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FOREWORD
The August 2020 edition of the Indonesian Update raises a main report on the
establishment of the Committee for the COVID-19 Handling and the National
Economic Recovery. The committee consists of two task forces (Satgas);
namely, the COVID-19 Handling Task Force and the National Economic
Recovery Task Force (PEN). This step has been taken due to the various Covid
19 impacts amid the increasing rate of Covid-19 confirmed cases.
In the economic field, the Indonesian Update discusses the monetary policy
introduced by BI by cutting the benchmark interest rate (BI 7-Days Reverse
Repo Rate / BI-7DRRR). In addition, we discuss the threat of economic
recession that is lurking in Indonesia. Some people are optimistic that Indonesia
will survive, but many are also pessimistic. There are appropriate and contextual
policy steps that can be taken by the government to head off a recession.
In the legal field, the Indonesian Update discusses the constitutionality of
limiting political kinship in direct regional elections (Pilkada). The policy of
limiting political rights in terms of preventing the emergence of kinship politics
is basically necessary to balance social justice. In addition, we discuss the
optimal efforts to overcome the practice of money politics in the 2020 Pilkada.
More intense information dissemination is needed. The work of election
administrators should be multiplied in terms of prevention, supervision, and
enforcement.
In the political field, the Indonesian Update discusses the Personal Data
Protection Bill (RUU-PDP). The PDP Bill is important to pass considering the
losses incurred if personal data is misused. Apart from that, we also discuss the
threats that arise from the registration stage of candidates in the 2020 Pilkada.
The threats have something to do with the fact that the involvements of the
masses during the registration pose big risks amid the increasingly widespread
COVID-19. Next, we discuss dynastic political polemics that will still occur
during the 2020 Pilkada. The practice is even developing with the participation
of the relatives of political actors who have great influence, such as the
President, the Vice President, and the Chairs of Political Parties.
In the social sector, the Indonesian Update raises a theme on the efforts to
protect victims of violence against women by the Regional Governments. The
reason is that the pandemic has made women increasingly vulnerable with the
threats of physical, verbal, psychological and sexual violence. These conditions
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have occured in all provinces in Indonesia. In addition, we discuss
socio-economic recovery for persons with disabilities.
The monthly publication of Update Indonesia with actual themes are
expected to help policy makers in government and business - as well
as academics, think tanks, and civil society, both within and outside
the country, to get actual information and contextual analysis of
economic conditions, political, social, and legal in Indonesia, as well
as an understanding of public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.
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Building a COVID-19 Task Force Strategy

Presidential Decree Number 7/2020 on the Task Force for the
Acceleration of the Handling of Coronavirus Disease 2019, or
COVID-19, was revoked on July 20. Then, Presidential Regulation
Number 82/2020 on the Committee for Handling COVID-19 and
National Economic Recovery (Perpres 82/2020) was signed by
President Joko Widodo (Jokowi). The committee consists of two
task forces (Satgas); namely the COVID-19 Handling Task Force
and the National Economic Recovery Task Force (PEN). This
has been taken due to the increasing rate of confirmed cases of
COVID-19.
The transition of the Task Force for the Acceleration of Handling
COVID-19 (Satgas COVID-19) has caused polemics, considering
that there should be performance improvements that the COVID-19
Task Force needs to make. Now, coordination also needs to be done
with the PEN Task Force (Satgas PEN). A more effective strategy
needs to be developed so that the handling of COVID-19 can be
better, without forgetting the performance of the COVID-19 Task
Force.
The COVID-19 Task Force Performance Evaluation
Many aspects of the COVID-19 Task Force’s performance need
to be considered during the transition. There are at least four
conclusions that need to be considered through an analysis based
on public service indicators from Levine et al. (1990), consisting of
productivity, service quality, and responsiveness. These indicators
are also used by The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy
Research (TII) as indicators of performance evaluation of the
COVID-19 Task Force in a mid-year policy review (Wijaya, in TII,
2020). Here is the explanation.

The Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020

3

Main Report
First, related to budget absorption. According to President Jokowi,
when opening a limited meeting on handling COVID-19 at the
Merdeka Palace, Jakarta on August 3, the budget realization
was still very minimal. Of the Rp695 trillion stimulus for handling
COVID-19, the funds realized were only at a level of 20 percent, or
141 trillion (national.kompas.com, 03/08). A number of ministries
have also not compiled the List of Implementation Budgets (DIPA).
According to President Jokowi, the absence of a sense of crisis is the
most basic reason (national.kompas.com, 03/08). The existence of
budget planning through coordination between planning and budget
execution needs to be carried out immediately by each ministry.
Second, the matter of working protection for medical personnel,
both while on duty in health facilities and compensation in the
form of salaries and incentives. This needs to be supported by
data collection, accelerated data updating of health personnel, and
rapid verification by the Ministry of Health (MoH). Thus, every
health worker can receive compensation within the specified time.
According to the Indonesian Doctors Association (IDI), the death
rate for health workers in Indonesia due to COVID-19 is the highest
in the world. It is estimated that the number of deaths among health
workers due to COVID-19 will continue to occur (health.grid.id,
17/07).
Observing this situation, an even distribution of personal protective
equipment (PPE) and other medical devices needs to be pursued
continuously. To facilitate health facilities lacking PPE and other
tools including monitoring, the use of integrated applications can
be considered. An increase in the use of robots is also very much
needed to help medical personnel daily in dealing with COVID-19
patients. This has been done in many health facilities such as
hospitals (RS).
Third, health promotion efforts (Promkes) through an educational
approach need to be carried out in a sustainable manner. Although
it focuses on disseminating information through social media, this
can be done using a variety of ways. However, the existing policies
related to the practice of clean and healthy living habits (PHBS)
and New Habit Adaptation (AKB), such as maintaining distance,
still clash with environmental ecosystems and people’s knowledge.
Health surveillance efforts also need to be intensified and evaluate
the impact of the various AKB derivative regulations that are
running. This aims to get a better approach to the prevention and
handling of COVID-19.
Fourth, increased support needs to be made for networks of Ministry
/ Agency (K / L) research institutions and private institutions
that carry out research on the development and production of
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medical devices and on innovations in preventing and dealing with
COVID-19. For example, seven universities have received a set of
COVID-19 test labs using the Reverse Transcription Polymerase
Chain Reaction / RT PCR (money.kompas.com, 16/04). Such
efforts need to be continuously developed.
In addition, collaboration with partner countries or foreign
companies also needs to be carried out to accelerate the supply of
medical equipment and to be supported by clear agreements and
commitments so that it has a significant impact on both countries.
To support this fourth step, the Indonesian Investment Coordinating
Board (BKPM) has also provided easy licensing through the Online
Single Submission (OSS) system. The number of MoH permits
issued through OSS BKPM also jumped drastically in March 2020,
reaching 5,862 permits from the previous 2,406 permits (national.
kontan.co.id, 01/04).
The Transformation of the COVID-19 Task Force: Several
Strategies
Looking at the tasks carried out in Perpres 82/2020, Satgas
COVID-19 has four main tasks; namely, (1) implementing and
controlling the implementation of strategic policies related to
handling COVID-19; (2) solving problems in implementing
strategic policies related to handling COVID-19; (3) supervising the
implementation of strategic policies related to handling COVID-19;
and (4) establishing and implementing policies, as well as other
necessary steps in the context of accelerating the handling of
COVID-19.
Meanwhile, the Policy Committee, as referred to in Perpres 82/2020,
has the following tasks; namely, (1) formulating strategic policy
recommendations to the President in the context of accelerating the
handling of COVID-19, as well as economic recovery and national
economic transformation; (2) integrating and determining steps for
implementing strategic policies, as well as breakthroughs needed to
accelerate the handling of COVID-19, as well as economic recovery
and national economic transformation; (3) and monitoring and
evaluating the implementation of strategic policies to accelerate the
handling of COVID-19, as well as economic recovery and national
economic transformation.
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Looking at the current job descriptions, the roles played by Satgas
COVID-19 and the Committee have the potential of causing
overlapping tasks and conflicts of interest. For example, the 4th
task of Satgas COVID-19 and the 2nd part of the Committee are
related to determining steps for implementing policies. There is also
coordination with the PEN Task Force.
The more hierarchies or levels there are in public service, the longer
the chain of coordination and decision-making will be. Many efforts
to build a strategy need to be done as an anticipatory step towards
making of Satgas COVID-19 work more effective. Four things need
attention.
First, the derivative regulations of Perpres 82/2020 need to be more
specific in explaining the details of the task to minimize any conflicts
of interest. In other words, it regulates in more detail the position,
duties, functions, reports, funding, and work mechanisms. This
then needs to be followed by the issuance of a decision or policy
of the Governor / Regent / Mayor / Village Head. In this case, the
mechanisms of coordination between the Central and Regional
Governments need to be paid close attention to so as not to add to
the tangled threads of the Central-Regional relations.
Second, the transition to Satgas COVID-19 will be more effective if
it is supported by a clear evaluation of each of the COVID-19 Task
Force implementers who have been on duty. Ideally, public policies
should be based on actual and valid data. The data and the results of
this evaluation can be used as a basis so that any input coming from
the field can be analyzed according to a priority scalez which leads
to several decisions being made. On the other hand, in decisionmaking practice, bounded rationality will always be an obstacle.
Bounded rationality is the boundaries of thought that force
policymakers to limit their views on problems and situations (Simon,
1982). This thinking is limited because the human mind cannot
separate the accumulated information so that not all information or
policy alternatives are accepted or implemented. In other words, a
good evaluation should be followed by efforts to define the problem
accurately and clearly amid bounded rationality, to be included in
the policy agenda.
Observing the current situation, Satgas COVID-19 is collaborating
with the Satgas PEN, of course, the problems brought and
considered will be even more complex. Here, the Committee in
charge needs to be supported by K / L and non-K / L actors who
can define problems accurately and clearly, and minimize the
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existence of good policies that are potentially marginalized. A
review of existing actors needs to be carried out again by looking
at their track records and performance while in the Task Force or in
handling similar cases.
Third, prevention and handling efforts in the forms of early
detection, tracing, and isolation must be prioritized amidst the
re-opening of economic activities due to the social and economic
impacts that arise. This is due to the increase in cases in vulnerable
places; for example, office clusters. To date, 34 workplaces have
been closed because they were confirmed to have positive cases of
COVID-19 (Suara.com, 10/08). This effort needs to be supported
by the existence of monitoring, further prevention, and strict
enforcement of sanctions on these places.
Without massive detection efforts accompanied by monitoring and
enforcement of sanctions, accelerating handling will be a dream.
Although currently Satgas PEN has also been formed, ideally,
prevention efforts should be prioritized, especially now that the
audit capacity is also increasing.
Fourth, it is necessary to map the needs of each implementer in the
field; as a basis for analysis due to the low absorption of the budget.
Budget absorption is one indicator of the success of a work program.
The more the budget is absorbed, the better and the maximum the
implementation or realization of a program.
The mapping of needs is also expected to provide relevant and
contextual needs in all health facilities spread across Indonesia.
However, it does not only focus on medical devices but also
geographical conditions or regional characteristics. There are still
many remote areas in Indonesia, so to provide excellent service,
more specific ideas are needed.
For example, to answer the need for sea transportation to mobilize
COVID-19 patients in remote islands of Indonesia, three students
from the Faculty of Engineering, University of Indonesia (FTUI)
have designed the Smart Integrated Ambulance Boat for COVID-19
(SINAU BOAT-19). The SINAU BOAT-19 ship is equipped with
Internet of Things (IoT) technology in the form of a nurse calling
system, a smart door system, and a smart light system that can be
accessed directly through the smartphone of the medical team and
patients (medcom.id, 03/08). Monitoring patients by doctors and
nurses have become easier. This technology is expected to reduce
physical contact between patients and medical teams to prevent
the transmission of COVID-19 on board.
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Without Forgetting Classic Problems
Various existing strategies need to be accompanied by efforts to
improve public communication as a classic problem. Every policy
strategy that will be and is being implemented need to be considered
without forgetting the essence of public policy itself. Public policy
exists because of the authority and duties of the Government,
which in this case is assigned to Satgas COVID-19, to carry out
public service functions. Public services are related to community
response and participation as the target of every policy taken.
Communication is the key.

The transition of the
COVID-19 Task Force
needs to be balanced with
a more effective strategy
by paying attention to
and following up on
some important notes
related to evaluating
the performance of the
COVID-19 Task Force.

Ideally, the communication between Satgas COVID-19 and
the public starts with efforts to convey existing plans related to
COVID-19 early on. Public policy is not just about information
or information dissemination when the policy already exists. But,
there is also a process of listening to opinions from the public, which
will be carried out even during the urgent conditions.
The fact that there are actors who are elected and competent in
handling crises should not erode the democratic space, especially
in the prevention and handling of COVID-19. The public’s response
to implementing policies is the main determinant. Without public
awareness and compliance to implement health protocols, it
is impossible to accelerate the handling of COVID-19. One of
the things that can be done is that in a press conference, Satgas
COVID-19 needs to explain all forms of reports or evaluations in
more detail and the logical reasons behind any policy decisions that
will be and are being made.
The social media for Satgas COVID-19, such as the covid19.go.id
website and the use of Short Message Service (SMS), also needs
to be maximized to convey various information and developments
related to COVID-19. It is hoped that with the massive role of
Satgas COVID-19, public participation to comply with protocols
and other policies related to prevention can increase, which will
have an impact on accelerating the handling of COVID-19.
- Vunny Wijaya -
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Pulling Down Credit Interest

It has been more or less seven months since countries around the
world have been struggling to reduce the spread of the COVID-19
pandemic. Little by little the efforts have come to fruition, even
though the threats of the second wave are still haunting. This pandemic has not only caused health problems, but also economic
problems. At the macro level, seven countries have officially experienced a recession due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Now, all
countries are doing their best to save themselves from the brink of
recession.
From within the country, various policies have been prepared to
ward off a recession, both from the Government through the Ministry of Finance and from Bank Indonesia (BI). In general, this paper
will focus more on the monetary policies introduced by BI and their
transmission in the real sector. After the outbreak of the COVID-19
case in Indonesia, BI has continued to send responsive and positive
signals to spur economic growth. Although economic growth is not
BI’s main task, BI still shows its concerns. The positive response
emitted by BI is expected to spread the increasing optimism of all
economic actors to remain confident in facing the current situation
(Kuncoro, 2020).
One of the positive responses emitted by BI was cutting the benchmark interest rate (BI 7-Days Reverse Repo Rate / BI-7DRRR).
Since last year, BI has cut the BI-7DRRR by 175 bps. Last July, the
BI-7DRRR was already at the 4 percent level. In BI’s logic, cutting
the benchmark interest rate will lower the deposit interest rates,
which will then press down the lending rates. A reduction in credit
interest rates will reduce the costs of capital for companies to invest. The next round, consumption, and investment activities will
increase. The final round will have an impact on the acceleration of
national economic recovery (Putri, 2016).

The Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020

9

Economics
From Theories to Facts in the Field
From a theoretical perspective, the reduction in the benchmark interest rate (BI-7DRRR) is certainly a reference in determining bank
interest rates. However, at a practical level, the effectiveness of the
BI repo rate reduction in suppressing bank interest rates is highly
dependent on the degree of pass-through in interest rates (Kuncoro,
2017). Furthermore, the degree of pass-through in interest rates
itself measures how responsive banks are in setting interest rates.
In the case of a complete (or perfect) degree of pass-through, the
reduction in the BI-7DRRR will be offset by a reduction in bank
interest rates with a proportionate reduction in the amount of reduction in the BI-7DRRR. In other words, the speed and fulfillment
of the pass-through from the reference interest rate to the money
market and banking are the forces of monetary policy transmission
(De Bondt, 2002).
Several studies from Tai, Sek, & Har (2012) concluded that in Indonesia, a policy transmission from money market interest rates to
credit interest rates, and deposits took a relatively long time. Not
only that, but this study also showed that Indonesia had a small
size of pass-through when compared to Malaysia and Singapore.
This meant that the monetary authorities in Indonesia were unable
to effectively control market interest rates through official interest
rates (reference interest rates) in achieving targeted policy targets,
as well as the imperfect financial market, which was characterized
by a lack of integration in financial markets.
The results of this study were also supported by the fact that the
average working capital loan (KMK) interest in the fourth quarter
of 2019 was 11.37 percent, then in the second quarter of 2020, it
was 10.8 percent. This means that the reduction in loan interests
is only 57 bps. Meanwhile, the average investment credit (KI) in
the fourth quarter of 2019 was recorded at 11.39 percent and 10.81
percent in the second quarter of this year. This means that the decline in lending rates was recorded at only 58 bps. Furthermore,
the average interest rate for consumption credit (KK) experienced
the lowest drop only 8 bps during the same period. Thus, it can be
concluded that the decrease in credit interest is only 1/3 bps of the
decrease in BI’s benchmark interest. The decline in credit interest
rates, which was much smaller than the BI 7DRRR cut, has resulted
in a dichotomy between the monetary sector and the real sector.
It is not surprising that in the first semester of 2020, credit growth
was recorded at 1.49 percent; that is, a further decrease compared
to the first quarter of 2020 with a growth of 2.27 percent (Tempo,
2020)
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As a result, even though the benchmark interest rate has fallen, the
real sector still does not move because the degree of pass-through
has not run perfectly when BI cut its benchmark interest rate. As
a result, BI’s efforts to boost economic growth have seemed like a
‘toothless tiger’, as a result of banking actors who have tended to
be defensive.
What has caused it?
Banking decisions in setting interest rates are influenced by various
factors,. such as transaction costs, inflation risks, depreciation, and
especially the characteristics of the debtor (Kuncoro, 2017). First,
in Fisher’s Theory, the real interest rate is the interest rate after
deducting inflation. Therefore, banks tend to take into account the
risk of inflation to maintain the real interest rates enjoyed by banks.
As a result, the nominal interest rates issued by banks have become
high. Then, the risks of depreciation are considered as opportunity
costs if the funds channeled to domestic debtors are loaned to other
parties in foreign currency denominations.
Furthermore, the characteristics of the debtors are calculated with
the 5C principle (character, capacity, capital, collateral, and conditions of the economy). All these risks are borne by the debtors as
a premium, which creates high-interest rates to avoid bad credits.
With this problematic scheme, it is not surprising that banks are
rigid in reducing their interest rates. This is increasingly complex,
coupled with the situation amid this pandemic, which makes banks
reluctant to provide credit due to fears of default from debtors. As
a result, these problems have further aggravated the process of national economic recovery by stimulating demand.
From a micro perspective, according to a study conducted by Pujianti and Sitorus (2016); Ratna Sri W and Boedi Armanto (2013);
and Rizky Yudaruddin (2014), and the calculation of the HerfindahlHirschman index value or HHI, it can be seen that the Indonesian
banking market structure is classified as an oligopoly market. According to Muhammad Teguh (2010), there are five formal characteristics of oligopoly, namely: many companies that operate, but
only a few that control the market; homogeneous products, pricedetermining producers; barriers to entry and exit from the market;
and producers who maximize profits. These characteristics have
also been proven to occur in the Indonesian banking industry. This
oligopolistic banking market structure makes small banks make decisions based on big banks, considering that in Indonesia large banks
are still the Mecca for small banks. The flexibility of Indonesian
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banks towards the benchmark interest rate (BI-7DRRR), which is
still persistent, has made Indonesian banks less dynamic in setting
interest rates.
Recommendations
Departing from the problems above, here are some recommendations that can be done:
First, in the short term, the Financial Services Authority (OJK) can
coordinate with large banks, such as state-owned banks, to become
a benchmark for small and medium scale banks to spur down their
lending rates.
Second, to improve banking efficiency, OJK can coordinate with
banks to cut banking transaction costs by taking advantage of advances in digital technology, where transactions for both savings
and credit are carried out digitally, as is done by fintech players (financial technology). Thus, it will save costs for building branches or
buildings and ATMs.

Even though the
benchmark interest rate
has fallen, the real sector
remains unchanged
because the degree of
pass-through has not run
perfectly when BI cut
its benchmark interest
rate. As a result, BI’s
efforts to boost economic
growth have seemed like
a ‘toothless tiger’, as a
result of banking actors
who have tended to be
defensive.

Third, from a macroeconomic perspective, Bank Indonesia must
guard against future inflationary risks. Thus, the nominal interest
rate will decrease in line with the risks of gentle inflation. Thus,
banks can still enjoy margins from the difference in nominal interest
rates and the risks of inflation.
Fourth, in the long term, by looking at the banking structure that
tends to be oligopolistic, to carry out banking efficiency, OJK needs
to carry out strict supervision of banking practices and activities
so as not to result in violations of banking competition, such as the
emergence of banks that have dominant positions.
- M. Rifki Fadilah -
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Facing a Recession: What Can We Do?

Lately, various reputable online newspapers have been reporting on
the news about countries that are officially experiencing a recession, including countries that are quite powerful, such as Singapore,
South Korea, Hong Kong to German. The United States is reportedly experiencing the same thing.
Technically, a country is said to be in a recession if it’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) contracts or is negative in two or more consecutive quarters on an annual basis. This means that the four countries
have experienced minus growth since the first quarter of 2020, or
after the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. The implication
is that now the COVID-19 pandemic has also transformed from
health into an economic crisis. If it is not resolved immediately, it
will lead to a social crisis.
The threats of recession are also lurking in Indonesia. Indonesia’s
economic growth in the second quarter has been confirmed to be
negative. No doubt, some parties are optimistic that Indonesia will
survive in the third quarter, but many are also pessimistic. So, will
Indonesia repeat the bad luck it had in 1998? Then, what policies
can be taken by the government to prevent a recession? This paper
will try to answer it briefly and clearly.
Conditions amid the ‘New Normal’ Transition
Entering June 2020, the government is planning a ‘new normal’
policy, which is later called a New Habitual Adaptation (AKB). This
policy is a form of relaxation of the Large-Scale Social Restrictions
(PSBB) policy. As is well known, the PSBB policy has brought difficult externalities, especially for an economy that relies on physical
meetings. Therefore, when the IMR was implemented, the community was given space to return to activities, including starting
economic activities, but with stricter health protocol measures.
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From the data on the Google Mobility Index, it can be seen that
the mobility of the people towards supermarkets and pharmacies
has increased significantly. It can be said that the sectors that recovered first were the basic needs and medicines sectors. In fact,
since July 2020, this sector appears to be recovering with a trend
of near-normal mobility. Then, community mobility has also begun
to be high towards the workplace even though it is still 20 percent
below normal.
From the data above, it can also be said that many offices have
started to carry out their daily business activities. The implication is
that people who were previously laid off and did not receive salaries
will now get back their incomes as their offices have begun to operate. The multiplier effect is that the level of public confidence will
soon recover. As a result, purchasing power will soon rise.
The public movement data are also in line with the Purchasing Manager Index: Manufacturing (PMI) data. In simple terms, if the PMI
number <50, it indicates a contraction. Meanwhile, if PMI> 50, it
indicates an expansion. PMI data for June 2020 has shown signs of
reborn (39.1) after previously slumping (28.6) in March. This means
that in June 2020, the manufacturing industry has begun to show
an improvement, even though it has not yet reached the expansion
stage. We should be grateful. This means that the production process has started to run and as previously explained, the community
has gradually returned to work even though the capacity is below
normal.
There is one interesting thing that I would like to say that if we pay
close attention, reborns did occur from May to June 2020. In fact,
in July 2020 the economy tends to stagnate. From this explanation,
it also seems that the policy of relaxing social restrictions cannot
be justified to encourage the economy to return to normal. It is
not surprising, then, that hopes for the V-Shaped curve have faded.
This is because the requirement to become a V-Shaped is that this
mobility curve must at least continue to increase towards the baseline and even exceed it. So, it is likely that Indonesia will face a UShaped curve and the worst being an L-Shaped curve. If so, then
Indonesia is really on the brink of recession.
Fighting the Recession
So what can be done to prevent a recession? In normal situations,
ideally, we can encourage the economy from within and from out-
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side. However, the situation is different now. The world economy
is experiencing supply and demand shocks. We also cannot expect
much from exports and imports. Thus, what we can do is to focus
on domestic/domestic sources of growth.
In domestic sources of growth, especially in normal situations, we
can boost it through private investment. However, we need to be
realistic and rational. Economic shutdown and sluggish demand
have had an impact on the business world. Why is that? This is because the rational investment will only increase if there is demand
and if there is consumption. Investors will think about why to invest
if the demands for goods and services are falling. The long tail can
be a negative return and lead to an accumulation of stock.
So, what are the alternatives? First, the author agrees with
Blanchard (2014), who says that in the short term, economic growth
can only be driven by driving demand. The next question is, how
do you create demand? At this point, the authors agree with what
Basri (2020) who said that the economy would not recover automatically unless the government stepped in to boost demand. The
implication is that the government must take all the steps for the
safety of the community and to restore the economy until a vaccine
is found. Therefore, the breath of fiscal policy must be longer.
The author agrees for the government to expand the scope of social
assistance recipients, in the form of Direct Cash Assistance (BLT),
the Family Hope Program (PKH), and other social assistance programs. However, has the problem been resolved? Of course not.
Even though the government has poured billions of rupiahs to encourage consumption through social assistance programs, the problem is that currently there is a change in the behavior of the community.
See, for example, data from The Economist (2020) that there is
an interesting phenomenon in Sweden that applies a relaxed scenario when there is a lockdown. Meanwhile, Denmark applies strict
scenarios However, both have something in common; namely, that
people spend less money. This means that currently, people’s behavior has changed to spend less money.
This is also the case in Indonesia, as people are worried about the
future economic situation, especially due to the sentiments and
news of countries experiencing a recession. The implication is that
people have withheld their consumption. This has then made the
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demand for goods and services also decrease. This is in line with
LPEM UI’s (2020) data which shows that household consumption,
which accounts for more than half of Indonesia’s GDP, has slowed
down to 2.84 percent (year on year / yoy). This is well below the
5.01 percent recorded in the same period last year (being the lowest
growth since Q2 2001).
So, it is not surprising that the inflation data for the last five months
have decreased. It was noted that the Consumer Price Index inflation rate in June fell 0.23 percent compared to the previous month;
namely, by 1.96 percent (yoy), which was below the BI target range
of 3 - 1 percent for the first time in 2020. In fact, such as previously
mentioned, the current consumption is the ultimate weapon to prevent a recession (BPS, 2020).
Policy Recommendations
Therefore, there are several recommendations the government can
take to push back demand and head off a recession.
First, the government must fix health problems. Health equipment
and facilities must be the top priority. If these health problems cannot be mitigated, then economic recovery will be sluggish. Moreover, currently, the sentiment of the spread of the COVID-19 virus
is still one of the reasons people are reluctant to go shopping.
Second, from the demand side, the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Social Affairs can work together to expand the coverage of
recipients of social assistance, especially through BLT (with all its
shortcomings) to middle-income class aspiring people. The forms
can also be various; for example, giving shopping coupons that have
a certain period. Thus, their purchasing power will be helped, and in
the next cycle demand, the consumption will move and economic
growth will roll on.
This has also been implemented in several states in the United
States, where people belonging to the aspiring middle-income class
are given a shopping voucher every month. Thus, they are given the
freedom to buy the necessities they need. Regarding the amount of
assistance like that, further study is needed. However, according
to the author, the amount should not exceed the existing minimum
wage limit, because if it is given too much it will create a new paradox, in which people will become dependent and reluctant to work
in the future.
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Third, from the supply side, the Ministry of Finance can provide
credit guarantees to credit guarantee institutions. Thus, the issue of
bank reluctance to extend credit (credit crunch) due to bad credit
sentiment will not occur. Thus, the public can access capital from
banks to expand their business.
Fourth, the Committee for Handling COVID-19 and National Economic Recovery (PEN) needs to think about how the future exit
strategy is to tackle a recession. This committee is very important
to provide information dissemination about risk-based communication and health protocol infrastructure to ensure a sense of security
in the new habit adaptation era. That way, people will feel confident in the current situation and become more open to spending
their money.

The threats of an
economic recession are
also lurking in Indonesia.
Some are optimistic
that Indonesia will
survive, but many are
also pessimistic. So, will
Indonesia repeat its bad
luck like in 1998? There
are some appropriate and
contextual policy steps
that can be taken by the
government to head off a
recession.

- M. Rifki Fadilah -
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The Constitutionality of
Kinship Politics Limitation in Pilkada

Kinship politics is one of the many themes that are being discussed
again ahead of the 2020 Regional Head General Elections (Pemilukada / Pilkada). This theme has surfaced with the emergence of
names who have direct or indirect kinships with public officials in
the 2020 Pilkada candidacy market.
These names include Gibran Rakabuming, Bobby Afif Nasution,
Wahyu Purwanto, and Doli Sinomba Siregar, who are the son, sonin-law and the relatives of President Joko Widodo; Siti Nur Azizah,
who is the daughter of Vice President Ma’ruf Amin; Rahayu Saraswati Djojohadikusumo, who is the niece of the Minister of Defense
and the Chair of Gerindra, Prabowo Subianto; Pilar Saga Ichsan,
who is the son of the Regent of Serang, Ratu Tatu Chasanah, and
many more.
This phenomenon is certainly not a new one. Prior to 2013, as
many as 60 regional heads and vice regional heads in certain regions
had been identified by the Ministry of Home Affairs as having kinships with incumbents and public officials (national.kompas.com,
18/10/2013).
In the simultaneous regional elections from 2015 to 2018, there
were as many as 202 candidates for regional heads and vice regional
head who had kinships with public officials. 117 of them were later
elected, while the remaining 85 lost in the elections (kompas.id,
3/08). This means that more than half, or 58 percent of candidates
for heads and vice regional heads who were elected and currently
are in the office, are relatives or have kinships with certain public
officials.
The Impact of Kinship Politics
The impact of kinship politics, of course, can be said to be the seed
of oligarchy, fuel for corruption, and affirmation of abuse of power.
In terms of government internalities, this will stagnate the circula-
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tion of power. The transfer of power will only revolve around the
elite.
Not only that, it is almost certain that there are no articles in the
Pilkada regulations and legislations that allow for unhealthy competition. However, at the cadre level, kinship politics will undermine is
unhealthy competition.
Through kinship practices, political parties will give its recommendations to participate in elections to those who have the luxury of
the political kinships. In many ways, these figures are likely to win
compared to the pure cadres who, despite their quality, do not sufficient networks, capital and political backgrounds.
A similar thing can be found in government externalities. The oversight over power will be sluggish and weakened if the distribution of
power is based on kinships. The impact, of course, will open space
for irregularities, such as corruption, collusion and nepotism.
Some examples are the corruption cases that have occurred in the
last few years. These include the red-handed operation (OTT) carried out by the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) at the
end of 2016 against the Mayor of Cimahi for the 2012-2017 period,
Atty Suharti, and her husband, Itoc Tochija, who previously also
served as the Mayor of Cimahi. Both were involved in a corruption
case of the bribery of the Cimahi New Upper Market development
project worth Rp. 57 billion (regional.kompas.com, 30/08/2017).
At the beginning of July last month. KPK had arrested the East
Kutai Regent, Ismunandar, and his wife, Encek Unguria, who also
served as the Chair of the East Kutai Regional People’s Representative Council (DPRD). Both are suspected of accepting bribes in
connection with a number of Infrastructure projects in East Kutai
(national.kompas.com 4/07).
The Constitutional Court’s Decision and Human Rights Obstacles
This series of facts certainly show close kinship politics will result
in deviations and abuse of authority. The issue of political dynasty
is not only about right and wrong. In addition, it is also about moral
values and political ethics that will determine the future and the
process of consolidating democracy in Indonesia.
Unfortunately, efforts to limit or close the loopholes for the emergence of kinship politics are often stumbled by human or citizen
rights reasons. This is precisely illustrated when the restriction rules
The Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020

19

Legal
were crystallized in the Articles and Explanations of Article 7 letter
r of Law Number 8/2015 concerning Pilkada (Law No.8 of 2015,
immediately sued at the Constitutional Court (MK), and collided
with several articles of the Law and the 1945 Constitution of the
Republic of Indonesia (UUD 1945).
As stated in Article 27 paragraph (1), “All citizens shall have the
same status before the law and government without exception,”
Article 28D paragraph (1), “Everyone has the right to recognition,
guarantee, protection and fair legal certainty and equal treatment
before the law, “and Article 28D paragraph (3),” Every citizen has
the right to equal opportunities in government, “and Article 28I
paragraph (2) of the 1945 Constitution,” Everyone has the right to
be free from discriminatory treatment on any basis and is entitled to
protection against such discriminatory treatment. “
Some of these articles are proposed as arguments to test the constitutionality of Article 7 letter r, which clearly limits a person to
be a candidate for a regional head and a vice head, with the conditions that the person concerned “has no conflict of interest with the
incumbent.” In the explanation of the article, it is stated what the
picture of the norms meant is, “... not having blood relations, marital relations and / or lineages of 1 (one) level straight up, down, sideways to the incumbent; namely, fathers, mothers, in-laws, uncles,
aunts, brothers, sisters, in-laws, children, in-laws unless they have
passed a time interval of 1 (one) term of office. “
Due to a number of considerations as outlined in Decision Number
33 / PUU-XIII / 2015, the Constitutional Court then canceled the
article and declared it contrary to the 1945 Constitution. According
to the Constitutional Court, the limitation of rights contained in the
article, along with its explanation, was discriminatory. Because on
the one hand, this article contains differences in treatment based
solely on the birth and kinship status of a person. On the other
hand, this limitation is seen as having certain motives, which are
clearly intended to prevent groups of people or family members of
the incumbent regional head from exercising their constitutional
rights in terms of being elected for office.
In addition, the Constitutional Court also viewed that this article
was formulated with criteria that did not meet the provisions of limiting rights in Article 28J paragraph (2) of the 1945 Constitution.
This means that the restrictions imposed in order to prevent kin-
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ship politics are considered as respect for the rights and freedoms
of others in accordance with moral considerations, religious values,
security and public order in a democratic society. “
In addition, Article 7 letter r of Law no. 8 of 2015, is also considered
not in accordance with the opinion of the Constitutional Court as
stated in the Decision Number 011-017 / PUU-I / 2003 regarding
voting rights (both active and passive) in general elections. This is
because according to the Constitutional Court, the limitation of
rights is usually based only on considerations of incompetence. For
example, such as “... factors of age and mental conditionsl, as well
as the impossibility such as the right to vote, have been revoked by
court decisions that have permanent legal force and are generally
individual and not collective in nature.”
Antinomies and What has been missed in the Considerations
What is failed to be considered in the decision is that the limiting
norm in terms of preventing the emergence of this kinship politics is
basically antinomic. This means that restrictions on people who are
related to the incumbentncan be considered contrary to the principle of universality, which views everyone as having the right to
vote and to be elected.
However, what if on the other hand, this is viewed or confronted
with social justice? Or in other words, what if without such limitation provisions, the rights of everyone to be able to be elected and
to vote are negated by the social conditions of a person, which
are not necessarily equal? One example is hereditary background
or closeness and kinship with an official or person who has access
to power.
Moreover, the limitation of rights as stipulated in Article 7 letter r,
basically cannot be seen solely as a discriminatory policy with a negative connotation. Rather, it can be seen as a policy of affirmative
action or positive discrimination, whose enforcement is in line with
the provisions of Article 28H paragraph (2) of the 1945 Constitution, “Everyone has the right to special facilities and treatment to
obtain equal opportunities and benefits in order to achieve equality
and justice.”
In this way, this provision can then be seen to be in tune with and in
line with the criteria for limiting rights as stated in the formulation
of Article 28J paragraph (2) of the 1945 Constitution. Primarily, in
terms of “... fulfilling fair demands in accordance with moral considerations, ... and public order in a democratic society. “ Because
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of the limitation, it does not limit a person’s absolute right to democracy. However, it still provides an exception, which can lift the
restrictions if the incumbent who has close kinship with him has
passed the lull of 1 (one) term of office.
For this reason, as stated by Suseno (2016), in describing John
Rawls’s theory of justice, “If freedom is excessive, social justice will
certainly suffer.” Both freedom and equality or equality basically
cannot be attributed to both. Thus, this provision is basically necessary and necessary to be revived in order to balance social justice.

- Muhammad Aulia Y Guzasiah -
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political rights in terms of
preventing the emergence
of kinship politics is
basically needed to
balance social justice,
which can be seen as
a policy of affirmative
action or positive
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enforcement is in line
with the provisions of
Article 28H paragraph
(2) of the 1945
Constitution, “Everyone
has the right to receive
convenience and special
treatment to get the same
opportunities and benefits
in order to achieve
equality and justice. “
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Pilkada, Recession and Money Politics

The theme of money politics often re-appears during democratic
parties. These include the regional direct electioms (Pemilukada /
Pilkada), which will be held simultaneously in 270 regions.
There are several things that have made this issue urgent to be discussed. First, the impact of money politics itself. Second, the threats
of a recession that due to the pandemic. Such conditions, of course,
have practically made Pilkada on December 9 a fertile ground for
systematic money politics.
Money politics
In general, money politics can be understood as a form of electoral
mobilization by giving money, gifts or goods to get people’s votes
in elections (Muhtadi, 2019). In some literatures, money politics is
often referred to as electoral corruption.
That is because money politics is a fraudulent act in elections, which
is essentially the same as corruption (Estlund, 2012). A number of
studies refer to money politics in the theory of political distribution
that can be divided into two forms.
First, specific money politics refers to the retail strategy of buying
and selling votes (vote buying). In terms of time, it is usually carried
out ahead of the election or what we know as the “dawn attack.”
Generally, it is done before the D-D election, or sometimes it is also
done after the support has been given (Muhtadi, 2018).
Second, money politics can be done through a strategy of wholesale
money politics, which is collective and more long-term in nature.
This strategy is usually carried out by abusing policies, such as social assistance or grants or pork barrel funds for electoral interests
(Muhtadi, 2018).
In many ways, the impact of money politics will certainly delegitimize the democratic system itself. Because in practice, it will inThe Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020
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directly kill and shift the substance of competition, which usually
occurs in democratic systems. This will reduce a battle of ideas and
work programs to a nominal battle and simple buying and selling of
votes.
The conditions clearly negate healthy competition, which implies
that the tighter competition between election participants, the better it is for democratic life itself. For example, election winners will
be motivated to continue to maintain their performance because
they realize that they can be replaced by political opponents in the
next election.
Meanwhile, the losing parties will try to find loopholes in the policies and political attitudes of the winners, by offering various alternative solutions to seize power in the next election.
A Recession and the Money Politics Gap
What should be anticipated later is that the momentum of holding
the 2020 regional elections will be held in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. This will not only have an impact on public health
but also on the country’s economic conditions. This can be seen
from the large number of businesses or companies that have become suspended, massive layoffs, and the threats of a recession.
As of last May alone, the Minister of Cooperatives and Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (UMKM), Teten Masduki, stated
that as many as 47 percent of MSMEs had to “go out of business”
due to the impact of COVID-19 (business.tempo.co, 20/05). Meanwhile, in more specific sectors, such as the tourism sector, more
than 2,000 hotels and 8,000 restaurants / entertainment venues in
Indonesia have stopped operating. As many as 13 million tourism
workers had to be laid off (Sofyan Consulting, 2020).
It is not surprising that these conditions have resulted in an annual
economic growth or Year on Year (YoY) in the second quarter of
2020, being at a level of -5.32 percent. It is deeper than the government’s estimation in the range of -4.3 to -4.8 percent (cnbcindonesia.com, 5/08).
In addition, if viewed from the quarter-to-quarter comparison
(QtQ), Indonesia’s economy has also been at a negative level twice
in a row. It can be seen that in the first quarter of 2020, Indonesia’s
economic growth in QtQ was recorded at -2.41 percent. Then, in
the second quarter, it was at a level of -4.9 percent. These condi-
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tions clearly show that the Indonesian economy is on the verge of a
recession (money.kompas.com 12/08).
The increase in the percentage and number of poor people in the
middle of this year can also be said to be inseparable from this
chain impact. As reported by the Central Statistics Agency (BPS)
(2020), in March 2020, it was at a level of 9.78 percent, or as many
as 26.42 million people. This figure was stated to have increased
by 0.56 percent, or as many as 1.63 million people from September
2019m This was an increase of 0.37 percent or 1.28 million people
from March 2019.
The various impacts and conditions rely solely on capital and money politics. The modes and tactics include social assistance, medical
devices, and personal protective equipment.
Legislations and Implementation Limits
Rules related to prohibitions and criminal provisions against the
practice of money politics can actually be found in Article 187A of
Law Number 10 of 2016 concerning the Second Amendment to
Law Number 1 of 2015 concerning Stipulation of Government Regulations in Lieu of Law Number 1 of 2014 concerning Election of
Governors, Regents, and Mayors Becomes Law (Law No. 10/2016).
In this article, the provisions that state that “Anyone who deliberately commits an act against the law, promises, or gives money
or other material in return to Indonesian citizens either directly
or indirectly to influence voters not to exercise their right to vote,
to uses their right to vote with certain methods so that the votes
become invalid, to elect certain candidates, or not to elect certain
candidates as referred to in Article 73 paragraph (4) shall be punished with imprisonment for a minimum of 36 (thirty six) months
and a maximum of 72 (seventy two) months and a fine of at least
Rp.200,000,000.00 (two hundred million rupiah) and a maximum
of Rp.1,000,000,000.00 (one billion rupiah). “
Interestingly, this article is not only imposed on the perpetrators.
It is also imposed against voters who are proven to have deliberately committed an illegal act by accepting the gift or promise as
intended. Even so, the implementation of this rule is unfortunately
constrained and limited in terms of time.
According to Law no. 10/2016, the state institution assigned to oversee the practice of fraud (the Election Supervisory Board (Bawaslu)
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is mandated to only be able to take action against abuse of power
within six months, prior to the determination of a candidate for a
regional head. Likewise, if the campaign team commits a fraud.
Meanwhile, long before the pilkada stages resumed, a number of
incumbents had the potential to come back and were abusing their
authority by providing assistance during the COVID-19 pandemic.
As disclosed by the Chair of Bawaslu RI, Abhan, in a virtual discussion dated 5 May yesterday, in several regions there have been
modes of money politics wrapped in social assistance using the labels and logo of regional heads. Some of them are even wrapped in
political jargon, which is not on behalf of the government, but on
behalf of themselves (mediaindonesia.com 5/05).

In making optimal efforts
to overcome the practice
of money politics, it is
necessary to have more
intensive informatiom
disseminatiom and more
duplicate work by the
election organizers, in
terms of prevention,
supervision and
prosecution.

Some of the areas referred to were disclosed by a member of Bawaslu, Mochammad Afifuddin on a separate occasion. Among
them are Bengkulu, Riau, South Sumatra, Jambi, Lampung, Batam, West Java, East Java, Central Java, Gorontalo, and Papua
(antaranews.com 20/07)
Now, the pilkada stages have been resumed, and this August the
practice of money politics should have been cracked down. However, handling it is certainly not as easy as imagined. Because there
are still several problems and obstacles in the field, such as the absence of legal protection for the reporting witnesses.
Such conditions, of course, have caused people to be reluctant to
report their practice. If there is, they may not participate in the legal process. This is because cases of money politics are often intertwined with complex political issues and involve local elites. Also,
it is related to the proving process and the very limited time constraints.
This situation is certainly a challenge in itself, not only for Bawaslu,
but also for all election organizers, the Government, and the public
as voters themselves. For this reason, in making optimal efforts to
overcome the practice of money politics, more intensive informtion
dissemination and more multiplying work by election administrators
are needed, in terms of prevention, supervision and enforcement.

- Muhammad Aulia Y. Guzasiah -
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Personal Data and the Importance of Protection

What is privately owned, and what can be accessed repeatedly and continuously by outsiders are the current discussions
about personal data in the digital age. These discussions have
also branched into various other conversations, such as the commodification and surveillance of personal data.
Similar discussions are also present in the Indonesian context.
The draft regulation, which provides provisions on how to carry
out the processing and control of personal data, is still being formulated. Recently, the House of Representatives of the Republic
of Indonesia (DPR-RI) even stated that the draft of the Personal
Data Protection Bill (RUU PDP) was targeted to be completed in
October 2020 (kompas.com, 28/7).
The importance of passing the RUU PDP is also based on the
large number of internet users in Indonesia. The data from the
Central Statistics Agency (BPS) shows that internet users in
Indonesia in 2019 reached 115 million people (population aged
five years and over), or 47.69 percent. This figure even shows
a larger number when referring to the report of the Indonesian
Internet Service Providers Association (APJII). The number of
internet users in Indonesia, according to the 2019 APJII report,
reached 64.8 percent (171.17 million people).
So, do the millions of Indonesian internet users understand the
importance of personal data, as well as the harm that can be
caused when there is misuse of it?
Understanding Personal Data
In order to understand the urgency of protecting personal data,
defining it cannot be overlooked. According to Luci Pangrazio
and Neil Selwyn (2018), personal data is defined as part of information that can identify certain individuals. This information
includes numbers, characters, symbols, images, electromagnetic
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waves, sensors, and sounds (Kitchin, 2014 in Pangrazio and Selwyn, 2018).
However, does the information that can identify an individual
automatically belongs to that particular individual? The debate
on what is someone’s privacy or personal property is then important to be addressed. After all, this has long been present in the
binary opposition scheme.
The classical Greek era provides an example. There was a debate over placing laws (nomos) in the domestic or household
sphere (oikos), and in the city-state sphere (polis). These two
distinctions cannot be immediately understood as the dichotomy
between the private sphere (res privata) and the public sphere
(res publica) as it is currently understood. However, this debate
has generated tensions, because the rules of the two domains
often intersect and cause polemics (Suryajaya, 2014).
This is still ongoing today, with what is considered private property in the physical and digital space. Priscilla M. Regan (2002)
has analyzed this distinction of privacy in the two spaces, and
found a model of privacy degree adjustment with different characteristics in it. This then presents an idea of privacy as a common good, as privacy fulfills the prerequisites as general, public,
and collective values for the society (Regan, 1995). This means
that all individuals are believed to understand and accept privacy
at some level. Privacy also influences the democratic political
system, and becomes a collective value whose minimum threshold is used by many people.
The view above also contrasts with the understanding of privacy
as a private good. In the book Privacy and Freedom, Alan Westin
(1967) defines privacy in the context of individual rights, especially with regard to the right to control information about the
person concerned.
However, when a person’s privacy is integrated electronically,
there is an assumption that all information contained in it can
no longer be interpreted as belonging to that one individual fully.
This is because the aspects that make personal information can
be commodified are inseparable (Mell, 1996 in Regan, 2002).

The Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020

28

Politics
The discussion from privacy issues as above then leads to further debates, for example regarding the use of personal data for
economic purposes and surveillance purposes. What is known as
dataveillance and data mining are activities related to the use of
personal data that remain worrying for internet users these days
(Clarke, 1988; Bigus, 1996 in Regen, 2002).
Retrieval of Personal Data: The Urgency
The Cambridge Analytica scandal has become a turning point
for many people to be more concerned about personal data issues. It is not surprising because the practices of abuse had involved 87 million data of Facebook users globally (theguardian.
com, 11/7/2018). Similar but not the same, there have been many
violations of personal data in Indonesia. Unfortunately, there are
still many people who perceive these violations as insignificant,
because they have not felt the impacts directly.
Online media footprints easily guide us back to remembering
cases that have threatened the personal data security of Indonesian internet users. An example was the leakage of 91 million
data from Tokopedia users, which was followed by the issue of
voters’ data leakage of the 2014 Indonesia General Elections (cnbcindonesia.com, 12/5; kompas.com, 22/5).
In addition to data mining, which only benefits one party, surveillance cases followed by hacking of personal accounts is also another form of personal data breach in Indonesia. Hacking Whatsapp accounts, such as in the Ravio Patra case, is a phenomenon
that also often occurs in Indonesia (dw.com, 24/4).
Then, the two examples of violation cases above have clearly illustrated threats to the personal data of internet users in Indonesia, for the actions with economic interests, or actions based on
survelliance interests. These two things will be discussed below.
In the case of data mining, losses are often not directly realized.
Internet users are always placed as the subject of ‘gratefulness’
because they can access various information from internet service providers for free. In fact, they do not realize that the surfing activities they do can actually be interpreted as production
activities. Agus Sudibyo (2019) voiced the idea again by using
the terminology data as labor. This means that all information
generated by internet users is a unit that can be exchanged for
profit for the subject. Therefore, service providers should give

The Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020

29

Politics
incentives to internet users for “work” carried out on the available platforms. Finally, the logical consequence of this idea also
has the potential to create a new working class: data owners and
producers (Sudibyo, 2019).
However, the penetration of the ‘gratefulness’ idea for the free
access available is still a common understanding that makes users’ information considered as something that is automatically
owned by internet service providers (data as capital). Therefore,
the reuse, manipulation, and distribution of data to third parties
are considered as the given rights for the internet service providers. In essence, the practices of surveillance capitalism are legitimate to be implemented in our various activities in the digital
world. Although, these practices are considered to be contrary
to the spirit of democracy and liberalism, which fight for workers’ rights to be able to obtain property rights that previously
only owned by employers (Sudibyo, 2019).
Surveillance practices that are not based on economic interests
are equally worrying. Questions about the urgency of surveillance are always worth asking. Why is it important to know all
the movements of individuals within, or even outside, a country?
This paper is then helped by the negative logic constructed in
a risk society, which has an emphasis on fear and the social distribution of ‘bad’. The two points that are emphasized then encourage the emergence of an assessment of an unsafe society,
perpetual insecurity, and also a thirst to know more about the
risks (Ericson and Haggerty, 1997 in Regan, 2002).
Unfortunately, the logic of the risk society that encourages surveillance activities has resulted in the presence of an irresistible
desire to seek information continuously on general and particular subjects (Regan, 2002). This is dangerous, because it makes
the limitation of ‘minimal information required’ for risk mitigation overly absent. No doubt, this condition makes surveillance
activities seem never ends.
The two things discussed above represent some of the many
issues related to personal data. The role of regulation is highly
expected so that it can provide rules of the game that can bring
justice to internet users in Indonesia.
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Note: RUU PDP and the Security for Users
The two cases above reinforce the belief that even it is delayed
by the pandemic, the journey towards the enactment of the RUU
PDP must still be waited for. This provision, which has adopted a
lot from the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), is intended to guarantee the protection of citizens’
personal data rights.
However, it is important to also underline that law enforcement,
when this provision has been enacted, plays a major role in determining the success of the state in providing protection for the
personal data of its citizens. Especially if the sanctions in the PDP
Bill are also able to imitate the GDPR, where the fines imposed
on violators of personal data can reach tens of millions of euros
(hundreds of billions of rupiah).
Nevertheless, the January 2020 version of the PDP Bill which
was obtained by the author actually shows the slackness of efforts to grant this fine. The biggest fine in the January 2019 version of the PDP Bill, which reached Rp. 100 billion, shrank to Rp.
70 billion. Even though it is aimed at different forms of violation,
the amount of the fine still shows the seriousness of the state in
providing protection and a sense of security for owners of personal data in Indonesia.
Fortunately, the fines for corporations that commit personal
data breaches have not changed. Whether in the January 2019
version of the PDP Bill (Article 77) or the January 2020 version
of the PDP Bill (Article 66 paragraph 3), fines are made up to
a maximum of three times from the original fine accused. Of
course, this good intention needs to be guarded so that it does
not change until its enactment.
In the case of surveillance, the rights of personal data owners
also need to be strengthened. Unfortunately, there is also a slight
shift between the January 2019 version of the PDP Bill and the
January 2020 version. The word “reconnaissance” which was
previously part of Article 13 of the January 2019 version of the
PDP Bill is absent from the January 2020 version of the PDP Bill
(Article 10). In fact, this is important, considering that this practice also targets the behavior, location, and movement of owners
of personal data.
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To be able to provide protection, a sense of security, and to be
free from the practice of breaching privacy through online surveillance instruments, the prohibition mechanism is then important to continue to be strengthened in protecting data owners.
Moreover, one of the goals of the PDP Bill is to provide protection and guarantee for the basic rights of citizens related to personal protection.

Law enforcement when
the RUU PDP has been
enacted will also play a
major role in determining
the success of the state in
providing protection to
the personal data of its
citizens.

Therefore, we should collectively focus on the formulation of
these provisions, in order to protect our digital rights in the future. Whether it is related to protection from exploitation of personal data by internet service providers, as well as ensuring security from online surveillance without any clear and solid reason.

- Rifqi Rachman -
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The Big Mass Concentrations
at the 2020 Pilkada Candidate Registration

This article discusses direct regional elections, especially the stage
of candidate pair (paslon) registration in the 2020 regional elections
(Pilkada). The stage of candidate registration, which is in accordance with General Election Commission Regulation Number 5 of
2020 (PKPU 5/2020), will take place on September 4 - 6, 2020. All
candidates will register by visiting the General Elections Commission (KPU) office in their respective regions.
There have been concerns that there will be big mass concentrations in this stage. These will pose big risks, as the pandemic is still
continuing, with daily cases of above 1,000 cases during July 2020
(coronavirus.jhu.edu, 2020). On the other hand, it will be difficult
to control big mass concentrations during the registration of the
candidates. Therefore, KPU has additional obligations regarding the
implementations of health protocol. Discussing the stage of candidate registration then become important for the organizers in order
for the implementation to be manageable.
Looking Back
Mass has always become an element that is present in the candidate registration processes. The involvements of crowd involvement are still easy to find on the online media. For example, during
the 2015 simultaneous Pilkada, the crowds became common symbols when candidate pairs registered. Pilkada of Semarang City and
Trenggalek Regency were some examples, where the crowds even
triggered enthusiasms around the candidate registration locations
(tempo.co, 27/7/2015; merdeka.com, 28/7/2015).
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Meanwhile, in the DKI Jakarta Provincial Pilkada, the crowds also
attended the DKI Jakarta KPU building. There was also the presence of political parties (parpol) supporting the candidate pairs, including national political figures, such as Megawati Soekarnoputri
(kompas.com, 21/9/2016; detik.com, 23/9/2016).
The registration stage for candidates was also marked by worrying
incidents. Conflicts are prone to arise. For example, an incident of
violence against property and people occurred during the registration for regent and deputy regent candidate pairs at the Jayawijaya
KPUD during the 2018 simultaneous Pilkada (tempo.co, 9/1/2018).
The three track records above actually have the same line; that is,
the presence of the crowds with political interests will affects the
progress of the registration stage of candidate pairs in the simultaneous Pilkada. Hence, the same stage in the 2020 simultaneous
Pilkada would also face the same obstacles. So, what is important
to understand from the existence of political mass in the 2020 Simultaneous Pilkada candidate registration stage?
The Face of Political Mass
In an effort to interpret the mass, the crowd becomes a unit that
can be explored as an entrance. The discourse related to crowds
itself is discussed in the sociology field, and this paper will also refer
to the meaning of the crowd from there.
McPhail (2007) states that the crowd implies a homogeneity of actors and motives. Then, the logical consequence that follows homogeneity is continuous and inclusive action. Apart from that, the
crowd also has a content of political behavior which, according to
Louis et al. (Lamacchia and Louis, 2016), is carried out to represent
the group, in order to have an influence on the status, conditions,
and/or identity that exists in the group.
With a collective nuance in the crowd, there are a number of arguments saying that individuals involved in the crowd lose control
over their cognitive processes, blindly obey the charismatic leader
and the suggestions made by that leader, and imitate the actions
around him/her uncontrollably. However, this was refuted by
McPhail (2007) by referring to the notes from direct observations
and interviews with the crowds. McPhail’s notes do not support the
three arguments previously mentioned.
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In another sense, it also refutes the presence of deindividuation,
which Vander Zanden (Neal, 1993) defined as a condition of relative anonymity. These conditions positioned group members to feel
unidentified, then their actions are disguised by the crowd in the
form of collective actions.
Then, the elements of collective actions and the potential for anonymity (although this is denied by McPhail) become points to define the crowd and its characteristics. Examples of candidate registration cases for Pilkada in Trenggalek Regency and Semarang
City also confirm this. The swarming mass eventually, according
to McPhail’s definition, gives rise to a homogeneity of motives. In
the context of the two regions, the motive was certainly about the
support for candidate pairs who registered in the KPUD.
How then did the crowd intertwine with the presence of a figure
like Megawati during the candidate pair registration in the DKI Jakarta Pilkada?
In fact, apart from being glued with the definitions and characters
that have been discussed, the crowd also has magnetic properties
that arises from its ability to generate emotional contagion. The existence of emotional contagion is what attracts individuals to become part of the crowd, even though initially they are not (Blumer,
1946 in Neal, 1993).
Acceptance is what makes individuals support an intention and
interest proposed by the crowd, while still having the potential to
reject the intention and interest with the same degree. This was
simulated by Lv et al. (2018) in the context of a political rally. The
research shows an evolution in crowd behavior that is driven by
emotional contagion. This gradual change is finally able to present
the state of motion from the passerby, which attracts and makes
them part of the crowd.
Simply put, emotional contagion that affects people will produce
individual movements such as in figure (b). The opposite conditions
are represented by figure (a). This acceptance is measured by Lv
through five human personality factors: openness, conscientiousness, extroversion, agreeableness, and neuroticism. These five factors are compiled and are called the OCEAN model.

The Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020

35

Politics

(a)

(b)
Source: Lv et al., 2018

Lv also said that when the number of people supporting the rally
was outnumbered by the number of people opposed to it, a conflict eventually became risky to occur. Therefore, it is important to
map the motives of the crowd immediately, so that the organizers
of activities that create crowd can avoid conflict. This information
is important to deal with potential conflicts such as acts of violence
and vandalism that occurred at the Jayawijaya KPUD during the
registration for the 2018 Simultaneous Pilkada.
Thus, the potential conflict, anonymity, and collective actions in a
crowd are elements that should be paid attention to and well understood by Pilkada organizers. The characters possessed by the crowd
and the track record of its existence during the registration of candidates in the Pilkada then place this phenomenon as something real
and must be anticipated. Moreover, the pandemic factor also adds
to the complexity. Because, the provisions that must be applied do
not stop at the implementation of candidate registration, but also at
the implementation of health protocols.
Notes
With the crowd characteristics presented, as well as the possibilities that follow, our urgency to pay attention to the registration
stage in the 2020 Simultaneous Pilkada is increasingly clear.
The opportunity to accommodate crowd management during the
registration stage is still possible. KPU Chairman Arief Budiman had
stated that PKPU regarding the Nominations for this year’s Pilkada
was still in the final phase, before the candidate registration agenda
is carried out in early September 2020. Arief ’s statement came out
in a press conference after his meeting with Minister of Home Affairs Tito Karnavian on July 30, 2020.
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It is also important to underline that PKPU concerning Nominations
must be able to manage the crowds and implement health protocol
simultaneously. The KPU can even provide restrictions from the
very beginning, so that the candidate pair registration will only be
attended by a limited number of people. Then, political parties or
coalitions of political parties should not only coordinate with the
KPUD regarding the registration time of their candidate pairs, they
also need to harmonize the crowds that will attend, including the
representatives of political parties and their coalitions, as regulated
in Article 49 paragraph (3) PKPU 6/2020.
In addition, PKPU concerning Nomination that will be present is
also expected to provide room for movement at the technical level.
The aim is for KPUD officers to still have the opportunity to respond to the field conditions, especially those that require quick and
responsive steps. This includes when the crowd is present and attracts widespread attention. Of course, we hope this does not get
out of hand, especially if it triggers the emergence of a new virus
outbreak cluster.

The potential conflict,
anonymity, and collective
actions in a crowd are
characteristics that
should be considered
and understood by
Pilkada organizers.
These characteristics and
the track records of the
crowd existence during
candidate registration in
Pilkada have placed this
phenomenon as a real
problem that must be
anticipated.

- Rifqi Rachman -
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The Political Dynasty Polemics in 2020
Simultaneous Regional Elections

The Chair of the General Elections Commission (KPU), Arif Budiman, stated that the voting stage in the 2020 regional head elections (Pilkada) is ready to be held on December 9, 2020 in 270 regions (tribunnews.com, 5/8). Of the 270 regions, Pilkada will be
held in nine provinces, 34 cities, and 224 districts.
Before entering the voting stage, the closest stage is the registration
of regional head candidate pairs, which will take place during September 4-6 2020. Ahead of this stage, the public has been discussing the polemics over political dynasty practices.
The polemics have arisen after names such as Gibran Rakabuming
Raka and Bobby Nasution, who are President Joko Widodo’s son
and son-in-law, had participated in the quests for political party recommendation letters as tickets to participate in the Pilkada in Solo
and Medan.
Not only the President’s son and son-in-law, the son of Vice President KH Ma’aruf Amin, Siti Nur Azizah, is trying her luck in the
South Tangerang regional election. Azizah will compete with Rahayu Saraswati Djojohadikusumo who is the niece of Prabowo
Subianto, who is also the Minister of Defense and Chair of the Gerindra Party.
Political Dynasty Practices
Political dynasty is nothing newm This practice has flourished since
the implementations of Pilkada. One example is the political dynasty in Banten Province by the family of Ratu Atut Chosiyah. Furthermore, in Lampung, there is the Sjachroedin ZP family; in South
Sulawesi, there is the Limpo family; in North Sulawesi, there is the
Sarundajang family; and in Bangkalan, Madura there is the Fuad
Amin family.
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Former Director General of Regional Autonomy at the Ministry of
Home Affairs Djohermansyah Djohan said that during the 20102014 period, there were 61 regions that saw political dynasty practices. Currently, this number has increased to reach 117 regions (republika.co, 7/7).
The results of Nagara Institute’s research found that regional heads
in a number of regions were still exposed to political dynasty practices. Of the 514 regions (covering 33 provinces, 419 districts and 89
cities), 80 regions (14.78 percent) were exposed to political dynasties. Banten occupied the top position in the top five list with 55.56
percent. After that, East Kalimantan followed with 36.36 percent,
East Java with 35.90 percent, Bali with 30 percent, and South Sumatra with 27.78 percent. This finding was measured based on the
Pilkada results in the last three periods: 2015, 2017 and 2018 (kompas.com, 17/2).
The efforts to minimize political dynasty practices were made when
Law Number 8/2015 on the Elections of Governors, Regents and
Mayors was passed. In Article 7 letter r of the regulation, it is stated
that a candidate for a regional head position should not have a conflict of interest with the incumbent. However, the decision of the
Constitutional Court (MK) Number 33 / PUU-XIII / 2015 considers
that the rules prohibiting a regional head candidate having a conflict
of interest with the incumbent are not in line with the Constitution.
What are the practices of dynastic politics in the 2020 Pilkada? The
following section will discuss this further.
Overview of Dynastic Political Practices in the 2020 Local
Election
Based on the observation of the mass media between the 10th and
14th of August 2020, the practices of patronage politics have occurred in 30 regions of the 270 areas that are organizing the elections in 2020. In the 30 regions, as many as 52 candidates have kinships with political actors at the local and central levels.
71.15% of the these candidates will compete at the regency level.
As many as 25% of the candidates will compete at the city level.
3.85% will try their luck at the provincial level.

The Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020

39

Politics
Grafik 1. The Percentage of Candidate Levels

The 52 candidates can be detailed in Table 1 below.

Tabel 1. Candidate Position
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Based on the status of kinship, 23 prospective candidates are the
children of regional heads, former regional heads, political party figures, the President and the Vice President.
Furthermore, 16 prospective candidates are the wives of regional
heads and former regional heads. In addition, there are nine prospective candidates who are the younger siblings of regional heads,
former regional heads, and ministers.
Then, there is also one person who is the brother of a regional head
candidate, one person who is the father of a district level DPRD
leadership, one nephew of a minister who is also the leader of a political party, and one in-law of a minister.

Tabel 2. Kinship Status

Based on the supporting political parties, until August 14, 2020, the
Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P) was the party
that are supporting the highest number of candidates who had kinship ties. PDIP were supporting 28 prospective candidates, Golkar
and PAN 23 candidates each, Nasdem and Democrat 14 candidates
each, PKB (11), Gerindra (8), PPP (8), Hanura (8), PSI (2), Perindo
(2), and Berkarya (2).
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Tabel 3. The Supporting Political Parties

Based on the above observations, it is very clear that the 2020
Pilkada will be colored by political dynasty practices. These practices will occur at the provincial, municipal, and even district levels. Political dynasty practices, which are usually only practicized
by regional political actors, are now also being practized by political
actors. This can been seen by the participation of the children of the
President, Vice President, Ministers, and also the leaders of political
parties.
On the other hand, the results of the Kompas Research and Development Survey on 27-29 July 2020 found that most people did
not question regional head candidates who had kinship in politics.
The Kompas Research and Development Survey stated that 69.1
percent of respondents would vote for regional head candidates
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because of their abilities, regardless of whether they had political
dynasty relations or not with public officials. However, this survey
also found that 58 percent of the respondents agreed if there were
restrictions on the families of public officials to run in the Pilkada.
Democratization without Democracy
Democratization, according to Imawan (in Haris, 2007), is a process of change from an authoritarian government structure and order to a democratic structure and order. In the Indonesian context,
Pilkada is actually a form of democratization at the local level after
the collapse of the New Order regime.
The goal is erase the face of centralization and authoritarianism so
that the face of democracy is developing down to the regional level.
This is intended to create a government that serves the interests
of the people in the regions. However, these goals have not been
reached due to political dynasty practices in the Pilkada. The following describes the political impacts of the dynasties..
First, the abuse of power. This could be seen in the cases of Ratu
Atut Chosiyah in Banten and of Fuad Amin in Bangkalan, Madura.
The existence of centralized power in certain groups will lead to
abuse of power.
Second, destroying the bureaucratic order in the regions. Political
dynasty practices will also create problems in the administration of
the bureaucracies in the regions. Bureaucratic mobilization will be
used to sustain dynastic political interests, such as mobilizing bureaucratic apparatus in the arena of political contestation. One example is the Pilkada in Banten Province in 2011, where there were
the distributions of prayer mats, stickers and calendars depicting
Ratu Atut Chosiyah as well as money during the information dissemination sessions of the formation of the Disaster Alert Village in
Patra Anyer (kompas.com, 6/9/2011).
Third, political dynasty practices will also reduce the quality of democracy at the local level. Competition in local political contestation tends to be unhealthy. The mobilization of financial and bureaucratic powers will create unhealthy competition in the regional
elections. This will be coupled with the failure of political parties to
conduct open political recruitment processes for filling political positions through democratic mechanisms. This will make it difficult
for new leaders to emerge.
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Thus, it can be seen that political dynasties have a tendency to
abuse power. As stated by Lord Acton, “power tends to be corrupt,
and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Meanwhile, democracy
fights for the values of
 freedom, equality, people’s sovereignty and
tolerance. Without which democracy cannot be carried out.
Conclusions
Political dynasty practices will still occur during the 2020 Pilkada.
The practices are developing with the participation of the relatives
of political actors who have great influence, such as the President,
the Vice President, and the chairs of political parties. On the other
hand, more relatives of former regional heads are trying to maintain
the status quo in their respective regions.

Political dynasty
practices will still
occur during the 2020
Pilkada. The practices
are developing with
the participation of
the relatives of political
actors who have
great influence, such
as the President, the
Vice President, and
the chairs of political
parties.

Therefore, in holding the upcoming simultaneous regional elections, the General Elections Commission (KPU) and the Elections
Supervisory Board (Bawaslu) are required to work professionally in
order to oversee the political practices of these dynasties.
Steps that must be taken are first, to monitor the flow of campaign
funds for candidate pairs, especially candidates from incumbent
families. This is due to concerns over the flow of campaign funds
utilizing Regional Budget (APBD) funds. Second, closely supervise
the mobilization of the bureaucracy to the village apparatus. Third,
enforce strict rules if violations are found.
- Arfianto Purbolaksono -
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Ending Violence against Women at the Regional Level

Efforts to protect victims of violence against women must be part
of the Local Government’s agenda. The reason is, that the pandemic has made women increasingly vulnerable with the threats of
physical, verbal, psychological, and sexual. These conditions have
occured in all provinces in Indonesia, as illustrated in the Online
Information System for the Protection of Women and Children
(SIMFONI PPA).
Before the pandemic started, violence against women in various regions had indeed become murky problems. According to the 2020
End of Year Notes (CATAHU) by the National Commission on
Violence against Women (Komnas Perempuan), there were 14,719
complaints that were submitted to service agencies in various regions throughout 2019. The following table shows 10 provinces with
the highest number of cases of violence against women (VAW) in
CATAHU 2020.
Table 1. Cases of VAW by Province in CATAHU 2020

Source: CATAHU Komnas Perempuan (2020)
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Of the tens of thousands of cases, West Java Province, Central
Java Province and DKI Jakarta occupied the top three provinces
with the highest number of complaints. These figures are not much
different from the previous year’s figures, where the highest spot
was occupied by Central Java (2,913 cases), followed by DKI Jakarta (2,318 cases) and East Java (1,944 cases). However, notes from
Komnas Perempuan show that the high numbers of cases are not
necessarily proportional to the numbers of violence that occurred.
In fact, the provinces do have more adequate numbers of service
institutions, followed by the quality and capacity of the institutions’
documentation.
On the other hand, provinces that have low numbers of cases illustrate the deterioration of service conditions in the regions. The
reality in the field is that many provinces do not yet have service
providers as places for victims to complain about their cases. Then,
the communities have distrust toward the existing institutions and
feelings of insecurity when reporting. The conditions have made
women still trapped in unsafe lives because cases continue to increase. But, this is not directly proportional to protection or handling efforts. In various regions, the phenomenon of violence has
become inseparable from social issues in the society.
Provinces with the Most Vulnerability to Violence
During the pandemic, the complexity of the issue of violence against
women is increasingly complex. The threats to women’s welfare
during the pandemic are getting higher, along with the increase in
the number of cases of domestic violence. This can be seen from
the number of cases of violence collected in the PPA SIMFONI. Of
8,457 cases, 78.7 percent (6,655 cases) were experienced by women. So far, based on age groups, the highest number of victims were
13-17 years old (32.9 percent) and 25-44 years old (25.6 percent).
Besides that, SIMFONI PPA also shows the distribution of women
victims of violence in all provinces. In general, the Provinces of Central Java, East Java, and South Sulawesi had the highest numbers
of cases of violence, with the number of victims reaching 795 victims, 769 victims, and 717 victims, respectively. The following table
shows the 10 provinces with the highest number of women victims
of violence during the pandemic.
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Table 2. 10 Provinces with The Highest Number of Women
Victims of Violence Based on SIMFONI PPA

Source: SIMFONI PPA (2020)

From the same source, the most prevalent type of violence was
sexual violence with 3,465 cases. Then, this was followed by physical violence (3,322 cases), psychological violence (2,607 cases),
and neglect (914 cases). Based on the data, it cannot be ignored
that there are threats of violence experienced by victims in the form
of economic violence. Moreover, in the context of the current pandemic, which is full of economic pressures, there have been reduced
income, increased spending or losses of jobs.
This can be seen in an online survey regarding changes in household
dynamics during the pandemic carried out by Komnas Perempuan
(2020). Economic factors are some of the triggers for pressures
that lead to forms of violence against women. The survey of 2,285
respondents, which was mostly participated by women aged 3150 years from 34 provinces, found that relationship between the
tensions with spouses in the household and pressures were more
prevalent among respondents with income criteria below 5 millionrupiah, informal workers or those with more than 3 children.
Unfortunately, the situation above is unfortunately not directly
proportional to the fulfillment of service access. As has been explained, the numbers of reported violence against women have not
yet reflected the actual conditions in the field. This is because many
victims do not submit complaints to service agencies. According to
the online survey above, most respondents who experienced violence tended to remain silent or to only tell their closest relatives or
friends. Meanwhile, only 9.8 percent reported to institutions that
provided complaint services.
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Barriers to service access are also related to unequal information.
Various information regarding complaint services to mentoring have
not been able to spread optimally. At the individual and household
levels, efforts to anticipate the risks of violence are in fact still inadequate because most people have not kept information about complaints services related to violence against women.
Also, many people face difficulties in accessing complaint services
due to constraints on technological facilities and infrastructure,
such as gadgets and laptops, along with supporting infrastructure
(internet). This difficulty will certainly exacerbate the situation of
low-income households, which have economic constraints due to
reduced income during the pandemic.
Moreover, people in Indonesia are still severely constrained by the
imbalance of technology infrastructure that is still present here and
there. This is indicated by the measurement results of the Information and Communication Technology Development Index (2018)
related to infrastructure access, use and expertise. According to
this index, there are still provinces that fall into the lowest technology development category, such as Papua, East Nusa Tenggara,
West Sulawesi, and North Maluku.
Promoting the Role of Local Governments
Seeing the above conditions, the challenge for local governments
is enormous. Not to mention, each region certainly has different
characteristics of case vulnerability. For example, based on the
records of the Rifka Annisa Women Crisis Center (WCC), apart
from domestic violence, the risks of violence occurring in Yogyakarta have touched the online aspect; namely, online gender-based
violence. Of the 279 cases, which they collected from January to
May 2020, this pattern was found.
In other areas, such as Lampung, the cases of trafficking for commercial sex are dire threats. As in the case of sexual harassment
committed by DA, an officer of the Integrated Service Center for
the Protection of Women and Children (P2TP2A) in East Lampung, was also suspected of committing the crime of child trafficking. These conditions show the dilapidation of institutions that are
expected to provide rehabilitation services to victims of violence.
According to a survey conducted by the Indonesian Child Protection Commission (KPAI), 60 percent of P2TP2A unit respondents
in various regions are structurally problematic. These problems are
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caused by various polemics of inadequate service standards, unprofessional human resources, the minimum numbers of social workers
and other professional practitioners, as well as budget and infrastructure problems. Sadly, this has resulted in acts of fraud and violations at the regional level, as happened in East Lampung.
Some of the cases mentioned above also question how the local
governments can fulfill their role in alleviating the problems of violence against women. According to Law Number 23/2014 on Local
Governments, each province has the obligation to prevent violence
against women at the regional level and levels below, to ensure the
availability of further referral services for women victims of violence, as well as to strengthen and to develop institutions for providing women’s protection services in provincial level.

Local governments
must be committed
to protecting against
the risks of violence
against women, from
violence prevention
to institutional
strengthening of service
providers.

The implementation, in accordance with the Regulation of the
Minister of Women Empowerment and Child Protection (Permen
PPPA) Number 5 of 2010 (which was later replaced by Permen
PPPA Number 4 of 2018), the local government established a Regional Technical Implementation Units (UPTD) PPA at the regional
level to provide complaint services for the communities, victim outreach, case management, temporary shelters, mediation, and victim assistance.
Here, local governments must have a firm commitment to responding to situations of vulnerability to violence in their respective
regions. The first thing that must be done is to evaluate the service
providers under the local governments in terms of structure, standard system, resources and budget. The current pandemic context
reveals that the reality that the units need improvements in terms
of operational standards that support improvements on the other
side.
Then, local governments must have clear initiatives to take action
to prevent violence at the local level. Massive outreach on the prevention of the risk of violence and risk management of violence can
be integrated with other social programs aimed at families and children. With this integration, it is hoped that the local governments
will be able to carry out their role to reduce the risks of violence
against women in accordance with the fulfillment of their authority.

-Nopitri Wahyuni-
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New Normal of Inclusivity:
Socio-Economic Recovery for Persons with Disabilities

It is very difficult for people with disabilities to face the impact of the
socio-economic crisis of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).
Starting from losing a job, the complexity of finding a new job to
stigma and discrimination. These conditions add to the challenges
faced by persons with disabilities during the pandemic. In the situation of social restrictions that have been implemented, the complexity of the socio-economic crisis has become even worse.
Also, the different experiences experienced by persons with disabilities and non-disabilities have made the impact they face worse.
This is because people with disabilities are still at low levels of work,
inadequate working conditions, and minimal social protection (International Labor Organization, 2020).
The negative impacts of COVID-19 on persons with disabilities
were illustrated in a survey conducted by the Indonesian Difabel
Network on April 10-24 2020. The survey, which succeeded in
getting 1,683 respondents from various disabilities in 216 districts
/ cities and 32 provinces, also illustrates the very serious economic
impacts, such as job losses and decreased income.
In the context of job losses, the proportion of female respondents
was higher than that of men. Approximately, 21 percent of women
with disabilities did not work or lost their jobs compared to men
who were at 16 percent.
Then, at the lower level of income, the figures were even more
complex. About 86 percent of respondents, or around 1,447 people
with disabilities, who worked had experienced a reduction in income ranging from 50-80 percent during the pandemic. In fact, this
vulnerability was higher in the multiple disability group.
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In the employment sector, the informal sector had certainly been
affected. Persons with disabilities who worked in trade, farming,
service and casual workers had experienced a high decrease in income, with a range of 51 percent of respondents experiencing a
decrease of around 50-80 percent. In the formal sector, only 20
percent of respondents had experienced a decrease in income of
around 50-80 percent.
The survey has also captured the vulnerability of elderly persons
with disabilities and also people with disabilities who only received
basic education. As much as 100 percent, or about 23 people who
were in the age range of 60 years and over, experienced a decrease
in income. Of which, 50 percent reached 50-80 percent. Then,
more than 90 percent of the total respondents with a background
in primary education or who did not go to school, experienced a
steeper decline in income than those with higher education.
The survey description above shows that the impacts of decreased
income and job losses were particularly vulnerable to groups of
persons with disabilities with various criteria. Groups with multiple
disabilities have been reported to experience high vulnerability, as
well as persons with disabilities in the informal sector, women with
disabilities, disabled workers who were over 60 years old, as well
as disabled workers who had a basic education level (the highest is
senior high school) and were not in school. In fact, to what extent
has this vulnerability affected persons with disabilities?
Social Protection for Persons with Disabilities
Even in non-crisis situations, people with disabilities face a higher
vulnerability in the world of work. Overall, the population of people
with disabilities in Indonesia reached 30.4 million people according
to the 2018 National Socio-Economic Survey. On the employment
side, the data from the 2017 National Labor Force Survey, shows
that the working age population with disabilities in Indonesia was at
21.9. million people, and 10.8 million of them had worked. In other
words, more than 50 percent were still unemployed, provided that
the data was retrieved approximately four years ago.
Furthermore, even though the government has issued an affirmative regulation regarding a quota of people with disabilities that
should be absorbed into the industrial world, many companies have
not been able to fully implement it. According to Law Number
8/2016 on Persons with Disabilities, there is an obligation to employ
persons with disabilities with a portion of 1 percent for private companies and a quota of 2 percent for State / Regional Owned EnterThe Indonesian Update — Volume XIV, No.8 - August 2020

51

Social
prises (BUMN / D). However, data from the Mandatory Reporting
System of the Ministry of Manpower in 2018, of the total workforce reported by 440 companies (237 thousand people), workers
with disabilities in the formal sector were still in the range of 2,851
people, or around 1.2 percent.
In crisis situations, people with disabilities experience multiple vulnerabilities. It should be noted that with the various disabilities that
exist, ranging from physical, mental, intellectual and sensory disabilities, experiences of vulnerability will differ from one and another. For example, in work situations that require face-to-face or
physical contact, social restrictions will greatly affect their income
conditions. Likewise, in the formal sector, the threat of losing their
jobs on the pretext of being laid off is no less haunting for workers
with disabilities.
The survey also sought to capture the problems of economic resilience for persons with disabilities. Almost all respondents reported
that they had no savings or dependents (94.36 percent). Only about
2.37 percent of respondents were able to survive on savings, and
the rest had others they could rely on. In addition to surviving with
basic daily needs, the absence of savings was also very influential
for those who had credit burdens and turnover of business capital
for those who owned businesses.
With the above conditions, the challenges that must be faced by
persons with disabilities in the informal sector cover two aspects.
First, the challenge during a crisis period is of course how to boost
the community’s ability to deal with a crisis period by fulfilling basic
needs. In this context, the difference in the costs of living of people
with disabilities and non-disabled people, especially in relation to
the need for health services and geographical aspects, needs to be
addressed.
Second, the challenge of providing support for workers in the informal sector in the form of access to credit and other business opportunities. This statement clearly supports efforts to optimize social
protection mechanisms that are both protective and transformative
in order to promote equitable distribution of economic opportunities.
Protectively, social assistance should become a response to the
socio-economic impact of COVID-19, which covers the disability
component in the Family Hope Program (PKH). The program is
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aimed at low-income and vulnerable groups of people with a record
of being registered in the Integrated Social Welfare Data (DTKS).
Family members with disabilities who have been registered in the
conditional cash transfer program will receive assistance amounting
to IDR 200,000 per month with a duration of assistance from April
to December 2020. Outside of PKH, social assistance is still general
in nature to cover vulnerable communities.
Unfortunately, various problems in the implementation stage have
left a complicated record regarding the inaccuracy of beneficiaries. According to DTKS, which was updated massively in 2015,
the number of persons with disabilities registered with the lowest
welfare status of 40 percent reached 1,171,484 residents. However,
according to the data on the distribution of PKH social assistance
from the Ministry of Social Affairs per May 2020, the number of
beneficiaries who were included in the disability component was
still in the range of 118,046 residents.
The data were consistent with the initial survey on the acceptance
aspect of the social safety net program. When talking about knowledge and access to social safety net programs, 13.03 percent admitted to having received PKH. 35.40 percent of respondents had
received electricity subsidiesm 11.36 percent had received the basic food program. 4.53 percent had received direct cash assistance.
With this problem, the coverage of social safety networks has not
been able to accommodate the economically vulnerable groups
with disabilities.
The lack of disaggregated data on disabilities in the world of work
and social assistance have also affected the determination of social
assistance beneficiaries during the pandemic. In fact, the data currently collected still has relied on initiatives from civil society networks that do focus on disabilities. In crisis situations, the messy data
collection has backfired, obscuring the context of socio-economic
vulnerability. This has also resulted in much of social assistance not
yet reaching the target community groups who really needed it.
What Can Be Done
In line with the relaxation of social restrictions that have been carried out, the Government is active in promoting the discourse of
community socio-economic recovery. Several economic recovery
programs are carried out in the forms of support for the business
world, both for industry, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
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(MSMEs) and BUMN (Ministry of Finance, 2020). However, there
are things that need to be noted to include the disability context in
the socio-economic recovery agenda.
First, socio-economic recovery must be in line with the government’s commitment to collect data related to disabilities. In the
aspect of employment, it is important to provide data on disabled
workers in the formal and informal sectors as well as workers with
disabilities affected by the pandemic. Then, on the social aspect,
the importance of collecting data on the group of beneficiaries with
disabilities in the social safety net is also needed to optimize the
distribution of social assistance in accordance with the framework
which has been formulated.

Socio-economic
recovery for persons
with disabilities must
be carried out in the
forms of providing social
assistance and providing
economic opportunities
inclusively through the
collaboration of various
parties.

Then, in line with the efforts to provide data and the economic recovery agenda by the Ministry of Finance, the credit stimulus provided to MSMEs should also be able to capture the profile picture
of persons with disabilities who have businesses and opportunities
to open new businesses for disabilities. This can be maximized by
opening the widest possible information space regarding access to
credit at various levels at the RT / RW and village levels as well as
the use of digital information media.
Finally, the inclusion of disabilities in various initiatives and training (business and other skills) is essential to support social and economic recovery. One of the specific commitments on this issue has
been set forth in the form of the Sheltered Workshop Peduli program
by the Ministry of Social Affairs. This needs to be supported and
continuously socialized while engaging in collaborations with private parties and civil society networks. Thus, this inclusive agenda
can continue to encourage groups of people with disabilities to continue to adapt and be empowered during the pandemic and in the
near future.
-Nopitri Wahyuni -
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) )is a Center for Public Policy
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent,
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and
individuals.
TII has the aim of becoming a main research center in Indonesia for
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance
principles and public participation in the policy processes in
Indonesia.
TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance
principles.
TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers,
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of
Indonesian policy-makers.
TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to
support the democratization process and the public policy reform,
as it will be involved in the process.
The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken
by TII includes economic, social, political, and legal affairs. The main
activities which have been conducted by TII in order to achieve our
vision and mission, are: research, surveys, facilitation and advocacy
through training and working groups, public discussions, public
education, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana” or Discourses),
monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” in Indonesian and “The
Indonesian Update” in English), mid-year policy analysis (“Policy
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Assessment”), annual policy analysis (“Indonesian Report”),
and monthly discussion forum on policy issues (“The Indonesian
Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research
Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92,
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310
Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com
www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS
The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the
government as a policy-maker. Economy plays an important role as one
of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources have
often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing economic
policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality
of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to conduct
comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the
studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will
be continued until the policy evaluation process.

TII focus on economic issues, such as monetary policy and fiscal policy, as
well as issues on sustainable development by using analysis which refer to
economic freedom principles. Monetary issues will focus on the Indonesian
Central Bank to maintain economic stability, both regarding inflation and
exchange rate. Meanwhile, fiscal policy will focus on the discussions over
the National Budget and infrastructure development both in the regions
and in the cities. In relation to sustainable development, TII research is
focusing on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development,
and development gap. In addition, TII also upholds economic freedom
principles in highlighting the importance of individual freedom and
involvement of private sectors in increasing development and improving
welfare in Indonesia.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program
Evaluation.
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS
According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative
and the executive must be complemented with academic paper. This
stipulation is also confirmed in Law No. 15 Year 2019 on the Amendment of
Law No. 12 Year 2011 regarding the Formulation of Laws and Regulations.
Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the
bills will have strong academic foundation both from academic and content
aspects. Furthermore, academic paper also functions as an early tracking
over possibilities of overlapping laws and regulations, so that revocation
of local regulations or other related issues which can be caused by legal,
economic, or political aspects in the future, can be minimized as soon as
possible.
TII offers normative and legal research related to harmonization and
synchronization of laws and regulations, especially in making academic
papers, legal opinion on harmonization and synchronization of laws and
regulations, and legislative drafting for the formulation of local regulations
bill drafts or other laws and regulations. In addition, TII also offers openly
research on other legal issues related to Constitutional Law and Public
Administration, Human Rights, and Political Corruption.

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS
The enactment of Law No. 23 Year 2014 on the latest regulation on the
Local Government, has created different relations between the Central
Government and the Local Government. Entering the era of Bureaucracy
Reform, specification of division of affairs of the Central Government and
the Local Government has increasingly demanded the implementation of
good governance principles. The government is demanded to be adaptive
and responsive towards public aspiration and services. Therefore, public
policy research become more important for both the Central Government
and the Local Government to analyse context and current issues in the
regions. The government must also consider various actors whether
political actors or bureaucrats, as well as public’s aspiration and other nonstate actor in policy processes.
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In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offer
policy assessment on various policies which were already applied or
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economy, legal, and
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to
assist government in formulating policies which are in line with context,
priorities, and people’s aspiration. TII also offers various breakthrough
of transformative policies according to existing contexts in particular
and Open Government principles’ implementation in general, in order to
increase public participation in policy processes, particularly in the era of
the openness of public information.
Political Research Division of TII provide analysis and policy
recommendations in order to generate strategic policy in the strengthening
of democracy and the establishment of good governance both at the
national and local levels. Political research forms are offered by TII (1)
Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, (3) Mapping &
Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment Research, (5) Survey
Indicator.

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government,
the businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society
to improve social development. Social analysis is important to identify
strategic issues which are developing and to make the right stakeholders’
mapping to promote significant change in the context of development,
public policy, and democracy in Indonesia.

The Social Research Division is present to offer strong and valid
recommendations to produce strategic, relevant, efficient and effective,
and impactful policies, in addressing to existing various issues. For example,
issues related to education, health, population, environment, women,
children, and elderly. Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy
Analysis; (2) Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning
Research; (4) Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation
Research; and (5) Indicator Survey.
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Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation

PRE-ELECTION AND
REGIONAL HEAD ELECTION
One of the activities carried out and offered by TII is a pre-election
survey as well as a pre-election and regional head election. The reasons
underlying the implementation of pre-election and regional head election
surveys, namely: (1) A good election is a democratic process that can be
arranged, calculated, and predicted in the resulting process; (2) Survey
is one of the important and common discussions to measure, calculate,
and predict how the process and results of the General Election and the
Regional Head Election will take place, in accordance to the expectations
of the candidates; (3) It is very important to win in the General Election
and the Regional Head Election based on empirical, scientific, measurable
and supportable data.
As one of the important aspects of a strategic candidate’s election, the
survey is useful for monitoring political power. In this case, the success
team needs to conduct a survey for: (1) mapping the candidate’s
position in public perception; (2) mapping voters’ desires; (3)
publishing the most effective political machinery used as voters;
and (4) Looking for the most effective medium for the campaign.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM
One of the activities that have been performed and experienced offered
by TII is a qualitative evaluation of the projects and programs of nongovernmental organizations and government. Evaluation activities are
offered TII stages of mid-term evaluation of the project/program (midterm evaluation) and also the final evaluation at the end of the project/
program (final evaluation).
As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of
a project or program. Mid-Term Evaluation of the project or program is
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes
place during the project or program, and make recommendations for the
continuity of the project or program. Meanwhile, the final evaluation
allows us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons learned to
ensure the achievement of all the objectives of the project or program at
the end of the project or program.
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM
The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians,
and the media to meet and have discussion.
Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics,
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered.
It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.
Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.
The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions
will not end without solutions.
.
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Training & Working Group Facilitation

LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING
The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower
members of local councils.
In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP
The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public
advocacy.
The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies
(donors).
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