions were likely 
only parts of the tip of the iceberg. There are still many corruption 
cases at the micro and macro levels that occur in educational insti-
tutions, both grand corruption (large scale) and petty corruption 
(small scale). Therefore, this paper shall intend to further analyze 
the practice of corruption in educational institutions and the efforts 
that can be made to eliminate it.

Corruption in Educational Institutions
The results of the Indonesian Corruption Watch study (ICW, 2021) 
showed that the education sector was one of the public service sec-
tors with the most corruption (top 5). In 2021, law enforcement 
handled 44 cases of corruption in the education sector. In the pe-
riod 2016 to September 2021, ICW noted that there were 240 cas-
es of corruption that occurred in the education sector, with state 
losses of 1.6 trillion. This amount was equivalent to the provision 
of School Operational Assistance (BOS) funds for 1.46 million el-
ementary school students, or to build more than seven thousand 
new classrooms in the Papua Region. If used properly, the amount 
of the loss could have been used to help improve equality of access 
to education in Indonesia.  

The number of corruption cases in Indonesia, including in educa-
tional institutions, shows that the state’s efforts to eradicate white-
collar crimes have not been serious. The state has also not been se-
rious about improving the quality of existing education. According 
to the results of a poll of young people conducted by the Indonesian 
Institute from July to August 2022, out of a total of 85 respon-
dents, 84 percent of them admitted that efforts to crack down on 
corruption in Indonesia had not gone well. In addition, 55 percent 
of respondents also thought that the stakeholders were not serious 
about encouraging the improvement of the quality of education.

Social
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According to Deliversky (2016), the education system can become 
corrupt in several ways, such as in the implementations of the ed-
ucation functions, the provision of goods and services, mistakes 
made by professionals, and treatment in the tax and property pro-
cesses. Corruption can occur in all processes from planning to man-
agement; for example, in the process of school construction, the 
recruitment of students/teachers, the promotion and appointment 
of teachers, the provision and distribution of equipment/textbooks, 
the allocation of allowances/assistance for students, examination 
process, and other activities. These practices are included in petty 
corruption.

Petty corruption occurs at the institutional level or is carried out by 
an individual (Deliversky, 2016). Some examples of petty corrup-
tion that often occur in educational institutions include bribery, ex-
tortion, giving gifts, favoritism in giving jobs, and others. Although 
small in scale, the effects of these practices are substantial and det-
rimental to the improvement of the quality of education. Accord-
ing to Widoyoko (2010; 2007), petty corruption is closely related 
to the corrupt structure of the national education bureaucracy. 
Small-scale corruption occurs because the authorities in the institu-
tion and bureaucracy allow it to happen. Instead of punishing, the 
practice of this crime is lasting because it is needed/required by the 
authorities.

There are various consequences of corrupt practices in educational 
institutions. First, there is a waste of financial resources. This con-
sequence also occurs in corrupt practices in other public sectors. 
Furthermore, the cost of education corruption is also experienced 
by students when they do not have access to educational services 
due to corruption in the student or student admissions process.

Such as in the case of Unila, corruption practices in the student/
student admissions processes indirectly limit gifted students/stu-
dents from being able to access educational services, because the 
student/student admission quota is filled by parties who can bribe 
education providers. There are similar corruption in the subsequent 
processes, such as in the implementations of exams or other educa-
tional activities.

The practice of corruption should not be allowed to become a 
habit, especially in educational institutions that have a major role in 
internalizing values and norms for the society. If educational institu-
tions are corrupt, the eradication of corrupt practices in the broader 
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state processes will be more difficult to carry out. Educational in-
stitutions should be agents to instill anti-corruption education, not 
become fertile breeding grounds for these criminal practices.

Recommendations
According to the analysis above, here are some things that stake-
holders can do. First, the role of academics and think tanks is needed 
to develop a deep and solid understanding of the structure of cor-
ruption in educational institutions. This is important to challenge 
the potential causes of corruption and to design regulatory mecha-
nisms to deal with them.

Second, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Tech-
nology (Kemendikbudristek), Ministry of Religion, education of-
fices, education units, universities, and other relevant stakeholders 
must have a commitment and integrity to promote transparency 
and accountability in managing the education system, including in 
the management of the education budget. All educational policies 
and programs must be implemented by prioritizing transparency in 
all stages of educational activities.

Third, the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) needs to 
work together with the Ministry of Education and Culture and 
the Ministry of Religion to take firm actions and prevent corrupt 
practices that occur in educational institutions, both small and 
large-scale corruption cases. Anti-corruption education must also 
be intensified by these parties so that corruption does not become 
commonplace.

Fourth, the collaboration with and the involvement of civil society 
organizations and anti-corruption activists, research institutions, 
universities, study centers, and other related parties are also very 
important in promoting anti-corruption education in relevant min-
istries/institutions. Fifth, strengthening the capacity of the govern-
ment, educators, and education personnel is also urgently needed 
to improve the management of the corrupt education system.

In the future, in the general election processes, the public also needs 
to be encouraged to choose pairs of presidential and vice presiden-
tial candidates, as well as candidates for legislative members and 
regional heads, who have clear visions and missions related to elimi-
nating corruption and improving the quality of education.

-  Nisaaul Muthiah -

Social

All forms of corrupt 
practices, including in 
educational institutions, 
must be abolished, 
because these actions 
hinder the improvement 
of the quality of and 
access to education, and 
also hinder the process 
of eliminating corrupt 
practices in the entire 
state process.
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Considering the Second-hand Clothing Import 
Ban Regulation

In mid-August 2022, Minister of Trade Zulkifli Hasan destroyed 
750 bales of second-hand clothing worth Rp. 8.5 billion in the 
Gracia warehouse area, Karawang, West Java. The action was 
aimed at enforcing the Regulation of the Minister of Trade of the 
Republic of Indonesia Number 40/2022 concerning the Amend-
ment to the Regulation of the Minister of Trade Number 18/2021 
concerning Goods Prohibited from Exporting and Goods Prohib-
ited from Importing (Permendag 40/2022). The regulation states 
that one of the types of goods that are prohibited from being 
imported is second-hand clothing.

The regulation regarding the prohibition on the importation 
of used clothing has existed since 2015, which is stated in the 
Regulation of the Minister of Trade of the Republic of Indonesia 
Number 51/M-DAG/Per/7/2015 concerning the Prohibition of 
the Imports of Used Clothing. But in reality, until now the used 
clothing business is increasingly popular among the public. This 
condition shows that the regulation regarding the prohibition on 
the imports of used clothing is not effective. 

The destruction of second-hand clothes by Zulkifli Hasan also 
received mixed responses from various groups. Some parties 
agree with the steps taken by the Minister of Trade, but some 
think that the import of second-hand clothing does not need to 
be prohibited because its existence has various benefits for the 
community. Therefore, this paper is intended to provide a brief 
analysis of second-hand clothing and the prohibition on the im-
portation of these goods.

Fashion Industry Development
Since 2010, the development of the clothing and textile industry 
has continued to increase (katadata.co.id, 25/03/2022). Even in 
2019, the clothing industry had become one of the types of in-
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dustries with the highest growth record compared to the other 
sectors. (kemenperin.go.id, 06/05/2019). Although in 2020 the 
development of the clothing industry had experienced a decline 
due to the pandemic, now the sector is slowly increasing again.

Fast fashion as a part of the clothing industry has also experi-
enced significant developments in Indonesia and the world (Ko-
rnelis, 2022). The fast fashion market is expected to grow to 
USD133.43 billion by 2026 with an annual growth rate of 7.7 
percent (thebusinessresearchcompany.com, 05/09/2022). 

Besides, fast fashion harms the global warming process (Soe-
listyowati & Purnomo, 2020). Waste generated during the fast 
fashion production process will be disposed of in rivers or the sea 
so that it will cause pollution that is dangerous for the survival 
of the creatures that live in it. Fashion products that are no lon-
ger used/interested will also be thrown away and become waste 
that is very difficult to recycle.

The above conditions are not in line with the sustainable devel-
opment targets (SDGs) points 12 and 13 regarding sustainable 
consumption and production patterns and actions to combat 
climate change. Therefore, thrift clothes are an alternative to 
consuming/buying clothes amid the massive development of fast 
fashion. 

Why Thrift Clothes
There are various reasons why someone chooses to buy thrift 
clothes. Waste4change (27/11/2019) mentions some of these 
reasons, including, first, using thrift clothes means that we 
implement the 3R principle (reduce, reuse, recycle) by reusing 
clothes that are still in good condition. Not buying new clothes 
can indirectly reduce clothing waste. Thrift shopping is also one 
way to encourage a circular economy.

Second, the prices of thrift clothes are cheaper and the quality 
of the clothes is relatively good. Thrift clothes tend \ to be more 
durable because they have survived one life cycle from the previ-
ous owners; especially if compared to fast fashion which tends to 
be easily damaged and stretchy after using it for a while.

Third, thrift clothes provide an opportunity for buyers to express 
themselves with fashion creatively and according to their respec-
tive fashion tastes. Because it is possible that the clothes sold in 
the thrift shop are not the types of clothes that are popular at a 
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certain time. However, this is a challenge for buyers to mix and 
match the thrift clothes they find. 

Fourth, by using thrift clothes, one has the opportunity to find 
unique and rare clothes. In contrast to buying in conventional 
stores or shopping centers in general, the clothes sold there are 
usually produced in large quantities so that buyers have the po-
tential to have the same clothes as other people. Meanwhile, by 
buying thrift clothes, it is very unlikely that someone will have 
the same clothes as other people. 

Some of these reasons show that thrift clothes are part of popu-
lar culture that is difficult to remove from society. Consuming 
thrift clothes is not only a means to fulfill the need to stay fash-
ionable, it can also indirectly be an effort to adopt a wise con-
sumption pattern; namely, by reusing second-hand clothes that 
are still fit for use. 

The results of research conducted by Karimah & Syafrizal (2013) 
in Pekanbaru showed that thrift cloth buyers were not only the 
middle class but also the upper and lower classes. This condi-
tion showed that economic factors were not the only motiva-
tion for someone to choose thrift clothes There were also other 
factors, such as reasons for sustainability and satisfaction with 
fashion needs. Therefore, the policy of prohibiting the imports 
of second-hand clothing will be difficult to implement, because 
thrifting has become part of the popular culture of the Indone-
sian people and has long found its markets and enthusiasts.

Even though second-hand clothing has been banned since 2015, 
in fact, the thrift shop business still exists and is increasing in 
number in various regions, both conventional and online stores. 
A study conducted by Salahuddin (2017) shows that the second-
hand clothing trade is quite promising in terms of profits. A thrift 
cloth trader claimed to be able to pocket a turnover of up to 18 
million per month (Kompas.com, 14/01/2020). The business is 
run online with minimal initial capital. 

This condition shows that the thrift cloth business can be a busi-
ness opportunity and source of income for the community. Re-
stricting people’s access to second-hand imported clothes indi-
rectly also limits the market opportunities that can be created by 
the community.
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Furthermore, if the government thinks that thrift clothes can kill 
domestic clothing products, then this assumption needs to be 
reviewed. The reason is, that both thrift clothes and local cloth-
ing have their respective market shares. Often these markets in-
tersect one another. Most people do not only wear one type of 
clothing (thrift clothes or local clothing only). Some of them use 
both.

Apart from protecting local clothing, health reasons are also 
one of the reasons the government has banned the import of 
second-hand clothing. These risks can be minimized by several 
interventions that can be done either by buyers, sellers, or the 
government.

Recommendations
Based on the analysis above, several things can be done by vari-
ous relevant stakeholders. First, the Ministry of Trade needs to 
review and update the rules regarding the prohibition on the im-
ports of second-hand clothing considering that various positive 
things can be obtained from these goods.

Second, in the future, the Minister of Trade will not need to de-
stroy imported second-hand clothes that have entered Indonesia, 
let alone burn them. Burning clothes can cause air pollution and 
can be harmful to human health and other living things. Instead 
of burning them, these thousands of clothes, after being checked 
for suitability, safety, and cleanliness, will be useful if they enter 
the market (trade) or donate to orphans or other needy parties. 

Third, instead of banning the imports of second-hand clothing, 
the Ministry of Trade should intensify the education process so 
that these clothes can be traded safely. The development of a 
safe method of sorting imported second-hand clothes can also 
be considered to ensure that second-hand clothes that enter In-
donesia are still worth using.

Thus, these clothes can be reused in the future and do not ac-
cumulate into clothing waste in Indonesia. Sellers and buyers 
also have economic freedom, including freedom of choice for 
consumers to buy the clothes they want, and for sellers, to sell 
goods that are considered profitable.

Fourth, sellers and buyers must also have the awareness to wash 
used clothes that are about to be traded so that the clothes are 
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still fit for use and safe, and do not carry disease. The washing 
process also needs to be done carefully, for example by soaking it 
in hot water and detergent many times or other cleaning meth-
ods, so that the second-hand clothes are safe to reuse.
 
- Nisaaul Muthiah   -   

Social

Using second-hand 
clothing, apart from 
satisfying one’s fashion 
needs, also contributes 
to reducing clothing 
waste. The second-
hand imported clothing 
business is also one of the 
most lucrative business 
opportunities in the 
community. Therefore, 
the policy of banning the 
import of second-hand 
clothing needs to be 
reviewed and renewed.
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) )is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of  becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers.

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, political, and legal affairs. The main 
activities which have been conducted by TII in order to achieve our 
vision and mission, are: research, surveys, facilitation and advocacy 
through training and working groups, public discussions, public 
education, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana” or Discourses), 
monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” in Indonesian and “The 
Indonesian Update” in English), mid-year policy analysis (“Policy 
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Assessment”), annual policy analysis (“Indonesian Report”), 
and monthly discussion forum on policy issues (“The Indonesian 
Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Institutional Profile
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 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Economy plays an important role as one 
of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources have 
often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing economic 
policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality 
of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to conduct 
comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the 
studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will 
be continued until the policy evaluation process.

TII focus on economic issues, such as monetary policy and fiscal policy, as 
well as issues on sustainable development by using analysis which refer to 
economic freedom principles. Monetary issues will focus on the Indonesian 
Central Bank to maintain economic stability, both regarding inflation and 
exchange rate. Meanwhile, fiscal policy will focus on the discussions over 
the National Budget and infrastructure development both in the regions 
and in the cities. In relation to sustainable development, TII research is 
focusing on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development, 
and development gap. In addition, TII also upholds economic freedom 
principles in highlighting the importance of individual freedom and 
involvement of private sectors in increasing development and improving 
welfare in Indonesia. 

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.



43The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.9 - September 2022

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with academic paper. This 
stipulation is also confirmed in Law No. 15 Year 2019 on the Amendment of 
Law No. 12 Year 2011 regarding the Formulation of Laws and Regulations. 

Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation both from academic and content 
aspects. Furthermore, academic paper also functions as an early tracking 
over possibilities of overlapping laws and regulations, so that revocation 
of local regulations or other related issues which can be caused by legal, 
economic, or political aspects in the future, can be minimized as soon as 
possible.

TII offers normative and legal research related to harmonization and 
synchronization of laws and regulations, especially in making academic 
papers, legal opinion on harmonization and synchronization of laws and 
regulations, and legislative drafting for the formulation of local regulations 
bill drafts or other laws and regulations.  In addition, TII also offers openly 
research on other legal issues related to Constitutional Law and Public 
Administration, Human Rights, and Political Corruption. 

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

The enactment of Law No. 23 Year 2014 on the latest regulation on the 
Local Government, has created different relations between the Central 
Government and the Local Government. Entering the era of Bureaucracy 
Reform, specification of division of affairs of the Central Government and 
the Local Government has increasingly demanded the implementation of 
good governance principles. The government is demanded to be adaptive 
and responsive towards public aspiration and services.  Therefore, public 
policy research become more important for both the Central Government 
and the Local Government to analyse context and current issues in the 
regions. The government must also consider various actors whether 
political actors or bureaucrats, as well as public’s aspiration and other non-
state actor in policy processes. 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offer 
policy assessment on various policies which were already applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economy, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist government in formulating policies which are in line with context, 
priorities, and people’s aspiration. TII also offers various breakthrough 
of transformative policies according to existing contexts in particular 
and Open Government principles’ implementation in general, in order to 
increase public participation in policy processes, particularly in the era of 
the openness of public information. 

Political Research Division of TII provide analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policy in the strengthening 
of democracy and the establishment of good governance both at the 
national and local levels. Political research forms are offered by TII (1) 
Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, (3) Mapping & 
Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment Research, (5) Survey 
Indicator. 

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, 
the businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society 
to improve social development. Social analysis is important to identify 
strategic issues which are developing and to make the right stakeholders’ 
mapping to promote significant change in the context of development, 
public policy, and democracy in Indonesia.

The Social Research Division is present to offer strong and valid 
recommendations to produce strategic, relevant, efficient and effective, 
and impactful policies, in addressing to existing various issues. For example, 
issues related to education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly. Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy 
Analysis; (2) Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning 
Research; (4) Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation 
Research; and (5) Indicator Survey.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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PRE-ELECTION AND 
REGIONAL HEAD ELECTION

One of the activities carried out and offered by TII is a pre-election 
survey as well as a pre-election and regional head election. The reasons 
underlying the implementation of pre-election and regional head election 
surveys, namely: (1) A good election is a democratic process that can be 
arranged, calculated, and predicted in the resulting process; (2) Survey 
is one of the important and common discussions to measure, calculate, 
and predict how the process and results of the General Election and the 
Regional Head Election will take place, in accordance to the expectations 
of the candidates; (3) It is very important to win in the General Election 
and the Regional Head Election based on empirical, scientific, measurable 
and supportable data.

As one of the important aspects of a strategic candidate’s election, the 
survey is useful for monitoring political power. In this case, the success 
team needs to conduct a survey for: (1) mapping the candidate’s 
position in public perception; (2) mapping voters’ desires; (3) 
publishing the most effective political machinery used as voters; 
and (4) Looking for the most effective medium for the campaign.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed and experienced offered 
by TII is a qualitative evaluation of the projects and programs of non-
governmental organizations and government. Evaluation activities are 
offered TII stages of mid-term evaluation of the project/program (mid-
term evaluation) and also the final evaluation at the end of the project/
program (final evaluation).

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of 
a project or program. Mid-Term Evaluation of the project or program is 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the project or program, and make recommendations for the 
continuity of the project or program. Meanwhile, the final evaluation 
allows us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons learned to 
ensure the achievement of all the objectives of the project or program at 
the end of the project or program.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  

.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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