
Law
The PeduliLindungi and eHAC Application Data Leak Vulnerability 

Anticipating Problems on the Social Media in the Simultaneous Elections in 2024 

Social

Designing a Personal Data Protection Authority Agency 

Politics

Presenting the State in the Protection of Domestic Workers 

Observing the Readiness of Schools and Universities to Realize the Independent Learning Program 
The Commitment to Handling Cyberbullying in Indonesia 

The Pesantren Endowment Fund: Not Just a Santri Day Gift 
National Economic Recovery through Agricultural Programs 

 
Economics

 

 Main Report:  
 Political Corruption Emergency

Volume XV, No. 10 - October 2021
ISSN   1979-1976

Monthly Review on Economic, Legal, Security, Political, and Social Affairs



FOREWORD  ................................................................ 1

MAIN REPORT

Political Corruption Emergency .......................................... 3

ECONOMICS

The Pesantren Endowment Fund: Not Just a Santri Day Gift . 8
National Economic Recovery through Agricultural Programs .. 12

LAW

The PeduliLindungi and eHAC Application Data Leak Vulnerability 16

Designing a Personal Data Protection Authority Agency ......... 20

POLITICS

Anticipating Problems on the Social Media in the Simultaneous 

Elections in 2024 .............................................................. 24

Presenting the State in the Protection of Domestic Workers ... 28

SOCIAL

Observing the Readiness of Schools and Universities to 

Realize the Independent Learning Program............................ 32

The Commitment to Handling Cyberbullying in Indonesia ...... 37

CONTENTS

ISSN  1979-1976



INSTITUTIONAL PROFILE ........................................ 41

RESEARCH PROGRAMS, SURVEY AND EVALUATION 43
PUBLIC DISCUSSION ................................................. 47
TRAINING & WORKING GROUP FACILITATION ... 48

Contributors :  
Arfianto Purbolaksono (Coordinator), Ahmad Hidayah,                                           

Hemi Lavour  Febrinandez, Nuri Resti Chayyani, Nisaaul Muthiah.                 

Editor: Awan Wibowo Laksono Poesoro 



1The Indonesian Update  — Volume XV, No.10 - October 2021

The October 2021 edition of the Indonesian Update features a main report on 
the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) that named  Deputy Speaker of 
the House of Representatives (DPR) Azis Syamsuddin a suspect in a corruption 
case. The Azis case also illustrates the influence of a political official in the 
handling of corruption cases by anti-corruption institutions in Indonesia. It also 
provides a warning that the country is in a political corruption emergency.

In the economic field, the Indonesian Update discusses the pesantren 
endowment fund, which is a fund that is specifically allocated for pesantren 
and is designed to ensure the continuity of education development. In addition, 
we also discuss the National Economic Recovery Program (PEN), which 
concentrates on workers in the agricultural sector. The livelihoods of farmers 
who are vulnerable due to the pandemic also need to be considered.

In the legal field, the Indonesian Update raises the issue of the absence of a 
clear legal basis for the use of the PeduliLindung application, which has created 
confusion for users when experiencing a breach of personal data. In addition, 
we also discuss the dynamics of the discussion on the personal data protection 
supervisory authority, which will be formed if the Personal Data Protection 
Bill has been passed. This authority in general has the main task and function 
to carry out supervision to carry out the mechanism for imposing sanctions if 
there has been a violation of personal data.

In the political field, the Indonesian Update raises issues that occur in the realm 
of social media in elections in Indonesia, which make election administrators 
need to evaluate the existing regulations. This is in preparation for the 2024 
General Election. In addition, we also discuss the Draft Law on the Protection 
of Domestic Workers (RUU PPRT), which has not yet been ratified. The bill 
has been proposed since 2004.

In the social sector, the Indonesian Update addresses the phenomenon 
of cyberbullying in Indonesia, as well as the extent of the commitment of 
stakeholders to overcome and prevent it. In addition, we also discuss the 
readiness of schools and universities to realize the Independent Learning 
Program.

FOREWORD
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The monthly publication of the Indonesian Update with actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business institutions – as 
well as academics, think tanks, and elements of civil society, both at home 
and abroad, to obtain actual information and contextual analysis of economic 
conditions, political, social, and legal issues in Indonesia, as well as an 
understanding of public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.
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The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) had named Deputy 
Speaker of the House of Representatives (DPR) Azis Syamsuddin a 
suspect in the early hours of Saturday (25/9/2021). Azis is a suspect 
in the alleged corruption case of providing gifts or promises related 
to the handling of cases handled by the KPK in Central Lampung 
regency. This Golkar Party politician is suspected of giving a 
facilitation fee of Rp. 3.1 billion to then  KPK investigator Stepanus 
Robin to take care of the case in Central Lampung, which had 
dragged his name and another Golkar Party cadre; namely Aliza 
Gunado, whom is being investigated by the KPK (kompas.com, 
25/9). ).

Azis’ name was also involved in the bribery case against former 
KPK investigator from the Indonesian National Police Stepanus 
Robin Pattuju. This Golkar Party politician is known as the party 
who brought together Stepanus Robin and Mayor of Tanjung 
Balai M Syahrial (MS), whom is currently being investigated by 
anti-corruption agencies. They met at Azis Syamsuddin’s official 
residence in October 2020. During the meeting, Azis introduced 
Robin as a KPK investigator to Syahrial. Syahrial, who is Azis’ partner 
in the Golkar Party, was having problems with the investigation 
into the alleged corruption in the Tanjung Balai City Government 
(Pemkot) that the KPK was currently conducting (merdeka.com, 
24/9).

The Azis case has finally revealed the involvement of insiders within 
the KPK in handling a corruption case. This is known from the 
Minutes of Examination (BAP) of Regional Secretary of Tanjungbalai 
Yusmada. which was read by the prosecutor in the trial with the 
defendants, Stepanus Robin Pattuju and Maskur Husain, at the 
Jakarta Corruption Court (Tipikor), on Monday, October 4. The 
BAP contains a conversation between Yusmada and the inactive 
Tanjungbalai Mayor, M. Syahrial. Azis Syamsuddin allegedly has 

Political Corruption Emergency
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eight acquaintances at the Corruption Eradication Commission 
(KPK). These ‘insiders’ are thought to have been mobilized by Azis 
to assist in handling the case (cnnindonesia.com, 4/10).

The Azis case also adds to the opaque record of politicians 
produced by the democratic system that is entangled in corruption 
in Indonesia. Even in September 2020, the KPK stated that as many 
as 397 political officials had stumbled upon cases of criminal acts 
of corruption. The data were obtained from 2004 to May 2020. 
257 cases had ensnared members of the DPR/DPRD; 119 cases had 
involved Mayors or Regents; and 21 cases had entangled Governors 
(mediaindonesia.com, 30/9/2020).

The KPK data also show that corruption in the realm of political 
officials spreads across 27 of the 34 provinces. There are five 
provinces in the red zone; namely, West Java that occupies the 
first position, with 101 cases; followed by East Java with 94 cases; 
North Sumatra with 73 cases; Riau and Riau Islands with 64 cases; 
DKI Jakarta with 61 cases, and other provinces.

Referring to the Azis case, we can see how significant the influence 
of a political official in the handling of corruption cases by anti-
corruption institutions in Indonesia is. This is a warning that the 
country is in a political corruption emergency.

Political Corruption

According to the description of the case that has ensnared Azis 
Syamsuddin above, there are names of officials, politicians and 
even law enforcement officers who had been dragged into this case. 
This further proves that power has great potential to be abused. As 
the opinion of an anti-corruption expert from the United States, 
Robert Klitgaard (2000), who states that corruption can mean using 
position for personal gain.

The abuse of power in this case illustrates for the umpteenth time the 
involvement of public officials and political actors in the conspiracy 
of political corruption. The definition of political corruption itself is 
simply defined as corruption committed by people or parties who 
have political positions (Alkostar, 2007).

Amundsen (1999) says that political corruption occurs when 
political officials use their political power to maintain power, as well 
as their status and wealth. These political officials systematically 
abuse laws and other regulations, circumventing, ignoring them, or 
even adapting them to their interests.

Main Report
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Amundsen adds that political corruption is different from 
bureaucratic corruption. Bureaucratic corruption is corruption 
committed by decision-making officials at lower levels by violating 
public administration. Meanwhile, political corruption is usually 
carried out by the highest level of government officials.

In the Azis case, political corruption was carried out in the form 
of bribery. Bribery is defined as the abuse of power and authority 
in exchange for personal gain. The abuse of power and authority 
can be carried out in two ways; namely, first, the abuse of power 
and authority to speed up procedures in accordance with the law. 
Second, the abuse of power and authority to speed up procedures 
that are against the law (Aktan, 2015).

According to the opinion above, the actual political corruption in 
the Azis case is the use of the influence of political officials’ power 
that is contrary to the law to obtain personal gain. This situation 
is further exacerbated by the fact that Azis is a political official 
produced by the democratic system through general elections 
(Pemilu) in Indonesia.

Corruption and Democracy

As mentioned in the previous section, many corruption cases have 
involved political officials resulting from elections.

According to the opinion of a political scientist from Yale University, 
Susan Rose-Ackerman (1999), democracy with an electoral system 
is not always a cure for corruption eradication. On the other hand, 
electoral practices are more susceptible to the influence of special 
interest groups that use their power to commit corruption. Another 
choice of group tactics is to influence the political system.

In all democracies, ideally competitive elections would help to limit 
corruption because opposition candidates have incentives to expose 
corrupt incumbents. However, the need to win votes has pushed 
politicians to incur higher campaign costs by allocating their money 
to giving money to voters. The practice of money politics then 
contributes to the destruction of the democratic system (Rose-
Ackerman, 1999).

According to the opinion above, the problem of political corruption 
must be seen from upstream to downstream, not only from the issue 
of legal actions taken by political officials, but also from how political 
officials are born from the existing political system; for example, 
from the condition of political parties to election arrangements.

Main Report



6The Indonesian Update  — Volume XV, No.10 - October 2021

Referring to the statement above, the first thing that needs to be 
done is to encourage the reform of political parties in Indonesia. 
According to a study by the Indonesian Institute (TII) on 
“Encouraging Political Party Institutional Reform to Be Inclusive, 
Relevant, and Responsive”, one way to reform political parties is to 
improve recruitment mechanisms for political positions (2021).

Political recruitment must prioritize a system of meritocracy, 
gender equality, and representation, rather than just fulfilling the 
interests of kinship or group or class, as well as considerations of 
favoritism, which have often been applied for short-term and 
pragmatic interests. Through a process that is carried out in an 
open, transparent and accountable manner, it is hoped that political 
recruitment can truly run democratically with the support of cadres 
with integrity, commitment, and competence (TII, 2021).

In addition, it is also necessary to strengthen regulations regarding 
campaign finance reporting as an effort to increase financial 
transparency and accountability of political parties, especially in 
campaigns (TII, 2021). According to this study, it is very important 
for political parties as pillars of democracy to reform themselves in 
order to prevent political corruption in a democratic system. The 
failure of political parties to improve themselves will have an impact 
on the quality of democracy and government, as well as low public 
confidence in political parties. However, if political parties succeed 
in carrying out reforms, this will have an impact on improving the 
quality of democracy and the government that is present to meet 
the interests of the community. Therefore, it is appropriate that 
political party reform be the main agenda in order to strengthen 
democracy and protect it from the practice of political corruption 
in Indonesia.

Political party reform does not directly and immediately eliminate 
opportunities for political corruption, but this effort from upstream 
is an entry point to suppress opportunities for political corruption 
at the downstream level. Again, to quote Ackerman, democracy 
is not a cure for corruption, but a democratic structure can provide 
the necessary conditions for a successful anti-corruption policy 
(Rose-Ackerman, 1999).

Recommendations

The corruption case involving Azis Syamsuddin, who was a high 
state institution official, has provided an additional red record in 
political corruption in Indonesia. This also shows that Indonesia is in 
a political corruption emergency.

Main Report
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The political corruption as happened in the Azis case will certainly 
damage democracy in Indonesia. This is because first political 
corruption will lead to a decrease in the level of public trust in 
political parties as one of the pillars of democracy. Second, political 
corruption also reduces the trust and quality of the DPR as a high 
state institution in a democratic system in carrying out its role. 
These two impacts will also undermine the running of democracy in 
Indonesia, as corrupt practices are carried out by exploiting power 
in the democratic system.

Therefore, an anti-corruption policy is needed to overcome the 
increasingly systemic corruption in this country. Several things 
need to be done; namely, first, political parties are encouraged to 
carry out reforms by encouraging internal party strengthening to 
open up democratic space in the election of candidates for public 
officials. Second, to encourage the General Elections Commission 
(KPU) and the Election Supervisory Body (Bawaslu) to make strict 
rules that prohibit and take action against money politics in general 
election campaigns.

Third, to encourage political parties to strengthen their commitment 
to eradicating corruption, including by opening up political party 
finances to be transparent and accountable. Furthermore, 
political parties must also have the courage to fire members and 
administrators who are proven to be involved and/or corrupt.

Fourth, to encourage public participation, both through civil society 
organizations and the media, to play an active role in supervising 
political parties and other democratic institutions, as well as 
reporting parties related to corruption cases to law enforcement 
officials.

 

- Arfianto Purbolaksono  -
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The Pesantren Endowment Fund: 
Not Just a Santri Day Gift

The President of the Republic of Indonesia, Joko Widodo, signed 
Presidential Regulation (Perpres) Number 82/2021 on the Fund-
ing of the Implementation of Pesantren on Thursday, September 
2, 2021. The issuance of the Presidential Regulation was not solely 
because it was ahead of the 2021 Santri Day, which falls on October 
22, but it is to improve the quality of pesantren education in terms 
of funding. 

Presidential Regulation Number 82/2021 is the continuation of Law 
Number 18 on Pesantren. Article 4 of the Regulation mentions the 
scope of pesantren’s functions, including the educational function, 
da’wah function, and community empowerment function. The 
regulation on the pesantren endowment fund was made as one of 
the financing sources for the pesantren priority programs. 

Pesantren endowment is a fund explicitly allocated for pesantren, 
which is intended to ensure the continuity of educational develop-
ment. The pesantren endowment fund is also part of the education 
endowment fund, which is then managed by the Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs (Kemenag, 14/09/2021).

In addition to being used to implement pesantren education func-
tions, the pesantren endowment fund has several rules, such as the 
government acts as a provider and manager of the pesantren en-
dowment fund. The source of the pesantren endowment fund is 
the education endowment. Its allocation is based on the priority of 
the results of the development of the education endowment fund. 

The education endowment comes from the endowment fund, 
which is included in 20 percent of the education budget allocation. 
The endowment also does not have to be spent in a budget year. In 
addition, the education endowment is a fund that can be adjusted 
for the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research and Technology 

Economics
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and the Ministry of Religious Affairs. The report from the Ministry 
of Finance until April 2021 showed the total accumulated endow-
ment of Rp70.1 trillion.

According to the data from the Ministry of Finance, there are four 
details of the endowment fund: the endowment for education 
amounting to Rp61.1 trillion, the research endowment of Rp4.99 
trillion, the endowment for universities of Rp3 trillion, and the en-
dowment fund for culture amounting to Rp1 trillion. However, the 
nominal amount of the endowment fund for pesantren has not 
been authorized. According to the Vice President of the Republic 
of Indonesia, KH. Ma’ruf Amin, the figure will still be detailed by 
the Ministry of Finance in accordance with the programs submitted 
(Merdeka.com 09/16/2021).

The amount of investment in education will undoubtedly impact 
the generation of Indonesia in the future. Investment in education 
is contained in the theory of human capital pioneered by Schultz 
(1961). The concept assumes that a person is another form of capi-
tal, just like machinery, technology, land, money, and materials. 
However, the difference is that human capital can improve its abili-
ties and capacities through formal and informal education, work ex-
perience, health, and even migration (Subroto, 2014). 

The use of the pesantren endowment fund is likely to be enjoyed by 
34,216 institutions/pesantren in Indonesia, with the number of stu-
dents reaching 4,766,447 people (Infographic Antara, 18/09/2021). 
This figure can be an opportunity for economic capital growth in 
terms of human resources. A good management of the pesantren 
endowment fund can affect the quality of santri to potentially re-
duce problems in developing countries, such as poverty and unem-
ployment.

Education and economy
The pesantren endowment fund can indirectly increase the coun-
try’s economic capital growth by providing opportunities for more 
quality pesantren education programs. Students in pesantren in-
stitutions or so-called santri are of productive age of 12 years and 
above. The program of increasing ability for santri will be a plus in 
entering the demographic bonus era. Improving the quality of hu-
man resources will improve the economic condition of the country 
for the better.  

Economics
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As an illustration, when pesantren held an entrepreneurial train-
ing program for students in several pesantren and then successfully 
practiced in the community, this program could open jobs for the 
local community and reduce unemployment. Another illustration, if 
pesantren funds are used to finance students completing their edu-
cation for a higher level, it will increase the opportunity to improve 
their economic well-being. So far, the influence of education on the 
economy shows a positive relationship following the level of educa-
tion obtained. A 1 percent increase in education will contribute to a 
2.84 percent increase in economic growth (Adran, 2014).

Subroto (2014) conducted research to look at the relationship and 
interrelationships between education and economics based on 
Solow’s theory of endogenous growth models that maximize the 
country’s internal potential with human resources that rely on sci-
ence, natural resources, and technology and institutional assets. 
The results showed that investment in education is a higher stimu-
lus than physical investment in the long term.

Furthermore, the conclusion drawn from the study is that there 
is strong evidence that shows the relationship between the role of 
education and economic growth. Education is a significant driver to 
drive long-term structural transformation. It delivers a high rate of 
return in the future (Subroto, 2014).

Based on the presentation explained, the pesantren endowment is 
not just a donation fund given by the state by pesantren. Never-
theless, more than that, the state provides investment and educa-
tional opportunities to pesantren to increase human resources and 
encourage economic growth.

Recommendations
The purpose of the pesantren endowment fund that has an align-
ment to pesantren institutions certainly has tremendous challeng-
es. The Ministry of Finance needs to tighten financial audits so that 
there is no corrupt behavior in the management of the pesantren 
endowment fund. Before conducting an audit, it is necessary to 
conduct information dissemination and training to pesantren on re-
porting administration.

In addition, the Ministry of Finance also needs to select priority pro-
grams together with the Ministry of Religious Affairs in order to 
optimize the fund. Pesantren and other relevant stakeholders are 
also essential; for example, by calculating the costs and benefits of 

Economics
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each program and priority program so that the pesantren endow-
ment fund will later can be financed. The calculation of the costs 
and benefits is not a form of distrust in pesantren but as an increase 
in public confidence for its realization and as an effort to encourage 
the relevance and effectiveness of the pesantren endowment fund.

The Ministry of Religious Affairs must also be adequately respon-
sible to the central government that has approved the pesantren 
fund through periodic evaluation of the agreed programs. Evalua-
tion is also used to become the basis of upcoming decisions so that 
the pesantren endowment fund can also significantly impact the 
development of pesantren functions. 

- Nuri Resti Chayyani  -

Economics
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National Economic Recovery through Agricultural Programs

Economics

Coronavirus Disease Pandemic 2019 (COVID-19) is already show-
ing signs of improving. These signs shows could be seen from the 
data presented by the Indonesian COVID-19 Handling Task Force. 
The increase in the number of confirmed cases as of September 
2021 reached 1240 cases. This figure is low when looking at the data 
for the last three months. The reduction in the number of cases is 
also in line with the increase in the number of vaccinations in Indo-
nesia. 

Various recovery programs are still being carried out by the govern-
ment in all sectors while maintaining the established health proto-
cols. Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga Har-
tarto said that the government had realized funds for the National 
Economic Recovery Program (PEN) of Rp404.24 trillion as of Sep-
tember 2021. That figure is equivalent to 54 percent of the total 
ceiling of Rp744 trillion (CNN Indonesia, 28/09/2021).

As is known, not only the health sector has been affected by CO-
VID-19, but the agricultural sector has also been affected. In the 
agricultural sector, the food crisis has become a very crucial prob-
lem during the pandemic. The Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) says that the pandemic can cause a global food crisis.

The Origins
According to the information obtained from the Ministry of Finance 
of the Republic of Indonesia, PEN is one of the programs to reduce 
the impact of COVID-19 on the economy. In addition to handling 
the health crisis, the government has also been running the PEN 
Program in response to the decline in community activities that has 
impacted the economy, especially the informal sector or Small, Me-
dium and Micro Enterprises (MSMEs).

The purpose of the PEN Program is to protect, maintain, and im-
prove the economic capabilities of businesses in carrying out their 
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business during the COVID-19 pandemic. The PEN program is ex-
pected to “extend the breath” of MSMEs and to improve their per-
formances that contribute to the Indonesian economy.

The source of funding of the PEN Program is from state spending, 
placement of funds, guarantees, the participation of state capital, 
and government investment. In this case, the PEN Program pro-
vides support for the business world through interest subsidies, 
tax incentives, and guarantees for new working capital loans for 
MSMEs, corporations, and SOEs. 

Furthermore, the program also has an impact on MSMEs in the 
agriculture sector. The program is a stimulus to the public to keep 
breathing during the pandemic; for example, through several pro-
grams such as the Agricultural Labor Intensive Program, Fisher-
ies Labor Intensive Program, Productive Presidential Assistance of 
Agricultural SECTOR MSMEs, Micro Interest Subsidies / People’s 
Business Credit, and cooperative financing support with revolving 
fund schemes. 

The PEN Stimulus in the Agriculture Sector
The latest data submitted by the Ministry of Communication and 
Information of the Republic of Indonesia show that the realization 
of the PEN Program has exceeded half or about 50 percent of the 
entire ceiling. The health and social protection sectors still domi-
nate this realization. Meanwhile, for the MSME sector, especially 
agricultural MSMEs, it is still being realized little by little.

On September 10, 2021, the last report mentioned that the PEN 
Program had reached Rp377.5 trillion, or 50.7 percent of the total 
Rp744.77 trillion. The program has been significantly realized in the 
social and health protection cluster. The increase in the health clus-
ter was from Rp47.71 trillion to Rp93.45 in the second quarter of 
2021. Meanwhile, the use of budget in the social protection cluster 
increased from Rp66.43 trillion to Rp108.16 trillion (covid19.go.id, 
4/10/21).

Furthermore, the support cluster for MSMEs and corporations 
reached Rp57.93 trillion and for business incentives reached 
Rp57.92 trillion. Among this assistance is assistance to the agricul-
tural MSME sector. The use of the budget has been allocated to 
provide assistance that increases agricultural productivity and ef-
forts to maintain the national food system during the pandemic.

Economics
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The realization of the national economic recovery budget, accord-
ing to Minister of Economy Airlangga Hartanto, has been used for 
strategic programs in the food and agriculture sector in 2021. Minis-
ter Airlangga has been striving to start from price stability and food 
supply, horticulture development, exports, partnerships, the peo-
ple’s palm oil rejuvenation, and the seaweed industry development.

In addition to the productivity of agricultural products, the national 
economic recovery also needs to concentrate on the agricultural 
sector workforce. The livelihoods of farmers vulnerable to the 
pandemic also need to be considered. In this regard, some of the 
benefits of the PEN Program should be felt directly by farmers, as 
shown in Abidin’s study (2020).

Abidin (2020) examined the impact of pandemics on agricultural 
labor productivity and the PEN Program that can support agricul-
tural labor productivity. In this research, using the descriptive quali-
tative analysis, the results showed that the pandemic has negatively 
impacted the labor productivity of the agricultural sector. Increased 
health risks have resulted in the disruption to farmers’ productivity.

Furthermore, Abidin (2020) showed that the PEN Program had 
supported the productivity of the agricultural sector labor through 
the provision of assistance and capacity building for the agricultural 
sector workforce through the distribution of social assistance (ban-
sos) and additional pre-employment card allocation. These incen-
tives had eased the burden and allowed the workforce to still earn 
income for the sake of sustainable agriculture.

In line with Abidin’s findings (2020), a research conducted by Ihsan 
(2021) on the influence of capital, land area, and labor on rice paddy 
farming business also showed that the existing workforce had dra-
matically influenced the increase in agricultural productivity. If the 
workforce had been affected by the pandemic, it would reduce agri-
cultural output. Furthermore, this would also affect the willingness 
of locals to national food.

The Recommendations
Government policies related to the PEN program to support the 
agricultural sector require accountable and transparent distribu-
tion. The Finance Minister should closely monitor the transparency 
of allocation from the central level to the local level. For this reason, 
the Ministry of Finance needs to create a special team to monitor 

Economics
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the PEN program’s effectiveness so that its distribution will be on 
target and fit for the intended purposes.

The PEN program has a good impact on the agricultural sector, 
because it cannot be separated from most of the national income 
sourced from agriculture, such as, the farmer relief and the MSME 
actors in agriculture paying taxes because they get incentives to 
ease of borrowing for capital.

In addition, the Ministry of Agriculture also needs to develop agri-
cultural technology. The discoveries for small farmers, such as the 
diversification of food, the optimization of rice fields with integrat-
ed farming pattern methods, and the implementation of industry-
based technology 4.0, must be supported so that during the pan-
demic, the agricultural sector has other options to emerge from the 
crisis.

- Nuri Resti Chayyani -

Economics
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The PeduliLindungi and
 eHAC Application Data Leak Vulnerability

The Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccination certificate 
of President Joko Widodo has been circulating on the social me-
dia. It is hard to get a sense of security over the data we store in 
the digital space when the President’s personal information could 
be leaked to the public. President Joko Widodo’s leaked personal 
data are thought to have come from the Electronic Health Alert 
Card (eHAC) application, which is integrated to the PeduliLindungi 
application.

Please note that there is a difference between the eHAC applica-
tion and the PeduliLindungi application. eHAC is an application 
originally developed by the Ministry of Health (Kemenkes) aimed 
at monitoring people entering Indonesia. The data that must be 
filled in full include identity, address, the destinations in Indonesia, 
and the results of the COVID-19 test. Meanwhile, PeduliLindungi 
is an application developed by the government together with the 
National Disaster Management Agency (Badan Nasional Penang-
gulangan Bencana/BNPB). This application is used to perform digi-
tal tracking to stop the spread of COVID-19.

Before the PeduliLindungi application was present and empow-
ered as a movement tracking tool, and before it met the needs of 
community administration, such as the prerequisites of using public 
transportation, eHAC acted as a community data collection. Al-
though not as complete as PeduliLindung, eHAC is quite able to 
help the government’s work in monitoring the spread of COVID-19 
in Indonesia. Unfortunately, this application is also vulnerable to 
data leaks.

The alleged leaks of 1.3 million user data had occurred with the old 
eHAC application. Even the Head of the Ministry of Health’s In-
formation Center had acknowledged that the previous version of 
the eHAC application had a loophole that could be the source of 
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the data leaks (kompas.com, 09/01/2021). The Ministry of Health 
has stated that eHAC that has been integrated to the PeduliLind-
ungi application has used new and separate data. 

The Spokesperson for the Ministry of Communication and Infor-
mation (Kementerian Komunikasi dan Informatika/Kominfo), Dedy 
Permadi, said that the eHAC data contained in the PeduliLindungi 
application was safe from data leaks. He said that the alleged leaks 
of personal data of eHAC application users did not affect the secu-
rity of data integrated to the PeduliLindungi application, as its stor-
age had been carried out at the National Data Center (Pusat Data 
Nasional/PDN) (Republika.co.id, 2/9/2021).

Statements made by the government are unable to cover up the 
fact that there is vulnerability of people’s personal data collected 
by the government. This can be seen from the attitude and steps 
of the government in addressing the problem of data leaks of the 
previous version of the eHAC application.

The Legal Certainty of the Data Protection of the PeduliL-
indungi Application
The massive use of the PeduliLindungi application due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has increased the potential for personal data leak-
age. This situation has been exacerbated by the absence of specific 
laws and regulations providing protection to the people’s personal 
data in the digital space. Although cases of personal data leaks have 
repeatedly occurred, the Draft Law on the Protection of Personal 
Data (Perlindungan Data Pribadi/PDP Bill) has not been passed. 
The absence of the PDP Bill has made applications that collect per-
sonal data of people vulnerable to leakage to be misused by certain 
parties.

In general, the arrangements in the PDP Bill in Indonesia can be 
seen from the regulatory model contained in the Personal Data Pri-
vacy Ordinance of 1995 (PDPO) in Hong Kong, which consists of 
six principles: first, the limitations of the collection of personal data 
that is carried out lawfully whose purpose is directly related to the 
function of the collector; second, the use of personal data shall limit 
the disclosure of such data only for or directly related to the original 
purpose for which it was collected, or if the data subject consents; 
third, the obligation of data quality and the provision of advice to 
third parties. This principle requires all steps that may be taken to 
ensure the accuracy of personal data (taking into account the pur-
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pose of use and any purposes directly related) and to delete or not 
to use inaccurate data; fourth, the deletion and destruction of per-
sonal data under this principle. Personal data shall not be retained for 
longer than the period necessary for the fulfillment of the purpose 
(including any purposes directly related); Fifth, the personal data 
manager shall take every possible step to protect personal data from 
accidental access, deletion, and unauthorized use (without rights); 
and sixth, the openness regarding “User Data” practices should in-
clude steps to ensure that everyone (not only the data subject) can 
determine policies and practices regarding personal data, the type 
of personal data that “User Data” stores, and the primary purpose 
for which it is used (Niffari, 2020).

In general, the privacy policy contained on the PeduliLindungi ap-
plication has provided explanations related to the collection of user 
data and information. Several things that are in accordance with 
the six principles of the Hong Kong PDPO on the PeduliLindungi 
application are restrictions on the use of data for contact tracing, 
data collection purposes such as displaying locations according to 
the risk zone category, and the data deletion mechanism after the 
pandemic ends. The explanations are at least able to convince us-
ers that personal data stored on the PeduliLindungi application has 
been protected. However, the legal basis used to be able to run the 
application turned out to be another matter.

In the purposes of data use in the privacy policy of the PeduliLind-
ungi application, it is mentioned that the application will process and 
use user data to provide contact tracing services in accordance with 
the Regulation of the Minister of Health (Peraturan Menteri Kese-
hatan/Permenkes) of the Republic of Indonesia. However, there are 
no regulations that govern the services as contained in the privacy 
policy. The provisions related to the use of the PeduliLindungi ap-
plication in tracing, tracking, and warning the spread of COVID-19 
are even contained in the Decree of the Minister of Communica-
tion and Informatics No. 171/2020 on the Determination of Pedu-
liLindungi Applications in the Framework of the Implementation of 
Health Survey in the Handling COVID-19.

Explicitly, the application policy has stated that the Decree of the 
Minister of Communication and Informatics a quo is used as a tele-
communications system and application to support the COVID-19 
pandemic control program. Unfortunately, some provisions, such as 
data processing do not clearly refer to which Permenkes; that is, 
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there is no legal certainty about the laws and regulations used to 
collect community data on the PeduliLindungi application.

This condition is exacerbated by the not yes passed PDP Bill, which 
should be used as a legal basis for collecting people’s personal data 
massively as done by the PeduliLindungi application. Supposedly, 
before the application is used as a prerequisite for various needs of 
the community, there must be regulations that can provide legal 
protection for people’s personal data collected by the government. 
If not, it will not be clear who is responsible when there is a breach 
of personal data, such as if a leak of people’s personal data occurs.

Given the importance of legal protection of personal data collected 
by the government through the PeduliLindungi application, there 
are several things that must be done. First, to create a governing le-
gal basis for the parties responsible for managing the PeduliLindungi 
application. There are two ministries that have direct responsibili-
ties for the use of this application; namely, the Ministry of Health 
and Kominfo. The legal product that can be made is the Joint De-
cree (Surat Keputusan Bersama/SKB) between the two ministries. 
Through this, it will become clear who is the party who stores, 
uses, and is responsible for the personal data of the community on 
the PeduliLindungi application.

Second, in addition to making a decree related to the use of the 
PeduliLindungi application in efforts to combat the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the PDP Bill must also be passed immediately. The draft law 
has provided an explanation of how to collect, process, and sanc-
tion mechanisms when there is a violation of personal data. If there 
is no law that specifically provides protection for personal data in 
the PeduliLindungi application, then the public will not be able to 
demand accountability if there is a breach of personal data. 

-  Hemi Lavour Febrinandez  -
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The absence of a clear 
legal basis in the use 
of the PeduliLindungi 
application will cause 
confusion for users if 
experiencing a violation 
of the personal data they 
have, as it is not clear 
which party that should 
be held accountable.
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Designing a Personal Data 

Protection Authority Agency

One of the important variables to optimize the implementation of 
legal regulations that provide protection to personal data is to pres-
ent a data protection authority (DPA). The authority to be estab-
lished generally has the main task and function of conducting su-
pervision to carry out the mechanism of imposing sanctions if there 
has been a violation of personal data. Indonesia may consider some 
models of personal data protection authorities that have been im-
plemented in other countries.

There are three models of authorities that have a role to provide 
protection and supervision of the people’s personal data in the digi-
tal space; namely, the multi-authority model, the two-authority 
model, and the single authority model. In the multi-authority mod-
el, multi-agency policies are influenced by legislations or the estab-
lishment of data protection rules through several laws. The United 
States; for example, applies data protection laws through several 
laws. In fact, the country has hundreds of laws related to privacy 
and data crossing, both at the federal and at the state levels. Legal 
arrangements related to the protection of the people’s personal data 
are also separated, between laws that are binding for government 
institutions and for the private sector (Djafar, 2019).

In the the two-authority model, the form of authority offered by this 
model is to separate institutions that have almost similar authori-
ties, such as the Ombudsman and the Information Commission. 
The separation is done by providing different roles and functions, 
but intersecting with each other. The Ombudsman; for example, 
handles issues related to breaches of personal data, while the Infor-
mation Commission is tasked with resolving disputes over informa-
tion related to data that can be accessed by the public. However, 
there are some disadvantages of this model, such as the proneness 
to the conflicts of authorities, decisions or recommendations that 
differ between the two institutions and to the absence of special 
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authorities that are authorized to solve problems if there is a breach 
of personal data in the digital space. Some of the countries that have 
adopted this model include Denmark and the Netherlands (Djafar, 
2019).

In the single authority model, the reasons for efficiency, effective-
ness of work, and dampening the emergence of conflicts of inter-
ests between institutions that have a function in providing informa-
tion disclosure and protection of personal data are the backgrounds 
of some countries adopting this concept. With two functions (the 
disclosure of information and protection of personal data) man-
dated to one particular authority, it will make it easier for people 
to access the body if hit with problems related to information and 
personal data. The downside of the one-body model is the danger 
that one interest may be stronger or be perceived as stronger. Then, 
the body (with two authorities) fails to protect or balance between 
the two disputed interests. In addition, any conflict is likely to be 
decided internally rather than publicly, so there is no public debate. 
The majority of countries in the European Union use this model on 
their personal data protection authorities (Djafar, 2019).

The three models of personal data authority can be taken into con-
sideration by the House of Representatives (Dewan Perwakilan 
Rakyat/DPR) together with the government to be adopted into the 
draft law on the protection of personal data. Although it has signifi-
cant differences, the three models have one fundamental similarity; 
namely, the authority must be independent and independent of the 
other branches of state power. This has become important consid-
ering the work that will be done by personal data protection au-
thorities is not only supervising and imposing sanctions when there 
is a violation of the private sector, but they must do the same to 
the institutions of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of 
government.

The Ideal Model of Personal Data Protection Authority in 
Indonesia
The Working Committee (Panitia Kerja/Panja) on the Draft Law 
on Personal Data Protection (Pelindungan Data Pribadi/PDP bill) 
between the DPR Commission I and the government discussed 
the Inventory List of Problems (Daftar Inventarisasi Masalah/DIM), 
one of which related to the proposal of several factions regarding 
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the establishment of a supervisory authority to protect personal 
data. The agency will serve as an Institution that provides authori-
zation, enforcement investigation, and sanctions. The Chair of the 
PDP Bill Panja, Abdul Kharis Almasyhari, stated that in the meet-
ing, all factions agreed that it was necessary to reformulate the for-
mation of a body or authority that is not from the government, and 
that the details will flow during the deepening of the DIM. At the 
panja meeting of the PDP Bill, there was no understanding related 
to the establishment of a body that will oversee the implementation 
of personal data protection. The Commission I would like the body 
to be independent (Budiman, 2021).

The proposal from the DPR has been in line with the spirit to estab-
lish an authority that cannot be interfered directly from the other 
branches of government. This is needed because problems related 
to personal data breaches are not only committed by individuals 
or the private sector, but government institutions can also be the 
perpetrators of such violations. Therefore, an independent personal 
data protection authority becomes necessity when the government 
is truly committed to protecting the people’s personal data, as well 
as taking responsibility in the event of a breach of personal data by 
institutions under the executive branch of power.

There are two policy options in the Law on Personal Data Protec-
tion on the establishment of an independent data protection au-
thority. It will be specifically established as a separate institution, 
such as in Malaysia, Hong Kong and South Korea. Or, the govern-
ment will increase the authority of the existing institutions, such 
as those in the United Kingdom, Singapore, and the United States. 
Indonesia may consider one of the two forms of authority based on 
the following considerations. 

First, it could be formed as an institution in its own right. By far, 
the most powerful impetus has been to establish an independent 
authority tasked with overseeing and protecting the people’s per-
sonal data. In addition to separating its core duties and authorities 
from existing institutions — such as the Information Commission 
and Ombudsman — it will make the work of the Personal Data Pro-
tection Authority more focused in accordance with its authority.

Second, to increase the authority to existing institutions. The two 
agencies most likely to be granted authority over the supervision 

Law



23The Indonesian Update  — Volume XV, No.10 - October 2021

and protection of personal data are the Information Commissioner 
or the Ombudsman. Although it has a wedge related to the duties 
and authorities that have been owned by both institutions today, it 
will be difficult in formulating the mechanism of sanctions that will 
be carried out by the institution. Adding executive spurs to both in-
stitutions will directly have implications for previously held authori-
ties.

According to these considerations, creating a stand-alone and in-
dependent Personal Data Protection Authority is the best option 
that should be considered by the government and the DPR. The 
establishment of a special body that will carry out the provisions in 
the Law on Personal Data Protection is indeed necessity that must 
be able to be regulated properly in the regulation of the law. 

-  Hemi Lavour Febrinandez -

Law
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Anticipating Problems on the Social Media in the 
Simultaneous Elections in 2024

The development of internet-based technology has led to the ma-
jority of the population in Indonesia using the social media as a tool 
to communicate. The results of reports from Hootsuite and We 
Are Social in 2021 state that of Indonesia’s total population of 274.9 
million people, the number of active social media users has reached 
170 million. This means that the number of social media users in In-
donesia is equivalent to 61.8 percent of the total population in Janu-
ary 2021. This figure has also increased by 10 million users, or about 
6.3 percent compared to that in 2020 (Kompas.com, 23/02/2021).

The use of social media as a tool to communicate has also entered 
the realm of political communication studies. Gun Gun Heryanto 
(2018) explains that there are three generations of political com-
munications. The first generation is political rhetoric. Almost all po-
litical communication messages are directed by the art of speaking. 
The second generation is marked by the dominance of the role of 
the mass media. The third generation is marked by the emergence 
of new media. This is in line with the strengthening of the use of 
social media (Heryanto, 2018).

What Heryanto (2018) says regarding the third generation refers to 
the use of social media by politicians. In the context of elections, the 
presence of social media as a means of disseminating information 
aimed at the public or voters in elections is considered as something 
that is effective and important, especially in forming opinions and 
setting political agendas (Woolley, Limperos & Oliver 2010, in Per-
dana & Wildianti, 2018 ).

Problems in the Realm of Social Media in Indonesian Elec-
tions
The increasing use of social media in Indonesia has turned out to 
be a new problem for elections in Indonesia. For example, a can-
didate for the Deputy Mayor of South Tangerang in the 2020 Re-
gional Head Election (Pilkada), Rahayu Saraswati, experienced a 
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black campaign on social media when her pregnant photo spread on 
the social media. In the photo, there is a caption “Yang Mau Cob-
los Udelnya Silahkan. Udel Dah Diumbar. Pantaskah Jadi Panutan 
Apalagi Pemimpin Tangsel?” According to Rahayu Saraswati, this 
case contains elements of sexual harassment because it contains 
the words “Coblos Udelnya”. The photo was disseminated without 
her permission as the legal owner of the photo (Mediaindonesia.
com, 28/10/2020).

This case was just one of the many other cases in the realm of social 
media during elections in Indonesia. Saraswati’s organization, which 
was supported by the Center for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD), in 
collaboration with Perludem, were trying to map the risks of using 
social media in elections in Indonesia. There are nine priority risks 
that are most vulnerable to occur; namely, hoaxes or fake news; 
mis-information; click bait content; black campaign; the use of bots; 
influencers and buzzers who push certain topics/issues to be popu-
lar; the non-transparent flows of campaign funds; the promotion of 
a “polarizing atmosphere” that encourages identity politics; and the 
use of fake/anonymous accounts (Perludem, 2020).

The Legal Rules regarding the Campaigns on Social Media
Currently, there are regulations governing the use of social media 
in elections, as stated in the General Election Commission (PKPU) 
Regulation Number 23/2018 concerning the General Election 
Campaign. In Article 1 Paragraph (33), it is explained that the social 
media is a collection of communication channels in the internet net-
works that is used for interaction and sharing of community-based 
content. Furthermore, in Article 23 Paragraph (1) E, it is stated that 
the campaign as referred to can be carried out through social media 
methods.

In addition, there is also a regulation regarding the number of social 
media used, as described in Article 35 Paragraph (2), that social 
media accounts as referred to in Paragraph (1) can be created for a 
maximum of ten for each type of application. Furthermore, Article 
36 Paragraph (1) explains that campaign implementers are required 
to register official social media accounts.

In Article 37 Paragraph (4) Letter E, it is explained that campaign 
advertising is limited to a cumulative maximum of one spot with a 
maximum duration of thirty seconds for each social media every 
day for advertising on the social media. Furthermore, Article 53 
Paragraph (4) explains that during the quiet period, the print media, 
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the electronic media, the online media, the social media, and broad-
casting institutions are prohibited from broadcasting news, adver-
tisements, track records, self-image of election participants, and/or 
other forms of others that lead to campaign interests that benefit or 
harm election participants.

Regarding the follow-up in the event of a violation, it is regulated 
in Article 74, which states that, “Political parties that violate the 
prohibition of campaign provisions before the start of the campaign 
period as referred to in Article 25 Paragraph (1) and Paragraph (2) 
are subject to administrative sanctions in the forms of: a. written 
warning; b. the  cleaning of campaign materials or campaign props; 
and/or c. the cessation of advertising campaigns in the print media, 
the electronic media, the online media, the social media, and broad-
casting institutions.”

The Improvement of Regulations regarding the Social Media 
in Elections
In fact, the existing regulations related to the social media are cur-
rently still not able to overcome the problems that occur in the realm 
of social media. Ahead of the 2024 election, it is important for elec-
tion organizers, both the General Election Commission (KPU) and 
the Election Supervisory Body (Bawaslu), to immediately review 
the problems that occurred in previous elections in order to form 
new regulations or to revise existing regulations to anticipate prob-
lems that will occur in the general election in 2024.

From the problems described above and the current regulations, 
there are at least a few regulatory points that should be added or 
revised in order to face the upcoming 2024 simultaneous elections. 
First, related to the number of social media accounts, if referring 
to PKPU Number 23/2018 concerning the General Election Cam-
paign, it is said that election participants can have ten accounts from 
each social media and be registered with the KPU. According to this 
regulation, ten accounts are too many, and of course it will be dif-
ficult for Bawaslu to carry out supervision, where elections are held 
simultaneously. Therefore, it is advisable to reduce the number of 
accounts to one or two accounts per social media.

Second, KPU and Bawaslu need to anticipate anonymous accounts. 
As previously explained, anonymous accounts are some of the 
problems in elections in Indonesia. The spreaders of hoax issues or 
black campaigns are usually covered by using anonymous accounts. 
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For this reason, Bawaslu needs to make new rules and to cooperate 
with the police to anticipate these problems.

Third, related to campaign costs on the social media, until now, 
there are no clear rules regarding advertising on the social media. 
For this reason, the KPU and Bawaslu need to make clear rules re-
garding advertising financing on the social media.

Apart from the regulations, problems in the realm of social media 
can be anticipated if election participants provide information that 
educates voters, such as vision and mission, work programs, or track 
records so far. We should not let the social media only be used to at-
tack other candidates with negative campaigns or black campaigns.

The public also has an important role in guarding and supervising 
every election process. If there are violations committed by election 
participants, in addition to reporting to the authorities, the public, 
especially voters, also have the right not to vote for the candidates. 
Furthermore, the public is also asked to be smarter in receiving in-
formation spread on the social media so that they are not easily 
exposed to hoaxes and misleading information.

-  Ahmad Hidayah  -

Politics
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Presenting the State in the Protection of Domestic Workers

Since it was proposed by the House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Indonesia (DPR RI) in 2004, until now the Draft 
Law on the Protection of Domestic Workers (RUU PPRT) has 
not been ratified (Tempo.co, 15/06/2021). Even though it has 
recently entered the National Legislation Priority Program (Pro-
legnas), its fate is still unclear. In fact, considering the current 
conditions, the PPRT Bill needs to be ratified immediately. 

There are several reasons why the PPRT Bill is important to be 
passed immediately. First, the number of domestic workers has 
continued to increase from year to year. A report from the In-
ternational Labor Organization (ILO) noted an increase in the 
number of domestic workers in Indonesia; that is, 2.6 workers in 
2008 and 4 million workers in 2015. Furthermore, the ILO noted 
that 83% of domestic workers were women (ILO, 2020).

Second, the number of domestic workers who have experienced 
violence. Komnas Perempuan 2020 Annual Notes reported 
that there were 17 cases involving domestic workers through-
out 2019, whose complaints were directly received by Komnas 
Perempuan. Meanwhile, 17 cases of domestic workers were re-
ported to be handled by the Women Crisis Center and Non-
Governmental Organizations, and 2 cases of domestic workers 
were reported and handled by district courts. Meanwhile, the 
National Domestic Worker Advocacy Network (JALA PRT) 
in the period 2015 to 2019, recorded at least 2,148 cases expe-
rienced by domestic workers in various forms. These included 
physical, psychological and economic violence. Not infrequently, 
domestic workers have experienced layered violence that leads 
to death (Komnas Perempuan, 2021)

The vulnerability experienced by domestic workers has wors-
ened during the COVID-19 pandemic. The findings of the Kom-
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nas Perempuan study on the Impact of the COVID-19 Handling 
Policy (2020) show that domestic workers who work and live in 
the employer’s house are vulnerable to being exposed to the vi-
rus because their job is to serve the employer’s family, especially 
those who are sick. In addition, most of them do not have health 
insurance and are neglected from social assistance schemes 
(Komnas Perempuan, 2021).

The cases of violence are only one of many problems experi-
enced by workers. There are still many other problems, such as 
unpaid wages, inhumane working hours, and a very heavy work-
load (Komnas Perempuan, 2021). According to these arguments, 
it is important for the state to be present in protecting and rec-
ognizing the profession of domestic workers through the passing 
of the Law on the Protection of Domestic Workers.

The Important Points in the Draft Law on the Protection 
of Domestic Workers
In a speech by President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono in 2011 in 
Geneva at the 100th International Labor Conference, it was 
stated that the ILO Convention (Number 189) could become a 
guide for the state in protecting domestic workers (Kemenkum-
ham.go.id, 19/08/2011) .

In the convention, there are nine minimum standard points that 
need to be regulated. These nine points have been stated in the 
PPRT Bill. Table 1 shows the points in the ILO Convention (No. 
189) and the related articles in the Domestic Work Bill.

Table 1. The Points in the ILO Conventions included in 
the Domestic Workers Bill
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Encouraging the Ratification of the Bill on the Protection 
of Domestic Workers
In order for the PPRT Bill to be ratified immediately, the central 
government, civil society organizations and every element of the 
society need to encourage the DPR RI to immediately return to 
discussing the PPRT Bill. In the discussion process, the central 
government, in this case the Ministry of Manpower, the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission (Komnas HAM), and the National 
Commission on Violence Against Women (Komnas Perempuan) 
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need to provide input to the DPR RI and oversee each process so 
that the elements of protection remain intact in the PPRT Act.

In addition, the Ministry of Manpower, together with the Min-
istry of Social Affairs as the ministry that oversees the Social 
Security Administering Agency (BPJS), needs to make a deep-
er study regarding the provision of social security to domestic 
workers in accordance with what is mandated in the PPRT Bill. 
Furthermore, the Ministry of Manpower also needs to integrate 
domestic workers into national labor market policies.

Another thing that needs to be underlined is that it is important 
to encourage and ensure that employment in this sector is based 
on an agreement between employers and workers. Coercion and 
violence should not be allowed. A clear legal basis, protection of 
human rights and strict law enforcement must be upheld.

- Ahmad Hidayah  -   

Politics

“The increase in the 
number of domestic 
workers, coupled with 
the increase in the 
number of cases of 
violence experienced by 
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in protecting domestic 
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is by ratifying the Draft 
Law on the Protection of 
Domestic Workers”.
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Observing the Readiness of Schools and Universities to 
Realize the Independent Learning Program

The Independent Learning Program (Merdeka Belajar) promoted 
by the Minister of Education, Culture, Research, and Technol-
ogy (Mendikbud-Ristek) Nadiem Makarim has been implement-
ed for almost two years. The program has been implemented at 
the elementary, middle, and higher education (PT) levels. Some 
of the programs included in the Independent Learning include 
the Smart Indonesia Card (KIP) for schools and colleges, school 
digitization, achievement, and character strengthening, The Ini-
tiative Teacher Program (PGP), a new curriculum, the revital-
ization of vocational education, Independent Campus (Kampus 
Merdeka), and the promotion of culture and language.

The Independent Learning Program carries the philosophy of 
freedom to learn for children, including the freedoms in thinking, 
creating, and ask questions in class. With that, children can be 
free to be whatever they are according to their talents and inter-
ests (Makarim, 2021). This philosophy is relevant to encourage 
the quality of children’s learning today. However, we need to 
know how far the program has been implemented because phi-
losophy will not change if it is not implemented properly. There-
fore, this paper would like to further analyze the extent to which 
the implementation of the Independent Learning Program has 
been carried out.

The Implementation of Independent Learning
At the elementary and high school levels, Independent Learn-
ing has been outlined in several programs, including: first, the 
replacement of the National Standardized School Examination 
(USBN) with the School Examination; second, the replacement 
of the National Examination with a Competency Assessment; 
third, teachers have the freedom to develop lesson plans (RPP); 
and fourth, the New Student Admission Regulation (PPDB) 
with zoning.
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In the aspect of the School Examination, teachers are free to use 
variants of the assessment model, such as written tests, portfo-
lios, assignments, and/or other forms of activities. In this case, 
the ability and commitment of teachers in each school have an 
important role in the success of students in the future. Likewise, 
the point of freedom in developing lesson plans, the ability and 
commitment of teachers to capture and assist students in devel-
oping their potential are important.

However, until now the quality of teachers in Indonesia is still 
low. The learning pedagogical strategies used by teachers are still 
limited (Bjork, 2013). There are still many teachers who lack the 
confidence to support students in developing problem-solving 
skills (OECD, 2015). In addition, there are still problems in mas-
tering learning materials faced by teachers (Rosser, 2018; Ku-
sumawadhani, 2017; Chang et al. 2014). Even though, teachers 
have a very important role in the success of the Independent 
Learning Program.

In Independent Learning, the Ministry of Education and Re-
search and Technology has also issued PGP as an effort to im-
prove the quality of teachers. However, until now PGP has not 
been able to improve the quality of teachers as a whole. Not all 
teachers can take part in the PGP due to obstacles in various as-
pects. Teachers in remote areas; for example, cannot participate 
in PGP because there are still the internet and other infrastruc-
ture constraints.

Furthermore, on the point of the National Examination being a 
Competency Assessment and Character Survey, this step needs 
to be appreciated because it focuses more on the aspects of lit-
eracy, numeracy, and student character. Literacy and numeracy 
have so far become the basis for assessing the quality of students 
in the world (PISA, 2018). However, in PISA, apart from litera-
cy and numeracy aspects, the scientific ability is also one of the 
bases for assessing the quality of students. Meanwhile, the Mini-
mum Competency Assessment does not include this aspect.

Furthermore, at the university level, Independent Learning has 
been translated into the Independent Campus Program, which 
includes several policies, including; first, the autonomy of the 
opening of study programs; second, the re-accreditation process 
that is carried out automatically and voluntarily; third, the re-
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quirements to become a Legal Entity State University (PTN-
BH) is made easier; fourth, the right to study three semesters 
outside the study program and changes to the definition of Se-
mester Credit Units (SKS).

In the aspect of autonomy for opening new study programs, now 
it is no longer only PTN-BH that can open new study programs. 
State universities (PTN) and private universities (PTS) will have 
the autonomy to open new study programs if they have A or B 
accreditation. Furthermore, to open new study programs, PTN/
PTS must have to cooperate with partners such as companies, 
non-profit organizations, multilateral institutions, or universities 
that are ranked in the top 100 of Quacquarelli Symonds (QS).

The ease for universities to open new study programs is a step 
that we need to appreciate and at the same time be aware of. The 
ease of the establishment of new study programs that are fol-
lowing market needs will be a good step for future employment. 
With this step, universities and students can prepare themselves 
to enter the job market. This step is also appropriate to reduce 
unemployment and increase economic growth.

However, we must not make PT merely as a factory that will 
produce workers in the future. Moreover, the purpose of high-
er education contained in Article 5 of Law Number 12/2012 on 
Higher Education is to produce graduates whose knowledge can 
benefit the progress of the nation, as well as benefit the society 
as a whole.

With the ease of opening new study programs, universities 
should not lose their independence. Universities must adhere to 
the principle that graduates can benefit the general public not 
only certain groups. Furthermore, not all students wish to be-
come workers. Thus, PT must also be able to harmonize the ex-
isting differences.

In Independent Campus, universities are also challenged to de-
velop an adaptive curriculum and to be able to adapt to the in-
creasingly rapid developments of the times, without leaving the 
goal of producing graduates following predetermined learning 
outcomes. Universities are also required to collaborate with 
partners related to their scientific fields and to participate in sup-
porting the learning outcomes desired by students.
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On the other hand, according to Fauzan (2021), not all universi-
ties were able to translate and implement the things above well. 
Especially in the atmosphere of the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic that has not ended. According to Riase-
tiawan (2021), Independent Campus is like a vehicle that is ef-
fective, efficient, and can go fast. But, unfortunately, the actors 
in universities; namely, lecturers and other universities parties as 
drivers of these vehicles, still think that they are driving ordinary 
vehicles. Therefore, the implementation of the lecture process is 
still the same.

Furthermore, according to Ariawantara (in Huriyah, 2020), uni-
versities would experience difficulties with the administration 
of students who moved from one study program to another, or 
even from one university to another. This could happen because 
of differences in standards between one university and another. 
Therefore, universities must prepare so that the Independent 
Campus could run optimally. Not only difficulties in administra-
tion, but some universities had difficulties in administration with 
other companies or stakeholders due to the location of the com-
pany and industry, as was done by the Chancellor of Masamus 
University, Beatus Tambaip (in Republika.co.id, 15/09/2021). ).

From the explanation above, we can see that the successful 
implementations of the Independent Learning Program at the 
elementary, secondary, and university levels have a close rela-
tionship with the readiness of the actors and systems in these 
institutions, such as teachers, lecturers, education staff and the 
education system in these institutions in it; for example, admin-
istrative systems and others. Although the Independent Learn-
ing Program was created to advance the education system, it 
requires the ability and commitment of teachers, lecturers, and 
other education personnel to realize the system in each educa-
tional unit; for example, how the ability of teachers to capture 
differences in student abilities and design appropriate curricula 
for children, as well as how lecturers and education staff at uni-
versities, can change the existing system and implement Inde-
pendent Campus.

Recommendations
For the successful implementations of the Independent Learning 
Program, whether at the elementary, middle, and university lev-
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els, the following are some recommendations that can be given. 
First, the Ministry of Education and Research and Technology 
needs to make policies aimed at improving the quality of teachers 
as a whole. The Ministry of Education and Culture and Research 
and Technology can focus on improving the Educational Person-
nel Education Institutes (LPTKs) because these institutions are 
the ones that create the teaching profession. This step is very 
important because the ability and commitment of teachers are 
very influential on the success of the Independent Learning Pro-
gram.

Second, Kemendikbud-Ristek needs to pay attention to the readi-
ness of schools and universities in implementing the Independent 
Learning Program. The results of the literature study in this pa-
per indicate that there are still many schools and universities that 
are not ready to implement the Independent Learning Program. 
For this reason, the Ministry of Education and Culture, Research 
and Technology, the Education Office, Civil Society Organiza-
tions, and other stakeholders must assist these institutions in 
implementing the Independent Learning Program; for example, 
by giving a curriculum proposal, examinations, or other aspects.

Third, there is a need for further evaluation regarding the imple-
mentations of the Independent Learning Program for the past 
two years and in the future from the Ministry of Education and 
Culture, Research and Technology, civil society organizations, 
the private sector, and other interested parties. So far, the lit-
erature regarding the evaluation of the Independent Learning 
Program is still very minimal. This is very much needed to find 
out how far we have made progress in the world of education, as 
well as provide input for policy-making in the future.

- Nisaaul Muthiah  -   

The success of the 
implementations of the 
Independent Learning 
Program is highly 
dependent on the 
readiness of teachers, 
schools, and universities. 
For this reason, the 
Ministry of Education 
and Culture and 
Research and Technology 
and other stakeholders 
must pay attention to the 
readiness of these parties 
so that the Independent 
Learning Program is 
truly able to improve 
the quality of student 
learning and to fulfill 
national education goals.
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The Commitment to Handling Cyberbullying in Indonesia

In the second quarter of 2020, 73.7 percent of Indonesia’s popu-
lation has use the internet. Of this total, 55.7 percent of internet 
users are in the Java region. Furthermore, from a total of 7,000 
respondents in the study of the Indonesian Internet Service Pro-
viders Association (APJII), 51.5 percent of respondents admit-
ted that the main reason for using the internet was to use social 
media (APJII, 2020).

Social media does offer a variety of benefits and conveniences. 
However, some of the negative things about it must be prevent-
ed and overcome so that everyone can socialize on social media 
safely. One of the negative things is cyberbullying. The results of 
the APJJI survey in 2019 showed that 49.0 percent of the total 
5,900 respondents in Indonesia had experienced cyberbullying. 
Worse yet, 31.6 percent of respondents admitted to neglecting 
to cyberbullying that happened to them.

If the bullying process continues, it will have a bad impact on 
victims, perpetrators, and witnesses. For this reason, this paper 
intends to further analyze the phenomenon of cyberbullying in 
Indonesia, as well as the extent of the commitment of stake-
holders to overcome and prevent it. This paper also offers rec-
ommendations for handling the phenomenon of cyberbullying in 
Indonesia.

What and Where
Cyberbullying is bullying using digital technology. This can hap-
pen on social media, chat platforms, gaming platforms, and mo-
bile phones (UNICEF, 2020). Cyberbullying is also defined as 
aggressive and purposeful behavior carried out by a group or in-
dividuals, using electronic media, repeatedly from time to time, 
against someone who is considered not easy to resist the ac-
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tions. So, there is a power difference between the perpetrators 
and the victims. The difference in strength, in this case, refers to 
a perception of physical and mental capacity (Think Before Text 
in UNICEF, 2020).

Cyberbullying is experienced by various age groups ranging from 
children to adults. The data from the Indonesian Child Protection 
Commission (KPAI, 2021) show that 3,178 children were victims 
of cybercrime from 2016 to 2020. These cybercrime victims in-
cluded children who were victims and children who were perpe-
trators of cyberbullying. Likewise, the adolescent age group, as 
80 percent of high school students surveyed by KPAI (in Asriani, 
n.d) had admitted to having been victims of cyberbullying.

According to the anti-bullying donation agency, Ditch the Label 
(in Kompas.com, 29/03/2021), currently, the majority of cyber-
bullying occurred on Instagram (42 percent). In addition, these 
actions also occurred on other social media platforms, such as 
Facebook (37 percent), Snapchat (31 percent), Whatsapp (12 
percent), YouTube (10 percent), and Twitter (9 percent). Cyber-
bullying is also happening on the TikTok platform.

Ignoring the Cyberbullying Phenomenon
The results of Asriani’s study (in CFDS, 2021) showed that the 
trend of cyberbullying that occurred among teenagers today 
was in the form of harassment (ridicule, negative comments), 
denigration (gossip, rumors), and exclusion (from online groups). 
Furthermore, cyberbullying could occur as there is a belief in 
the perpetrators that the actions were accepted by the people 
around them (subjective norms). In addition, the perpetrators’ 
low awareness of the impact of cyberbullying had also contrib-
uted to the emergence of these actions.

The belief that cyberbullying is the right thing and also the low 
awareness of the impact of these actions are some of the proofs 
of the omission of the government, the private sector (includ-
ing platform developers), parents, and other stakeholders in this 
phenomenon.

Currently, the legal umbrella regarding cyberbullying is still weak, 
so it has not been effective be used in minimizing such actions. 
The government has attempted to examine the law related to 
cyberbullying by including cyberbullying offenses in Law Num-
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ber 19/2016 concerning Amendments to Law Number 11/2008 
concerning Information and Electronic Transactions (UU ITE). 
However, this article has a limited definition because it only de-
fines cyberbullying as a form of threat of violence or intimidation 
that is intended personally (Putra, 2019). There are many other 
forms of cyberbullying, such as harassment, slander, exclusion, 
and others.

Apart from the legal side, the education provided by the gov-
ernment regarding cyberbullying for the public is also still very 
minimal. Many victims choose to remain silent when receiving 
such treatments because they do not know how to act. The lack 
of education provided by the perpetrators has also resulted in the 
ignorance of the perpetrators and the emergence of a sense of 
normality to take these actions.

Cyberbullying is bad for victims, perpetrators and witnesses. 
Victims can feel the mental, emotional, and physical impact that 
can have an impact on their overall social life. The same thing 
can happen to witnesses. If the witnesses of cyberbullying can-
not save the victims, then the witnesses can feel guilt and fear 
because they cannot defend and save the victims.

The same goes for the perpetrators. Cyberbullying perpetrators 
can be victims of system failures in educating perpetrators so 
that they act to carry out cyberbullying. Even worse, the digital 
track record of cyberbullying can last a long time and will con-
tinue to exist even though the incidents had occurred in the past.

Recommendations
To minimize and anticipate the problems of cyberbullying that 
have been described above, here are some recommendations 
that can be done. First, the Ministry of Women’s Empowerment 
and Child Protection (KPPPA), schools, and parents must work 
together to conduct massive education about cyberbullying. 
KPPPA also needs to collaborate with the Ministry of Commu-
nication and Information (Kominfo) in conducting digital literacy 
that also discusses the issue of cyberbullying.

Collaboration with related civil society organizations and the 
media is also very important to help implement digital literacy. 
This is intended to create an understanding in the community 
from an early age that cyberbullying is not a justifiable act.

Social



40The Indonesian Update  — Volume XV, No.10 - October 2021

Second, the PPPA Ministry must also clarify information on what 
victims and witnesses should and can do if they feel or see acts of 
cyberbullying. Apart from the government, civil society organi-
zations working on this issue, as well as the media, also need to 
aggressively disseminate information about cyberbullying. This 
step is important considering the many victims of cyberbullying 
who choose to remain silent because they do not know how to 
act to deal with what they are experiencing.

Third, Kominfo needs to work together with social media plat-
forms such as Instagram, Facebook, and others so that these 
platforms can come up with policies and regulations to eliminate 
content that contains cyberbullying. Fourth, the House of Rep-
resentatives must strengthen regulations regarding cyberbully-
ing. This step is important because currently there are no regula-
tions and procedures for the ideal handling of cyberbullying. On 
the other hand, legal processes with contextual and existing legal 
foundations also need to be encouraged to prevent and over-
come cyberbullying and provide a sense of justice for victims and 
a deterrent effect for perpetrators

- Nisaaul Muthiah  -   
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The phenomenon of 
cyberbullying cannot 
continue because it 
has a bad impact on 
victims, witnesses, and 
even perpetrators. 
Various efforts, including 
increasing education, 
are very important to 
do so that people do not 
think that these actions 
are normal things. The 
presence of relevant and 
contextual regulations as 
well as law enforcement 
following existing 
relevant regulations are 
also very important to 
prevent this action and to 
provide a deterrent effect 
to perpetrators, as well 
as to provide a sense of 
justice to victims.
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) )is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of  becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers.

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, political, and legal affairs. The main 
activities which have been conducted by TII in order to achieve our 
vision and mission, are: research, surveys, facilitation and advocacy 
through training and working groups, public discussions, public 
education, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana” or Discourses), 
monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” in Indonesian and “The 
Indonesian Update” in English), mid-year policy analysis (“Policy 
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Assessment”), annual policy analysis (“Indonesian Report”), 
and monthly discussion forum on policy issues (“The Indonesian 
Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Institutional Profile
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 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Economy plays an important role as one 
of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources have 
often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing economic 
policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality 
of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to conduct 
comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the 
studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will 
be continued until the policy evaluation process.

TII focus on economic issues, such as monetary policy and fiscal policy, as 
well as issues on sustainable development by using analysis which refer to 
economic freedom principles. Monetary issues will focus on the Indonesian 
Central Bank to maintain economic stability, both regarding inflation and 
exchange rate. Meanwhile, fiscal policy will focus on the discussions over 
the National Budget and infrastructure development both in the regions 
and in the cities. In relation to sustainable development, TII research is 
focusing on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development, 
and development gap. In addition, TII also upholds economic freedom 
principles in highlighting the importance of individual freedom and 
involvement of private sectors in increasing development and improving 
welfare in Indonesia. 

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with academic paper. This 
stipulation is also confirmed in Law No. 15 Year 2019 on the Amendment of 
Law No. 12 Year 2011 regarding the Formulation of Laws and Regulations. 

Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation both from academic and content 
aspects. Furthermore, academic paper also functions as an early tracking 
over possibilities of overlapping laws and regulations, so that revocation 
of local regulations or other related issues which can be caused by legal, 
economic, or political aspects in the future, can be minimized as soon as 
possible.

TII offers normative and legal research related to harmonization and 
synchronization of laws and regulations, especially in making academic 
papers, legal opinion on harmonization and synchronization of laws and 
regulations, and legislative drafting for the formulation of local regulations 
bill drafts or other laws and regulations.  In addition, TII also offers openly 
research on other legal issues related to Constitutional Law and Public 
Administration, Human Rights, and Political Corruption. 

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

The enactment of Law No. 23 Year 2014 on the latest regulation on the 
Local Government, has created different relations between the Central 
Government and the Local Government. Entering the era of Bureaucracy 
Reform, specification of division of affairs of the Central Government and 
the Local Government has increasingly demanded the implementation of 
good governance principles. The government is demanded to be adaptive 
and responsive towards public aspiration and services.  Therefore, public 
policy research become more important for both the Central Government 
and the Local Government to analyse context and current issues in the 
regions. The government must also consider various actors whether 
political actors or bureaucrats, as well as public’s aspiration and other non-
state actor in policy processes. 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offer 
policy assessment on various policies which were already applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economy, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist government in formulating policies which are in line with context, 
priorities, and people’s aspiration. TII also offers various breakthrough 
of transformative policies according to existing contexts in particular 
and Open Government principles’ implementation in general, in order to 
increase public participation in policy processes, particularly in the era of 
the openness of public information. 

Political Research Division of TII provide analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policy in the strengthening 
of democracy and the establishment of good governance both at the 
national and local levels. Political research forms are offered by TII (1) 
Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, (3) Mapping & 
Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment Research, (5) Survey 
Indicator. 

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, 
the businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society 
to improve social development. Social analysis is important to identify 
strategic issues which are developing and to make the right stakeholders’ 
mapping to promote significant change in the context of development, 
public policy, and democracy in Indonesia.

The Social Research Division is present to offer strong and valid 
recommendations to produce strategic, relevant, efficient and effective, 
and impactful policies, in addressing to existing various issues. For example, 
issues related to education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly. Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy 
Analysis; (2) Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning 
Research; (4) Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation 
Research; and (5) Indicator Survey.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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PRE-ELECTION AND 
REGIONAL HEAD ELECTION

One of the activities carried out and offered by TII is a pre-election 
survey as well as a pre-election and regional head election. The reasons 
underlying the implementation of pre-election and regional head election 
surveys, namely: (1) A good election is a democratic process that can be 
arranged, calculated, and predicted in the resulting process; (2) Survey 
is one of the important and common discussions to measure, calculate, 
and predict how the process and results of the General Election and the 
Regional Head Election will take place, in accordance to the expectations 
of the candidates; (3) It is very important to win in the General Election 
and the Regional Head Election based on empirical, scientific, measurable 
and supportable data.

As one of the important aspects of a strategic candidate’s election, the 
survey is useful for monitoring political power. In this case, the success 
team needs to conduct a survey for: (1) mapping the candidate’s 
position in public perception; (2) mapping voters’ desires; (3) 
publishing the most effective political machinery used as voters; 
and (4) Looking for the most effective medium for the campaign.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed and experienced offered 
by TII is a qualitative evaluation of the projects and programs of non-
governmental organizations and government. Evaluation activities are 
offered TII stages of mid-term evaluation of the project/program (mid-
term evaluation) and also the final evaluation at the end of the project/
program (final evaluation).

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of 
a project or program. Mid-Term Evaluation of the project or program is 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the project or program, and make recommendations for the 
continuity of the project or program. Meanwhile, the final evaluation 
allows us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons learned to 
ensure the achievement of all the objectives of the project or program at 
the end of the project or program.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  

.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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