
Keeping the Labor Party Momentum 

Politics
Encouraging PDIP to Promote Women’s Political Narratives 

The Efforts to Realize Financial Inclusiveness in Indonesia 

Law
 

The Ethical Problems of the Corruption Eradication Commission’s Leaderst 

Hacking Threats to the Society 

Exploring Eid Momentum in the Economic Recovery Process 

 
The Economics

 

24 Years of Reform and the Promises of Settlement of
 Human Rights Violations Cases That Are Always Delayed



 Main Report:  
 Looking at the Progress of Indonesia’s PISA Achievements and the Differences 

between Education Policies in Indonesia and Some Countries in Asia

Volume XVI, No. 5 - May 2022
ISSN   1979-1976

Monthly Review on Economic, Legal, Security, Political, and Social Affairs



FOREWORD  ................................................................ 1

MAIN REPORT

Looking at the Progress of Indonesia’s PISA Achievements and

the Differences between Education Policies in Indonesia 

and Some Countries in Asia ............................................... 3

THE ECONOMICS

Exploring Eid Momentum in the Economic Recovery Process . 10

The Efforts to Realize Financial Inclusiveness in Indonesia ...... 14

LAW

Hacking Threats to the Society ............................................ 17

The Ethical Problems of the Corruption Eradication 

Commission’s Leaders ......................................................... 20

POLITICS

Encouraging PDIP to Promote Women’s Political Narratives ... 23

Keeping the Labor Party Momentum .................................... 27

24 Years of Reform and the Promises of Settlement 

of Human Rights Violations Cases That Are Always Delayed .. 31

INSTITUTIONAL PROFILE ........................................ 36

RESEARCH PROGRAMS, SURVEY AND EVALUATION 38
PUBLIC DISCUSSION ................................................. 42
TRAINING & WORKING GROUP FACILITATION ... 43

CONTENTS

ISSN  1979-1976

Contributors :  

Ahmad Hidayah, Arfianto Purbolaksono,  Hemi Lavour  Febrinandez,                

Nuri Resti Chayyani, Nisaaul Muthiah. Editor: Awan Wibowo Laksono Poesoro 



1The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.5 - May 2022

The May 2022 edition of the Indonesian Update features a major report on 
the current state of education in Indonesia. One thing that needs mutual 
attention is the low achievement in the indicators of success in the Program for 
International Student Assessment (PISA), such as reading, mathematics, and 
science skills (OECD, 2019). This main report shall also analyze some of the 
differences between the education policy in Indonesia and several countries in 
Asia, which have PISA achievements that are classified as superior compared 
to other countries.

In the economic field, the Indonesian Update discusses the momentum for 
Eid in 2022, which was supported by the central government and used by the 
community for going home. This increased the circulation of cash and the number 
of non-cash transactions, raising the possibility of inflation. Furthermore, we 
also discuss that inclusive finance is important to increase economic growth 
and reduce poverty. The main drivers for inclusive finance are the high level of 
financial literacy and the creation of a good financial infrastructure.

In the legal field, the Indonesian Update discusses the threats of hacking to the 
public. The public should be given a feeling of security when exercising their 
right to express opinions without being overshadowed by the fear of becoming 
a victim of hacking. Furthermore, we also discuss the ethical violations 
committed by the KPK leadership, which have the potential to affect the anti-
corruption efforts carried out by the anti-corruption agency.

In the political field, the Indonesian Update discusses the contorversial 
statement by the Chair of the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P), 
Megawati Soekarnoputri, regarding the behavior of women that influenced the 
prices of cooking oil. We also touches on Muslim women’s freedoms regarding 
the use of the headscarf. Next, we also discuss the existence of the Labor 
Party in Indonesia. The presence of the Labor Party must be able to encourage 
the discussions and ratification of bills relating to the interests of workers. 
In addition, we discuss the settlement of cases of past gross human rights 
violations that have not yet come to light in 24th year of reform.

The monthly publication of the Indonesian Update with actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business institutions – as 
well as academics, think tanks, and elements of civil society, both at home 
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and abroad, to obtain actual information and contextual analysis of economic 
conditions, political, social, and legal issues in Indonesia, as well as an 
understanding of public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.
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Indonesia has had various achievements in the field of education. 
However, there are still many things that need to be improved so 
that the quality of education in Indonesia will be at the forefront. 
One thing that needs mutual attention is the low achievement in 
the indicators of success in the Program for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) such as reading, mathematics, and science skills 
(OECD, 2019).

Therefore, this paper shall look at the progress of PISA Indonesia’s 
achievements from year to year. This paper shall also analyze some 
of the differences between education policies in Indonesia and 
several countries in Asia, which have PISA achievements that are 
superior to other countries.

The Progress of PISA Achievements

As we know, in 2018, Indonesia’s PISA achievements were still far 
behind other countries. Since 2000, the academic performance 
of 15-year-old students in Indonesia has not progressed much, as 
shown in Table 1 below.

Table 1. Average PISA Scores for 15-Year-Old Children in 
Indonesia

Looking at the Progress of Indonesia’s
 PISA Achievements and the Differences 
between Education Policies in Indonesia 

and Some Countries in Asia 
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Source: OECD, 2019.

The average reading score of Indonesian children at PISA 2018 was 
371. This score was the same as the score obtained by Indonesia at 
PISA in 2000. There had been fluctuations in the PISA scores from 
2003 to 2015. However, the reading ability score in 2018 returned 
to the same level as that in 2000. This showed stagnation in the 
learning process in Indonesia. In general, there was an increase in 
the number of 15-year-olds enrolling in school between 2003 and 
2018.

In mathematics and science achievements, there were also 
fluctuations between PISA scores in 2003, 2006, to 2018. 
Several things that we can conclude from Table 1 include that the 
achievement of Indonesian children’s mathematics results in 2018 
(379) was lower than the achievement of children’s reading results. 
Indonesia in 2006 (391). In addition, the achievement of Indonesian 
children’s knowledge in 2018 (396) was lower than in 2015 (403). 
Not only for 15-year-olds, but the 2018 PISA results also showed 
that the average reading ability of the 35-44-year-old population in 
Indonesia was still far behind compared to other countries.

Meanwhile, if you look at the PISA achievements of Singapore 
and South Korea, the two countries in 2018 had average scores in 
reading, math, and science skills far above other countries. Table 2 
shows that since 2009, children in Singapore have obtained PISA 
scores above 500. This is far above the average PISA score for 
the members of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). Although the average scores of children’s 
reading, math, and science skills in Singapore fluctuated from 2009 
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to 2018, in general, Singapore’s PISA achievement in 2018 was 
better than in 2009.

Table 2. Average PISA Scores for 15-Year-Old Children in 
Singapore

Source: OECD, 2019

Another country in Asia that has PISA achievements above the 
average is South Korea. In Table 3 it can be seen that since 2000 the 
reading ability score of children in South Korea has been more than 
500. Although in 2018, the achievement of reading scores in the 
country was lower/decreased compared to 2000. However, the 
achievement of South Korea’s PISA scores in 2018 was still higher 
than the average achievement of OECD member countries.

Table 3. Average PISA Scores for 15-Year-Old Children in 
South Korea

Main Report
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Source: OECD, 2019

Policy Differences

In addition to examining the developments of PISA in various 
countries, the OECD report (2020) showed that school 
organization, including school policies and their implementation, 
was related to student learning outcomes, equitable distribution 
of student learning outcomes, and student welfare. Some of the 
policies included in the realm of school organization included 
grouping and selecting students, resources invested in education 
(resources invested in education), education system governance, 
and evaluation and assessment. assessment). The following is the 
definition of each of these policies.

First, the grouping and selection of students mean grades and 
programs that must be completed by students to graduate from a 
level of education (vertical structure), as well as how schools can 
group students with diverse abilities into various curricular programs 
according to their respective abilities. (horizontal structure).

Second, the resources invested in education mean the number of 
human resources (such as teachers and education personnel), and 
material resources (such as physical infrastructure and pedagogical 
materials) available for the learning process. Other factors included 
in this aspect are the number of financial resources invested in 
education and the amount of time students study for major subjects 
such as languages, mathematics, and science, as well as the learning 
opportunities offered by the school after regular school hours.

Third, governance of the education system means how public and 
private organizations are involved in the administration and funding 
of schools. The implementations of school choice and competition 
between schools are also included in this aspect. Fourth, is the 
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evaluation and assessment of policies and practices; for example, by 
assessing student learning outcomes, as well as teacher and school 
performance.

Regarding these policies, there are some differences between 
Indonesia, Singapore, and South Korea (OECD, 2020). In the 
first policy, the differences in the vertical structure of education; 
for example, In Singapore and South Korea, children there start 
entering the pre-primary school from the age of three to six years 
(four years). Meanwhile, most children in Indonesia only start 
entering the pre-primary school at the age of five to seven years 
(three years). Even though, studies show that various educational 
achievements can be improved through quality pre-primary 
education, including the development of children’s cognition and 
welfare, academic achievement at higher education levels, and even 
children’s future income as adults (Duncan et al., 2007; Nordic 
Council of Ministers, 2012)

The next difference is related to human resources in the field of 
education. In Singapore and South Korea, nearly 90 percent of 
teachers are certified. Meanwhile, the number of teachers in 
Indonesia who have been certified has not reached 50 percent. 
Whereas the findings of PISA in 2018 show that the number of 
certified teachers is directly proportional to the increase in students’ 
reading ability.

In addition to human resources, the tools available to support the 
learning process in schools also affect the achievement of the learning 
process. In Singapore and South Korea, almost one hundred percent 
of school computers are connected to the internet. Meanwhile 
in Indonesia, the number of school computers connected to the 
internet has not yet reached 80 percent.

Furthermore, related to the governance of the education system, 
one of the factors seen in this aspect is the competition between 
schools. In Singapore, nearly 100 percent of students admitted 
that their principal reported at least one other school competing 
for students in the same area. This figure is not much different 
from the conditions in Indonesia contained in the OECD (2020) 
report. More than 90 percent of Indonesian students also stated the 
same conditions. However, these conditions may only describe the 
DKI Jakarta and Yogyakarta Regions. This was because the 2018 
PISA test was carried out in both regions. Meanwhile, we know 
that there are still students in the Papua Region who are still having 
trouble attending school.

Main Report
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Finally, concerning the evaluation of education policies, the findings 
of the OECD (2020) included showing that Indonesia was one of 
the countries that had good data collection on student achievement 
in schools. Nearly 100 percent of students in Indonesia had records 
of their test results. These conditions were good for seeing the 
development of the student learning process and planning future 
learning strategies.

However, the achievements of other aspects of the evaluation of 
educational policies in the OECD (2020) also showed the still low 
percentage of students receiving assistance from teachers related 
to increasing reading achievement. The number was still around 
50 percent. While in Singapore, the number had approached 80 
percent, and in South Korea had reached more than 80 percent. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that Singapore and South Korea 
are countries in the Asian region with high PISA achievements if 
compared to other countries.

Recommendations

According to the analysis above, Indonesia needs to strengthen 
policies in the realm of school organization, which consists of the 
four points described above. In this regard, several things can be 
done including first, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, 
and Technology (Kemendikbudristek), the Education Office in each 
region, the private sector, and other stakeholders need to strengthen 
the pre-primary school period in Indonesia. This is because quality 
pre-primary schools can encourage better learning outcomes at the 
next level of education.

Second, the Ministry of Education and Culture needs to encourage 
teacher certification. Of course, the certification must be 
accompanied by an increase in the quality of teaching teachers. 
Third, the private sector, the Ministry of Communication and 
Information (Kominfo), and the Ministry of Education and Culture 
need to work together to make learning facilities available to all, 
such as computers connected to the internet. With access to the 
internet, opportunities for children to learn will be more open.

Fourth, Kemendikbudristek needs to build new schools or 
classrooms, especially in areas that still lack educational facilities. A 
school/education unit will continue to improve its quality if there is 
competition between schools. However, before competition exists, 
the school/education unit must first be available.

Main Report
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Finally, teachers and education units need to strengthen mentoring 
for students to improve their reading skills. With these steps, it is 
hoped that the quality of education in Indonesia, especially related 
to PISA achievements, can improve in the following years.

- Nisaaul Muthiah -

It is necessary to 
strengthen policies in 
the realm of school 
organization to increase 
the achievement of 
Indonesia’s PISA scores 
in the following years.

Main Report
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Exploring Eid Momentum in 
the Economic Recovery Process

A survey conducted by the Research and Development Agency 
(Balitbang) of the Ministry of Transportation said that there were 
approximately 85.5 million Indonesians who travelled home in 
2022. Homecoming is a tradition that exists in Indonesia during Eid 
al-Fitr. The number of travelers is quite fantastic after the ban on 
the people’s mobility imposed in the previous two years was lifted.

Since the announcement of the dates of joint leave by President 
Joko Widodo through the Presidential Secretariat’s YouTube chan-
nel; namely April 29 and May 4-6, 2022, people began to choose the 
modes of transportation to be used for homecoming. According to 
a survey conducted by the Ministry of Transportation, there were 
14 million people who would leave Jabodetabek, and 47 percent 
of them would use private vehicles or land routes. (kompas.com, 
10/04/2022). The conditions were different from that occurred in 
2021 where there are restrictions on people’s mobility.

Previously in 2021, the government was very much trying to re-
duce the number of travelers by implementing the Implementation 
of Community Activity Restrictions (PPKM) at the highest level. 
The Indonesian Political Indicators Survey in 2021 showed that of 
the 1200 respondents in Indonesia, 20.8 percent of them planned to 
go home despite the ban (databoks, 05/05/2021).

The soaring number of people who will go home in 2022 will cer-
tainly make the hope of economic recovery more visible in front of 
the eyes. Previously, the pandemic had paralyzed the transporta-
tion, accommodation, food, and beverage sectors because people’s 
mobility was restricted to reduce the transmission of coronavirus 
disease 2019 (Covid-19). And this year, the government has orga-
nized a Free Homecoming program, encouraging the improvement 
of the transportation, accommodation, and processing industries.
The determination of the dates of joint leave and the creation of 

The Economics
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a Free Homecoming program will certainly make the community 
want to take advantage of the Eid holiday moment to gather with 
family after being held back by regulations in the past two years. 
Community savings that have been collected are used for cash and 
non-cash transactions to meet the needs while in their respective 
hometowns. The desire to transact makes the demand for cash in-
crease.

The Surge in Cash and Non-Cash Transactions
Bank Indonesia (BI) noted that there was an increase in the real-
ization of cash withdrawals by 16.6 percent during the Eid al-Fitr 
holiday in 2022. The realization of cash withdrawals amounted to 
IDR 154.5 trillion in 2021, and in 2022 it became IDR 180.2 trillion 
(bi.go.id, 09/05/2022).

The transactions made by the public are generally used to pay for 
land, sea, and air transportation tickets. The public generally uses 
non-cash payments. While cash withdrawals are used to meet 
needs during the fasting month and ahead of Eid al-Fitr.

Spatially, BI’s annual performance on the cash withdrawal side in 
each region of Indonesia in general has experienced growth. The 
region that has the highest cash withdrawal is of course the one 
with the most populous population; namely, Java at IDR 110.1 tril-
lion. The next one is Sumatra at IDR 35.3 trillion, which grew by 
6.5 percent year-on-year. Sulawesi-Maluku-North Maluku-Papua 
regions’ cash withdrawal is at IDR 15.0 trillion, which grew 13.3 
percent from the previous year. Kalimantan’s cash withdrawal is at 
IDR 12.5 trillion. Meanwhile, Bali- East Nusa Tenggara-West Nusa 
Tenggara regions’ cash withdrawal is at IDR 7.4 trillion.

Not only cash and non-cash transactions, BI also recorded the 
amount of money exchanged in Eid al-Fitr 2022 amounting to 
IDR 1.3 trillion. The nominal is an accumulation of 468 redemption 
points spread throughout Indonesia from April 5 to 28, 2022.

The size of transactions both cash and non-cash, as well as money 
exchange, certainly requires the right technology to be safe and 
accountable. The amount also needs to be known with certainty 
because it allows inflation due to the large amount of money in cir-
culation due to high demand for money.

The Economics
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The Signs of the Economy Recovering
The Official Statistics News (BRS) released by the Central Sta-
tistics Agency (BPS) shows economic growth that occurred in the 
first quarter of 2022. According to the year-on-year data, the econ-
omy grew by 5.01 percent compared to the first quarter of 2021. 
However, if viewed from quartal-to-quartal, the economic growth 
rate contracted by 0.96 percent (bps.go.id, 09/05/2022). 

In comparison from year to year, the economic growth rate is 
worth the same as the rate of population growth before the pan-
demic, which was 2019. Economic growth in the first quarter of 
2019 amounted to 5.06 percent, before then slumping in the first 
quarter of 2020 to 2.97 percent.

Monitoring data provided by BPS shows an increase in production, 
consumption, and investment activities in the first quarter of 2022 
(year-on-year). In terms of production, the processing industry uses 
its production capacity of 72.45 percent. Electricity consumption 
for the industrial segment has also grown by 15.44 percent.

Along with the increased mobility changes, passenger car sales have 
also increased by 45.95 percent. The number of air freight passen-
gers has also experienced a growth of 58.13 percent. Similarly, the 
number of foreign tourists who came through the main door has in-
creased by 228.24 percent if compared to the first quarter of 2021.
Along with the easing, the increase in the growth rate continues 
to occur if assessed from the previous year. This is in line with an 
article written by Brad Polumbo in a Foundation of Economic Edu-
cation (FEE) article in 2022, which shows that lockdowns did not 
have an impact on reducing COVID-19 cases, but they instead crip-
pled the economy.

Recommendations
The increasing number of people who will go home certainly has 
an impact on all sectors of economic growth, especially from the 
business field. The number of goods and services has increased, as 
has the demand for money to transact both in cash and non-cash 
methods. There is a shadow of inflation if the amount of money in 
circulation increases.

BI, together with Financial Institutions, such as the Financial Ser-
vices Authority (OJK), needs to increase supervision to reduce the 
rate of inflation. It is important to do so, because not only the peo-
ple are experiencing improvements in purchasing power, but also 

The Economics
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because there are still influences from global uncertainty, such as 
the Russian-Ukrainian conflict.

Then, the Ministry of Home Affairs also needs to harmonize ppkm 
rules with local governments. The decision-making in determining 
the ppkm level also needs to be wise and to prioritize the interests 
of the community, especially the fulfillment of the right to economic 
freedom, as well as security and health considerations.

- Nuri Resti Chayyani -

Eid momentum in 2022 
is supported by the 
central government and 
utilized by the community 
to do homecoming. 
This increases the 
circulation of cash and 
non-cash transactions 
and raises the possibility 
of inflation. There needs 
to be oversight to tackle 
inflation.

The Economics
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The Efforts to Realize Financial Inclusiveness in Indonesia

The Economics

In August 2021, the Minister of Finance, Sri Mulyani Indrawati, 
made a target for increasing Indonesia’s financial inclusion to 90 
percent by 2024. According to the data owned by the Financial 
Services Authority (OJK), currently Indonesia’s financial inclusion 
index reaches 76.19 percent with a financial literacy rate of 38.03 
percent (Ministry of Finance, 2021).

Financial inclusion is a condition of the availability of financial ac-
cess to financial services to improve the welfare of the community. 
The sign of a country having inclusive finances is that people and 
businesses have the ability to access products and services, such as 
transacting, paying, saving, debt, and insurance. This aims to make 
it easier for people to manage their daily finances from the short 
term to the long term.

According to Bank Indonesia (BI), the term financial inclusion is a 
post-crisis trend in 2008, which is mainly based on the impact of 
the crisis felt by low and irregular income groups, people in remote 
areas, people with disabilities, workers who do not have legal iden-
tities, and suburban communities, which generally do not have ac-
counts in banks (unbanked). The number of such groups is recorded 
very high outside the developed world.

The causes of the society that are unbanked both in terms of supply 
and demand are price barriers, limited information, incompatibility 
of products and inappropriate means. Inclusive financial conditions 
are an attempt to resolve the causes with a variety of benefits re-
ceived by the society, government, and the private sector.

The Advantages of Financial Inclusivity
Financial inclusion can have a positive effect on economic growth 
in Indonesia. Research from Bestari (2020) showed that several di-
mensions of financial inclusions are able to drive Indonesia’s eco-
nomic growth. The variables used by Bestari (2020) included gross 
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domestic product (GDP), availability of bank branch offices, credit 
deposit ratio, credit card, and debit card.

Similarly, a research conducted by Anwar and Amri (2017) aimed 
to identify the influence of financial inclusion on Indonesia’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) with secondary data from 2004 to 2015 
sourced from the Central Statistics Agency (BPS). The results 
showed that financial inclusion variables such as the number of 
bank offices, the number of Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs), 
and the number of credit accounts had a positive and significant 
influence on GDP. Banks and governments are expected to work 
well together and to play a role in creating a more inclusive financial 
sector in order to encourage increased GDP.

Financial inclusivity can certainly reduce poverty and open access 
to financial provider services to all communities. This is stated in 
Rukanda’s research (2021) on the conditions of 33 provinces in In-
donesia. The study used a ratio of the number of banking offices 
per 100,000 adult population, the ratio of the number of credits 
per Gross Regional Domestic Product (PDRB), and the ratio of the 
amount of Third Party Funds (DPK) per PDRB to describe finan-
cial inclusion in terms of access and use of financial services. The 
data used were panel data from BPS in 33 annual provinces for the 
period 2011 to 2019, which were processed by static data panel re-
gression. The results showed that financial inclusion by increasing 
the use of banking products such as savings, current accounts and 
deposits can reduce poverty in Indonesia.

The benefits of financial inclusivity to economic growth must cer-
tainly be directly proportional to the financial literacy conditions 
of a region. Indonesia’s 2019 financial literacy index figure of 38.03 
percent showed that out of every 100 people in the population there 
were about 38 people who are well literate.

The Efforts towards Inclusive Finance
To realize the benefits of overall financial inclusion, OJK created 
the National Strategy for Financial Literacy of Indonesia (SNLKI) 
2019-2025. The goal is to realize Indonesian people who have a high 
financial literacy index so that they can utilize financial products and 
services that are suitable for sustainable financial welfare.

The strategic program launched by OJK is the establishment of fi-
nancial capable behavior, wise financial behavior, and financial ac-
cess. The three strategic programs that form the basis of SNLKI are 

The Economics
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arranged on several things. First, the basic concept of financial lit-
eracy is not only based on three aspects of financial literacy, namely 
knowledge, skills, and beliefs, but also includes aspects of attitudes 
and behaviors. Second, in reality, financial literacy is closely related 
to financial inclusion so that there needs to be harmony and con-
tinuity between financial literacy activities and financial inclusion. 
Third, the achievement of financial literacy and inclusion strategies 
is more efficiently carried out together so that the goal of achieving 
financial literacy to expand people’s access to the financial services 
sector can be done more optimally.

The efforts of the strategy that is prepared certainly have many 
obstacles faced. The number of unbanked population or excluded 
population is still high. It is estimated to reach 80 million people, and 
this has made many Indonesians still in poor conditions.

In addition, the concentration of wealth is still in certain groups of 
people. This has made the gap between residents and between re-
gions still high. Indonesia’s very diverse geographical conditions also 
show an influence on differences in financial literacy indices.

Recommendations
In accordance with the efforts to realize inclusive finance, sever-
al policy recommendations need to be made by the government. 
First, financial institutions such as BI, OJK, Deposit Insurance In-
stitutions, banks, cooperatives, and the Ministry of Finance need 
to maintain cohesiveness to improve financial literacy in Indonesia. 
This is important because the main support of inclusive finance is a 
high financial literacy index.

Second, the monetary infrastructure must also be well integrated. 
It is the duty of the OJK to supervise every financial service so that 
there are no losses caused by low financial literacy.

Third, the high unbanked population needs to be suppressed by 
data collection at the local Population and Civil Registration Office. 
This is also so that people who are less financially able are immedi-
ately recorded so that they can get social assistance from the gov-
ernment. People have the right to access capital to improve their 
well-being.

- Nuri Resti Chayyani -

The Economics

Inclusive finance is 
important to strive 
to increase economic 
growth and to reduce 
poverty. The main drivers 
for inclusive finance 
are the high level of 
financial literacy and the 
creation of good financial 
infrastructure.
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Hacking Threats to the Society

The All-Indonesian Student Executive Board (Badan Eksekutif Ma-
hasiswa Seluruh Indonesia/BEM SI) received threats of cyber-at-
tacks before carrying out a demonstration on Monday (11/4/2022). 
The demonstration was planned to be held to reject the extension 
of the presidential term and to postpone the elections. However, 
ahead of the action, a number of student presidents’ and action co-
ordinators’ devices and social media had been hacked. One example 
was the hacking of the Instagram account belonging to the Central 
Coordinator of BEM SI, Kaharuddin (republika.co.id, 9/4/2022). 
Similar incidents had been experienced not only by groups of stu-
dents who were going to hold demonstrations to protest against 
several policies but also by groups of academics and rural communi-
ties.

An example is the intimidation experienced by the residents of Wa-
das Village who rejected the andesite mining plan in their area in 
mid-February 2022, which did not only occur in the physical space 
but also penetrated into the digital space. The suspension of the 
Twitter account @Wadas_Melawan and the hacking of the What-
sApp account of the Director of the Yogyakarta Legal Aid Institute 
(Lembaga Bantuan Hukum/LBH), Yogi Zul Fadli, are several forms 
of cyber-attacks targeting the activists involved in the protests. This 
means that hacking cases if there is a demonstration can target all 
groups indiscriminately.

If we look further, the first time a massive hacking case appeared 
was in 2019 when several academic groups took action against 
the weakening of the Corruption Eradication Commission (Komisi 
Pemberantasan Korupsi/KPK) through the selection of KPK commis-
sioner candidates. The process was considered problematic. There 
are several people who experienced the hacking of their devices and 
several other forms of cyber-attacks, such as robo-calls and phish-
ing.

Law
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Cyber-attacks such as hacking are certainly serious threats to the 
freedom of expression in the digital space. According to the data 
from the National Human Rights Commission (Komisi Nasional Hak 
Asasi Manusia/Komnas HAM), there were nine cases of cyber-at-
tacks handled in 2020. The number increased to twelve cases in 
2021. The most frequently used forms of cyber-attacks are hacking, 
robo-calls, spam-calls, and doxing (komnasham.go.id, 17/1/2022). 
The increasing number of hacking cases against community groups 
who channel their rights to express opinions through demonstra-
tions is a threat to democracy and is strong evidence of the failure 
of several legal products to provide protection in the digital world.

Law Number 11/2008 concerning Information and Electronic Trans-
actions (ITE Law) actually contains several provisions that pose a 
threat to anyone who carries out various cyber-attacks including 
hacking. Regarding robo-calls or spam-calls made with the intention 
of scaring someone, Article 29 of the ITE Law states that “Every-
one intentionally and without rights sends electronic information and/
or electronic documents that contain threats of violence or intimidation 
can face a maximum imprisonment of twelve years and/or a maxi-
mum fine of Rp2,000,000,000.00 (two billion rupiah). In addition 
to cyber-attacks as described above, the ITE Law also regulates the 
prohibition of anyone from hacking.

Article 30 of the ITE Law emphasizes several forms of prohibi-
tion. Although it is only regulated in two articles, the criminal act of 
hacking into other people’s electronic devices or systems is punish-
able by a maximum imprisonment of eight years and/or a maximum 
fine of Rp800,000,000.00 (eight hundred million rupiah). The a quo 
provision is one of the positive legal arrangements in the ITE Law. 
The state realizes that technological developments go hand in hand 
with the emergence of various new criminal acts that can threaten 
the rights of the community to feel safe and avoid the potential to 
become victims of crime.

The police actually have the capability and resources to be able to 
uncover and catch the hackers. An example is when the Criminal In-
vestigation Department of the Republic of Indonesia Police (Badan 
Reserse Kriminal Kepolisian Republik/Bareskrim Polri) determined 
two teenagers as perpetrators of hacking the Cabinet Secretariat 
(Sekretariat Kabinet/Sekab) website in mid-2021. The police used 
Article 30 of the ITE Law as an argument to ensnare the two hack-
ers (kompas.com, 9/8/2021). This means that it is not an impossible 
for law enforcement to be able to bring hackers to the court for trial.
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What should be regretted is that hackers have never been touched 
when the victims are community groups who hold demonstrations 
to protest certain policies. Some examples of the cases that have 
never been revealed until now were the hacking experienced by 
several former KPK employees, researchers from Indonesia Cor-
ruption Watch (ICW), and Ravio Patra. Ravio Patra had even ar-
rested on charges of inciting violence and spreading hatred through 
a messaging application, WhatsApp. 

In that case, Ravio was arrested on the grounds that he had violated 
Article 27 paragraph (3) of the ITE Law and Articles 310-311 of the 
Criminal Code. In fact, these provocative messages were sent after 
his device was hacked (The Indonesian Institute, 2021). In order to 
uncover the case, the Police only needed to reveal who was the real 
perpetrator of the hacking of Ravio, unfortunately this was never 
done.

The protection of the public to be able to freely express opinions is a 
basic right that has been protected by the Constitution. Therefore, 
there are several things to be able to fulfill this right so that there are 
no more hacking cases targeting demonstrators in Indonesia. First, 
the House of Representatives (Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat/DPR) to-
gether with the Government as the legislator must clearly describe 
the prohibition against hacking in the ITE Law.

The a quo law only provides one article related to hacking. The ITE 
Law should clarify its provisions by providing special procedural 
laws regulated in certain articles. Such a step must be taken by the 
Police as law enforcers if there is a misuse of the device after being 
hacked, as experienced by Ravio Patra.

Second, the Police as law enforcers must be able to resolve hacking 
cases experienced by the community. The Cyber Crime Division 
of the Indonesian National Police must provide an understanding 
related to new criminal acts that occur in the digital space for each 
of its personnel down to the smallest unit in the Sub-District Po-
lice (Kepolisian Sektor/Polsek). This is needed so that the human 
resources within the Indonesian National Police have the same un-
derstanding to be able to resolve cases related to hacking and the 
steps that must be taken to be able to solve them.

- Hemi Lavour Febrinandez -
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The Ethical Problems 

of the Corruption Eradication Commission’s Leaders

The Corruption Eradication Commission (Komisi Pemberantasan 
Korupsi/KPK) has again become a topic of discussions in the com-
munity. But, but the discussions that have arisen are not related to 
the increasing number of arrest operations (OTTs) or the effective-
ness of prevention efforts carried out by the agency. This time the 
public has highlighted the ethical violation that was again commit-
ted by one of the KPK leaders, Lili Pintauli. There is an allegation of 
gratification committed by Lili Pintauli. The report on the suspicion 
was received by the KPK Supervisory Council (Dewan Pengawas/
Dewas) in mid-April 2022.

Lili Pintauli was reported to the KPK Council regarding the alleged 
violation of the code of ethics in the forms of receiving facilities to 
watch the Mandalika MotoGP, which was held in March 2022. Lili 
allegedly received gratuities in the forms of hotel accommodations 
and tickets to watch the Mandalika MotoGP from one of the State-
Owned Enterprises (Badan Usaha Milik Negara/BUMN) (kompas. 
com, 14/4/2022). Until now, the Council is still studying the com-
plaint, and there is still no decision on the matter. The allegation 
of ethical violations committed by Lili Pintauli really must be taken 
seriously. Not only because this is a gratification case that should be 
the task of the KPK to eradicate it, but it must also be remembered 
that previously Lili was also proven to have committed ethical viola-
tions.

On August 30, 2021, the KPK Council announced that Lili was le-
gally and convincingly proven to have violated ethics. She was sanc-
tioned for two reasons; namely, the abuse of influence for personal 
gains and her relationship with someone who had litigation and was 
being processed by KPK. At that time, Lili was declared to have vio-
lated Article 4 Paragraph 2 Letters b and a of the Regulation of the 
KPK Supervisory Board Number 2/2020 concerning the Enforce-
ment of Ethics and the Code of Conduct of KPK. He was sentenced 
to a 40 percent salary cut for 12 months (tirto.id, 14/4/2021).
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The verdict actually showed that the KPK Council was not firm in 
carrying out ethical enforcement efforts within the institution.

Through the evidence of ethical violations, the KPK Council should 
provide a recommendation to conduct an investigation into the al-
leged violations of Article 36 of Law Number 30/2002 in conjunc-
tion with Law Number 19/2019 concerning the Corruption Erad-
ication Commission (KPK Law). Article a quo prohibits the KPK 
leadership from having direct or indirect relationships with suspects 
or other parties related to corruption cases handled by the KPK for 
any reasons. The penalty for this violation is five years in prison in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 65 of the KPK Law.

Lili Pintauli is not the only KPK leader who has been sanctioned by 
the Council for ethical violations. In 2020, the Chair of KPK, Firli 
Bahuri, was found guilty of violating the code of ethics for renting 
a helicopter while traveling with his wife and two children for pri-
vate trips from Palembang to Baturaja return on 20 June 2020 and 
from Palembang to Jakarta on 21 June 2020 (Hukumonline.com, 
24/9/2020). The ethical violations committed by the two KPK 
leaders have not only tarnished their names personally but have also 
contributed to the tainted face of the KPK in the eyes of the public.

Re-organizing the KPK
An indicator survey related to the level of trust in state institutions 
shows that public trust in KPK tends to decline. In the survey re-
sults released in January 2022, KPK ranked fourth as an institution 
trusted by the public at a level of 71.7%. These results look bad if 
we compare it with the survey results in September 2018 at a level 
of 84.8% and in February 2019 at a level of 80.5% (katadata.co.id, 
6/4/2022). The revision of KPK Law in 2019 that drew public pro-
tests and rejection was one of the factors that led to the decline in 
public trust in the KPK.

The National Insight Test (Tes Wawasan Kebangsaan/TWK), which 
sacked several KPK employees, and a series of violations of the code 
of ethics by the leadership of the institution should be suspected as 
factors contributing to the decline in public trust in the KPK. The 
institution, which was built with the passion to eradicate corruption 
and the integrity of its employees, has been tainted by the shameful 
actions of some of its leaders.
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It is difficult to make efforts to eradicate corruption when the lead-
ers who are one of the main pillars supporting the KPK have proven 
to have committed acts without integrity. This cannot be underes-
timated, because if even one pillar collapses, this can bring down the 
entire KPK institution. Therefore, there are several tactical steps to 
resolve the tangled knots that have arisen due to the ethical viola-
tions within the KPK.

The first one is the community involvement in the process of test-
ing and selecting KPK leaders. Article 30 Paragraph (6) of the KPK 
Law does provide space for the public to provide comments regard-
ing the names of the candidates for the KPK leadership. However, 
there is no transparency as to how far the input provided is used by 
the House of Representatives (Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat/DPR) as 
the material for consideration in the process of selecting the KPK 
leadership.

In order to maximize community involvement in the process of se-
lecting candidates for KPK leadership, the House of Representatives 
openly conveys its considerations based on a list of inputs provided 
by the community. Through this, the election of KPK leaders who 
have had problems in the past or who have the potential to commit 
ethical or criminal violations can be prevented.

The second one is the increasing the role of the KPK Council in deal-
ing with alleged ethical violations. Not only receiving public reports, 
the KPK Council must also show its commitment to maintaining 
the integrity of its institutions by providing proportional sanctions. 
If there are allegations of ethical violations ,and it turns out that 
there is a criminal element, there must be a recommendation from 
the KPK Council to be able to carry out law enforcement efforts on 
the matter.

-  Hemi Lavour Febrinandez  -
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Encouraging PDIP 
to Promote Women’s Political Narratives

In recent times, the scarcity of cooking oil and the high prices of 
cooking oil have attracted public attention. In fact, in April 2022, 
hundreds of students who were members of the All-Indonesian 
Student Executive Board (BEM SI) demonstrated in front of the 
House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia (DPR RI) 
and the People’s Consultative Assembly of the Republic of Indone-
sia (MPR RI), calling for lower cooking oil prices, as well as following 
up on the alleged existence of cooking oil mafia.

The problem of scarcity and the price of expensive cooking oil have 
made a number of political elites issue comments. One of them is 
Megawati Soekarnoputri, the Chair of the Indonesian Democratic 
Party of Struggle (PDIP). On March 18, 2022, the Chair of PDIP 
admitted that she was surprised if women were willing to queue up 
to buy cooking oil. Megawati also questioned whether women ev-
ery day only fried until cooking oil become scarce. In fact, according 
to Megawati, there are many other ways besides frying food, such 
as boiling, grilling, or steaming (Suara.com, 21/04/2022).

A month later, Megawati again commented that she was surprised 
to see the phenomenon of mothers crowding for the Eid clothes 
shopping. In fact, prior to this phenomenon, women were willing to 
queue to get cooking oil, especially at low prices. The two opposite 
phenomena according to Megawati need to be studied (Suara.com, 
21/04/2022).

Contradictory Narratives
There are interesting things that can be seen from Megawati’s 
statement because so far, PDIP has always been famous for its jar-
gon, namely “the party of the poor people”. However, Megawati’s 
statement regarding women queuing for cheap cooking oil is con-
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trary to the image that has been formed by PDIP. In addition, Mega-
wati’s statement as a female figure and leader is also considered 
insensitive to what women feel, in this context women. Therefore, 
if it is not immediately addressed, this will make the public question 
the image of the PDIP, which is pro to the “poor people” as well 
as women. Furthermore, this is also allegedly an obstacle for Puan 
Maharani, who is predicted to be endorsed by PDIP.

There are two things that PDIP and Puan Maharani need to do to 
overcome these problems and to prepare for the upcoming 2024 
elections. First, as the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Puan Maharani can encourage the passage of laws that are closely 
related to the interests of women. In the April 2022 issue of In-
donesia Volume XVI Update, No.4, with the title “The Election of 
the Anti-Feminist Yoon Suk-Yeol as President of South Korea”, it is 
explained that there are a number of laws related to the protection 
of women that need to be encouraged.

First, the Domestic Workers Protection Bill (RUU PPRT). In fact, 
this Bill has been around since 2004. However, until now the PPRT 
Bill has not been passed. According to the data from the National 
Network of Domestic Worker Advocacy (JALA PRT) in the pe-
riod 2015 to 2019, there were at least 2,148 cases experienced by 
domestic workers in various forms, such as physical, psychological, 
and economic violence. Not infrequently, domestic workers expe-
rience layered violence that leads to death. Cases of violence are 
just one of the various problems experienced by workers. There are 
many other problems, such as unpaid wages, and inhuman working 
time, as well as a very heavy workload (Komnas Perempuan, 2021).

Second, the Mother and Child Welfare Bill. This Bill was born 
based on the fact that there is still a high Maternal Mortality Rate 
(AKI) and Infant Mortality Rate (AKB), so it requires the active 
role of the government in lowering the numbers through legislation. 
In addition, the Mother and Child Welfare Bill is important to be 
passed immediately considering that Law No. 4/1979 concerning 
Child Welfare is considered outdated and needs to be updated.

Third, the Gender Equality and Justice Bill. In 2000, President Ab-
durahman Wahid issued Presidential Instruction No. 9 /2000 on 
Gender Mainstreaming in Development (Inpres PUG). However, 
this principle is still not optimal. In addition, some of the regulations 
made also do not fully pay attention to gender perspectives. For 
this reason, it is important to create a higher legal umbrella; that is, 
through the passage of laws on Gender Equality and Justice.
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Not only pushing for the ratification of laws, as the Speaker of the 
DPR RI and the Chair of the party with the largest number of DPR 
RI seats, Puan Maharani and PDIP can push for a number of laws 
that need to be revised because they are detrimental to women. 
The first one is Law Number 11/2008 concerning Information and 
Electronic Transactions (UU ITE). There are several articles in the 
ITE Law, which are considered detrimental to women; for example, 
Komnas Perempuan’s annual records for 2021 showed a sharp spike 
in the number of reporting cases of gender-based violence against 
women in cyberspace. The most reported cases were threats and 
acts of distributing sexually charged photos or videos, which result-
ed in the victim being humiliated and even at risk of facing the law 
as suspected violators of the ITE Law and the Pornography Law.

The second is Law Number 1/1974 concerning Marriage. Although 
the Marriage Law has been revised to become Law Number 16/2019 
concerning Marriage, Article 31 paragraph 3, which reads “The hus-
band is the head of the family and the wife of the housewife” has not 
been revised, so the applicable law is still Law No. 1/1974 concern-
ing Marriage. In fact, according to the data from the Ministry of 
Women’s Empowerment and Child Protection (KPPPA) in 2020, 
it is explained that there were 15.46 percent of women as heads of 
families (KPPPA, 2021).

After successfully demonstrating as a party and presidential can-
didate that can carry women’s aspirations, Puan Maharani togeth-
er with PDIP should be able to reintroduce the political jargon of 
“women choose women”, event though in previous experience, 
this jargon had not been proven to be an effective strategy to in-
crease women’s political representation in politics. This jargon de-
parts from a narrative that is built on the understanding that only 
women can address the interests of women. Philip (1995) states 
that political ideas arise because of political presence.

By pushing for the ratification of laws related to women and also 
supporting the revision of laws that are considered detrimental to 
women, as well as reintroducing the narrative of “women vote for 
women”, Puan Maharani together with PDIP should be able to win 
over the hearts and minds of female voters who in the 2019 general 
election amounted to 96,557,044 selector. This is important con-
sidering that PDIP is the only party in the DPR RI whose Chair is a 
woman. In addition, this can also be a strength for Puan Maharani 
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because she is the only female presidential candidate who is the 
most serious and possible to run in the 2024 presidential elections.

-  Ahmad Hidayah   -

Politics

Megawati’s statement 
regarding the cooking 
oil polemics is allegedly 
detrimental to PDIP and 
Puan Maharani as the 
only serious potential 
woman presidential 
candidate in the 2024 
Presidential Elections. 
Therefore, PDIP needs to 
immediately neutralize 
political blunders, 
This can be done by 
positioning itself as a 
party that is close to the 
people and pro to the 
interests of women.



27The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.5 - May 2022

Keeping the Labor Party Momentum

1 May is celebrated as the World Labor Day, or often known 
as May Day. Historically, in 1889, an international federation of 
socialist groups and trade unions made 1 May a day to support 
workers. This could be seen from the many labor movements in 
the 19th century that demanded workers’ rights in the United 
States (Detik.com, 01/05/2022). In Indonesia, to respect the 
work of the workers, the government has made Labor Day a 
national holiday. Therefore, every 1 May in Indonesia is also a 
moment for workers’ groups to voice their aspirations.

In 2022, the Labor Party together with the Indonesian Labor 
Movement are calling for 16 demands, including rejecting the 
omnibus law of the Job Creation Law; reducing the prices of 
basic commodities, fuel oil (BBM), and gas; ratifying the Bill on 
the Protection of Domestic Workers (RUU PPRT); refusing low 
wages; removing outsourcing; refusing to increase the VAT tax; 
ratifying the Draft Government Regulation (RPP) for the Protec-
tion of ABK and Migrant Workers; refusing to reduce the par-
ticipants of the Health Insurance Contribution Assistance (PBI) 
participants; achieving food sovereignty and agrarian reform; 
stopping discrimination against farmers; lowering tuition fees 
and freeing 15 years of compulsory education; appointing teach-
ers and honorary staff to become Civil Servants (PNS); empow-
ering the informal sector; carrying out the elections on February 
14, 2024 in a fair manner and without money politics; redistrib-
uting wealth equitably by adding social security programs (food 
security, housing, unemployment, education, and clean water); 
and preventing people from starving in a rich country (Kontan.
co.id, 06/05/2022). 

Labor Party Presence
The demands of the labor groups through a number of actions 
have not always been accommodated by the state. For this rea-
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son, there have been transformations of trade unions into labor 
parties in a number of countries. For example, the Labor party 
in Great Britain, which at that time was called the Independent 
Labor Party, was born in 1893 because the liberals were consid-
ered reluctant to endorse candidates from the working middle 
class, which at that time were increasing in numbers and became 
the majority vote. At that time, the Independent Labor Party 
was affiliated with several labor groups (Tirto.id, 27/02/2021). 
Until now, the Labor Party in Great Britain still exists. In the last 
election of Great Britain, the British Labor Party led by James 
Corbyn won 32.1% of the vote, or 202 seats in the British Parlia-
ment.

Not much different from the UK, the birth of the labor party in 
Indonesia was also based on the agreement of a number of labor 
organizations to start fighting for their cause in the Parliament. 
Said Iqbal, the Chair of the Labor Party and President of the 
Confederation of Indonesian Trade Unions (KSPI) said that the 
crushing defeat of workers, farmers, fishermen, teachers, envi-
ronmental activists, in the ratification of Law Number 11 of 2020 
concerning job creation has become the main spirit for reviving 
the current Labor Party. As it is known that despite strong pro-
tests and large-scale mass action from a number of circles, the 
Indonesian House of Representatives (DPR) still passed the job 
creation law (Detik.com, 19/10/2021). This means that the birth 
of the labor party in Indonesia has a strong foundation and the 
right momentum.

Encouraging the Passing of Labor-Related Laws
As previously explained that in the 16 demands of the labor 
party, two of them are related to the law; namely, rejecting the 
omnibus law of the Job Creation Law and encouraging the rati-
fication of the PPRT Bill. However, there are a number of other 
bills that the Labor Party can push that relate to the interests of 
labor groups.

The first one is the Bill on Amendments to Law Number 5/2014 
concerning State Civil Apparatus. In this bill, there are several 
articles that explain the appointment to become a Civil Servant 
(PNS). By pushing for the ratification of the bill, the Labor Party 
can bring up issues related to the number of honorary workers 
who have not yet been appointed as civil servants.

Second, the Indonesian House of Representatives is currently 
discussing the Bill on the Protection of Honorary Workers and 
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Freelancers (Pramubakti). Therefore, the labor party can push 
for discussions and ratification of the bill, because until now 
there has been no discussion even though it has been included in 
the National Legislation Program (Prolegnas).

The third one is to encourage discussions and ratification of 
the Bill on Social Protection and Assistance. The ratification of 
this bill is considered important and closely related to the labor 
group, because it can provide a higher legal umbrella related to 
social assistance. In addition, the Labor Party can also link this 
bill with one of the demands of the labor group; namely, refusing 
to reduce the participants of the Health Insurance Contribution 
Assistance (PBI) participants.

The fourth one is to encourage discussions and ratification of 
the Bill on Agricultural and Plantation Workers. This bill departs 
from the understanding that Indonesia, which is one of the larg-
est palm oil producing countries in the world, generates for-
eign exchange from palm oil at around IDR 289 trillion, but the 
achievements of the palm oil industry are inversely proportional 
to the conditions of workers working in oil palm plantations. The 
workers do not get social security, and the companies set targets 
unilaterally that must be achieved by palm oil workers. The work 
targets are set by the companies without studies that consider 
the types and workloads with the abilities of the workers (Hu-
kumonline.com, 22/07/2020). Seeing the importance of this bill 
for agricultural and plantation workers, the Labor Party should 
naturally encourage the discussions and ratification of the bill on 
agricultural and plantation workers.

The fifth one is the Bill on Labor Supervision, which functions 
to protect workers/labor for welfare, work safety, occupational 
health, morality, maintenance of work morale, and treatment in 
accordance with human dignity.

By pushing for the ratification of the PPRT Bill, which has not 
been passed since 2004, the Labor Party can at least win over 
domestic workers, whose number is estimated to reach 5 mil-
lion domestic workers by 2022 (tribunnews.com, 8/02/2022). 
In addition, through the encouragement for discussions and rati-
fication of the Bill on Agricultural and Plantation Workers, it is 
hoped that the Labor Party can win the hearts of agricultural and 
plantation workers, whom are estimated to reach 128.45 million 
people in 2020 (BPS, 2020).
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Not only encouraging the discussions and ratification of laws re-
lated to workers’ interests, the Labor Party can also use the rati-
fication of the bill as a campaign narrative and political promise. 
That way, the Labor Party at least does not have to wait every 1 
May for the momentum of the Labor Party but can make issues 
such as the PPRT Bill and the Bill on Agricultural and Plantation 
Labor as issues that are continuously pushed so that every day 
can be a momentum for the Labor Party.

- Ahmad Hidayah   -   
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24 Years of Reform and the Promises 
of Settlement of Human Rights Violations Cases 

That Are Always Delayed

The riots that had ethnic, religious, and racial nuance (SARA) 
occurred on 13-15 May 1998 in Jakarta and a number of cities in 
Indonesia. These riots were triggered by the shootings of four 
Trisakti University students on May 12, 1998 who were holding a 
peaceful demonstration demanding reforms in Indonesia.

According to a report from the Joint Fact Finding Team (TGPF) 
in the May 1998 Riot case, it was found that there were dif-
ferences in the number of victims who died and were injured 
from several sources. For example, according to the data from 
the Volunteer Team for Humanity (TRUK) in DKI Jakarta, it 
was found that 1190 people were burned, 27 people were hit by 
weapons/and others, and 91 were injured. Meanwhile, accord-
ing to the data from the Regional Police (Polda) of Metro Jaya, it 
was found that 451 people died and that the injured victims were 
not recorded (Komnas Perempuan, 1999).

Still in the TGPF report, according to the data from the Jaya 
Regional Military Command (Kodam), it was found that 463 
people died, including security forces and that 69 people were 
injured. Meanwhile, according to data from the DKI Jakarta Re-
gional Government, it was found that 288 people died and that 
101 were injured. In cities other than Jakarta, the number of vic-
tims also varied. According to the Police data, 30 people died, 
131 people were injured, and 27 people were burned. Acoording 
to data from the Volunteer Team, 33 died and 74 were injured.

In addition, the TGPF also found sexual violence during the May 
1998 riots. Although not all victims of sexual violence were from 
Chinese ethnicity, most of the sexual violence cases in the May 
1998 riots involved Chinese Indonesian womes as victims. The 
victims of sexual violence were also from cross-social classes.
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The Volunteer Team for Violence against Women recorded that 
the number of rape victims in Jakarta and its surroundings in the 
period 12 May - 2 June 1998 reached 152 people. 20 of whom 
died. The details were the rape victims of 103 people, the rape 
and abuse victims of 26 people, the rape and burning victims of 
9 people, and the sexual harassment victims of 14 people. These 
figures are different from the records of the Joint Fact Finding 
Team (TGPF) formed by the government; namely, 85 victims of 
sexual violence. 52 of whom were rape victims (voaindonesia.
com, 15/52022).

The verification of rape cases conducted by TGPF referred to 
the facts from victims and the Indonesian Doctors Association 
(IDI) (15 people) and to the facts from families, witnesses, psy-
chologists, and  companions (37 people). Komnas Perempuan 
also estimated that the number of rape victims in May 1998 was 
more than that of the TGPF report. The reason was that the 
trauma of women victims and their families kept them silent, 
so not all rapes were documented by TGPF (voaindonesia.com, 
15/52022).

According to these reports, the May 1998 riots were violations 
of Human Rights (HAM). Until now, the case has not been re-
solved.

The Progress of the Settlement of Human Rights Viola-
tion Cases
The resolution of the 1998 riot case has yet to find any signifi-
cant progress. The same thing also happened to other cases of 
serious human rights violations that occurred in the past, such 
as the 1965 Tragedy, the mysterious shootings of the 1980s, the 
Talangsari Incident, the enforced disappearances before the Re-
form era, the Trisakti Incident, the Semanggi I incident, and the 
Semanggi II incident.

In fact, as we all know, there is a legal umbrella that states 
that the settlement of serious human rights cases can be done 
through the ad hoc courts, as mandated in Law No. 26/2000 on 
the Human Rights Courts. However, after going through several 
changes of government in the Reform era, this had failed to ma-
terialize. The reason is that the investigation files conducted by 
the National Human Rights Commission (Komnas) had been re-
turned by the Attorney General’s Office because it was deemed 
ot to meet the investigation requirements.
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In 2020, the sluggish performance of the Attorney General’s Of-
fice was highlighted by President Joko Widodo (Jokowi). At that 
time, Jokowi asked the Prosecutor’s Office to resolve the cases 
of past human rights violations that had not been resolved. This 
was then responded by the Attorney General by forming a Spe-
cial Team for the Completion of Allegations of Serious Human 
Rights Violations or the Human Rights Timsus (liputan6.com, 
30/12/2020). However, until 2021, the team did not bring any 
progress to the settlement of cases of human rights violations.

Deputy Attorney General for Special Crimes (Jampidsus) Ali 
Mukartono said that there were no cases that could be followed 
up through the judicial route because Komnas HAM did not ful-
fill the instructions given by the AGO, both the formal and mate-
rial requirements. In fact, the Coordinator of the Human Rights 
Team who is also the Director of Serious Human Rights Vio-
lations of the Attorney General’s Office, Yuspar, had proposed 
to the government to resolve it through non-judicial channels 
(mediaindonesia.com, 4/5/2021). The absence of progress in the 
settlement of cases of human rights violations has continued to 
this day.

The Commissioner for Monitoring and Investigation of the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission, Amiruddin Al Rahab, said 
that there had been no new developments in resolving the cases 
of human rights violations in 1998, including the cases of rapes. 
According to him, the results of the Komnas HAM investiga-
tions had been submitted to the Attorney General last year. Pre-
viously, the case files had been returned by the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office to Komnas HAM because they were considered 
incomplete (voaindonesia.com, 15/52022).

Amiruddin added that his institution had also met with President 
Joko Widodo to discuss the cases of past human rights viola-
tions, including the 1998 incident in December 2021. Komnas 
HAM ha asked the President to pay attention to the cases of hu-
man rights violations so that the victims and the victims’ families 
will get justice and legal certainty. Amir said that the President 
said he would take new steps in handling the cases of past human 
rights violations. However, there have been no further develop-
ments after the meeting at the end of last year (voaindonesia.
com, 15/52022).

Politics



34The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.5 - May 2022

Furthermore, apart from the judicial or human rights courts, the 
settlement of human rights violations can also be done through 
non-judicial or out-of-court channels. The settlement of human 
rights violations outside the court is carried out through recon-
ciliation.

Previously, Indonesia had Law No. 27/2004 on the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (UU TRC). However, before this 
Law was fully implemented, in 2006, the Constitutional Court 
(MK) canceled it, because it was considered contrary to the 1945 
Constitution. The cancellation of the TRC Law was recorded 
in the decision of the Constitutional Court (MK) Number 006/
PUUIV/2006. According to the decision, the cancellation of the 
TRC Law was carried out in accordance with the results of a 
judicial review of a number of articles contained in the legislation 
product (indonesia.go.id, 16/12/2019).

The judicial review of the TRC Law was filed on March 28, 2006 
by eight people from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
and victims of past human rights violations. They were the In-
stitute for Community Studies and Advocacy, the Commission 
for Missing Persons and Acts of Violence (KontraS), Solidaritas 
Nusa Bangsa (SNB), Imparsial, Research Institute for Victims 
of Incident 65, Institute for the Rehabilitation of Victims of the 
New Order Regime, and victims of kidnapping activists and vic-
tims of Incident 65. (indonesia.go.id, 16/12/2019).

Recommendations
The settlement of cases of past gross human rights violations has 
not yet come to light in the 24th year of reform. The settlement 
through the judicial route remains in place. On the other hand, 
the offer of an out-of-court or non-judicial settlement through 
reconciliation is deemed to have failed to fulfill the aspect of jus-
tice for the victims.

Ideally, reconciliation should be preceded by the disclosure of the 
truth and legal certainty of the perpetrators. Prioritizing the rec-
onciliation process without revealing the truth and legal certain-
ty is the same as forcing the families of the victims to forget the 
gross human rights violations that have befallen their families.

In fact, reconciliation is expected to heal the wounds of the vic-
tims, repair past injustices and build non-violent relations be-
tween individuals and the state in the future (IDEA, 2003).

Politics
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Therefore, paying attention to the problems above, there are 
several things that should be noted. First, to encourage the Gov-
ernment and the House of Representatives (DPR) to remain 
committed to resolving cases of past gross human rights viola-
tions through the courts. This is in accordance with the man-
date of Law No. 26/2000 to establish an Ad Hoc Human Rights 
Court. The settlement through the courts must be the govern-
ment’s top priority in the cases of past human rights violations.

Second, to encourage the Attorney General’s Office together 
with Komnas HAM to cooperate professionally in completing 
investigations into cases of past gross human rights violations.

Third, to encourage the Coordinating Ministry for Political, 
Legal and Security Affairs (Kemenko Polhukam) together with 
Komnas HAM to reveal the truth about past serious violations. 
This is important because an out-of-court settlement must be 
preceded by revealing the truth about past gross human rights 
violations. The disclosure of the truth is carried out transparent-
ly to the public. The government must reveal the chronologies 
and the perpetrators considered responsible for the incidents of 
human rights violations.

Fourth, to encourage Komnas HAM together with the Minis-
try of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology to pro-
vide space in the historical document of the nation’s journey so 
that cases of human rights violations do not become taboo and 
closed. This will be a lesson for future governments that there 
have been mistakes made by the state in the past.

Fifth, encourage Komnas HAM to facilitate the reconciliation 
process so that victims can go through the phase of accepting 
reality to forgiving perpetrators of human rights violators.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono   -   

The settlement of cases 
of past gross human 
rights violations has not 
yet come to light until 
twenty-four years of 
reform. The settlement 
through the judicial route 
remains in place. On 
the other hand, the offer 
of an out-of-court or 
non-judicial settlement 
through reconciliation is 
deemed to have failed to 
fulfill the aspect of justice 
for the victims.
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) )is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of  becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers.

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, political, and legal affairs. The main 
activities which have been conducted by TII in order to achieve our 
vision and mission, are: research, surveys, facilitation and advocacy 
through training and working groups, public discussions, public 
education, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana” or Discourses), 
monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” in Indonesian and “The 
Indonesian Update” in English), mid-year policy analysis (“Policy 
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Assessment”), annual policy analysis (“Indonesian Report”), 
and monthly discussion forum on policy issues (“The Indonesian 
Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Institutional Profile



38The Indonesian Update  — Volume XVI, No.5 - May 2022

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Economy plays an important role as one 
of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources have 
often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing economic 
policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality 
of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to conduct 
comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the 
studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will 
be continued until the policy evaluation process.

TII focus on economic issues, such as monetary policy and fiscal policy, as 
well as issues on sustainable development by using analysis which refer to 
economic freedom principles. Monetary issues will focus on the Indonesian 
Central Bank to maintain economic stability, both regarding inflation and 
exchange rate. Meanwhile, fiscal policy will focus on the discussions over 
the National Budget and infrastructure development both in the regions 
and in the cities. In relation to sustainable development, TII research is 
focusing on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development, 
and development gap. In addition, TII also upholds economic freedom 
principles in highlighting the importance of individual freedom and 
involvement of private sectors in increasing development and improving 
welfare in Indonesia. 

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with academic paper. This 
stipulation is also confirmed in Law No. 15 Year 2019 on the Amendment of 
Law No. 12 Year 2011 regarding the Formulation of Laws and Regulations. 

Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation both from academic and content 
aspects. Furthermore, academic paper also functions as an early tracking 
over possibilities of overlapping laws and regulations, so that revocation 
of local regulations or other related issues which can be caused by legal, 
economic, or political aspects in the future, can be minimized as soon as 
possible.

TII offers normative and legal research related to harmonization and 
synchronization of laws and regulations, especially in making academic 
papers, legal opinion on harmonization and synchronization of laws and 
regulations, and legislative drafting for the formulation of local regulations 
bill drafts or other laws and regulations.  In addition, TII also offers openly 
research on other legal issues related to Constitutional Law and Public 
Administration, Human Rights, and Political Corruption. 

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

The enactment of Law No. 23 Year 2014 on the latest regulation on the 
Local Government, has created different relations between the Central 
Government and the Local Government. Entering the era of Bureaucracy 
Reform, specification of division of affairs of the Central Government and 
the Local Government has increasingly demanded the implementation of 
good governance principles. The government is demanded to be adaptive 
and responsive towards public aspiration and services.  Therefore, public 
policy research become more important for both the Central Government 
and the Local Government to analyse context and current issues in the 
regions. The government must also consider various actors whether 
political actors or bureaucrats, as well as public’s aspiration and other non-
state actor in policy processes. 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offer 
policy assessment on various policies which were already applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economy, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist government in formulating policies which are in line with context, 
priorities, and people’s aspiration. TII also offers various breakthrough 
of transformative policies according to existing contexts in particular 
and Open Government principles’ implementation in general, in order to 
increase public participation in policy processes, particularly in the era of 
the openness of public information. 

Political Research Division of TII provide analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policy in the strengthening 
of democracy and the establishment of good governance both at the 
national and local levels. Political research forms are offered by TII (1) 
Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, (3) Mapping & 
Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment Research, (5) Survey 
Indicator. 

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, 
the businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society 
to improve social development. Social analysis is important to identify 
strategic issues which are developing and to make the right stakeholders’ 
mapping to promote significant change in the context of development, 
public policy, and democracy in Indonesia.

The Social Research Division is present to offer strong and valid 
recommendations to produce strategic, relevant, efficient and effective, 
and impactful policies, in addressing to existing various issues. For example, 
issues related to education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly. Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy 
Analysis; (2) Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning 
Research; (4) Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation 
Research; and (5) Indicator Survey.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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PRE-ELECTION AND 
REGIONAL HEAD ELECTION

One of the activities carried out and offered by TII is a pre-election 
survey as well as a pre-election and regional head election. The reasons 
underlying the implementation of pre-election and regional head election 
surveys, namely: (1) A good election is a democratic process that can be 
arranged, calculated, and predicted in the resulting process; (2) Survey 
is one of the important and common discussions to measure, calculate, 
and predict how the process and results of the General Election and the 
Regional Head Election will take place, in accordance to the expectations 
of the candidates; (3) It is very important to win in the General Election 
and the Regional Head Election based on empirical, scientific, measurable 
and supportable data.

As one of the important aspects of a strategic candidate’s election, the 
survey is useful for monitoring political power. In this case, the success 
team needs to conduct a survey for: (1) mapping the candidate’s 
position in public perception; (2) mapping voters’ desires; (3) 
publishing the most effective political machinery used as voters; 
and (4) Looking for the most effective medium for the campaign.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed and experienced offered 
by TII is a qualitative evaluation of the projects and programs of non-
governmental organizations and government. Evaluation activities are 
offered TII stages of mid-term evaluation of the project/program (mid-
term evaluation) and also the final evaluation at the end of the project/
program (final evaluation).

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of 
a project or program. Mid-Term Evaluation of the project or program is 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the project or program, and make recommendations for the 
continuity of the project or program. Meanwhile, the final evaluation 
allows us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons learned to 
ensure the achievement of all the objectives of the project or program at 
the end of the project or program.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  

.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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