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The July 2022 edition of the Indonesian Update raises a main report on the issue 
of the implementations of the regulations on social media campaigns for the 
2024 Simultaneous General Elections and Regional Head Elections. Reflecting 
on the 2019 Elections, the arrangement of these rules is needed to maintain 
democracy in the digital space. On the one hand, the influence of social media 
on campaigns provides an opportunity for all political parties and candidates to 
compete. On the other hand, the use of social media in campaigns raises the 
threat of polarization in the society.

On the economy, the Indonesian Update discusses the impact of the foot and  
mouth disease outbreak on the beef market. The outbreak of the foot and 
mouth disease has created obstacles in the sales and purchases of beef. It is 
suspected that the cause is the massive opening of imported beef. However, 
import policies also need to be evaluated to prevent cartels. Furthermore, 
we also discuss the efforts to ease the burden on the state through reducing 
fuel subsidies, as in 2022, the allocation of subsidized fuel is bigger than that 
in the previous year. It has been used used to protect the people’s purchasing 
power from rising prices due to the Russo-Ukrainian conflict. Therefore, it is 
necessary to make efforts to ease the burden on the state budget.

On politics, the Indonesian Update discusses the Articles of Association/ 
Bylaws (AD/ART) of political parties related to gender equality. Not all political 
parties include the word gender equality in their AD/ART, once again proving 
that political parties are still half-hearted in representing women. Next, we 
discuss the implementation of Sipol as part of the registration and verification 
stages of the 2024 General Elections and Regional Head Elections, which 
raises a number of challenges. Nevertheless, Sipol is important as one of the 
steps to realize data digitization in the context of openness of election data. In 
addition, we also discuss the polemics over maternity leave in the Maternal and 
Child Welfare Bill (RUU KIA).

On social affairs, the Indonesian Update discusses the government’s policy 
regarding equitable access to education; namely, the Smart Indonesia Program 
(PIP). After being implemented for more than six years, despite the various 
benefits of PIP, there are still various obstacles in the process of implementing 
the program. Next, we also discuss the handling of stunting in Indonesia. 
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Various factors need to be optimized to end stunting, including household food 
security, quality health services, a friendly environment for women, and quality 
parenting with a gender perspective. The government also needs to emphasize 
the various rules for preventing stunting that already exist, while continuing to 
encourage and oversee the ratification of the Maternal and Child Welfare Bill 
to strengthen the efforts to prevent and eliminate stunting in Indonesia.

The monthly publication of the Indonesian Update with actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business institutions – as 
well as academics, think tanks, and elements of civil society, both at home 
and abroad, to obtain actual information and contextual analysis of economic 
conditions, political, social, and legal issues in Indonesia, as well as an 
understanding of public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.
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Public knowledge of the visions and missions of the presidential and 
vice-presidential candidates, the candidates for the members of 
the People’s Representative Council (Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat / 
DPR), and the candidates for regional heads is one of the essentials 
of holding the General Elections and Regional Head Elections. 
Potential voters ideally examine the visions and missions submitted 
by the election participants and regional head candidates as the 
main considerations. Therefore, campaigning is important to be 
able to introduce political parties, as well as election participants, 
to their constituents.

The vital role of campaigns in organizing general elections and local 
elections has also created a debate regarding the length of time 
they will be implemented. There was a disagreement between the 
General Elections Commission (Komisi Pemilihan Umum / KPU) 
that proposed a 90-day campaign period and the Government and 
Commission II of the DPR that wanted it to be held for 75 days 
(kompas.id, 16/5/2022). Each side has a logical argument regarding 
the calculation of the duration of this campaign.

The duration of the campaign in holding the 2024 Simultaneous 
General Elections and Regional Head Elections, which was 
originally proposed by the KPU, was based on the time allocation 
for the fulfillment of election logistics; namely, the five days for 
manufacturing and the validation of print-ready ballot designs by 
the providers; the five day days for checking and approval; the 30 
days for printing production at the factory; the 30 days for the 
distribution to provinces, the 30 days for the district/city KPU; as 
well as the 20 days for folding sorting and packing from regency/city 
KPU to polling stations (tempat pemungutan suara / TPS (kompas.
id, 16/5/2022). Cutting the campaign implementation time to 75 
days will have an impact on other stages and will have an impact on 
the election organizers; namely, the KPU.

Preparing the Legal Rules for the Election Campaigns 
and the Simultaneous Regional Head Elections in 2024

 

Main Report
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Then, the Government together with the Commission II of the 
DPR have given a reason that the reduction of campaign time for 
the 2024 Simultaneous General Election and Local Election has 
taken into account the effectiveness of costs, energy, and efforts 
to avoid polarization that will occur in the community supporting 
one of the participants in the general elections and local elections 
(kediri.bawaslu. go.id, 22/6/2022). Because there is a role for the 
state to fund the campaigns of election participants and the regional 
head candidates, then in reasonable reasoning this reason can be 
accepted. However, the efforts to avoid polarization during the 
campaign period need to be studied further.

The 2019 Simultaneous Elections were an interesting case study to 
see how the contestation to elect the President and Vice President of 
Indonesia for the 2019-2024 period had turned into an arena for the 
division in society. The competition between the supporters of the 
candidate pairs 01 and 02 had created conflicts, both large and small, 
in the community. These started from the debates in cyberspace, 
such as in WhatsApp groups, Facebook, Twitter, to fights in the real 
world that had even claimed lives as happened in Madura (Lukman, 
2019). The mutual attacks between the two support camps did not 
only occur during the campaign period but had started since the 
pre-campaign and had even continued to be extended until after 
the election (Aryojati, 2019). Therefore, it would be inappropriate 
when the government together with Commission II of the DPR 
stated that shortening the campaign period would be able to reduce 
the division and polarization in the society.

In a simple analysis, there are three factors that influence 
the emergence of the division in the society during the 2019 
Simultaneous Elections; namely, the exploitation of identity politics, 
the development of social media, and the lack of supervisory 
regulations related to the campaign implementation. The spread 
of disinformation on social media within the framework of political 
propaganda as well as the use of ethnic, religious, racial, and 
inter-group issues were problems that unfortunately could not be 
suppressed and resolved through current legal regulations.

Anti-establishment identity politics is considered to have 
strengthened again if the circulation of narratives carries the concept 
of populism. Uniquely, this anti-establishment identity is linked 
to religious identity, which is always used by populist politicians 
to narrate that the government marginalizes Muslim groups. For 
example, the “2019 Ganti Presiden”, “partai setan vs partai Allah”, 
people power, tidak percaya dengan Komisi Pemilihan Umum dan 
Mahkamah Konstitusi  (Aryojati, 2019). If anti-religious identity 
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political narratives are still used in the implementation of the 2024 
Simultaneous General Elections and Regional Head Election, the 
polarization in the society will not be avoided even though the 
campaign period has been shortened.

In the context of law enforcement efforts in relation to various 
problems that occur in the implementation of elections and local 
elections, KPU and the Election Supervisory Body (Badan Pengawas 
Pemilu / Bawaslu) only have authority in previously agreed stages. 
Therefore, in relation to the problem of disinformation that 
causes the division in the society, they can only supervise until 
the imposition of sanctions during the campaign period. Referring 
to KPU Regulation Number 3/2022 concerning the Stages and 
Schedule of the 2024 General Elections, the campaign period will 
be held from November 28, 2023 to February 10, 2024.

This means that there is only about a year for KPU and Bawaslu 
to be able to formulate implementing regulations related to the 
campaigns for the 2024 Simultaneous General Elections and Local 
Elections. However, the question is that are the election organizers 
and the regional head election able to make rules to prevent various 
forms of problems that may arise later?

The Evaluation of Legal Rules related to the Election 
Campaigns

The legal basis for organizing campaigns can be seen in Article 275 
of Law Number 7/2017 concerning General Elections (Election 
Law). Article 275 Paragraph (1) of the a quo law describes several 
methods that are categorized as election campaigns. One method 
that has just emerged through the development of information 
technology is election campaigns through social media.

Referring to the results of a survey conducted by Charta Politika 
in 2019, it was known that the information contained on social 
media had affected respondents in making their choices in the 
2019 Election. From the survey, 24.4% of respondents said that 
social media greatly influenced their choices, and 37.8% said it 
was quite influential. Meanwhile, 19.1% of respondents said that 
social media information influenced their choices; 13.6% thought 
that information on social media had no effect; and 5% did not 
know or did not answer (katadata.co.id, 5/4/2019). Because of the 
significance of the influence of information on social media, there 
should be arrangements as a legal umbrella for implementation to 
monitoring election campaigns and local elections on social media.

Main Report
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Because there are differences in the regime of holding elections 
and local elections, the organizers also prepare two different 
implementing regulations. KPU Regulation Number 23/2018 
regulates the General Elections Campaigns (PKPU Election 
Campaign), meanwhile KPU Regulation Number 11 of 2020 is used 
as a rule for election campaigns for governors and deputy governors, 
regents and deputy regents, and/or mayors and deputy mayors 
(PKPU Local Election Campaign).

The PKPU on General Elections and Local Elections generally 
regulates the registration mechanism for campaigning provided 
by election and regional election participants to the KPU. As 
implementing regulations, these two regulations are important 
things to be used as references during the campaign implementation 
period.

There are several differences between the two a quo KPU 
regulations. One example is related to the number of registered 
social media accounts that can be used for campaigning. Article 
35 Paragraph (2) PKPU for Election Campaigns implies that a 
maximum of ten media accounts can be created for campaign 
purposes and registered with the KPU for each type of application. 
Meanwhile, Article 47 Paragraph (2) of the PKPU regarding Local 
Election Campaign provides a more detailed explanation.

The PKPU for the Local Election Campaign provides a clearer 
regulation on the number of accounts that can be used to campaign 
for the simultaneous regional elections in 2020. Social media 
accounts that must be registered are not only limited to those of 
pairs of candidates participating in the elections but also include 
political parties and coalitions of political parties that support the 
candidate pair.

As with the PKPU, the rules related to the supervision of the 
implementation are also regulated in two different regulations: 
Bawaslu Regulation Number 28/2018 concerning Election 
Campaign Supervision (Perbawaslu Election Campaign Supervision) 
and Bawaslu Regulation Number 12/2018 on the Amendments 
to General Elections Supervisory Agency Regulation Number 12 
of 2017 concerning the Supervision of Campaigns for Election of 
Governors and Deputy Governors, Regents and Deputy Regents, 
and the Mayor and Deputy Mayor (Perbawaslu for Local Election 
Campaign Supervision). Like PKPU, which regulates campaigns, 
Perbawaslu on Supervision of Election Campaigns and Local 
Election also have differences regarding campaign supervision on 
social media.

Article 27 Paragraph (2) of the Perbawaslu for Supervision of 
Elections Campaigns explains that Election Supervisors do not 
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only supervise social media accounts registered with the KPU but 
also must supervise social media accounts that are not registered. 
However, there is no further explanation regarding the monitoring 
mechanism carried out on these unregistered social media 
accounts. This is a drawback because the unclear norms can lead 
to misinterpretations in the law enforcement process for election 
campaign violations on social media.

We will find different things in the legal rules for supervising 
the election campaigns. Article 19 of the Election Campaign 
Perbawaslu explains that the supervision of social media campaigns 
is only carried out on accounts of Political Parties or the coalitions 
of Political Parties, the pairs of candidates and/or the Campaign 
Teams that have been registered with the KPU. To cover up the 
lack of norms related to supervision of unregistered social media 
accounts, Bawaslu, KPU, and the Ministry of Communication and 
Information (Kementerian Komunikasi dan Informatika / Kominfo) 
signed a Memorandum of Action (MoA) on Monitoring Internet 
Content in the 2020 Local Elections. The three stakeholders 
agreed to share tasks in mitigating content on cyber media that was 
against the law or against the laws and regulations (Bawaslu.go.id, 
28/8/2022).

In the a quo MoA, the Ministry of Communication and Informatics 
(Kominfo) is given the authority to follow up on the recommendations 
of the results of supervision and to handle internet content in 
accordance with the provisions contained in Law Number 11/2008 
concerning Information and Electronic Transactions (ITE Law) and 
the Regulation of the Minister of Communication and Informatics 
Number 19/2014 concerning the Handling of Internet Content 
with Negative Content. This means that Bawaslu should also have 
the authority to oversee the content of election campaigns that are 
negatively charged and will be followed up by Kominfo.

Implementing regulations for the implementation of election 
campaigns and local elections on social media is a necessity to 
prevent the emergence of disinformation and hoaxes that can 
cause the polarization and real problems in the society. Therefore, 
in order to carry out a campaign on social media in the 2024 
Simultaneous General Elections and Elections in 2024, there 
are several things that need to be done. First, KPU and Bawaslu 
need to make specific legal regulations regarding the regulation 
and supervision of campaign implementations on social media 
for the 2024 Simultaneous General Elections and Regional Head 
Elections. Each of these organizing institutions can make rules for 
implementing campaign operations without having to separate the 
legal provisions for elections and local elections. This is needed so 

Main Report
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that there are no longer any differences in the rules of campaigning 
on social media in PKPU and Perbawaslu.

Second, Bawaslu, KPU, and Kominfo must re-create the MoA as 
the implementing rules for monitoring campaigns on social media 
in the implementation of the 2024 Simultaneous General Elections 
and Local Elections. The MoA must be made specifically, including 
limitations on the use of the ITE Law so that the law is not used as 
a weapon to overthrow political opponents by election participants 
and regional head elections.

- Hemi Lavour Febrinandez  -

Main Report
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The Impact of the Outbreak of the Foot 
and Mouth Disease on the Beef Market

In 2022, Indonesia has been shocked by the emergence of cases 
of the Mouth and Nail Disease (FMD) infecting livestock such as 
cows, buffaloes, and goats. Currently, there are 233,370 active 
cases spreading across 22 Provinces of Indonesia, so the Nation-
al Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) has declared a state of 
emergency in the PMK cases (okezone.com, 02/07/2022).

The existence of a state of emergency has certainly caused turmoil 
in the demand and supply for the meat of farm animals. According 
to the World Organization for Animal Health, FMD is not transmit-
ted to humans and is not a human health problem (liputan6.com, 
07/07/2022). Nevertheless, the massive spread of FMD cases has 
disrupted the stability of meat supplies, especially beef.

The records of price changes at the Price Integration Center (PI-
HPS) show that the average price of beef reached IDR 134,100 
per kilogram (kg), increasing by 7.32 percent since the beginning of 
the year (PIHPS, 2022). The price changes have also followed the 
trend of the changes in food prices globally.

According to the data from the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO), the position of the world food price index touched the 
level of 159.3 in March 2022, and it was the highest since 1990. If it 
was compared with the conditions on a year-to-date basis, the food 
price index has increased by 29.15 percent. Then, if it was viewed 
year on year with that of March 2021, there has been a price spike 
of 33.6 percent (FAO, 2022).

Beef is one of the global food commodities whose availability needs 
to be maintained. So, when there is turmoil due to FMD and global 
conflicts, it needs to be overcome immediately, and the Govern-
ment needs to find the cause. FMD, which has spread in 22 prov-
inces, has resulted in the deaths of thousands of cows and in the 
disrupting of supply chains for Eid al-Adha.

The Economics
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The Ministry of Agriculture reported that as of June 21, 2022, the 
FMD outbreak had infected 214,994 livestock. 67,591 of which have 
been declared cured, 1,922 partially cut, 1,266 dead, and 144,215 
still unheeded. Meanwhile, FMD vaccinations had only been car-
ried out on 1,57 livestock as of June 21, 2022.

The Origin of FMD
The outbreak of FMD in Indonesia began in 1887. At the time the 
cattle was also imported from the Netherlands. FMD cases had re-
surfaced in the 1970s. Then, President Soeharto at that time had 
carried out mass vaccinations until 1986. Until the Ministerial De-
cree Number 260/1986 was issued by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Indonesia had been declared PMK-free, following an official state-
ment from the World Organization for Animal Health or Office In-
ternational des Epizooties (OIE) that Indonesia was clear of FMD 
in 1990 (forestdigest.com, 08/06/2022).

After many years, FMD has spread again in 2022 with a new strain. 
Quoted from Liputan6.com (4/07/2022), a veterinarian from 
Wayang Dairy Farm Pengalengan, Bandung, Liedzikri Rizki Insani, 
revealed that there has been no official government statement re-
garding the origin of the emergence of new strains of FMD in Indo-
nesia in 2022.  

Various allegations state that the spread of FMD in Indonesia has 
been caused by the changes in regulations. One of the proponents 
of these allegations is a Member of the Commission IV of the 
House of Representatives (DPR) RI from the PKS faction, Slamet, 
who has mentioned that the spread of FMD has been caused by 
several individuals involved in the cartels behind the importation of 
animals and livestock products from countries that were not yet 
PMK-free (bisnis.com, 14/06/2022). In other words, the member 
of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia said 
that there was an oligarchy that controls imports because of the 
corrupt governance of national livestock. The corrupt governance 
also contains an overlap of authorities and the difficulty of coordi-
nation between ministries and agencies.

In contrast to the opinion of the member of the House of Represen-
tatives, the Secretary General of the Indonesian Meat Importers 
Association (Aspidi), Suhadri, said that meat importation had been 
confirmed to come from countries that were declared PMK-free, 
including the United States, Australia, New Zealand, and Spain. 
Thus, importation was not considered to be the cause of FMD. 

The Economics
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However, the large beef deficit experienced in 2021 further con-
firmed that imports were the cause of the FMD outbreak as noted 
by the Central Bureau of Statistics (BPS) in 2021 (cnbcindonesia.
com, 23/06/2022).

The BPS report explained that in 2021 Indonesia experienced a 
deficit of 270,980 tons of beef and buffalo meat. The deficit was 
known from the difference between production, which amounted 
to 425,980, and a higher amount of demand, 696,960 tons. The 
deficit was what made the government decide to import from other 
countries (BPS, 2022).

The rules on beef imports from other countries in the reform era 
were regulated in Law Number 18/2009, which protected Indone-
sian livestock from biosafety threats. The regulation also stipulated 
the imports of meat were only allowed from PMK-free countries 
(country-based) based under the OIE.  

However, various political interests eventually made the meat im-
port rules into Law Number 41/2014, which allowed meat imports 
from countries that were included in the FMD-free zone. So, there 
was a change from the country-based rule to the zone-based rule.
The rule change has raised issues regarding cartels and games. This 
was evidenced in Andiwiguna’s research (2017) on the prohibition 
of cattle trade cartel practices and their legal consequences in Med-
an City. According to the results of the study, there was a change 
in the beef import provision system from the country-based system 
to the zone-based system.

The change in the meat import system was also based on the vol-
ume of imports, which were previously based on quotas set by the 
government and later was changed to a free system. As for com-
panies that are authorized to import, it is limited to API companies, 
BUMN and BUMD. Sanctions for business actors that are proven 
to have committed cartel actions consist of administrative sanc-
tions and fines in accordance with the provisions stipulated in Law 
Number 5/1999 concerning the Prohibition of Monopoly Practices 
and Unfair Business Competition.

The efforts to prevent cartel practices by the Department of Indus-
try and Trade have not been able to run optimally. Therefore, the 
prevention of cartel practices is the authority of the business com-

The Economics
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petition authority, which in this case is the authority of the KPPU. 
The lack of coordination between the Department of Industry and 
Trade and the KPPU is one of the obstacles in preventing cartel 
practices. In addition, the difficulties of proving cartels are also ob-
stacles for the Department of Industry and Trade in preventing car-
tel practices.

Recommendations
To deal with the widespread cases of FMD that are occuring in In-
donesia, the Ministry of Agriculture needs to deploy the Livestock 
Services in the regions to carry out vaccinations. This is a way that 
has been done historically that can relieve FMD cases. The FMD 
Task Force (Satgas) needs to be maximized to work in the regions 
as efforts to prevent the spread of FMD.

Furthermore, the cause of the spread of FMD needs to be investi-
gated by the Ombudsman of the Republic of Indonesia. This should 
be done because it has harmed local farmers as it has reduced their 
annual turnover.

Finally, the regulation of meat importation needs to be evaluated 
by the Ministry of Commerce. If proven, cartel practices in buying 
and selling beef not only harm local farmers, but also harm the com-
munity as consumers. The constraints of imports have caused the 
fulfillment of beef needs when there is a deficit to be hampered, so 
the price of beef will also crawl up.

 
- Nuri Resti Chayyani  -

The FMD outbreaks 
has created obstacles to 
buying and selling beef. 
It is suspected that the 
cause was the massive 
opening of imported beef. 
Therefore, importation 
policies also needs to 
be evaluated to prevent 
cartels.
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The Efforts to Ease the Burden on the State through 
Reducing Fuel Subsidies

Subsidy spending has been carried out by the government with the 
aim of improving the welfare and purchasing power of the gener-
al public. Energy subsidies include Fuel Oil (BBM) and electricity 
(Ministry of Finance, 2022). The increase in world oil prices that 
occurred in early 2022 has resulted in the increased government 
spending on energy subsidies.

The rules regarding the distribution of fuel subsidies are contained 
in the Regulation of the Minister of Finance Number 03 / PMK.02 / 
2009 on the Procedures for the Provision, Calculation and Payment 
of Subsidies for Certain Types of Fuel Oil. Article 2 of the Regula-
tion states that certain types of fuel subsidies are calculated based 
on the multiplication between fuel subsidies per liter and the vol-
ume of fuel types supplied to the consumers that use certain types 
of fuel at the supply point determined in accordance with laws and 
regulations. The benchmark prices per liter for certain types of fuels 
are also set in accordance with laws and regulations.

In 2022, the government has allocated IDR 134 trillion from the 
State Budget (APBN) for energy subsidies. The budget is mostly 
intended for fuel and LPG, amounting to IDR 77.5 trillion, and the 
rest is for electricity subsidies. Then, after going through the Bud-
get Agency Meeting with the House of Representatives (DPR) on 
Thursday (19/5), the amount was added to IDR 74.9 trillion con-
sisting of IDR 71.8 trillion for fuel and LPG, and IDR 3.1 trillion for 
electricity subsidies. The Minister of Finance, Sri Mulyani, thinks 
that the addition of subsidies is useful to overcome the increase in 
fuel prices, LPG, and electricity tariffs due to the turmoil in global 
markets (tempo.com, 25/05/2022).

The total budget allocated for energy subsidies has become IDR 
208.9 trillion. If everything is fully channeled, then this figure will be 
the highest realization during the administration of President Joko 
Widodo during the two terms since 2015, as can be seen in the fol-
lowing chart.

The Economics
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Indonesia Energy Subsidy 2015-2022 (trillion rupiah)

 

Source: Ministry of Finance, 2022.
The data compiled from the Ministry of Finance show that in 2022, 
the government will increase subsidies for fuel energy to the high-
est level. This is intended to maintain the people’s purchasing power 
due to fluctuating prices due to the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. The 
provision of the largest subsidy in 2022 also needs maximum super-
vision so that it will be aimed right on target as reflected in 2021.

It was noted by the Downstream Oil and Gas Regulatory Agency 
(BPH Migas) that there was a correction for certain types of fuels 
(JBT), or subsidized fuels, of 9,033.78 kiloliters. In 2021, the distri-
bution of subsidized fuel was not on target at IDR 85.82 billion.

Meanwhile, the data in 2022 showed that more than 50 percent 
of the subsidized fuel quotas had run out in June. For the Pertalite 
type subsidized fuel, it is given a quota of 23.05 million kiloliters. 
13.26 million kiloliters of the quota have been used until June 20. 
Meanwhile, solar subsidized fuel is given a quota of 15.1 million kilo-
liters. 7.73 million kiloliters of the quota has been used.

The amount of quota that has been distributed until mid-2022 has 
made control measures needed so that inventory can be maintained 
until the end of the year. BPH Migas Committee Member Saleh 
Abdurrahman has predicted that in the next few months, the subsi-
dized fuel quota will run out.

The Economics
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The solution pursued
BPH Migas has already had rules in controlling subsidized fuels so 
that supplies can be maintained and aimed on target. One of the 
rules is setting the maximum volume of subsidized purchases for 
consumers. Private vehicles have a maximum volume of 60 liters/
day. Freight and passenger cars have a maximum volume of 80 li-
ters/day. Six-wheeled vehicles and above have a maximum volume 
of 200 liters/day.

In addition, to keep the subsidized fuels on target, starting July 1, 
2022, the government has made rules that require people to use the 
MyPertamina application before buying fuels. However, instead of 
realizing subsidized fuels that are right on target, the policy makes 
it difficult for its users.

The use of MyPertamina is considered inefficient because it requires 
the LinkAja payment application to make payments and requires 
top-ups from Mobile Banking. This requires a long time, especially 
for people who have not very good digital literacy. The dissatisfac-
tion of its users can be seen in the review of the application on the 
Google Play Store. The MyPertamina application has been down-
loaded 5 million times and has received a rating of 1.2 out of 5 stars.

To verify myPertamina application registration, Identity Card docu-
ments are required. In this case, data security is also indispensable 
to make consumers believe that the registered personal data are 
safe and not sold. Meanwhile, on the other hand, the Personal Data 
Protection Bill is still being deliberated in the House of Representa-
tives. For this reason, it is also important to ensure the security and 
protection of consumers’ personal data related to the use of the ap-
plication.

Recommendations
The issue of energy subsidies is of a great concern. The burden is 
felt if there is an increase in global prices. This is because Indonesia 
still relies on natural resources (SDA) for fuel and electricity en-
ergy. Here are some recommendations to help ease the burden on 
the state budget. First, President Joko Widodo needs to follow up 
the diplomatic communications with Russia and Ukraine to ease the 
war. This is important to defuse global supply chain problems that 
are also disrupting domestic prices.

Second, as reviews from consumers have been written in the com-
ments column of the MyPertamina application, there needs to be 
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improvement by Pertamina before applying it to all cities in Indone-
sia to obtain subsidized fuels. This is important to avoid the running 
out of subsidized fuel stocks at the end of the year. The reviewing 
the use of the MyPertamina application needs to pay attention to 
security, both the protection of user personal data and the safety of 
using devices during refueling. In fact, digitalization is implemented 
with the aim of making it easier for its users.

Third, in addition to the concrete steps taken by Pertamina, there 
is a need to increase awareness from the public not to misuse sub-
sidized fuels. There needs to be synergy between the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources (ESDM) and the Ministry of Forest-
ry and Environment and collaboration with civil society and other 
relevant stakeholders to increase the awareness of all parties about 
the importance of making the energy transition to renewable en-
ergy.
 

- Nuri Resti Chayyani -

2022 is the largest 
allocation of subsidized 
fuels compared to the 
previous year. It was used 
to protect the people’s 
purchasing power from 
the rise in prices due to 
the Russian-Ukrainian 
conflict. There needs 
to be efforts to ease the 
burden on the state 
budget.
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Looking at the AD/ART of Political Parties
 in relation to Gender Equality

Politics

In the Indonesian Update Volume VXI, Number 6, June 2022 edi-
tion, in an article entitled “Reviewing the Implementation of Af-
firmation Policies in Political Parties”, it is explained that the affir-
mation policy regarding 30 percent of women in the management 
structure of political parties at the central level has not yet been 
optimal. This refers to the number of women in the political party 
structure, which has not yet reached 30 percent, and to the few 
women who are in the positions of chair, secretary general, or gen-
eral treasurer.

The figure of 30 percent of women in both parliament and politi-
cal parties is the minimum number for women to be able to play an 
important role and participate in policy formulation. This is because 
in a democratic country like Indonesia, decisions are often made 
based on the voting mechanism. Therefore, the number of wom-
en’s representation becomes important (Mariyah, 2002).

Furthermore, Hidayah (2020) explained that the success of the af-
firmation policy lied in the commitment of political parties in pre-
senting women’s representation, both in parliament and political 
parties. The reason was that political parties were the fulcrum of 
the implementation of the 30 percent quota that had been man-
dated by law. Therefore, to see the commitment of political parties 
in presenting women, this paper looks at whether gender equality 
is included in the Articles of Association/Budgets (AD/ART) of po-
litical parties.
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Table 1. Gender Equality in the AD/ART of Political Parties
Gender equality

Politics
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Source: processed from various AD/ART Political Parties.

From Table 1, it can be seen that not all political parties include the 
word gender equality in AD/ART. Of the nine political parties in the 
Parliament that were explored, only three political parties explicitly 
use the word gender equality; namely, PPP, PAN, and the Golkar 
Party. However, some political parties do not explicitly include the 
word gender but use words that have similar meanings. For exam-
ple, the Democratic Party and PDIP use the phrase “do not differ-
entiate between gender”.

Political Party Commitments
In the Indonesian Update Volume VXI, Number 6, June 2022 edi-
tion, in an article entitled “Reviewing the Implementation of Af-
firmation Policies in Political Parties”, it is explained that political 
parties are still half-hearted in presenting women. Furthermore, 
this is also consistent with the note that not all political parties in-
clude the word gender equality in AD/ART. Thus, the first step as 
a form of commitment by political parties is to include the word 
gender equality in the AD/ART of political parties; for example, in 
the functions, goals, or struggles of political parties.

After including the word gender equality in the AD/ART of politi-
cal parties, there are several things that political parties can do to 
apply the principle of gender equality in political parties. First, pro-
viding equal space between men and women in important positions 
in the structure of political parties, such as chair, secretary general, 

Politics
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or general treasurer. In addition, women must also be involved in 
important positions in political party decision-making meetings at 
the central level, such as the National Leadership Meetings (Ra-
pimnas), National Working Meetings (Rakernas), and Party Con-
gresses.

Second, making women as selectors in the candidates for legisla-
tive members (candidates). The majority of legislative candidate 
selection systems in political parties are currently exclusive, with 
the chair, secretary general, general treasurer, and head of the elec-
tion winning body (Bappilu) generally having the highest authori-
ties in determining the list of candidates. Therefore, this exclusive 
selection model needs to be changed to inclusive, where there are 
women in the selection teams. Thus, the commitment of political 
parties related to this affirmative policy is expected to minimize the 
placement of women only as the fulfillment of the 30 percent quota 
of women on the candidate lists.

Third, political parties need to strengthen the divisions of women’s 
affairs and empowerment or women’s wing organizations of politi-
cal parties as forums for women cadres to increase their capacity 
as politicians. In addition, the divisions of women’s affairs and em-
powerment or women’s wing organizations and the like need to be 
at the forefront in carrying out the functions of political parties for 
women, such as recruitment and regeneration as well as political 
education. One concrete form of political parties in strengthening 
the divisions of women’s affairs and empowerment and women’s 
wing organizations and the like is by providing budgets for activities 
and programs in the women’s sector and women’s wing organiza-
tions.

With the commitment of political parties, it is hoped that women 
can really attend, be involved, and actively participate in political 
parties. Thus, it is hoped that political parties can become forums 
and bridges for the presence of political ideas or political ideas re-
lated to women in parliament and in the policy process.

- Ahmad Hidayah  -

Not all political parties 
include the word gender 
equality in the AD/
ART, once again proving 
that political parties 
are still half-hearted in 
representing women. 
The commitments of 
political parties need to be 
encouraged to optimize 
affirmative policies 
regarding women.
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Looking at the Information System of Political Parties
in the Registration and Verification of Political Parties 

Contesting the 2024 Simultaneous General Elections and 
Regional Head Elections

On July 7, 2022, the Commission II of the House of Represen-
tatives (DPR), the Ministry of Home Affairs (Kemendagri), and 
election organizers; namely, the General Elections Commission, 
the Election Supervisory Body (Bawaslu), and the Election Ethics 
Honorary Council (DKPP) have agreed on PKPU on the Registra-
tion Stages and Verification of Political Parties contesting the 2024 
General Elections. In the agreed PKPU, the announcement of the 
registration of political parties (political parties) will be launched on 
July 29, 2022. Meanwhile, the registration period for political par-
ties through documents will be opened on August 1-14, 2022 (detik.
com, 7 /7/2022). In addition to physically registering documents, as 
in previous elections, the KPU also asks election participants to fill 
out documents into the political party information system (Sipol).

In response to this, the Chair of the Commission II of the DPR, 
Ahmad Doli Kurnia, asked KPU that Sipol could guarantee a data 
security system and protection of personal data. This data secu-
rity system, especially for Sipol, is in the process of registering and 
verifying political parties as candidates for the elections (detik.com, 
7/7/2022). Sipol has indeed become polemics for a number of po-
litical parties, especially election organizers and political parties in 
the registration process in previous elections. Therefore, this paper 
shall try to review this matter.

The Schedule of the Registration and Verification of Politi-
cal Parties Contesting the 2024 Simultaneous General Elec-
tions and Regional Head Elections
According to the General Elections Commission (PKPU) Regula-
tion Number 3/2022 on the Stages and Schedule of the 2024 Gen-
eral Elections, the schedule for the registration and verification of 
political parties contesting the 2024 General Elections will be held 
from July 29, 2022 to December 13, 2022. Meanwhile, specifically 
for the registration stage itself, KPU opens registration of political 
parties from 1 to 14 August 2022.

Politics
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Furthermore, in the registration stage, KPU has launched Sipol for 
the registration and verification of participants in the 2024 Gen-
eral Elections, Friday, June 24, 2022. Sipol is KPU’s authority to 
regulate registration and registration aids for political parties. This 
online Sipol aims to serve election participants to input political par-
ties’ profile data (including the addresses of registered political party 
members).

KPU Commissioner Idham Holik mentioned what data that must 
be uploaded to the Sipol; namely, first, the profiles of political par-
ties, secondly, memberships, thirdly, party managements, and the 
permanent offices of the political parties. Furthermore, the veri-
fication is carried out using two methods; namely, administrative 
and factual methods. If referring to the presidential threshold rule, 
political parties that meet the vote threshold only need to carry out 
administrative verification. As for political parties outside of this 
provision, factual verification will be carried out at the district/city 
level. For the provincial level management, political parties must 
have managements in 34 provinces (tempo.co, 24/6/2022).

Idham also said that the administrative verification would be carried 
out by KPU one day after the political parties register with the Si-
pol. If registration is carried out on August 1, 2022, KPU will verify 
from August 2 to September 14, 2022. To make it easier for political 
parties to register, KPU provides a helpdesk service that is ready to 
help (tempo.co, 24/6/2022).

Sipol Problems in the last Elections
In the last 2019 elections, there were several Bawaslu notes related 
to civil and political issues. First, the Sipol page often experienced 
troubleshooting during the process of checking the completeness of 
the registration requirements documents. Second, Sipol also could 
not identify duplicated documents and there is no notification of 
document status in Sipol. Third, there was a difference between the 
data from the administrators at Sipol and from the decree (SK) of 
the Kemenkumham (Ministry of Law and Human Rights). Fourth, 
there was a difference between determining verification based on a 
decree and between determining verification based on data at Sipol 
(https://bawaslu.go.id/, 18/9/2019).

Not much different from Bawaslu’s notes, DKPP also gave sev-
eral notes. A member of the Election Ethics Honorary Council 
(DKPP), Dr Alfitra Salamm, revealed several issues related to the 
Political Party Information System (SIPOL) process and the han-
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dling of code of ethics violations that were submitted to the DKPP 
Secretariat, especially at the Registration and Verification Stages of 
Political Parties Contesting the 2019 Elections (https: //dkpp.go.id, 
20/11/2019).

First, there was the dualism of political parties. Second, there were 
many organizers whose names were included in the party manage-
ments in the Pilkada to the detriment of the organizers. In fact, if 
their names are proven to be in the managements, they will imme-
diately be dismissed because one of the requirements to become 
election organizers is to resign from the memberships of political 
parties for at least 5 (five) years at the time of registering as candi-
dates in accordance with the provisions of Article 21 Letter i of Law 
Number 7/2017. This problem is more common in districts/cities 
(https://dkpp.go.id, 20/11/2019).

Third, regarding the status of political party offices, there were 
cases where the offices were in arrears in payments or later moved. 
Even though it is not the domain of the DKPP, as it is related to 
leasing, this remains an ethical issue. Fourth, there was a problem 
of updating management data in city districts, making verification 
difficult due to too many party managements (https://dkpp.go.id, 
20/11/2019).

Other notes also emerged from political parties regarding the use 
of Sipol in the 2019 elections. The Secretary General of the Idaman 
Party, Ramdansyah Bakir, said that in some regions the data upload 
process often took a long time. Another obstacle, there was diffi-
culties in accessing the server due to DDOS. The Chair of the DPP 
for the Crescent Star Party Winning Division, Sukmaharsono, stat-
ed the same thing. He added that the Sipol server lacked data, such 
as the number of different sub-districts (merdeka.com, 9/10/2017).

According to the findings above, the problems of using Sipol can be 
divided into several categories as follows. First, the question about 
the interpretation of the Sipol legal umbrella. The problem of differ-
ent legal interpretations between the KPU and Bawaslu that often 
occurred in previous elections.

This was reflected in the differences in interpretation between the 
election organizers; namely, the KPU and Bawaslu, regarding the 
determination of the decrees for registered political party adminis-
trators and the verification process in Sipol. This difference raised 
a problem when there was a management dualism that occured 
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within the body of a political party or when there was a change in 
the name of the political party administrator that was uploaded to 
Sipol. In addition, in the 2019 Elections, Bawaslu was of the opinion 
that Sipol was not a mandatory requirement in the election regis-
tration, while KPU argued that in the registration stage, Sipol was 
mandatory for political parties (detik.com, 26/9/2019).

Meanwhile, for the registration and verification stages of the 2024 
simultaneous general elections and regional elections, until 8 July 
2022, Bawaslu had not yet had access to Sipol, even though Ba-
waslu must participate in monitoring the registration and verifica-
tion stages of political parties as candidates for the 2024 General 
Elections (medcom.com, id, 10/7/2022).

Second, the problem of data. The data uploaded by political parties 
could not be read by thr system, so they could identify duplicated 
documents, and there was no notification of document status in 
Sipol. In fact, digitizing election data is very important to imple-
ment system-readable data. This is because the data that can be 
easily read by the system can make it easier for readers to identify 
the data.

Third, the problem of information technology system infrastruc-
ture used in Sipol. This problem occured when the Sipol page expe-
rienced technical problems on the server, so it could interfere with 
the Sipol data entry process carried out by political parties.

In addition, the issue of information technology system infrastruc-
ture was very important to provide data protection for election 
participants. Regarding data protection, a study by the Indonesian 
Institute, Center for Public Policy Research (TII) (2021) stated that 
there were several problems in the open election data disclosure 
ecosystem. One of them is the absence of detailed provisions in the 
Election Law, which regulates the disclosure of election information 
in the realm of elections. There is only one article in Law Number 
7/2017 on General Elections (UU 7/2017), which generally regu-
lates the disclosure of election information. Article 14 letter c of the 
Election Law states that KPU is obliged to convey all information on 
the implementation of elections to the public.

The implementation of Sipol as an effort to digitize election data is 
important to continue to be implemented. However, digitalization 
efforts in the context of openness of election data often encounter 
challenges in the implementation process. These challenges have 
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caused the implementation of election data openness in Indonesia 
to not run optimally.

This was illustrated by a study conducted by TII (2021) by monitor-
ing the website of the General Elections Commission (KPU), there 
were only seven types of data that were considered open; namely, 
those relating to the legal framework; electoral bodies and adminis-
trators; electoral management body processes; constituency; ballot 
qualification; election campaigns, and voter education.

Meanwhile, there are six types of data that are still considered 
partially open; namely, political party registration data; campaign 
funds; voter registration; voter list; polling stations, and election 
complaints and disputes. In fact, two election data are considered 
not open; namely, election security data and election results. There-
fore, according to the problems above, it is necessary to make im-
provements made by the election organizers, especially KPU.

Recommendations
The application of Sipol as part of the registration and verification 
stages of the 2024 General Elections and Regional Head Elections 
has raised a number of challenges. However, Sipol as a step to re-
alize data digitization in the context of openness of election data 
needs to be supported. Therefore, several steps are needed to im-
prove the implementation of Sipol in the 2024 General Elections 
and Regional Head Election:

First, KPU, Bawaslu, DKPP, the Government, and the DPR need 
to equate perceptions about the legal umbrella for the application 
of Sipol and to strengthen the information dissemination related to 
technical rules in the registration and verification of participants in 
the 2024 simultaneous General Elections and Pilkada to the Re-
gional General Elections Commission (KPUD) and the Regional 
General Elections Supervisory Body (Bawasda) from the provincial 
to district/city levels. This is important to prevent multiple interpre-
tations in the implementations of technical rules in the context of 
verifying Sipol election data and regional head elections.

Second, to encourage KPU to fix the application of information 
technology systems so that the data can be read by the system. 
KPU needs to work closely with civic tech in order to provide input 
and supervision regarding this matter. Third, to encourage KPU to 
strengthen the information technology system server infrastruc-
ture used for Sipol so as not to hinder the process of data upload 
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by political parties. In addition, KPU needs to ensure that the open 
election data it provides is inclusive and to ensure the protection of 
personal data by increasing server security.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

The application of Sipol 
as part of the registration 
and verification stages 
of the 2024 General 
Elections and Regional 
Head Elections has raised 
a number of challenges. 
Nevertheless, Sipol is 
important as one of the 
steps to realize data 
digitization in the context 
of openness of election 
data.
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Maternity Leave Polemics in the Maternal and 

Child Welfare Bill

At the Plenary Meeting held on June 30, 2022, the House of Rep-
resentatives of the Republic of Indonesia (DPR RI) stipulated the 
Draft Law on Maternal and Child Welfare (RUU KIA) as an initia-
tive Bill of the DPR RI. Speaker of the DPR RI Puan Maharani stat-
ed that the MCH Bill would be a guideline for the state to ensure 
that the children of the nation’s next generations has good growth 
and development so that they became superior human resources 
(Tempo.co, 30/06/2022).

Furthermore, as reported on the website dpr.go.id, it is explained 
that the MCH Bill is one of the efforts to overcome the stunting 
problem in Indonesia. According to Member of Commission IX 
DPR RI Rahmad Handoyo,  the Joko Widodo administration has in-
deed paid special attention to the problem of stunting in Indonesia. 
Therefore, a legal umbrella is needed so that the welfare of mothers 
and children is guaranteed (dpr.go.id, 05/07/2022).

One of the efforts to overcome stunting and to improve the welfare 
of mothers and children is to provide additional maternity leave, both 
for husband and wife. Previously, maternity leave was regulated in 
Law Number 13/2003 concerning Manpower, which explained that 
women or wives were entitled to three months of maternity leave, 
and and men or husbands were entitled to two days of leave. In ad-
dition, the a quo Law also explained that the company must still pay 
the employee’s wages in full.

Now through the MCH Bill, the number of leave has increased. 
Women or wives who originally received three months of leave 
now have six months of leave. As for men or husbands, the mater-
nity leave, which was originally only two days, has now become 40 
days.
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This change in provisions has become polemics in the community. 
The reason is that many parties think that this actually creates dis-
crimination against women workers, where employers will prefer to 
employ men compared to women because of the length of time on 
maternity leave. In addition, for entrepreneurs, this is also consid-
ered burdensome considering the current economic condition is in 
the recovery period after the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
pandemic.

The Importance of Maternity Leave
However, behind the polemics that have arisen, it does not mean 
that maternity leave for men or husbands is not important. When 
referring to the role of the husband or father in the family, Ariyani 
(2017) explained that the father or husband had several important 
roles: first, as a provider; second, as a protector; third, as a deci-
sion maker; fourth, as a child specialist and educator; and fifth, as a 
mother’s companion.

Referring to the important role of the husband or father, it can be 
said that the earlier the father builds attachment with the child, the 
better. Parenting and the experience of children interacting with 
their fathers have an important contribution to the development 
of children and influence until the children grow up. In addition, the 
cognitive and social development of children from an early age is in-
fluenced by attachment, emotional connection, and the availability 
of resources provided by the father (Ariyani, 2017). According to 
this argument, it is important for the state to create a legal umbrella 
for leave for husbands or fathers.

Several countries in the world have also made regulations regarding 
leave for husbands or fathers. For example, the Japanese govern-
ment provides one year of maternity leave for husbands or fathers. 
Unlike in Indonesia, where employers still have to pay the wages of 
their employees who are on leave, employers in Japan do not need 
to issue wages for their employees because they have been paid 
by the Japanese government. Furthermore, in order not to burden 
the Japanese government, husbands or fathers who take maternity 
leave do not get full wages. In the first six months, the Japanese 
government gave 67 percent of wages from basic salary, and in the 
next six months it was 50 percent (Suara.com, 22/06/2022).

Unlike in Japan, the wages of husbands or fathers who take leave 
in Portugal and France are paid with social security. However, the 
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number of maternity leave granted to husbands or fathers is not 
much, which is only 20 days in Portugal and 4 weeks in France (Su-
ara.com, 22/06/2022).

In Slovenia, the husbands or fathers are entitled to three months of 
maternity leave. Of this amount, in the first 15 days, employers are 
required to pay the employee’s wages in full and the next 75 days are 
only paid based on the minimum wage (Suara.com, 22/06/2022).
Looking for Solutions

If we look more closely at the polemics over the maternity leave in 
the MCH Bill, there are two points of problems. First, related to the 
unequal amount of leave between men and women, it can lead to 
discrimination. Second, it relates to the amount of wages that the 
employers must still pay when the six-month leave rule for women 
giving birth is enforced. Therefore, the DPR RI needs to re-discuss 
and find a solution before the MCH Bill is passed.

Regarding the difference in the length of maternity leave for men 
and women, this can be overcome by providing the same amount 
of maternity leave for men and women. For example, both men and 
women can apply for leave of three or six months. This can be done 
at one time, or alternately, such as the first three or six months for 
the wife and the next three or six months for the husband.

Even if the problem is the stunting rate caused by working mothers, 
then the solution that can be given is to require companies to build 
friendly workplaces for working mothers; for example, by requiring 
every workplace to provide a laxation room, a place to store breast 
milk (ASI), or a place for child care. The provision of these facilities 
also needs to pay attention to the capabilities and conditions of the 
related companies so that their fulfillment can also be carried out 
properly and realistically.

Regarding the provision of wages to employees who are on ma-
ternity leave and are considered burdensome for employers, there 
are several things that can be used as options in accordance with 
policies in other countries. First, take the example of Japan, where 
wages for employees who take maternity leave are paid by the gov-
ernment. However, this needs to be re-examined if it feels burden-
some to the government, considering other conditions such as the 
pandemic, the development plan for the National Capital, national 
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economic recovery, infrastructure development, meeting basic and 
energy needs, handling subsidies, increasing human resources, pro-
viding job opportunities, and so forth.

Second, the DPR RI can follow the policies in Portugal and France, 
where wages are paid through social security. If this is done, then 
the DPR RI and the Government need to coordinate with the Social 
Security Administering Body (BPJS). Experience from implement-
ing policies related to BPJS also underlines the importance of care-
ful calculations and considerations related to social security policies, 
especially related to service quality standards, management, trans-
parency and accountability, and financing.

Third, the Government of Indonesia can also follow the example of 
Slovenia, which pays employees who take maternity leave in accor-
dance with the minimum wage. This also needs to be reviewed and 
consulted again with the relevant stakeholders in relation to who 
will pay the minimum wage, whether the government, companies, 
or with social security mechanisms.

Fourth, the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia 
can combine the models of remunerations. For example, employees 
who apply for maternity leave receive a full salary paid one-third by 
the company, one-third from social security, and one-third from the 
government. Again, it is important to consult with the interested 
stakeholders to ensure that the recommended policies are realistic, 
feasible and applicable, with the commitments of all relevant par-
ties.

Whatever the mechanism for paying employee wages related to 
maternity leave, the most important thing is that employees who 
take maternity leave still get their rights or wages. Currently, what 
the public needs to do is to continue to oversee the process of mak-
ing the MCH Bill by actively communicating with the DPR RI if 
there are articles that have the potential to be detrimental and to 
encourage the Bill to be ratified immediately.

-  Ahmad Hidayah   -

The polemics over 
the maternity leave in 
the MCH Bill do not 
make the Bill stagnate. 
Therefore, it is important 
for the public to be able 
to continue to voice 
actively to the DPR RI 
if there are articles that 
have the potential to 
be detrimental in the 
MCH Bill and to push 
for the Bill to be ratified 
immediately.”
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Equitable Access to Education and 
the Implementation of PIP

One of the government policies on equitable access to education 
is the Smart Indonesia Program (PIP). The program was launched 
in 2014 as a replacement for the Poor Student Assistance (BSM) 
program. PIP is a conditional cash transfer program in the field of 
education that is given to school-age children who come from un-
derprivileged families. The benefits of PIP will be obtained if the 
children register or are enrolled in schools/madrasahs, Islamic 
boarding schools, study groups (pursuit a/b/c packages), and train-
ing institutions or courses (Puslitjak, 2020). PIP is intended to help 
students from poor families meet the personal costs of education.

After being implemented for more than six years, despite the vari-
ous benefits of PIP, there are still various obstacles in the process of 
implementing the program. Therefore, this paper intends to further 
analyze the implementation of PIP.

PIP Implementation
In 2021, not all children in Indonesia can access education services. 
Data from the Central Statistics Agency (BPS) in 2021 show that 
there was still 21.47 percent of high school-age children were not in 
school 2021. In the group of junior high school-age children, there 
was still 6 .77 percent of children who were not in school. Mean-
while, in the elementary school age group, there was still 0.65 per-
cent of children who were not in school.

Of the total children who were not in school, whether at the SMA, 
SMP, or SD level, the majority were children from the poorest 20 
percent of families in Indonesia (quintile 1). The next percentage of 
children who were not in school came from family groups that be-
longed to poor and vulnerable families (quintile 2). The higher the 
family expenditure group, the smaller the number of children who 
were not in school from that group.

For example, in the group of children of high school age/equiva-
lent, 31.39 percent of children who did not attend school came from 
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families with the expenditure group of quintile 1. Children who did 
not attend school from families with the expenditure group of quin-
tile 2 were 25.21 percent. Children did not attend school from fami-
lies with expenditure group quintile 3 (moderate expenditure) by 
20.23 percent. Children who did not attend school from families 
with expenditure group quintile 4 (middle and above) were 17.67 
percent. Meanwhile, children who did not attend school came from 
families with the 5th quintile expenditure group (the richest popula-
tion) by 12.43 percent.

The above conditions indicate a link between the socio-economic 
conditions of the family and the accessibility of children to access 
education services. These conditions also show that PIP has not 
been maximized in encouraging the realization of equal access to 
education, especially for children who come from the poorest and 
poorest families. PIP has been running for more than six years.

Furthermore, regarding the PIP implementation process, in a study 
conducted by Prasetyono and Mulyani (2018) at SMA Negeri 2 Du-
moga, Bolaang Mongondow Regency, it was mentioned that there 
were supporting and hindering factors for KIP implementation. The 
supporting factor was the existence of information from the office 
regularly to schools and online. Meanwhile, the inhibiting factor 
was the evaluation of the KIP program that was carried out every 
program period, causing changes to the mechanism and misappro-
priation of KIP funds.

The study conducted by Rohmah and Kasmawanto (2022) also 
shows several obstacles in the implementation of KIP lectures, in-
cluding obstacles in the communication process between university 
administrators and students receiving KIP. These conditions cause 
students to experience delays in collecting several reports related to 
KIP, so it has an impact on delays in disbursing funds submitted by 
university administrators at the Higher Education Service Institute 
(LLDIKTI). 

Studies conducted by Sulhan and Sasongko (2017) in Malang City, 
especially Kauman Village, also showed that the implementation of 
PIP was still not optimal. Of the total 560 poor people in the village, 
only 30 percent received a social security card, while only 5 percent 
of the population became KIP participants.

National socio-economic survey data (Susenas) in the Indonesian 
Education Monitoring Network/JPPI (2022) show that the per-
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centage of students receiving KIP from upper-middle-income class 
families has increased between 2017 and 2020. In 2017, the pro-
portion of KIP participants from income groups IDR 5 million and 
above covered 11.7 percent. This figure increased to 16.4 percent 
in 2020. Meanwhile, KIP participants from the lower-income class 
family group decreased. In 2017, there was 28.1 percent of KIP re-
cipients from this group. That number has decreased to 16.7 per-
cent in 2020.

Another obstacle in the PIP implementation process also lies in the 
amount of assistance and the time of receipt of the assistance. The 
results of a study by the Policy Research Center, Research and De-
velopment Agency and Books, Ministry of Education and Culture/
Puslitjak (2020) showed that the amount of assistance received by 
PIP participants had never changed since it was named BSM (in 
2014). The determination of the amount of PIP so far had also been 
uniform without considering the levels of costs that varied between 
various regions in Indonesia. In addition, the distribution and receipt 
of PIP funds were often delayed, and there were even some stu-
dents who received assistance after they graduated from school. 
These conditions made PIP’s goal to help cover the personal costs 
of education not be achieved optimally.

Some of the findings above show that there are still many obstacles 
in the PIP implementation process. Although there are survey re-
sults that show that PIP is very useful (Indicator, 2022), there are 
still many things that need to be improved in the PIP implementa-
tion process. The large number of children who have not been able 
to access education services is also proof that PIP has not succeed-
ed in achieving its goal; namely, realizing equal access to education.
Some of the things that are still problematic in the implementation 
of KIP include the existence of misappropriation of KIP funds, com-
munication problems between university/education unit adminis-
trators and KIP recipients, the uneven distribution of KIP recipients, 
the amount of KIP funds that are not adjusted to the increasing 
educational needs, and the time of disbursement. KIP funds that are 
not on time, and others.

Recommendations
According to the results of the analysis above, several things can be 
done including, first, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, 
and Technology (Kemendikbudristek) and the Ministry of Religion 
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(Kemenag) need to expand the scope of PIP recipients. The reason 
is that the majority of elementary to high school-age children who 
are not in school come from the poorest 20 percent of the family 
group in Indonesia. Meanwhile, not all children from poor families 
participate in PIP.

Second, in addition to expanding the scope of PIP recipients, the 
Ministry of Education and Culture and the Ministry of Religion 
need to increase the amount of PIP assistance and adjust it to the 
cost of education in the region. Since 2014, the amount of program 
assistance has never increased. Even though, the educational needs 
of children always increase every year and vary from one region to 
another. The Ministry of Education and Culture and the Ministry 
of Religion can also cooperate with the private sector regarding the 
expansion of the scope and amount of this PIP assistance.

Third, Kemendikbudristek, Kemenag, and education unit adminis-
trators need to improve data on PIP recipients, as well as improve 
the evaluation process and communication between these parties 
and PIP recipients. This is necessary to minimize misappropriation 
of PIP funds and prevent delays in the process of distributing aid 
funds.

-  Nisaaul Muthiah   -

Social

The large number of 
children who have not 
been able to access 
education services 
shows that PIP has not 
succeeded in realizing 
equal distribution of 
education, especially 
for children from poor 
families.
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The Handling of Stunting in Indonesia and 
the Views on the Effectiveness of the MCH Bill

In the last decade, reducing the incidence of stunting in children 
is one of the global development goals. It is stated in target 2.2 
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that all countries 
agree to end all forms of malnutrition by 2030, including achiev-
ing the target for successful handling of stunting (failure to thrive) 
and wasting (body weight is below the normal range) by 2025.

In addition, in June 2022, the House of Representatives (DPR) 
ratified the Maternal and Child Welfare Bill (MCH Bill/RUU 
KIA) to become a DPR initiative bill. It is stated in the draft bill, 
also by the opinion of the Chair of the National Awakening Party 
(PKB) faction of the DPR RI, Cucun Ahmad Syamsurijal, that 
maternal mortality rates due to childbirth and stunting rates are 
the background to the importance of the MCH Bill (tempo.co, 
08/09/2021). One of the things that the DPR is trying to deal 
with stunting, which has attracted the attention of many parties, 
is the granting of the right to maternity leave for six months for 
working mothers.

With this background, this paper intends to further analyze the 
handling of stunting in Indonesia. This paper also intends to 
see whether the granting of six months’ leave rights to working 
mothers will be effective in minimizing the incidence of stunting.

Stunting Prevention
According to the Head of the National Population and Family 
Planning Agency (BKKBN), Hasto Wardoyo, stunting is a condi-
tion of failure to grow and develop for children under five years 
old due to malnutrition since they are in the womb until they 
are born into the world. Stunting is only seen after the baby is 
two years old (bkkbn.go id, 5/08/2021). Meanwhile, according 
to Khairani (2020), stunting is a condition in which children ex-
perience growth disorders, so the children’s heights do not match 
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their ages. This is caused by chronic nutritional problems; name-
ly, the lack of nutritional intake for a long time.

According to the Regulation of the Minister of Health of the 
Republic of Indonesia Number 2/2020 on the Anthropometric 
Standards for Assessment of Child Nutritional Status, stunting 
is a nutritional status based on a height index for age with a z-
score value of less than -2 standard deviations. Stunting is not 
only a problem of physical growth disorders, but it also causes 
children to become sick easily and experience disorders of brain 
development and intelligence. Therefore, stunting is a big threat 
to the development of the quality of human resources.

According to the results of the Indonesian Nutrition Status Sur-
vey (SSGI, 2021) conducted by the Ministry of Health, the stunt-
ing prevalence rate in Indonesia in 2021 was 24.4 percent. These 
conditions were still far from the SDGs target to end stunting 
in 2025. Even globally, it is estimated that cases of wasting and 
stunting have increased due to the 2019 coronavirus disease 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Some steps that can be taken to prevent stunting include meet-
ing nutritional needs since pregnancy; giving exclusive breast-
feeding until the baby is six months old; accompanying exclusive 
breastfeeding with breast milk substitutes (MPASI) when the 
baby reaches the age of six months and over; continuing to mon-
itor the growth and development of children, and always keeping 
the environment clean (Khairani, 2020).

Stunting is also related to socio-economic conditions and sanita-
tion where pregnant women and toddlers live. Socio-economic 
conditions are closely related to the ability to meet nutritious in-
take and to get health services for pregnant women and toddlers. 
Meanwhile, sanitation and food safety are closely related to the 
level of risk of infectious diseases.

The data from the Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates (2018), 
shows that countries with upper middle income could reduce 
stunting rates by 64 percent, while countries with lower middle 
incomes were only able to reduce stunting rates by around 24 
percent from 2000 to 2017. Meanwhile, countries with low in-
comes experienced an increase in the incidence of stunting be-
tween 2000 and 2017.
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Basic Health Research Data (Riskesdes) in 2013 showed that nu-
tritional problems occurred in almost all parts of Indonesia, not 
only in the poor population but also in the rich group. However, 
the data also showed that the prevalence of stunting in children 
under five was more common in the group with the lowest own-
ership index quintile, which was 48.4 percent of children under 
five. Meanwhile, the prevalence of stunting in the top owner-
ship index quintile group was 29 percent of children under five. 
An ownership index quintile is a tool used to measure a person’s 
socioeconomic status. Some of the variables that make up the 
index are; for example, the main source of drinking water, cook-
ing fuel, ownership of defecation facilities, and so on. 

According to UNICEF/Lancet (in Atmarita, 2018), the prob-
lem of stunting was mainly influenced by parenting, coverage, 
and quality of health services, the environment, and food secu-
rity. The plan to grant maternity leave rights for six months for 
mothers, which is contained in the MCH Bill, is one of the ef-
forts to create a friendly environment for women. With these 
six months, it is hoped that mothers can optimize exclusive 
breastfeeding, which is important for stunting prevention. The 
six months of leave and additional paternity leave as regulated 
in the bill can also be optimized by the parents of their children 
to improve their parenting style for their children from a gender 
perspective.

Various parties have rejected the proposed six-month leave. One 
of them has stated that the existence of six months of leave will 
marginalize women from the world of work. Women have ex-
perienced discrimination when they take three months of leave 
to give birth and care for their children. Those who are against 
the bill state that women will get more and more discriminatory 
treatment in the world of work. This fact shows how difficult 
it is to be a woman who wants to be able to take care of her 
children optimally while working. Many parties are aware of the 
discrimination experienced by women, but they are silent and 
refuse to give more space for women to be more optimal in the 
early six months of child development. 

It’s not just about maternal leave. Still related to providing a 
friendly environment for women, currently not all workplaces 
provide a place for breastfeeding for mothers, as stated in Gov-
ernment Regulation (PP) Number 33/2013 concerning Exclusive 
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Breastfeeding. It is written in the PP that workplace administra-
tors and organizers of public facilities must provide special facili-
ties for breastfeeding and/or expressing breast milk following the 
company’s capacity. The regulation will be strengthened through 
the MCH Bill Article 22 Paragraph 3 Letter (a), which mentions 
the provision of lactation rooms as one of the supports for pro-
viding convenience for mothers.

Furthermore, apart from trying to create a friendly environment 
for women, the MCH Bill has also touched on health services 
for mothers and children. However, the bill does not mention 
quality health services. Meanwhile, the level of hospital/health 
services in Indonesia is still relatively low. This is reflected in the 
various obstacles experienced by the community in obtaining 
health services in several hospitals.

Another important factor in dealing with stunting is the exis-
tence of food security at the household level. Food security is 
closely related to the incidence of malnutrition. In the long term, 
the problem of food security can be the cause of the increasing 
prevalence of stunting as a result of a lack of nutritional intake 
before and during pregnancy (Atmarita, 2018). 

The issue of food security has been mentioned in the MCH 
Bill, although the draft regulation is not comprehensive enough 
to regulate food security. For example, Article 27 Paragraph 2 
Letter (a) mentions assistance and compensation in the form of 
providing healthy food and balanced nutrition. However, the Bill 
does not regulate what ministries/agencies are responsible for 
providing healthy food and balanced nutrition, as well as what 
kind of food should be given to pregnant women, especially 
mothers from poor communities.

So far, the mandate regarding food security in Indonesia is regu-
lated in Law Number 18/2012 concerning Food and Law Num-
ber 36/2009 concerning Health. Some of the things stated in 
Law Number 18/2012; for example, the government, and local 
governments are obliged to increase the fulfillment of the quan-
tity and quality of public food consumption by a) setting targets 
for achieving food consumption figures per capita per year fol-
lowing the nutritional adequacy rate; b) providing food that is 
diverse, nutritionally balanced, safe, and does not conflict with 
religion, belief, and community culture, and c). the development 
of community knowledge and capabilities in food consumption 

Social



39The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.7 - July 2022

patterns that are diverse, nutritionally balanced, quality, and 
safe. Meanwhile, in Law Number 36/2009, it is written that the 
government is responsible for meeting the nutritional needs of 
poor families and in emergencies.

However, the regulations regarding food security have not been 
appropriately implemented. There are still many pregnant wom-
en whose intake of energy and protein deficits. This reality is 
very dangerous for children’s growth and development and has 
the potential to cause stunting.

Recommendations
Stunting is a complex problem. It takes the role of many parties 
to end the incident. Several things that can be done to prevent 
and end stunting include first, the government, private sector, 
and other relevant stakeholders need to be more serious in im-
plementing existing regulations; for example, regulations related 
to food security, PP on exclusive breastfeeding, and other regu-
lations related to stunting prevention and management.

Second, if many companies refuse to provide the mother with 
six months of maternity leave and additional paternity leave, 
at least the companies can provide lactation rooms for mothers 
who are breastfeeding. The relevant government agencies also 
need to make strategies so that all workplaces can provide lacta-
tion rooms to provide a friendly environment for women who are 
breastfeeding. 

Third, the MCH Bill needs to be continuously encouraged, mon-
itored, and guarded. The DPR also needs to clarify several things 
in the Bill to make it more comprehensive; for example, regarding 
quality health services and the implementation of the provision 
of healthy food assistance and balanced nutrition related to food 
security. In addition, the MCH Bill also needs to regulate the is-
sue of stunting prevention in mothers who work in the informal 
sector, because many Indonesian women work in this sector. It 
is very important to add to the MCH Bill so that the draft regu-
lation does not seem elitist and exclusive to women who are in-
formal workers or even poor women who do not work. This is 
important as stunting occurs mostly in community groups from 
lower socio-economic circles. 

Finally, government agencies, particularly the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Public Works and 
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Public Housing, the Ministry of Manpower, and the BKKBN, 
need to work together to improve the socio-economic condi-
tions of the poor and to improve poor sanitation conditions. Im-
proving socio-economic conditions can be done by empowering 
the economy or providing social assistance such as helping to 
fulfill basic needs. This step is important considering that these 
two factors are closely related to the potential for stunting at 
both the national and the global levels. 

- Nisaaul Muthiah   -   

Various factors that 
need to be optimized 
to end stunting include 
household food security, 
quality health services, 
a friendly environment 
for women, and quality 
parenting from a 
gender perspective. The 
government also needs 
to emphasize the various 
rules for preventing 
stunting that already 
exists, while continuing 
to encourage and oversee 
the ratification of the 
MCH Bill to strengthen 
efforts to prevent and 
eliminate stunting in 
Indonesia.
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) )is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of  becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers.

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, political, and legal affairs. The main 
activities which have been conducted by TII in order to achieve our 
vision and mission, are: research, surveys, facilitation and advocacy 
through training and working groups, public discussions, public 
education, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana” or Discourses), 
monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” in Indonesian and “The 
Indonesian Update” in English), mid-year policy analysis (“Policy 
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Assessment”), annual policy analysis (“Indonesian Report”), 
and monthly discussion forum on policy issues (“The Indonesian 
Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Institutional Profile
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 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Economy plays an important role as one 
of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources have 
often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing economic 
policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality 
of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to conduct 
comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the 
studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will 
be continued until the policy evaluation process.

TII focus on economic issues, such as monetary policy and fiscal policy, as 
well as issues on sustainable development by using analysis which refer to 
economic freedom principles. Monetary issues will focus on the Indonesian 
Central Bank to maintain economic stability, both regarding inflation and 
exchange rate. Meanwhile, fiscal policy will focus on the discussions over 
the National Budget and infrastructure development both in the regions 
and in the cities. In relation to sustainable development, TII research is 
focusing on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development, 
and development gap. In addition, TII also upholds economic freedom 
principles in highlighting the importance of individual freedom and 
involvement of private sectors in increasing development and improving 
welfare in Indonesia. 

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with academic paper. This 
stipulation is also confirmed in Law No. 15 Year 2019 on the Amendment of 
Law No. 12 Year 2011 regarding the Formulation of Laws and Regulations. 

Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation both from academic and content 
aspects. Furthermore, academic paper also functions as an early tracking 
over possibilities of overlapping laws and regulations, so that revocation 
of local regulations or other related issues which can be caused by legal, 
economic, or political aspects in the future, can be minimized as soon as 
possible.

TII offers normative and legal research related to harmonization and 
synchronization of laws and regulations, especially in making academic 
papers, legal opinion on harmonization and synchronization of laws and 
regulations, and legislative drafting for the formulation of local regulations 
bill drafts or other laws and regulations.  In addition, TII also offers openly 
research on other legal issues related to Constitutional Law and Public 
Administration, Human Rights, and Political Corruption. 

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

The enactment of Law No. 23 Year 2014 on the latest regulation on the 
Local Government, has created different relations between the Central 
Government and the Local Government. Entering the era of Bureaucracy 
Reform, specification of division of affairs of the Central Government and 
the Local Government has increasingly demanded the implementation of 
good governance principles. The government is demanded to be adaptive 
and responsive towards public aspiration and services.  Therefore, public 
policy research become more important for both the Central Government 
and the Local Government to analyse context and current issues in the 
regions. The government must also consider various actors whether 
political actors or bureaucrats, as well as public’s aspiration and other non-
state actor in policy processes. 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offer 
policy assessment on various policies which were already applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economy, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist government in formulating policies which are in line with context, 
priorities, and people’s aspiration. TII also offers various breakthrough 
of transformative policies according to existing contexts in particular 
and Open Government principles’ implementation in general, in order to 
increase public participation in policy processes, particularly in the era of 
the openness of public information. 

Political Research Division of TII provide analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policy in the strengthening 
of democracy and the establishment of good governance both at the 
national and local levels. Political research forms are offered by TII (1) 
Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, (3) Mapping & 
Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment Research, (5) Survey 
Indicator. 

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, 
the businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society 
to improve social development. Social analysis is important to identify 
strategic issues which are developing and to make the right stakeholders’ 
mapping to promote significant change in the context of development, 
public policy, and democracy in Indonesia.

The Social Research Division is present to offer strong and valid 
recommendations to produce strategic, relevant, efficient and effective, 
and impactful policies, in addressing to existing various issues. For example, 
issues related to education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly. Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy 
Analysis; (2) Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning 
Research; (4) Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation 
Research; and (5) Indicator Survey.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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PRE-ELECTION AND 
REGIONAL HEAD ELECTION

One of the activities carried out and offered by TII is a pre-election 
survey as well as a pre-election and regional head election. The reasons 
underlying the implementation of pre-election and regional head election 
surveys, namely: (1) A good election is a democratic process that can be 
arranged, calculated, and predicted in the resulting process; (2) Survey 
is one of the important and common discussions to measure, calculate, 
and predict how the process and results of the General Election and the 
Regional Head Election will take place, in accordance to the expectations 
of the candidates; (3) It is very important to win in the General Election 
and the Regional Head Election based on empirical, scientific, measurable 
and supportable data.

As one of the important aspects of a strategic candidate’s election, the 
survey is useful for monitoring political power. In this case, the success 
team needs to conduct a survey for: (1) mapping the candidate’s 
position in public perception; (2) mapping voters’ desires; (3) 
publishing the most effective political machinery used as voters; 
and (4) Looking for the most effective medium for the campaign.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed and experienced offered 
by TII is a qualitative evaluation of the projects and programs of non-
governmental organizations and government. Evaluation activities are 
offered TII stages of mid-term evaluation of the project/program (mid-
term evaluation) and also the final evaluation at the end of the project/
program (final evaluation).

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of 
a project or program. Mid-Term Evaluation of the project or program is 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the project or program, and make recommendations for the 
continuity of the project or program. Meanwhile, the final evaluation 
allows us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons learned to 
ensure the achievement of all the objectives of the project or program at 
the end of the project or program.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  

.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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