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Foreword

The City of Jakarta turned 484 years old on 22 June 22 2011. As the capital of 
the Republic of Indonesia, Jakarta is the largest city in the country. Because a 
great number of government, economic, social, and cultural activities are still 
centralized in the capital, Jakarta undoubtly is a populous city, with no less 
than 9.5 million residents in 2011.  

But, as the largest city in Indonesia, it does not make Jakarta the  most 
comfortable city in the country. In term of the feasibility of living in Jakarta, 
as measured by the national standards, according to a survey in 2009, Jakarta 
was ranked 7th of 26 cities in Indonesia. Meanwhile, when compared to 
international cities, according to a Mercer Consulting Group survey in 2009, in 
terms of compliance with eligibility standards of living for its citizens, Jakarta 
was ranked 140 out of 215 cities in the world. 

The fulfillment of citizens’ basic rights becomes crucial because it is mandatory 
for the government to do it. The criterion of good governance is also determined 
by how far the government can perform the task to fulfill the basic rights of 
its citizens. This edition of the Indonesian Update raises a main theme on the 
problems of fulifilling the basic rights of Jakartans. 

This edition also talks about several important topics in the political and social 
fields. In politics, it discusses the electoral prospects of the Democratic Party 
after the Nazaruddin case emerged and Ruyati and protection for the Indonesian 
migrant workers. In social affairs, it talks about Jakarta’s environmental space, 
MDGs achievements, and the transportation problems in Jakarta. 

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in the government and the business sector, 
academicians, and international think tanks get actual information and 
contextual analyses on economic, political, social, and cultural developments 
in Indonesia.

Happy reading!
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Main report

The Problems of Fulfilling the 
Basic Rights of Jakarta Citizens

The City of Jakarta turned 484 years old on 22 June 22 2011. As 
the capital of the Republic of Indonesia, Jakarta is the largest city 
in the country. Because a great number of government, economic, 
social, and cultural activities are still centralized in the capital, 
Jakarta undoubtly is a populous city, with no less than 9.5 million 
residents in 2011.  

But, as the largest city in Indonesia, it does not make Jakarta the  
most comfortable city in the country. In term of the feasibility of 
living in Jakarta, as measured by the national standards, according 
to a survey in 2009, Jakarta was ranked 7th of 26 cities in Indonesia. 
Meanwhile, when compared to international cities, according to a 
Mercer Consulting Group survey in 2009, in terms of compliance 
with eligibility standards of living for its citizens, Jakarta was ranked 
140 out of 215 cities in the world. 

the Basic rights of the citizens

Citizens’ basic rights refer to the rights which are guaranteed by the 
Constitution. In the RI’s 1945 Constitution, the basic rights of citi-
zens include many areas of life. Among these are the rights of citi-
zenship (Article 26), equality before law and government (Article 
27), decent jobs and livelihood (Article 28), freedom of religion and 
worship (Article 29), national defense and security (Article 30), ed-
ucation (Article 31), development of culture (Article 32), economic 
enterprises (Article 33), and social securities for the poor (Article 
34). operationally, the most recognized basic rights for a decent life 
for everyone are the fulfillment of food, clothing, health, education, 
employment, population administration, housing, clean water and 
sanitation, and also social security. 

The fulfillment of citizens’ basic rights becomes crucial because it is 
mandatory for the government to do it. The criterion of good gov-
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ernance is also determined by how far the government can perform 
the task to fulfill the basic rights of its citizens.

Some statistical data & surveys on basic rights in Jakarta

official statistical data “Jakarta in Figures 2010” showed that there 
were many school-age people who have been given the basic rights 
to education. In 2009, there were at least 507 students dropped 
out of school at the primary school level, and 1,592 students dropped 
out of at the secondary school level.

As to the rights to work, until February 2011, no less than 542,710 
people were unemployed or not having jobs. This number increased 
from 537.47 thousand people in February 2010. 

Puskaptis Survey in 2009 showed that 40.55% of Jakarta residents 
claimed that they did not get satisfactory health services at the 
Public Local hospitals. The survey also revealed that health 
services for the poor were still expensive. People also had to wait in 
long queue lines, received less courteous service, and faced difficult 
procedures. 

about Water services in Jakarta, as many as 56.08% of the 
residents claimed  that they had not received satisfactorily clean 
water services. Meanwhile, according to data from the People’s 
Coalition for the Rights to Water, about 75% of Jakarta residents 
consume unprotected water, while about 90-98% of water in 
Jakarta contains E. Coli bacteria. 

The unfulfilled basic rights of the people of Jakarta are also reflected 
in the statistics of poverty and social welfare problems. Jakarta in the 
2010 Figures also recorded the number of poor people in Jakarta 
was no less than 339.6 thousand people, assuming the poverty line 
was Rp 320,000 per capita per month.  

The neglection of the basic rights for children is reflected in the 
numbers of  abandoned children (7,428) and  street children 
(1,140). The unfulfillment of the rights to housing is marked with 
the existence of no less than 1,071 beggars. While the data from 
LBh Jakarta (Jakarta Legal Aid) showed that in 2011 no less than 
500 thousand people were displaced from their homes, most of 
them stayed in the gray areas not permitted for occupancy. 

The unfulfillment of social welfare has been reflected by at least 
9,244 abandoned senior citizens. Those multi problems become 

Main report
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more complex, and there are structural issues related to the basic 
rights to citizen administration (IDs, birth certificates, etc.) that 
are still not pro-poor and pro-marginalized people. This makes the 
problems of urban poverty become more complex.

the problems of fulfillment of basic rights of Jakarta 
residents 

In a series of expert discussions organized by The Indonesian Insti-
tute during June-July 2011, it can be concluded that the problem 
of fulfilling the basic rights of citizens of Jakarta is a complex issue. 
The problems of the basic rights to health, social security, educa-
tion, identity, residence, water/sanitation, and employment show 
some points as follows. First, although it is recognized as rights, 
which should be accessible, but their fulfillment is still problemat-
ic, because citizens still face some constraints especially about the 
costs and procedures. Secondly, in general, vulnerable and margin-
alized groups such as the urban poor, are still being subjected to 
discrimination and mistreatment, when accessing the fulfillment of 
their basic rights. 

Some of the problems that can be pointed here include: 
 a. The dichotomy between the formal and the informal sectors, 

particularly in the sectors of employment, social security, and 
education. For example, the social security system and the basic 
rights can only be applied to the residents who enter the formal 
sector. Formal education still comes first, and the poor citizens 
are still having trouble in accessing non-formal education, even 
the formal education.

b. Lack of consistency and commitment to implementation the 
policies. For example, in the fulfillment of access and quality 
of education, on the one side, the Government of DKI Jakarta 
has prepared an adequate budget for primary and secondary 
education, but on the other side the Government has closed the 
access to formal education with school entry requirements that 
are rigid. 

c. The absence of consistent macro and pro-people policies, 
especially the pro-poor ones. For example, in the fulfillment 
of the rights of citizens to clean water, It is constrained by the 
tendency of privatization of water and other public services. 

d. Public services that overlook the vulnerable groups, such as the 
urban poor, women, and children. 

e. The corrupt public services from both bureaucrats and private 

Main report
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sectors, thus fulfilling the rights of the citizens are still constrained 
by illegal fees, unethical practices, and discrimination. 

Some policy recommendations for cross-sectoral solutions that can 
be proposed are as follows: 

a. The introduction of policy coordination at the level of city 
government with the macro policy at the national level. 
This coordination should also be supported with a political 
commitment and strong leadership. For leadership, it takes a 
leader who understands well the DKI Jakarta citizens’ conditions 
and needs.

b. The population databases should be updated regularly, which not 
only record the number but also profile the people, including 
the marginalized people and those who dwell in the gray areas 
(areas that are populated demographically but not recognized 
residence areas). 

c. The introduction of affirmative pro-poor policies to protect 
the fulfillment of the rights of the poor and vulnerable and 
marginalized groups, also groups of women and children. For 
example, in the field of population demography, there should 
be legal status for residents who are de facto residents in the 
Jakarta areas. 

d. The introduction of participatory planning and budgetting that 
involve all stakeholders (which so far only involve only the 
provincial government and parliament) so that the budget can 
accommodate the needs of wider citizens and stakeholders.

e. There should be consistent law enforcement and the elimination of 
corrupted mind from bureaucrats and private sectors. Auditing, 
monitoring, standardization, and ethics reinforcement of public 
service should be encouraged.  

— antonius Wiwan Koban —

Although it is recognized 
as rights, which should 
be accessible, but 
their fulfillment is still 
problematic, because 
citizens still face some 
constraints especially 
about the costs and 
procedures.  

Main report
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Politics

The Electoral Prospects of the Democratic 
Party after the Nazaruddin Case 

According to various pollsters and media outlets, the electability 
level of the Democratic Party has gone down. This is because the 
public does increasingly not believe that the Democratic Party can 
encourage efforts to eradicate corruption and bring about clean 
governance, after the cases involving former General Treasurer 
of the Democratic Party Mohammed Nazaruddin and Chair of its 
Public Communication Division Andi Nurpati.

The party, which was founded by Susilo Bambang yudhoyono, 
has not even reached the age of eight years, but it had won a 
spectacular victory in the 2009 Legislative Elections - securing 
20.8 percent of the votes and 148 parliamentary seats - as well as 
a glorious achievement by winning the presidential election in one 
round. That was the peak of the golden era in the history of the 
Democratic Party.

however, barely ten years old, the party that was declared on 9 
September 2001 has begun to send some signs of having a turning 
point in its history. Both of these phenomena - the Democratic Party’s 
victory in 2009 and the weakening of its electability these days - beg 
the question: what were the factors that support the Democratic 
Party in 2009? What are the early signs of the decreasing strength 
of the party?

the Factors of Victory in 2009

At least, there are four factors that contributed to the strengthening 
of the electability of the Democratic Party in the 2009 Elections. 
First, the strength of the magnetic central figure of Susilo Bambang 
yudhoyono, who was also at the time the strongest presidential 
candidate in 2009. Although the percentage of support for SBy 
was much higher than the acquisition of support for the Democratic 
Party, but both the electabilities are positively correlated. That is, 
the increase in support for SBy’s had an influence on the Democratic 
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Party. A powerful figure of yudhoyono is one of the keys to the 
victory of the Democratic Party in 2009.

Secondly, the Democratic Party managed to claim the success of 
government programs as accomplishments. The government’s 
perception of success has been related to a positive assessment 
on popular policies, such as the direct cash assistance, the school 
pperational assistance, and PNPM Mandiri. Although the Chair of 
the Golkar Party, Jusuf Kalla, also played a role, but the success has 
been successfully claimed as the success of the Democratic Party. 
Therefore, public satisfaction with government performance was 
also an important factor for the Democratic Party’s victory in 2009.

Third,the Democratic Party became a party that had the most 
positive image in the eyes of the voters according to some surveys 
before the Elections. The positive image was that the party was 
the most clean from corrupt practices. The clean and the anti-
corruption images were also the factors that contributed to the 
Democratic Party’s victory in the 2009 Elections.

Fourth, there was good internal solidity before the 2009 Elections. 
Even if there was factionalism in the Democratic Party, it was 
certainly not as strong as in the Golkar Party, as there was the 
central powerful figure of yudhoyono as the “Father” of all “groups” 
and internal political factions in the Democratic Party. Solidity and 
success factors were the factors supporting the Democratic Party’s 
win in the 2009 Elections. The fourth case was also a buffer for the 
victory in 2009. only if the four main modalities are still being able 
to be maintained by the Democratic Party in 2014, and only if there 
are good strategies or other positive factors, then the Democratic 
Party can maintain the victory in 2014.

the Prospects for 2014

Even though the 2014 Elections are still three years away, at least 
the signs of electoral strength have indicated that the weakening of 
the four electoral strength buffers of the Democratic Party. First, 
the powerful figure and charisma of yudhoyono have experienced 
a turning point. The factor that yudhoyono cannot run again in the 
2014 Elections will certainly influence the charisma before 2014. 
Moreover, according to the results of surveys and polls, the level of 
people’s satisfaction with yudhoyono has declined. This means that 
the figure of yudhoyono can no longer be relied upon as the primary 
“selling” point for the Democratic Party in 2014. The political appeal 
will not be as strong as in 2009.

Politics
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Second, the public satisfaction with government performance has 
also declined. The indications of decline are also evident in the 
declining trend  in the recent polls and surveys. The government 
of yudhoyono -Boediono has been considered failed in completing 
major legal cases and fighting corruption such as in the cases of 
Century Bank, the “fat” accounts of some police officers, taxation 
mafia, and  former General Treasurer of the Democratic Party 
Muhammad Nazaruddin. These matters will have impacts on 
the decline in the electability of the Democratic Party, and this is 
certainly bad news for the party.

Third, the image of party’s as the cleanest and the most anticorruption 
party has faded due to corruption cases involving some important 
names within the Democratic Party. This phenomenon does not 
only happen at the central level, the cadres of the Democratic Party 
who have become regional heads and members of parliament have 
also been involved in corruption cases. In contrast with the 2009 
Elections, the cadres of the Democratic Party have not been too 
successful in becoming regional heads. The deteriorating image of 
the party will become critical in the days leading up to the 2014 
Elections. 

Fourth,the decreased solidity of the Democratic Party has also 
worsened the internal disputes amongst factions, and the case of 
Nazaruddin has triggered strong factionalism. The elite in different 
factions undermine each other. The Democratic Party is not used 
to solving internal problems independently and institutionally. Such 
conditions would pose a serious threat to the Democratic Party. If 
the Democratic Party fails to manage factionalism, then this will 
also undermine the strength of the party in 2014.

Fifth, the extent of success in preparing a powerful figure to replace 
yudhoyono is critical. The party should slowly distance from the 
dependence on yudhoyono. The party should solve big cases to 
increase the public trust in the government. It should be serious 
in cleaning and repairing the image of the party. It should manage 
factionalism and internal conflict. otherwise, the Democratic Party 
will experience a turning point in its short history.

 — Hanta Yuda aR—

The party has not even 
reached the age of eight 
years, but it had won 
a spectacular victory 
in the 2009 Legislative 
Elections. However, 
barely ten years old, the 
party has begun to send 
some signs of having 
a turning point in its 
history. 

Politics



the Indonesian Update — Volume VI, no. 3 - July 2011 9

Ruyati and Indonesian
Migrant Worker Protection 

The beheading of Ruyati, an Indonesian migrant worker (TKI) in 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia on June 8, 2011, whom was executed without 
the knowledge the Indonesian Ambassador to Saudi Arabia has 
shown that the government’s is slow in responding to problems 
faced by ts citizens overseas.

Frequent violent and criminal incidents that involve TKI show 
that the government’s efforts to provide protection for migrant 
workers are not running well. however, the government itself feels 
that the protection program has been running smoothly. This is 
illustrated clearly in the President ‘s speech at a World Conference 
of Labour organization ( ILo ) meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, on 
the protection of labor, which received standing ovation from the 
participants.

The Ruyati story began with a murder perpetrated by Ruyati which 
killed her employer Kahiriya hamid binti Mijlid on January 10, 2010. 
The killing, according to Ruyati, was carried out because Ruyati 
was often scolded and did not get paid for three months amounting 
to SR 2,400. When Ruyati requested to be returned to Indonesia, 
the employer did not excuse her. on 3 May 10, 2010, Ruyati faced 
trial and faced the death penalty. on June 18, 2011, the execution 
on Ruyati was done without any notification of execution from the 
Saudi authorities the Indonesian government.

the Root causes

The Ruyati case is just a tip of an iceberg of the so many problems 
that have surrounded migrant workers for a long time. According 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Marty Natalegawa, there are 
about 303 Indonesian migrant workers facing the death penalty for 
various cases that had occurred in the period of 1999-2011. of the 
303 citizens and workers who are facing the death penalty, 28 cases 
are in Saudia Arabia, including 22 murder cases and six other cases.

Politics
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There are three things that have been the root causes of the 
problems affecting migrant workers: 

1. Recruitment pattern
The recruitment of migrant workers has been done incorrectly by 
breaking many rules and standards already set by the government. 
In the case of Ruyati; for example, labor brokers who sent Ruyati are 
suspected to have committed forgery of age. Under the Manpower 
Act, workers must be in a minimum age of 18 years and a maximum 
39 years.  Ruyati was  54 years old when she was sent to the Middle 
East.

Such a violation is often done by labor brokers who do not get close 
supervision from the Ministry of Labor. Another negative effect of 
this recruitment model is that workers also get minimal information 
on their departure and on the conditions of the countries in which 
they will be employed. Migrant workers sent using this recruitment 
system are not familiar with the procedures of worker protection 
and with other important information on safety and protection 
during their work.

2. Skills
Recruitment by company dealers often does not heed the 
requirements expected from the workers, such expertise, which is 
absolutely necessary to work abroad. This is exacerbated by the 
fact that the prospective migrant workers who choose the service 
of private dealers mostly come from the low educated people.

Skills that do not meet minimum standards of the employers’ needs 
often trigger problems of violence and abuses, which often lead to 
criminal acts.

3. Legal Protection
Another point that is visible from the Ruyati case is that there is 
no maximum protection to workers who face legal cases abroad. 
When the trial of Ruyati progressed, according to the explanations 
of Ambassador Gatot Abdullah Masyur, Ruyati from the outset was 
not accompanied by a lawyer, but only by the staff of the Consulate.

This procedure needs to be amended by the government. Legal 
assistance to migrant workers who face criminal cases is a necessity. 
It is an obligation of the government to protect its citizens. These 
underlying criminal acts committed by workers are something that 

Politics
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Politics

must be disclosed in the courts and should be considered seriously 
by the courts in Saudi Arabia. hopefully, with the government’s 
assistance the legal punishments can be mitigated. 

Recommendations

The Ruyati case must be taken as a bitter lesson for the Government 
of Indonesia. Therefore, the Government of Indonesia should do 
the following steps:

1.  1. The Foreign Ministry should evaluate the performance of RI 
Representatives in Saudi Arabia in relation to  the protection of 
Indonesian citizens in Saudi Arabia

2. The Government of RI, in this case Kemnakertrans, must strictly 
control Indonesian Manpower Services Companies (recruitment 
agencies) and conduct training, policing, and prosecution on 
PPTKIS Companies (the Indonesian Private Employment 
companies) to ensure that all workers who are dispatched to 
overseas are legal and registered workers, making it easier for 
the provision of protection in case they face cases that require 
assistance, including in the court of law

3. TKI’s education should be improved either through skill or 
language training in order to meet special standards. By meeting 
the standards set by the government, it is expected that migrant 
workers sent will meet the needs of the employers in the 
destination countries, so that violence can be suppressed.

4. The protection of migrant workers needs to be improved. 
The government should require migrant workers to have 
standardized employment contracts, especially with regard to 
decent salary levels. The governments should also seek legal 
instruments in Saudi Arabia that provide a viable sanction for 
employers, who are proven to have committed acts of violence 
against domestic workers (PRT). Legal assistance attorney 
appointed by the government should be a standard procedure in 
providing assistance to workers who face legal issues so that the 
trial will be a fair as possible.

5. The moratorium of sending migrants to Saudi Arabia that will 
be taken by the government on August 1, 2011 is the right step 
until Saudi Arabia agrees to guarantee the protection and rights 
of migrants. It should also be followed by data collection on TKI 
and on current conditions of TKI in Saudi Arabia, in particular. 
Documentation is important to monitor the presence of migrant 
workers and the cases that happen, so  if legal assistance is 
necessary, it can be given immediately.
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Politics

6. The payment of fines as has been done by the government to help 
TKI Darsem in the amount of Rp. 4.7 billion is inappropriate and 
does not have benefit in the future. This will be a precedence 
that will complicate the government itself and is not an effective 
solution. The government should espouse the above four 
recommendations so that criminal cases can be reduced to a 
minimum. If redemption is made   a solution, it is not possible 
that homicide and criminal cases will increase as workers will 
feel that the the government will bail them out.

The government should espouse a policy that will provide legal 
assistance to defend the workers so that they get a fair trial. 
however, crime is a crime, and criminal should be punished. What 
if criminals here in Indonesia also ask the government to do the 
same way? Don’t workers and other domestic workers have the 
same rights as other Indonesian citizens?

— Benni Inayatullah —

Surely, the protection 
for workers should not 
be just in the form of 
redemption when they  
commit  crimes, but 
also in the form of legal 
aid that will defend 
them if a crime occurs. 
Furthermore, they will 
get a fair trial.
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Is Jakarta’s Environmental 
Space Policy Just?

social Issues

Talking about space means talking about citizenship, economic 
factors, and also politics. All of these aspects are dependent on one 
and another. An environmental perspective is a point of view that is 
used to see all this spatial aspects, especially green space in Jakarta. 

Jakarta’s green space now is only 9.6 % of the 657 km2 total area of 
Jakarta. Law Number 26/2007 on Spatial Planning regulates that 
the minimum rate for the green space is about 30%. DKI Jakarta 
Provincial Government only targets to have 14.27% of green space 
in 2030. If we see the history of Jakarta’s green space, in 1970 the 
green space area in Jakarta was 37,4 %.  This year, the area is only 
9.6 %.

Why Jakarta’s Green Space is decreasing?

This has something to do with the population aspect. Jakarta 
population, according to 2010 Census of the National Statistics 
Agency (BPS) was 9.6 million people. The population of some 
major cities in the region of Jabodetabekpunjur should also consider 
as an important indicator. The total population of Jakarta and the 
Bodetabekpunjur region was 29.8 million people in 2010.

The number of people living in Jakarta is great as they need land 
for residental areas and commercial activities. on the other hand, 
a large number of people from Bodetabekpunjur (5 million people) 
add more to the burden borne by Jakarta, as these people work in 
Jakarta. 

There are also some economic aspects. Land in Jakarta, to some 
possible extent, is intended to be used for activities that will 
generate income from taxes and to attract investors. So a big part 
of Jakarta has been used for commercial facilities, office buildings, 
housing complexes, and superblocks.

With a focus on the use of space for investors, then the focus on the 
equality of all citizens of Jakarta has been neglected. In the sense of 
justice paradigm, it has marginalized development. 
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The above mentioned population and economic aspects boil down 
to the need for space in Jakarta for the inhabitants to live and work. 
The green space is often sacrificed.

the Impact of the decreased green space in Jakarta

The real impact of the decreased green space in Jakarta is flooding. 
Flooding remains a frightening specter for Jakartans. A series 
of flood control programs, such as the construction of the West 
and East Flood Canals, the provision of polders, the repairment of 
culvert, and so on, by the Jakarta Provincial Government still have 
not managed to make Jakarta free from floods, of 76 flooding points 
in Jakarta, only 16 points thay have been dealt with. 

The DKI Jakarta Provincial Government has just initiated a project 
to prevention floods in conjunction with the Government of 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands; namely, the construction of the giant 
sea wall (giant sea Dam) along the Northern coast of Jakarta. This 
is expected to be able to solve the flooding problem in Jakarta.

The problem is that the construction of the giant sea wall will 
probably integrate with the project of the recovery of the northern 
coast of Jakarta.

The recovery project of the northern coast of Jakarta is a separate 
spatial problem in Jakarta. First of all, this project has led to the 
destruction of the mangrove forest conservation area in North 
Jakarta, which is a means of preventing marine abrasion. Secondly, 
the project has also led to the disintegration of the mouths of 13 
rivers in Jakarta. As known, the thirteen rivers in Jakarta flow into 
the ocean off the North coast of Jakarta.

Thirdly, the project has destroyed the ecosystem in other areas. 
The North coast of Jakarta recovery project has taken sand 
from Bojong and Parung, Bogor, even though these areas, in the 
Presidential Decree Number 54 year/2008 on the Spatial Planning 
of the Jabodetabekpunjur area, has been noted as the catchment 
areas to cater  the drinking water needs in Jakarta.

Room for Jakarta environmental justice

Establishments shall have an equitable share of environmental 
regulations (RTRW). The DKI Jakarta’s 2010-2030 RTRW project 
still has not been ratified by the DPRD DKI Jakarta, thereby allowing 
the emergence of such environmental problems as those described 

social Issues
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above. Therefore, it is important to revise these regulations to 
achieve environmental justice.

There are two things that can be done. Firstly, to harmonize the 
RTRW 2010-2030 project with related policies. This is to avoid the 
overlapping of rules and authority.

tabel : Regulations related to Spatial Planning

Nbr Regulation/Laws About

1 Law Number 28 Year 2002 Buildings

2 Law Number 7 Year 2004 Water Resources

3 Law Number 17 Year 2007 National Long-Term Develop-
ment Plan (RPJPN) Year 2005-
2025

4 Law Number 23 Year 2007 Railways

5 Law Number 24 Year 2007 Disaster

6 Law Number 27 Year 2007 Management of Coastal Area 
and Small Island

7 Law Number 29 Year 2007 DKI Jakarta Provincial Govern-
ments as The Capital of Repub-
lic of Indonesia

8 Law Number 18 Year 2008 Waste Management

9 Government Regulations Num-
ber 26 Year 2008

National Spatial Planning 
(RTRW)

10 Presidential Rules Number 54 
Year 2008

Spatial Jabodetabekpunjur Re-
gion

11 Law Number 32 Year 2009 Protection and Environmental 
Management

Source: Agency for Regional Development ( Bappeda) DKI Jakarta, 2009

Secondly ,  the participation of citizens in the Jakarta Spatial Planning 
(RTRW) legislative drafting. The participation of the people in 
Jakarta should be seen not only as a means of political participation 
of citizens, but also as a source of knowledge and resources. The 
participatory process in this context is also important to create 
social capital, as well as building a sense of ownership amongst 
urban residents. 

— lola amelia  —

Jakarta’s just 
spatial environment 
is a necessity. The 
commitment of the 
Government of the 
Province of DKI 
Jakarta is absolutely 
necessary to achieve 
environmental 
justice through the 
participation of the 
community as a source 
of knowledge in order to 
raise social capital.
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The State Budget for Accelerating the 
Achievement of MDGs

The United Nations (UN) Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon, 
stressed that the insuffcient time was not deserved to be blamed as 
the reason for the failure in achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), both morally and practically, as these promises are 
intended to create a better world. 

MDGSs in essence are in line with the purpose of the Unitary State 
of the Republic of Indonesia, that is, to provide benefits for the 
people. The difference is only in the period of entry into force, from 
the 1990-2015.

As of 2011, there are about four more years for Indonesia to 
achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The 2010 data on the 
achievements of the MDGs issued by the National Development 
Planning Agency (Bappenas) showed Indonesia’s fight against 
poverty, access to primary education, promotion of the gender 
equality, empowering women, reducing child mortality, and the 
fight against malaria and other infectious diseases.

on the other hand, Indonesia is facing a major challenge in the 
commitment to improving maternal health, access to safe drinking 
water and basic sanitation, prevention of the spreading of hIv / 
AIDS, and deforestation. 

The government said that it faced difficulty in growing the 
commitment to implementing these objectives, the lack of 
availability of resources, and lack of accountability.

social Issues
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looking at Indonesia’s State Budget allocations

In mid-June 2011, an NGo called Prakarsa held a conference with the 
theme “Financing the MDGs for Indonesia”. From the conference, 
it was concluded that the Government always complains that they 
lack resources. In fact, the state budget revenues in 2011 touch Rp 
1,200 billion.

however, large revenues are not parallel with the well-being of the 
population, as well as not achieving all the MDGs. The percentage 
of poor population declined to a rate of 13.3%. however, the 
government’s reference in the establishment of the poverty line 
is Rp 7,000 / day is not appropriate, as many people with higher 
incomes are also unable to meet a variety of basic needs.

Then, where do the huge revenues go in the previous state budget? 
A related problem is the budget allocation itself, in which between 
60-80% of the budget is allocated for the regular budgeting posts, 
such as paying the salaries of civil servants (Kemendagri, 2011).

This shows that the budget remains to favour the bureaucracy and 
the elite, who make up 3% of all the people of Indonesia (Bappenas, 
2011). Also, the vanishing budget due to corrupt practices by all 
interested parties (executive, legislative and judicial branches of the 
government). According to the data from the Ministry of home 
Affairs, 155 district heads and 50 members of Parliament have been 
accused to be involved in corruption.

If blaming funding resources as the reason for the failure in achieving 
the MDGs has not been proven, then the lack of commitment and 
accountability must be the real problem.

What can be done by various stakeholders outside the government?

Whose and What commitment to achieving MDGs?

This section will review the commitments of stakeholders outside 
the government, as the obligations and commitments required by 
the government are clearly stated in the Constitution and various 
policy documents.What is needed from the government is a 
willingness to implement what is already planned.

Achieving the MDGs is not in line with the government’s programs, 
which it has developed. 
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Firstly, the growing role of the Parliament. Several things that can be 
done for the Parliament are: 1) rising the surveillance programs and 
budgets to monitor the planning and development, 2) promoting 
the achievements of the qualitative emphasis of RPJMN in addition 
to the achievement of the quantitative objectives, 3) promoting the 
dissemination of information, as well as 4) encouraging the efforts 
to 

Secondly, the growing role of civil society. Civil society is the power 
of an autonomous and democratic society within the country. The 
strength of civil society in the country does not stop in the position 
vis a vis the State, but it is integrated in a relationship that is more 
moderate.

The strength of civil society in Indonesia shows that the role is more 
open, so it can control and counterweight the role of the State. It 
acts as a major social force in the empowerment of communities at 
the grass root level (Nasir, 2011).

Therefore, it is important for the government to increase cooperation 
with civil society in more progressive and intensive partnerships.

Third,increasing the role of the private sector. CSR programs must 
be conducted by the private sector to create pro-poor businesses 
(Barwa, 2011). There is a need to ensure that companies are able 
to accelerate and sustain the poor’s access to goods and services 
required, to provide income opportunities, and to contribute to 
economic empowerment.

— lola amelia —

Time constraints do not 
deserve to be blamed 
as the only reason for 
the failure in achieving 
the MDGs, both 
morally and practically. 
Obligations and 
commitments required 
from the government 
are clearly stated in the 
Constitution of the state. 
Increasing the role of 
various parties outside 
the government, such 
as the Parliament, the 
private sector, and civil 
society, is absolutely 
necessary in the process 
of accelerating the 
achievements of MDGs.

social Issues



the Indonesian Update — Volume VI, no. 3 - July 2011 19

Jakarta Public Transport Problems

 

Enterring the age of 484, Jakarta, the capital of the Republic of 
Indonesia, is still struggling to solve various issues. The hope to 
make Jakarta that can provide a decent standard of living for its 
citizens is “still far from being achieved”. 

Jakarta has also touched the point of capacity limit, becoming more 
helpless in facing traffic jams, which has been seen as one crucial 
problem. Public transportation in Jakarta has not yet been able to 
be the solution in addressing the problem of chronic traffic jams in 
Jakarta.

Public transportation is a vital means of transportation in urban 
areas, including in Jakarta. For the middle and lower classes that 
do not have private vehicles, public transportation becomes a major 
requirement.

Meanwhile, for those who have vehicles, public transport is 
considered more economical. Recent facts indicate that the 
conditions of mass transit in Jakarta have not been able to address 
the transportation needs of citizens and especially to provide 
comfort and safety for passengers.

social Issues
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Jakarta transportation conditions

1 Travel needs Jakarta travel needs 20.7 million trips/day

2 Motor vehicles • in 2009, the number of motor vehicles in Jakarta was 

+ / - 6.7 million units

• Private vehicles: 6.6 million units (98.5%) and public 

transport: 91,082 (1.5%)

• The rate of growth in the last five  years: + / - 8.1% 

per year during 2004-2009

3 Allocation • Private vehicles (98.5 % of all vehicles) served 44% 

of trips

• Public transport (only 1.5%) must serve 56% of the 

trips (of which 3% was served by the railway system)

4 Public road networks • Road length 7,650 km

• The total area of   roads 40.1 km2 (6.2% of the to-

tal area of   DKI Jakarta)

• The growth rate of road length is only + / - 0.01% 

per year

5 Traffic jams' negative im-

pact

It is estimated that more than IDR 35 trillion/year of 

losses, including wasted fuel, vehicle repairs, medical 

expenses, decreased productivity, air pollution, and 

delayed transactions.

Source: Kompas, June 27, 2011

The big number of private vehicles has exacerbated the complexity 
of public transportation problems in Jakarta. The growth rate of 
the number of vehicles in Jakarta is 1,172 units per day, comprising 
186 cars and 986 motorcycles. The total growth rates of cars 
and motorcysles are 10 percent per year and 15 percent per year, 
respectively.

The number of people transported by private vehicles is far less than 
the number of passengers transported by public transportation. 
Consequently, the availability of mass transportation in Jakarta 
has not been balanced with the needs of its users. As a result, the 
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overcrowding of public transport is not an unfamiliar sight, especially 
in the morning when the activities start, and in the afternoon when 
people are ready to go home. 

the Stagnation of Jakarta public transport development 

The policy on public transportation development and mass transit 
has not shown satisfactory conditions. In 2002, city buses still 
served 38.3 percent of the routes to work. This rate was way above 
the the number of motorcycle users (21.2 percent). The rest of the 
users use a variety of modes, including private cars. .

however, in 2010, the use of buses as a mode of transportation fell 
down drastically, which was 12.9 percent of the total commuter 
vehicles. The main mode of transportation used to work was 
motorcycles, which reached 48.7 percent.

The existence of TransJakarta buses does give a new image for 
public transport in Jakarta, but it has not made private vehicle 
users interested in using them. According to the 2009 Survey by 
the Coordinating Ministry of Economic Affairs, the majority of 
TransJakarta bus users are regular bus users. The existence of 
TransJakarta buses has not been able to make motorcycle users to 
switch to other public transport modes. only about 1 percent of car 
users who have switched to the bus.

This phenomenon is described as the “dying” means of public 
transport in Jakarta. A modern megapolitan city should be based on 
mass public transport systems. In the 21st century, Jakarta can no 
longer rely on Metrominis, Kopajas, Mikrolets, and Bajajs to serve 
the needs of high and mobile modern urban society.     

Ironically, the congestion problem has been worsened by weak 
law enforcement on traffic violators and users of pedestrian areas.  
There are also an invisible directional transport strategy and no 
thorough and consistent implementation on the one hand, and 
there are mere rhetoric and slogans alone on the other hand.

A Mass Transportation Program -- which had been promised to be 
operated since the administration of Governor Sutiyoso, including 
the planned subway expansion --  is still in the development stage. 
If the planning targets are met, it is expected that the new MRT 
project will begin in 2012. If construction goes smoothly, in 2016 the 
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There are an invisible 
directional transport 
strategy and no 
thorough and consistent 
implementation on 
the one hand, and 
there are mere rhetoric 
and slogans alone 
on the other hand. 
Reengineering starts 
from the commitment 
of the stakeholders. 
The activities and 
achievements should 
be measurable and 
accompanied by 
supervision of incentives 
and disincentives 
(rewards and 
punishments). A good 
or bad transport system 
will have an impact on 
the image of Jakarta. 

Jakartans will enjoy the services of the Jakarta MRT.

The development and improvement of railway transport are still 
filled with the issues of management and maintenance. The plan 
to implement the Electronic Road Pricing (ERP), which is an effort 
to limit vehicle movements, still needs a socio-economic analysis, 
supporting instruments, as well as the dissemination of the idea to 
the public. 

Reengineering starts from the commitment of the stakeholders. The 
activities and achievements should be measurable and accompanied 
by supervision of incentives and disincentives (rewards and 
punishments). A good or bad transport system will have an impact 
on the image of Jakarta.

The position of the TransJakarta bus program is at stake. If the 
TransJakarta bus program does not lead to better conditions, then 
the other programs in support of a mass transportation system will 
experience the same conditions, becoming a mere discourse.

 — endang Srihadi —
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Company Profile

the Indonesian Institute (tII) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 october 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals through the initiative of 
Jeffrie Geovanie. Its current Executive and Research Director is 
Anies Baswedan, and the Program Director is Adinda Tenriangke 
Muchtar.

tII is an independent, non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose 
main funding stems from grants and contributions from foundations, 
companies, and individuals. 

tII has the aim of becoming a main research centre in 
Indonesia for public policy matters and has committed to giving 
contribution to the debates over public policies and to improving 
the quality of the planning and results of public policy in the  
new era of democracy in Indonesia.

tII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers.

tII also assumes the role to disseminate ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process. 

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and mission 
based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, policy brief, 
and weekly analysis. 

contact details:
Jl. K.h. Wahid hasyim No. 194 
Central Jakarta 10250 Indonesia

Phone. 021 390 5558  Fax. 021 3190 7814
www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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research and training Programs

Research on the Business and Economy

Business analysis

The business sector needs a comprehensive analysis in order to minimize 
the potential risks, while at the same time increasing the value of its 
business. Business analysis is a solution in corporate strategic planning 
to make reliable decisions. The TII Business Policy Research Division is 
present to provide company leaders with practical recommendations on 
the decision-making process. 

Research that TII offers are: (1) company Financial analysis, which 
encompasses financial analysis and financial risk analysis. (2) corporate 
Planning consultancy, which includes economic and industrial 
research, business valuation, and brand valuation. (3) Strategic 
Marketing analysis, which encompasses strategic marketing 
and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) program design. 

Research on the economy

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker.  Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.  

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies 
in making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) economic 
Policy analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and  
(3) Program evaluation.

Research on the Social Affairs

Social Research

Social development needs policy foundations that come from 
independent and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for 
the government, the businesspeople, academia, professionals, 
NGos, and civil society to improve social development. The Social 
Research Division is present to offer recommendations to produce 
efficient and effective policies, steps, and programs on education,  
health, population, environment, women and children. 
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research and training Programs

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

Political Survey and Training

Direct General election Survey

one of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election 
surveys. There are sundry reasons why these surveys are 
important (1) Regional direct elections are democratic processes 
that can be measured, calculated, and predicted. (2) Surveys are 
used to measure, calculate, and predict the processes and results 
of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is time to win the 
elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping.  Therefore, 
campaign teams need to conduct surveys:  (1) to map the popularity 
of candidates in the society  (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to 
determine the most effective political machinery that will act as a 
vote getter; and ( 4) to find out about the most effective media to 
do the campaign.

local council training

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local 
governments are very important.  They need to make sure 
that participative and democratic policies will be espoused.  
Members of provincial and regent local councils are required 
to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, 
local Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important  
to empower members of local councils.

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem 
that will come out as a result of any policy implemented by 
the central government or local governments, the Indonesian 
Institute invites the leaderships and members of local councils  
to undergo training to improve their capacity.
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Released!
INDONESIA REPORT 2010
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research (TII) has released 
our annual publication of INDoNESIA 2010. This book is one of publications 
of TII that consists of Report on Indonesia in 2010. Indonesia Report has been 
published by TII annually since 2005. It is available in Bahasa Indonesia.

toPIcS In InDoneSIa 2010:
Section 1.  yudhoyono Presidency, Joint Coalition Secretariat,  

and the Government in hostage.  
Author: Hanta Yuda aR

Section 2.  Adjustment of Special Autonomy for Aceh and Papua.  
Author: aly Yusuf

Section 3.  Breaking Down Conflicts between Indonesia-Malaysia 
Author: Benni Inayatullah

Section 4.  Problems of Mitigation of Natural Disasters 
Author: endang Srihadi

Section 5.  The Roles of State in Religious Tolerance.  
Author: antonius Wiwan Koban

The Authors’ Team are researchers at TII,  
with supervision from anies Baswedan, Executive & Research Director, 
and adinda tenriangke Muchtar, Program Director.

PDF version can be downloaded in TII website  
www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Printed version can be purchased, Rp 70.000,- per buku (112 pages).  
the price included courier fee.

HoW to oRDeR:

1. Bank transfer :  Bank Mandiri Cabang Wisma Nusantara, Jakarta  
 No. Rek. 103	000	4444	838 
 Account holder: yayasan Indonesia Untuk Semua

2. Send the transfer receipt to Ms. Rahmanita through:  
Fax. 021. 3190	7815 or E-mail:  iethapoenya5678@yahoo.com  
Tel. 021. 390	5558

3. Please state your Full Name, Complete Address, and  
Phone Numbers, and E-mail Address that can be contacted. 

If	 you	 are	 interested	 to	 buy	 Indonesia	 Report	 in	 series’	 package	 from	
various	years	starting	from	2005,	please	kindly	contact	Ms.	Rahmanita.
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INDoNESIA 2010 is an 
annual report produced by The 
Indonesian Institute, Center 
for Public Policy Research 
on economic, social, and 
political situations in Indonesia 
that is published regularly in 
the beginning of each year. 
INDoNESIA 2010 consists 
of report and analysis on 
social and political situations in 
Indonesia in 2010. Generally, 
the whole analyses describe 
situations, evaluations, and 
policy recommendations. 
In addition, the reports also 
provide prediction for 2011. 

There are five articles in Indonesia 2010 ini. In political section, 
the first analysis is on Government and Coalition of Parties; 
second analysis is on Special Autonomy of Aceh and Papua. In 
International Relation affairs, the highlighted topic is on Conflicts 
between Indonesia-Malaysia. Whereas in social section, there are 
two reports. one on Mitigation of Natural Disasters and second on 
Religious Tolerance.

Why we selected those topics? It is because of the degree of 
importance of those issues. Those topics also represent series 
of interesting moments that happened in 2010. In short, gaining 
public attention. Therefore, policy makers can use those topics as 
important notes for 2011.

hope Indonesia 2010 can be used optimally by policy makers, 
private sectors, mass media, strategic institutions, academicians, 
students, et cetera.

anies Baswedan 
Executive and Research Director 
The Indonesian Institute
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