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The border disputes between Indonesia and Malaysia have always been a fire 
in a husk, which anytime can burst. Border disputes do not only involve the 
governments of both countries. Border problems exposed in the mass media 
have always raised the spirit of nationalism and anti- Malaysia sentiments. 
If left unchecked, these will worsen the problem and damage the diplomatic 
relations between the two countries.

For the Indonesian people, the current border disputes are like opening an old 
wound. It is still vivid in our minds when Indonesia lost Sipadan and Ligitan 
islands in 2002 through the mechanisms of the International Court. The issue 
of border disputes then continued with Malaysia’s claim over the Ambalat 
Block in 2005 and 2009.

Even though the cases of Ambalat and also of the nine oBPs have not been 
clearly solved, similar issues are now emerging again. The issues include the 
areas of Camar Bulan, Temajuk village, District Paloh, and Tanjung Datu 
district of Sambas, West Kalimantan.

 This edition of the Indonesian Update raises a main theme on the border 
disputes over  Tanjung Datu and Camar Bulan.

This edition of the Indonesian Update also raises some important topics in 
the political and social fields. on politics, it discusses the deficit of political 
regeneration and the role of the civil society. on social affairs, it talks about 
cities and climate change, the crime trends in Jakarta, and the revision of Food 
Law. 

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in the government and the business sector, 
academicians, and international think tanks get actual information and 
contextual analyses on economic, political, social, and cultural developments 
in Indonesia.

Happy reading!

Foreword
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Main report

The Border Dispute: 
Tanjung Datu and Camar Bulan 

The border disputes between Indonesia and Malaysia have always 
been a fire in a husk, which anytime can burst. Border disputes 
do not only involve the governments of both countries. Border 
problems exposed in the mass media have always raised the spirit 
of nationalism and anti- Malaysia sentiments. If left unchecked, 
these will worsen the problem and damage the diplomatic relations 
between the two countries.

For the Indonesian people, the current border disputes are like 
opening an old wound. It is still vivid in our minds when Indonesia 
lost Sipadan and Ligitan Islands in 2002 through the mechanisms of 
the International Court. The issue of border disputes then continued 
with Malaysia’s claim over the Ambalat Block in 2005 and 2009.

Up to now, there are nine border areas agreed upon by  both 
governments as regional disputes, which were later named the 
outstanding Boundary Problems (oBPs). The Western sector of 
West Kalimantan/Indonesia and Sarawak/Malaysia has four oBPs; 
namely, Batu Aum, Buan River, gunung Raya, D.400. While in the 
Eastern sector: East Kalimantan/ Indonesia and Sabah/Malaysia, 
there are five oBPs: Sebatik Island, Sinapad River, River Semantipal, 
B2700 - B3100, and C500 - C600.

Tanjung Datu and Camar Bulan

Even though the cases of Ambalat and also of the nine oBPs have 
not been clearly solved, similar issues are now emerging again. The 
issues include the areas of Camar Bulan, Temajuk village, District 
Paloh, and Tanjung Datu district of Sambas, West Kalimantan. 

Tanjung Datu is inhabited by around 493 households, with a total 
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area of   4,750 Km2 ± (with a population of approximately 1,883 
inhabitants), consisting of two sub-districts; namely, Camar Bulan 
sub-district and Maludin sub-district.

The emergence of annexation issue in Tanjung Datu and Camar 
Bulan by Malaysia stemmed from the statements of members of the 
House Representiatives. Commission I Member TB Hasanuddin 
stated that Malaysia has changed the boundary markers in the 1449 
hectares of Camar Bulan area and in the 8,000 square meters of  
Tanjung Datu area. Malaysia claims that both areas as its regions. 

The media reporting has made the news spread so rapidly, and 
(again) fostering a great sense of nationalism in Indonesia. various 
elements of the society have urged the government to immediately 
act firmly against the annexation of Malaysia. 

The emergence of this annexation information was then responded 
by the government with the provision of related data and facts. TNI 
Chief Agus Suhartono in a public hearing with Commission I of DPR 
on october 14, 2011 stated that there were no boundary stakes that 
had been moved. Soldiers who had been maintaining and patrolling 
along the border areas found that there was no change in the border 
markers.

He admitted that there might have been some stakes that were 
buried. There are some stakes that were buried or shifted due to the 
activities of logging and coastal erosion, but the TNI has immediately 
returned the stakes to their original place. The emergence of this 
issue, according to the TNI Chief, will make the morale of soldiers 
on duty weaken.  So, this issue should be immediately discontinued.

TNI Chief ’s statement is also supported by the data and findings 
presented by the Head of Strategic Intelligence Agency (BAIS), 
Laksda Sulaeman Ponto, that Malaysia is not doing annexation. 
What happens is that the difference map of the border areas that 
guide both parties so that misunderstandings occur. Precisely, what 
happens is that as many as 170 heads of Indonesia Family farming 
activities are in the territory of Malaysia.

The Different maps

Indonesia-Malaysia border regions are currently adhered to the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Indonesia and 
Malaysia Border Committee that was made   in 1978. Thus, the 
segment limits in Camar Bulan and Tanjung Datu have been agreed 

Main report
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upon by Indonesia and Malaysia, and are not included into the 
oBPs.

The border regions between the two countries which are based on 
the MoU of 1978 are slightly different from the maps made   in the 
Netherlands (van Doorn) in 1905. Using this Dutch map, which has 
similarities with the map of the local people,  to compare with the 
1978 map of the MoU will  find irregularities in Tanjung Datu  along 
the 800m border areas, while in Camar Bulan, there are  1449 m2 of  
difference. So, when using these Dutch maps, it looks like Malaysia 
has annexated the territories of Indonesia

It is clear that this problem arises because there are two difference 
map useds in the view border. The government /military and 
Malaysia that are using a map based on the 1978 MoU has  not 
found  shift markers. While  Commission I TB Hasanuddin and 
community has used The Netherland van Doorn maps and maps 
of local folk.

Basic problems 

The government and the House of Reprensentatives should have a 
clear frame of mind, as well as the same data and information, so that 
mutual synergies in guarding the borders and protect the interests 
of marginalized people of Indonesia in there. When communication 
and surveillance systems were not improved, then for the future it 
will be more and more territories of Indonesia who move into an 
area of   neighboring countries.

Second, the central government and local governments and also 
the communities do not have the discipline related to the markings 
in border areas. There are stakes that were buried or shifted in 
the border areas because of the coastal erosion, but they are not 
immediately repaired. Even the activities of logging, both legal 
and illegal, often move the markers temporarily but they are not 
restored immediately in place so that in future governments and 
people are arguing again.

Third, the people in the border areas have always dogged by 
problems related to infrastructure and low economy of citizens. 
Many border areas cover a huge area, including the path being 
traversed by military patrols. on the other sides, Malaysia has 
relatively better infrastructure so that the citizens of Indonesia 

Main report
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often conduct business activities in the Malaysian territories. The 
lack of infrastructure has also caused a fairly embarrassing problem, 
as revealed by the Commission I. Members of the military on the 
border using the cellular network that is operated by Malaysia to 
communicate using a cell phone.

This fact certainly makes us sad. It seems that the government sees 
the border disputes only as a matter of national boundaries.  This 
issue in fact also involves the welfare of the people on the border 
and inter-related infrastructure development. As long as public 
welfare is not supported by the development of infrastructure, then 
this problem will continue to emerge.  The interactions amongst 
border residents will increasingly blur the boundaries of the state 
itself. The case of Sipadan and Ligitan is a sufficient experience for 
us to develop an area, which is a key to the defense of a country.

— Benni Inayatullah —

The government should 
not regard the border 
disputes as a matter of 
mere national borders. 
The problem should also 
involve the construction 
of infrastructure and 
welfare of citizens.

Main report
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Politics

The Deficit of Regeneration of 
Political Leadership 

The problem of the regeneration of national leadership seems to be 
getting serious. This can be seen from the fact that the candidates 
who are likely to contest the Presidential Elections in 2014 are almost 
all old faces with the ages above 60 years or older in 2014. Referring 
to the results of the latest surveys, leaders who got the highest 
levels of supports from the public as the presidential candidates in 
2014 will be in the ages of 60 years or over in 2014.

Political parties will most likely bring back old characters. The 
golkar Party will most likely support one of the two senior 
figures: Aburizal Bakrie (68 years) or Jusuf Kalla (72); Indonesian 
Democratic Party for Struggle will still give an opportunity to its 
chair Megawati Sukarnoputri (67); the Democratic Party is likely 
to endorse Ani Yudhoyono (62) and Joko Suyanto (64); gerindra 
will almost certainly nominate Prabowo Subianto (63); and PAN 
is likely to support Hatta Radjasa (61). All of them have the top 
leadership positions in the parties, and some had contetested the 
presidential elections in 2004, but lost.

From a number of names that have relatively good potential 
electability, it seems that there are no signs of candidates who 
come from younger age groups, which are usually more active 
and productive, whether they are politicians, professionals, 
entrepreneurs, bureaucrats, mass organizations’ activists, academia, 
army personnel, or artists. 

Ironically, the slowdown in the regeneration of national leadership 
occurs at the same time when democratic mechanisms in the 
selection of national leadership are better than those of the old 
order and New order. The question is that what factors are 
causing the slowdown in the regeneration of national leadership?

Party dominance

The circulation of the elite within the parties is a fact about the 
strong grip of political gerontocracy over major political parties in 
Indonesia now. Political parties in the reform era have a position and 
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a political power that are very strong and strategic: to dominate the 
process of circulation of the elite of the political leadership in the 
executive and legislative branches of the goverment-- president, 
parliament members, and area heads- as well as determine the 
entire leadership of the judiciary - Supreme Court (MA ) justices and 
the Constitutional Court (MK) judges -and the state commissions 
through the processes in the House of Representatives (DPR).

The failure of strong parties would lead to democracy suffering from 
“the failure party syndrome”, a situation in which the postures and 
authorities of the parties are very strong but retain some “diseases” 
and deviation (deviation of democracy). Instead of cementing 
democracy by implementing a transparent selection system based 
on meritocracy, the parties are moving slowly pulling down. Instead 
of building democracy, they are failing to perform the function of 
political recruitment in a democratic and transparent environment. 
At this point, the regeneration of leadership within the parties is 
stagnant and has an impact on the circulation the national leadership.

The functions of political parties as the main institutions of 
democracy are still controlled by the old elite. The Chairs of the 
Boards of Trustees and Chairs of the Parties - such as the consultative 
councils, advisory boards, and Syuro councils - which control the 
party machinery are still dominated by the old elites.

The success of the regeneration of political leadership will be a 
portrait of a success or a failure of the regeneration of the nation’s 
leadership at the national level. In the reform era and since the 
1945 Constitution was amended, political positions determine the 
success of the leadership of regeneration. 

The figures who are most likely to be endorsed by political parties in 
the 2014 presidential elections are the actors who currently control 
political parties. Therefore, the reluctance of the old politicians to 
give an opportunity to young people and the ability/readiness of the 
youth have become factors inhibiting regeneration of leadership in 
political parties.

The circulation of the elite and the phenomenon of political 
gerontocracy may be influenced by the 32 years of the New order 
regime. The leadership of the New order made political machinery 
better accommodate older spare parts always fitted to serve the 
power settings. Meanwhile, young progressive leaders were kicked 
out from education and excluded from the political arena.

Politics
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The opportunities for the emergence of new leaders can be 
increased when the monopoly of political parties in the recruitment 
of leaders is reduced. It is difficult to find potential leaders below 60 
years of age with leadership that promises the level of electability 
and acceptability appropriate in the public eyes. The difficulty is 
because there is a tendency throughout the reform period which 
the capitalization and mobilization of the leadership in the younger 
layers of the political elites and leadership are in accordance with 
public expectations.

Recommendations

The project of purchasing the refresher age leadership in political 
parties is an unfinished Indonesian project. At least, there are two 
agendas of democratization that can be scheduled by the political 
parties. First, the democratization of recruitment systems and public 
offices - the president, governors, regents, mayors, and members 
of the legislative branch - within the parties through mechanisms 
that open the party convention, based on meritocracy, and involve 
members of the parties. 

Surely, the democratic and transparent convention need to be 
preceded by primary elections with the involvement of cadres and 
members as the owners of the “shares” in the the biggest in the 
parties.

Second, organizational modernization and democratization of 
decision-making system by instituting the system of collective 
leadership-collegial (modern party), while slowly breaking the chain 
of oligarchies and political personalization to break away from the 
dependence on the personal and a handful of elite figure.

In addition, awareness and sincerity of the old politicians to offer 
an opportunity for young people to test capability (experience and 
performance resounding). Young people become the deciding factor 
in the regeneration of the national leadership, as the willingness 
of the older generation and the positive capital of the younger 
generation in the regeneration of leadership are required. 

So, not only there are young ages, but there are new ideas and 
new political practices (young, competent, professional and anti-
corruption). Therefore, to settle the national leadership, we should 
start by reforming the total institutional system of internal party 
politics.

— Hanta Yuda aR —

The reluctance of the 
old politicians to give an 
opportunity to young 
people to test capability 
(experience and 
brilliant achievement) 
has inhibited young 
people from being the 
deciding factor in the 
regeneration of national 
leadership.  It requires 
the willingness of the 
older generation and the 
positive capital of the 
younger regeneration 
in the leadership 
generation.

Politics
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The Arrangements of Civil Society’s 
Role and Position

It is undeniable that civil society’s participation is significant in the 
era of democratization. The principle of democratization involves 
the role of civil society, from the grassroots level, to participate in 
all public policy matters that are relevant and will have an impact 
on the interests of the society. The principles of a democratic states 
recognized at least three stakeholders: the state, civil society, and 
the business community (the private sector).

In Indonesia, the civil society movement has a wide range 
of nomenclature. There are various forms and names: Non-
governmental organizations (Ngos), Community organisations 
(CBos), Social organization (“Orsos”), Mass organization 
(“Ormas”), Foundations and Endowments, Society, and so on. 
Based on their legal status, they can be classified as legal entities or 
non-legal entities.

Regulation on the civil society movement

In practice, the civil society movement, especially those who are 
called as Ngos and CBos, is often regarded as the opposition to the 
government (or State). Moreover, with the tendency of a regime 
to suppress civil the society movement  considered dangerous for  
the regime’s power.

The truth is that regulation on the civil society movement is 
essentially about the regulation on people’s right to be involved 
in organizational activities. As mentioned in the advocacy by the 
Freedom of Assembly Coalition (consisting of greenpeace, LBH 
Jakarta, PSHK, PWYP, Yappika, and YLBHI), there has been a 
fundamental change in the lives of community organizations in 
Indonesia since 1998. Prior to 1998, the civil society movement was 
under the control of the government. The Coalition considers that 
Law No. 8 Year 1985 on Community organizations (CBos Act) 

Politics
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has become a tool for the regime at that time to control the freedom 
of people’s assembly. 

Community organizations Act No. 8 Year 1985 is no longer 
appropriate to address the current conditions of democratic 
reforms. Also, the rise of radical mass organizations that have 
causes unrest in the community has triggered the proposal for 
the revision of the Community organizations Act, as approved 
by the government and Parliament in the meeting of August 30, 
2010. Then, it was followed up with the inclusion of the Bill on the 
Revised Community organizations Act as one of the priorities in 
the National Legislation Program (Prolegnas Priority) in 2011. The 
House of Representatives’ Plenary Meeting on July 21, 2011 has 
also declared the bill as the the Representatives’ initiative.

Prolegnas that are related to the civil society movement

In addition to the revision of CBos Act Bill, there are some other 
bills that represent the state regulations on the existence, role and 
position of the civil society movement that are currently being 
discussed in the House of Representatives. 

Some of bills related to the civil society movement in the National 
Legislation Program 2010-2014 can be seen in following table:

No. Prolegnas Bills On Proposed by

193 Amendment of Law No. 8 Year 
1985 on Community Organizations. DPR & Government

128 Non Governmental Organizations DPR

228 Association Government

244 Second Amandment of Law No. 16 
Year 2001 on Foundation Government

Source: Center for Indonesian Law and Policy Studies (PSHK).

Placing the paradigm of the civil society movement 

The Coalition of Freedom of Associations (CLA) welcomes 
carefully the efforts to regulate the civil society movement to avoid 
being trapped in the tendency of the state to repress the civil society. 
For that, the perception of the role and position of civil society 

Politics
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should be placed on the definition and proper position. Later, based 
on that, if it is necessary to formalize the rule, the policy product 
should not drift off and repress civilian roles. 

According to CLA, the grouping of civil society organizations should 
be returned to the proper legal framework; namely, there are two 
forms (a) legal entity of Foundation, for any social organizations with 
no members, in which their nature is to collect property or funds for 
community activities or initiatives, (b) legal entity of Associations, 
for any social organization with members, in which their nature is 
more to gather the people for activities and community initiatives. 

Based on the two forms of community-based organizations in 
accordance with those legal frameworks, the CLA noted that Mass 
organizations or “Ormas” have no legal framework. CLA’s criticism 
is that the entities of “Ormas” were created by the New order 
regime at that time to control the dynamic community organizations 
in Indonesia. CLA also said that the term “mass organization” itself 
was forced because the regime at that time needed to localize a 
group of influential people in one group. Thus, it would be easier to 
be controlled by the government. 

Another criticism is that the Community organization Law contains 
a threat to ban the CBos repressively without requiring a fair and 
balance judicial process. of course, this is contrary to the principles 
of democratization. 

Based on the logic of the paradigm described above, the proposed 
legislation is to optimize the Law on Foundations and the Law on 
Associations. The Law on Foundations already exists, namely Law 
No. 16 Year 2001. Thus, the legislation that should be followed up 
is a refinement to the revised Law on Foundations. Meanwhile, the 
Law on Associations still does not exist, so it should be encouraged 
so that the bill be included in the priority of the Prolegnas. 

Meanwhile, the Law on “ormas” (Law No. 8 Year 1985 on 
Community organizations) is recommended to be revoked, and 
not to be revised as it is being processed in the Parliament. The 
consideration is that this law is needed in order to anticipate the 
cases of CBos that disturb the society. Actually, it can be arranged 
and dealt with the Book of Criminal Law (Penal Code) that has 
already existed. 

-antonius Wiwan Koban-

Politics

The role and position of 
the civil society in the 
democratic life of the 
country are absolutely 
necessary. The 
regulation of civil society 
movement should not be 
trapped into repressive 
practices by the state. 
The proposed legal 
framework is Law on 
Foundations and Law 
on the Society. 
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Cities and Climate Change

social

The World Habitat Day is celebrated every october 3rd each year. 
This year, the international theme is “Cities and Climate Change”. 
It is based on the reality that climate change has very rapidly 
become one of the most important development challenges of the 
21st century. No one can predict what will happen to a city within 
a period between 10-20 and 30 years. 

The high population density and the intensity of economic activities 
are hallmarks of the city. These things make the city become a center 
of domestic activities and make the city play a role in the increase 
in greenhouse gas emissions. This is exacerbated by conditions that 
Indonesia is one of the countries with the highest urban population 
growth rates in the world (PAKLIM, 2010) At least 50 percent 
of Indonesia’s population lives in cities (BPS, 2010). The United 
Nations (UN) has predicted that by 2025 approximately 60 percent 
of the world’s population will live in cities. 

Cities, on the one side, have an impact on the climate change. on 
the other hand, the cities also give rise to many opportunities, 
because the cities and their people, industry, education, culture, and 
infrastructure can provide a solution to the problem of greenhouse 
gas emissions, improve the handling mechanism, and reduce 
vulnerability to climate change impacts. 

The Variety of city vulnerabilities to climate change

It has been 26 years since the first UN World Habitat Day, but 
the cities in Indonesia are still struggling with slum problems. 
The national and local governments seem helpless in rearranging 
villages and densely populated buildings.

The phenomenon of global warming has an impact on climate 
change and on the degradation of environmental quality. The 
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cities are not prepared to anticipate the consequences of climate 
change. First, in the rainy season, rainfall intensity continues 
to increase, causing the cities to be hit by floods and landslides. 
Secondly, on the contrary, natural farming drought and crop 
failures have threatened food security. 

Third, coastal cities still have to deal with rising sea levels, coastal 
erosion, seawater intrusion, and the decline in the land surface 
level, which have threatened the cities’ infrastructure and the 
safety of residents. Today, the rising sea levels have threatened 
70 percent of our cities in Indonesia, which are located in 
coastal areas, such as Jakarta, Semarang, Surabaya, Denpasar, 
Samarinda, Makassar, Manado and Ambon (Joga, 2011).

Fourth, the existence of health threats. Temperatures in large cities 
have also increased above the Earth’s average temperature by 0.8 
degrees Celsius, especially in the concrete jungles (super blocks) 
(Joga, 2011). In Jakarta, Surabaya, Semarang, Bandung, Denpasar, 
Medan, there have been proofs that the air quality is deteriorating 
and poses threats to the health of citizens, such as causing stress, 
asthma, acute respiratory infections, heart or lungs problem 
(Ministry of Environtment, 2007).

Reducing the vulnerability of the cities

It can be seen that climate change will cause a very long domino effect 
to various sides of urban life and social environment. Therefore, the 
paradigm of urban development should be based on various factors. 
Urban development should adopt a model of development that also 
preserves the environment, welfare of citizens and reduce poverty.

This holistic concept of development already exists in Law No. 
24 Year 2007 on Disaster Management, Law No. 26 Year 2007 on 
Spatial Planning, and Law No. 32 Year 2009 on the Protection and 
Environmental Management. These three laws contain provisions 
that cities should be designed in response to climate change.

This requires awareness of the governments, developers, planners 
and citizens of the cities to integrate sustainable development policies 
in all activities. The cities can rely on four main points; namely, the 
environmentally friendly mass transportation arrangements, the 
arrangements of housing, waste management, and green open 
space (RTH) (Joga, 2011).

The governments and other concerned parties should be able 

social
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to control the allotment of space strictly. For example, the 
governments should revise inappropriate spatial proportions, which 
have threatened the environment as they are located in the area of 
green open space for example.

Related to the management of poor settlements or slums, repressive 
approachs such as forced evictions have proven unsustainable. 
Displaced communities will soon return to their original places. 
Therefore, involving the poor to manage and arrange their 
residential areas with respect to the elements of health, functions, 
and the environment are the best way to tackle slums.

Related to disaster management in disaster-prone cities, the 
governments should seriously conduct some research, education, 
and training on risk reduction and disaster management. To build a 
disaster conscious society, the governments, society and academics 
must work together to anticipate disasters by providing education 
and training by involving local communities continuously.

All activities of prevention and disaster response preparedness 
should be conducted in cities in Indonesia. For that reason, building 
a city response to climate change is not an option, but a necessity. 
This is because the future of the human habitat is in our hands at 
all times. 

— Lola amelia  —

Law No. 24 Year 
2007 on Disaster 
Management, Law 
No. 26 Year 2007 
on Spatial Planning 
and Law No. 32 Year 
2009 on the Protection 
and Environmental 
Management have 
clearly stated that 
cities should be 
designed in response 
to climate change. 
Cooperation amongst 
the governments, 
developers, urban 
planners, and the entire 
urban communities 
(poor and rich) is 
absolutely necessary 
to achieve a safe city 
environment, society 
welfare, as well as 
tackling poverty at the 
same time. 

social



the Indonesian Update — Volume VI, no. 6 - november 2011 15

Understanding Crime Trends in Jakarta

For some  people in Jakarta,  congestion  is more  frightening  than 
crime.  But, this does not mean that they  do not notice 
that crime continues to rise   and threaten the safety of their lives. The 
perpetrators of crimes do not hesitate to again threaten the victims 
using sharp weapons and firearms.  It is inevitable that the people 
in Jakarta and its surrounding areas live under the threat of crime.

The data from the Jakarta Metro Police shows that until September 
2011,  the number of  criminal cases in this region  reached  a level 
of 7382  cases.  This figure  is lower than that of  last year, which 
touched a level of 8976 cases. But, the average level per month in 
2011 is 820 cases, which is higher than that of 2010 (748 cases).

The then Metro Jaya Police Chief Inspector general Sutarman in 
late December 2010 said that at least 55 006 cases of crimes were 
reported  during 2010,  which meant that there were 
150 crimes happened every day. on average, every 9 minutes 56 
seconds, there was one victim of crime in Jakarta in 2010. This rate 
was  35 seconds  slower  than that of 2009.  However,  the quality 
of  crime has increased.  If  previously the passengers  of public 
transports  only  encounterred  pick pockets,  now  they are facing 
tougher criminal actions such as  robbery, kidnapping, and rape.

The increase in the quality of  crimes  in Jakarta  has raised 
many  questions.  Is  the capital now less safe? Are the security 
forces  are now less  authoritative?  Is the  law  not respected?  Has 
poverty  increased, so  the people  are desperately  taking 
shortcuts. Has moral  of the population degraded? We long for a 
more  peaceful  state.  Probably, those are incorrect conclusions 
about Jakarta’s conditions.

Jakarta has grown and evolved into a trough, which holds flows of 
people from various corners of the country. People generally  look 

social
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at  Jakarta  not only as the  center of governance,  but  also as  the 
source  of  sustenance  and  hope.  People who  live  in  Jakarta 
have different  reasons why they continue to stay, although there 
are a lot of crimes in the city. Some of them are here because of 
their  jobs, tasks, projects, and studies. Some are here to try their 
luck. Some of them come here voluntarily, and some involuntarily. 

Do not  forget,  there  are  some people who come  to 
Jakarta  to  develop  their evil  talents.  There are many slums and 
winding alleys that never sleep 24/7. Some elements of the society 
have bribed  public officials, helping  Jakarta  become a haven 
for criminals. This is where criminals can quickly improve their skills 
and knowledge.

Jakarta is also  filled  with  media  corporations  that 
are  aggressive  and  hungry for  news.  Crime stories  are the 
best sellers in this business.   News on crimes is  popular. The 
community  hates  crimes,  fearing that  they could  happen to 
them, but at the same time the community loves of news on crimes 
happening to other people.

Could   we  still see crimes as a fact, not as an entertaining story? That 
is, is it possible that crimes  are no longer  treated  in 
reporting to satisfy our needs for stories? How should crime news 
not  disrupt  the  general conclusion that the  living conditions  of 
the people  has been  getting worse.   Cases  in the media  can not 
always  be used as a general description,  except  those that are 
repeated in recent years.

Understanding crimes in Jakarta

Reading the  crime  situation  in Jakarta, we  have  to  consider 
various perspectives,  not  only through the news in the  media. 
First, in contrast  with the crime trend as reported in   the 
mass media, we need to consider units of time (a month or a year) to 
determine crimes that reoccur over a long period, not just in one or 
two days.  This approach will show a more complete profile. This 
would justify a theory that violent crimes have stable properties.

Second,  regarding the situation of  the medium itself,  when  the 
media  is  “dead  air” aka  crisis  news,  the potential 
for  crime  news  occupies a  big portion of  the headlines  is also 
bigger. The media even has special columns or pages on violent crime 
cases. The columns and pages are fileed with serious crime cases, 
which are actually lesser in the frequency compared to petty crimes. 
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This is called the tendency of over-amplification (magnification of 
an event) by the media, which easily instills fear in the community.

Third, the reading of statistics or crime statistics, especially those 
issued by the police, should be conducted carefully, as their 
validity is low. The data’s deviation is  large. It is understandable, 
as  the formulation  to  produce the data does not include 
serious  crimes.  However,  through statistics, we can see a 
minimal  face  of violent crimes  in a region.  It can be  guaranteed 
that the figures  that show a surge  (either  up or  down) will not 
be encountered.

Fourth, we also need to take into account the police role.  In the 
context of violent crimes, the prevalence and incidence of them are 
dependent on the activities of the controllers. If the controllers have 
another focus; for example,  to  secure demonstrations  that tend 
to occur every day in Jakarta, then the maintenance of public safety 
could be overlooked.

Fifth,  we also need to incorporate the external elements of  the 
society, such as high or low unemployment, urbanization, economic 
growth or population density in an urban area. In relation to this, one 
might expect that some time after  the Idul Fitri holiday season is 
regarded as abnormal  conditions.  For example,  urbanization  is 
related  to newcomers.  Dense settlements  have become denser. 
People generally also run out of money in a post-holiday season. In 
short,  societal issues could be factors  that start the conditions 
conducive for individuals to be provoked and irritated. 

Sixth,  we need to consider the readiness of  communities to 
face violent crimes. This can be measured. Communities that have 
been  affected  by the fear  of crime  will be more easily  turn into 
helpless societies. This will lead to pathological  behaviors of the 
people. violent crimes could theoretically give birth to the fear of 
crime, as people are horrified with what they read, listen, and see 
in the media. 

— Endang Srihadi  —
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Questioning the Revision of the Law on Food

Indonesia has already had the Law on Food since 1996 (Law No. 
7 Year 1996). This law is no longer considered to be  capable of 
addressing national food problems. The indication is that until now 
there are still many victims of malnutrition and extreme hunger 
that lead to deaths. These actually occur in food producing areas; 
namely, rural areas, and also in Jakarta, the capital of the state. The 
food problems have been exacerbated by rising food prices, climate 
change, natural disasters, low purchasing power, food contaminated 
with harmful chemicals and viruses, as well as other issues.

The government has tried to address the current situation, which is 
directly and indirectly related with food issues, such as through the 
policy of decentralization issued in 1999 and Law on Food in 1996. 
However, the policies are no longer considered to be the guidelines 
for creating national food security. Based on the above-mentioned 
considerations, the current National Parliament (DPR RI) is now 
deliberating the revision of the Law on Food. 

The crucial points of the 1996 Law on Food

There are several problems in Law No. 7 Year 1996 that should 
be observed: first, there is no protection for the right to food. 
Law No. 7/1996 still uses the concept of food security and food 
sovereignty. The concept of the Right to Food is more powerful, 
as it also includes elements of food security, such as availability, 
accessibility, and utilization/use of food. It is also far beyond the 
concept of food security, as there is pressure for accountability 
(gunawan, 2011). 

Second, there is an emphasis on aspects of the food industry 
rather than the right to food. This can be seen from the fact that 
much of this law talks about genetic engineering, advertising and 
labeling, food trade, food prices, and instant food. Free trade 
and biotechnology cannot easily be used to solve world hunger 
problems, and they often create obstacles for the realization of the 
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right to food (UN, 2002).

Third, there is the absence of regulation on agrarian reform. 
The provisions on agrarian reform are listed in Article 11 of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
The absence of regulation on agrarian reform in Law No. 7/1996 
indicates that the Law on Food does not practically see agrarian 
reform as a way to achieve food security or to free all Indonesian 
citizens form hunger, as stipulated in the Covenant.

Fourth, there is the absence of special groups and special 
situations. Efforts to fulfill human rights require different 
approaches depending on the situation. The approach is different 
between in a normal situation and in a disaster situation or in an 
armed conflict, or in crises or food shortages. The approach only in 
specific situations is also different for a specific group, such as the 
elderly people, poor families, refugees, and so on. In Law on Food, 
all of these are not listed.  

The crucial points of the 1996 Law on Food

Meanwhile, in the revised Food Bill prepared by the National 
Parliament, there are also several things that need to be examined 
(IHCS, 2011). First, in the revised bill, there is the inclusion of 
agrarian reform, but it is simply stated without any explanations or 
elaborations in other parts of the bill. 

Second, this bill is not in line with laws pertaining to food and the 
right to food of the society, such as the Consumer Protection Law, 
Law on the Ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Types of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), etc. Third, 
there is no protection for time and for specific groups. 

Fourth, the food industry settings are only in favor of the big 
industry and potentially eliminate the small scale and home 
industries. Fifth, in food history of Indonesia, only rice farming that 
is still widely known. Meanwhile the histories of the diversity of 
other food sources, such as fisheries are not included. All this leads 
to the lack of recognition of both fishermen and fisheries in the 
provision of food cultivation.

Sixth, there is the absence of institutional arrangements that are 
responsible for food. Seventh, the ability to access food is only 
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seen as the purchasing power of the community, not as the right 
to food. Eighth, there is the negligence of women’s contribution 
to food matters, which neglecting women’s experience as small-
scale food producers who need protection, guidance for product 
labeling, product safety, and sustainability efforts. In addition, 
there is the neglicence of the experiences of women as victims of 
hunger, malnutrition, disasters, and conflicts.

Ninth, there are no regulations on food information system that 
are accurate, transparent, and accountable. And tenth, there is no 
recognition for community-managed food reserves. 

The expected revision of Law on Food

The spirit of the revised Law on Food is to solve the problems of 
national food and to change the food policy paradigm by using a 
rights-based approach guided by the standards and indicators of 
human rights. 

This means that there should be existing arrangements and the 
realization of the fulfillment of the right to food community. 
Several things that should be considered in the new Law on 
Food are:  first, the need for an explicit rights approach to food 
and a rights-based approach. Secondly, there is the need to move 
the emphasis of policy towards the market and food industry 
management of productive resources.

Third, related to the current decentralization policy adopted 
by Indonesia, it is necessary to sequence a clear division of 
responsibilities between central and local governments in the 
fulfillment of the right to food of citizens. 

—Lola amelia —
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Company Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 october 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals through the initiative of 
Jeffrie geovanie. Its current Executive and Research Director is 
Anies Baswedan, and the Program Director is Adinda Tenriangke 
Muchtar.

TII is an independent, non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose 
main funding stems from grants and contributions from foundations, 
companies, and individuals. 

TII has the aim of becoming a main research centre in 
Indonesia for public policy matters and has committed to giving 
contribution to the debates over public policies and to improving 
the quality of the planning and results of public policy in the  
new era of democracy in Indonesia.

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers.

TII also assumes the role to disseminate ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process. 

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and mission 
based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, policy brief, 
and weekly analysis. 

Contact details:
Jl. K.H. Wahid Hasyim No. 194 
Central Jakarta 10250 Indonesia

Phone. 021 390 5558  Fax. 021 3190 7814
www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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research and training Programs

Research on the Business and Economy

Business analysis

The business sector needs a comprehensive analysis in order to minimize 
the potential risks, while at the same time increasing the value of its 
business. Business analysis is a solution in corporate strategic planning 
to make reliable decisions. The TII Business Policy Research Division is 
present to provide company leaders with practical recommendations on 
the decision-making process. 

Research that TII offers are: (1) Company Financial analysis, which 
encompasses financial analysis and financial risk analysis. (2) Corporate 
Planning Consultancy, which includes economic and industrial 
research, business valuation, and brand valuation. (3) Strategic 
Marketing analysis, which encompasses strategic marketing 
and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) program design. 

Research on the Economy

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker.  Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.  

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies 
in making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic 
Policy analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and  
(3) Program Evaluation.

Research on the Social Affairs

Social Research

Social development needs policy foundations that come from 
independent and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for 
the government, the businesspeople, academia, professionals, 
Ngos, and civil society to improve social development. The Social 
Research Division is present to offer recommendations to produce 
efficient and effective policies, steps, and programs on education,  
health, population, environment, women and children. 



the Indonesian Update — Volume VI, no. 6 - november 2011 23

research and training Programs

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

Political Survey and Training

Direct General Election Survey

one of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election 
surveys. There are sundry reasons why these surveys are 
important (1) Regional direct elections are democratic processes 
that can be measured, calculated, and predicted. (2) Surveys are 
used to measure, calculate, and predict the processes and results 
of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is time to win the 
elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping.  Therefore, 
campaign teams need to conduct surveys:  (1) to map the popularity 
of candidates in the society  (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to 
determine the most effective political machinery that will act as a 
vote getter; and ( 4) to find out about the most effective media to 
do the campaign.

Local Council Training

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local 
governments are very important.  They need to make sure 
that participative and democratic policies will be espoused.  
Members of provincial and regent local councils are required 
to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, 
local Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important  
to empower members of local councils.

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem 
that will come out as a result of any policy implemented by 
the central government or local governments, the Indonesian 
Institute invites the leaderships and members of local councils  
to undergo training to improve their capacity.
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Released!
INDONESIA REPORT 2010
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research (TII) has released 
our annual publication of INDoNESIA 2010. This book is one of publications 
of TII that consists of Report on Indonesia in 2010. Indonesia Report has been 
published by TII annually since 2005. It is available in Bahasa Indonesia.

ToPICS In InDonESIa 2010:
Section 1.  Yudhoyono Presidency, Joint Coalition Secretariat,  

and the government in Hostage.  
Author: Hanta Yuda aR

Section 2.  Adjustment of Special Autonomy for Aceh and Papua.  
Author: aly Yusuf

Section 3.  Breaking Down Conflicts between Indonesia-Malaysia 
Author: Benni Inayatullah

Section 4.  Problems of Mitigation of Natural Disasters 
Author: Endang Srihadi

Section 5.  The Roles of State in Religious Tolerance.  
Author: antonius Wiwan Koban

The Authors’ Team are researchers at TII,  
with supervision from anies Baswedan, Executive & Research Director, 
and adinda Tenriangke Muchtar, Program Director.

PDF version can be downloaded in TII website  
www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Printed version can be purchased, Rp 70.000,- per buku (112 pages).  
The price included courier fee.

HoW To oRDER:

1. Bank transfer :  Bank Mandiri Cabang Wisma Nusantara, Jakarta  
 No. Rek. 103	000	4444	838 
 Account holder: Yayasan Indonesia Untuk Semua

2. Send the transfer receipt to Ms. Rahmanita through:  
Fax. 021. 3190	7815 or E-mail:  iethapoenya5678@yahoo.com  
Tel. 021. 390	5558

3. Please state your Full Name, Complete Address, and  
Phone Numbers, and E-mail Address that can be contacted. 

If	 you	 are	 interested	 to	 buy	 Indonesia	 Report	 in	 series’	 package	 from	
various	years	starting	from	2005,	please	kindly	contact	Ms.	Rahmanita.

Advertorial
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INDoNESIA 2010 is an 
annual report produced by The 
Indonesian Institute, Center 
for Public Policy Research 
on economic, social, and 
political situations in Indonesia 
that is published regularly in 
the beginning of each year. 
INDoNESIA 2010 consists 
of report and analysis on 
social and political situations in 
Indonesia in 2010. generally, 
the whole analyses describe 
situations, evaluations, and 
policy recommendations. 
In addition, the reports also 
provide prediction for 2011. 

There are five articles in Indonesia 2010 ini. In political section, 
the first analysis is on government and Coalition of Parties; 
second analysis is on Special Autonomy of Aceh and Papua. In 
International Relation affairs, the highlighted topic is on Conflicts 
between Indonesia-Malaysia. Whereas in social section, there are 
two reports. one on Mitigation of Natural Disasters and second on 
Religious Tolerance.

Why we selected those topics? It is because of the degree of 
importance of those issues. Those topics also represent series 
of interesting moments that happened in 2010. In short, gaining 
public attention. Therefore, policy makers can use those topics as 
important notes for 2011.

Hope Indonesia 2010 can be used optimally by policy makers, 
private sectors, mass media, strategic institutions, academicians, 
students, et cetera.

anies Baswedan 
Executive and Research Director 
The Indonesian Institute

Advertorial
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