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The June 2019 edition of the Indonesian Update raises a main report on the 
dispute over the results of the 2019 presidential elections. This theme is very 
relevant because the Prabowo-Sandi pair has filed an election appeal to the 
Constitutional Court ( MK). The objection of the candidate pair 2 was the 
alleged Structured, Systemative and Massive violations (TSM) against Jokowi-
Ma’ruf, as the candidate pair 1.

In the economic field, the Indonesian Update discusses the Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPR) in Indonesia. IPR or Intellectual Property Right (IPR) is very 
important in order to encourage innovation and improve the competitiveness 
of products, also contributing to economic growth of a country. In addition, in 
the economic field, it also discusses the examination of the consistency of the 
Indonesian tourism sector. This is quite relevant, because in the last ten years 
the Indonesian tourism sector has continued to stretch and is projected to be 
able to bring fresh air in the midst of the increasingly worse oil and non-oil and 
gas sector.

In the political field, the Indonesian Update takes a theme on the voter 
participation in the 2019 elections. This theme is relevant to be discussed 
because according to the data released by the General Elections Commission 
(KPU), the participation rate reached 81 percent. The increased number 
of participation was a positive note in the middle of the negative reports 
and the implementation of the 2019 elections. Furthermore, the political 
field also discusses the portrait of the Legislative Elections (Pileg) 2019. The 
implementation of the 2019 legislative elections was held simultaneously with 
the president and vice presidential elections. Accrding to the results of the 
vote acquisition recapitulation, the dynamics of the vote acquisition of political 
parties in the 2019 legislative election were seen.

In the social field, the Indonesian Update raises a theme on the role of regional 
governments (Pemda) in the JKN Era and Regional Autonomy. This is relevant 
to be discussed because the Regional Governments are some of the important 
actors in the implementation of the National Health Insurance (JKN) in the 
current Regional Autonomy era. In addition, we also discuss mental health in 
women and culture in Indonesia. The link between women and culture is one 
of the perspectives to look at current mental health issues. Various studies show 
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that women experience vulnerability and have become persons 
with psychosocial disabilities greater than men.

The monthly publication of the Indonesian Update with actual 
themes is expected to help policy makers in government and business 
institutions - as well as academics, think tanks, and elements of civil 
society, both domestic and foreign, to obtain actual information 
and contextual analysis of economic conditions, politics, social, 
and law in Indonesia, as well as an understanding of public policy in 
Indonesia.

 Happy Reading.
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The public is increasingly preoccupied with events related to the 
presidential and vice-presidential candidates (pilpres). Polarization 
has divided the public, even though the General Elections 
Commission (KPU) had announced the results of the 2019 
presidential election on 21 April.

The final step chosen by the losing party; namely, Prabowo-Sandi, 
to file an election appeal to the Constitutional Court (MK), is one 
thing that should be appreciated. At the very least, this illustrates a 
patriotic and wise attitude as a statesman, rather than building and 
distributing the narrative of people power, or “kedaulatan rakyat”, 
to the public.

We need to carefully examine the objections that have been raised. 
In the legal procedures of the Constitutional Court, the appeal filed 
in relation to the election results issued by the General Elections 
Commission (KPU) is referred to as the General Elections Results 
Dispute (PHPU). And as per the terminology, the question that 
should be asked by anyone who refutes is that the KPU vote 
counting is not related to allegations of fraud that happened during 
the electoral process.

Interestingly, the Prabowo-Sandi pair has submitted an election 
result appeal, accusing Jokowi-Ma’ruf of conducting Structured, 
Systematic and Massive (TSM) cheating. This is far from the 
authority of the Constitutional Court, as regulated in the existing 
legislations.

However, the Constitutional Court, on several occasions, has 
produced progressive decisions and excluded these provisions. 
The decisions, so far, are not in the context of the disputes over 
the PHPU Pilpres but the PHPU over regional elections (pilkada). 
Considering this fact, will the objections raised by the candidate pair 
02 be accepted? This paper will try to explore these possibilities.

The Dispute over the Results of the 2019 
Presidential Elections

 

Main Report
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The PHPU and the Court’s Authority

Before further assessing the objections raised by the candidate pair 
02, it is necessary to review the various provisions of the existing 
legislations regulating the authority of the Constitutional Court to 
handle PHPU disputes as outlined in Article 24C Paragraph (1) of 
the Republic of Indonesia 1945 Constitution.

As a follow-up regulation of the 1945 Constitution, Law Number 
24/2004 on the Constitutional Court (Constitutional Court Law) is 
a law specifically specifying that authority . Regarding the disputes 
over the PHPU presidential elections, Article 74 Paragraph (3) of 
the Constitutional Court Law states that a presidential candidate 
pair can submit an application to the Court no later than 3 (three) 
days after the election results are announced by the KPU.

In addition to the Constitutional Court Law, the election disputes 
are also regulated in Article 475 of Law Number 7/2017 on the 
General Elections. Furthermore, the disputes are also regulated 
in more technical regulations, such as in several MK Regulations 
(PMK); namely, PMK Number 4/2018 on the Procedures in the 
Case of the Presidential and Vice Presidential Election Dispute 
(PMK No. 4 of 2018) and PMK Number 5/2018 on the Stages, 
Activities, and Schedule for Handling Cases of Election Results 
Disputes (PMK No. 5 Year 2018), which has been amended several 
times to become PMK Number 2/2019 on the Second Amendment 
to PMK No. 5/2018 .

In some of the regulations, it is stated that a presidential and vice 
president candidate pair who file objections are obliged to clearly 
describe the problem of the vote count results announced by the 
KPU  and to provide the correct calculation.

In addition, the applicant should have a clear legal position, such as the 
impacted party. Otherwise, the application will not be acceptable’. 
If the appeal is not in accordance with the conditions that are 
regulated in laws and regulations, the appeal will not be continued 
to a later stage. If it is reasonable for the nine Constitutional Court 
justices, it will be granted. If it is unreasonable, it will be terminated 
with the title decision ‘application is rejected’ .

The Alleged TSM Fraud and Paslon 02 Appeal Application

Considering the various provisions described above, it is easy 
of course then to understand the context of the application that 
should be presented and submitted to MK in the event of a dispute 
over the PHPU presidential elections.

Main Report
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The next question is whether the allegations of TSM fraud as 
alleged by the candidate pair 02 for  can be used as arguments for 
the petition in the PHPU dispute? The assumption is that if it is not 
regulated in various PHPU provisions, it does not mean that this is 
prohibited. The final word will depend on the confidence of the nine 
Constitutional Court justices at the time of the examination.

But if we want to be consistent with the existing regulations, 
then of course the argument of alleged TSM fraud is basically 
not the PHPU’s scope of regulation. Because the suspicion of 
TSM fraud certainly dwells on the electoral processes, not the 
election results, the objections should be submitted long ago to 
the Election Supervisory Agency (Bawaslu), which is authorized 
to handle such allegations through the Election Law provisions and 
Bawaslu Regulation Number/2018 on the Settlement of Violation 
of Administrative Elections (Perbawaslu No. 8 of 2018) .

However, as stated in the beginning, it is not uncommon also on 
several occasions, the Constitutional Court has given birth to several 
progressive decisions and excluded the provisions in dealing with 
the elections. From 2008 to 2011; for example, out of 32 election 
cases that had been granted by the Constitutional Court, 21 of 
them were requests submitted with the TSM argument (Center 
for Research and Assessment of the Registrar’s Office and Secretariat 
General of the Constitutional Court, 2011).

As for the year 2018, the Constitutional Court itself has issued two 
decisions related to the election PHPU resolution with the alleged 
suspicion of TSM fraud (beritasatu.com. 22/05). However, regarding 
the presidential dispute, it can be said that since the dispute of the 
PHPU presidential election was first put forward in 2004 until 2014, 
the Constitutional Court always issued verdicts containing the title 
the ‘application is rejected’.

Apart from all of that, it is likely that the application will be rejected or 
granted. It will depend on how strongly the evidence is presented to 
prove TSM fraud. There are explanations in Article 286 Paragraph 
(3) of the Election Law regardimg  TSM fraud. Structured cheating 
means fraud that is committed by structural apparatus, both 
government officials and election officials collectively. Systematic 
cheating means it is carefully planned.  Massive means that it has 
a very broad impact of violations on the outcome of the elections, 
which according to Article 2 Paragraph (8) of the Supervisory 
Agency 8/2018, should involve at least 17 provinces.

Unfortunately, there is a big gap between the claim and the results 
mentioned in the KPU Decree Number 987/Pl.01.8-Kpt/06/KPU/ 

Main Report
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V/2019, which was in the range of 11 percent, or 16,957,123 votes.. 
The applicant only provided online media news links as proofs 
(cnnindonesia.com 05/27). Accordingly, then the possibility of 
submission to be granted is very minimal.

The improved application was submitted by Paslon 02 through their 
legal counsel team on June 10, 2019. This includes the allegatios 
that vice presidential candidate Ma’aruf Amin has violated the 
provision of Article 227 Letter p of the Election Law, as he is still 
registered in the sharia council structure of Bank Mandiri Syariah 
and BNI sharia. 

These allegations are wrong. The two companies are not BUMN 
but are subsidiaries of BUMN, which must be seen separately from 
their parent companies as regulated in Article 3 Paragraph (1) of 
Law Number 40/2007 on Limited Liability Companies.

But apart from all that, again the author stresses that the appeal will 
depend on how strong the arguments and evidence of the applicant 
in proving the allegations. The final verdict of this dispute will 
depend on the judges’ conviction. What needs to be done now, in 
addition to submitting the appeal to the Constitutional Court, is to 
encourage political elites, officials and community leaders to always 
echo confidence in the trial process and to build reconciliation with 
a number of parties .

There is no need to re-aggravate the atmosphere by building 
narratives that undermine the Constitutional Court. As the 
guardians of the Constitution, the integrity and wisdom of the 
Constitutional Court judges who have gone through a very strict 
selection process, should not be doubted. The author thinks that 
democracy and the rule of law can be preserved.

- Muhammad Aulia Y Guzasiah  -

Main Report

Apart from the various 
facts and assumptions, 
the final verdict will 
be determined by the 
confidence of the judges.  
What needs to be done 
now, in addition to 
submitting the appeal 
to the Constitutional 
Court, is to encourage 
political elites, officials 
and community leaders 
to always echo trust in 
the trial process and to 
build reconciliation with 
a number of parties.



7The Indonesian Update  — Volume XIII, No.6 - June 2019

Questioning Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 
in Indonesia

The Economy

In its history, intellectual property, or intangible assets, only reached 
5% of total assets in 1978. Then, after 20 years, the number of in-
tangible assets experienced a very significant increase to 72% of 
total assets, and now the number of intangible assets has reached 
75-85% (Ciprian et al., 2012).

Along with the rapid changing time and also the emergence of an 
era of economic disruption that requires every individual to think 
critically, innovatively and creatively, it is not surprising that busi-
ness people in Indonesia must follow the current trend.

Departing from the above facts, then Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR) play an important role in technological change and economic 
growth (Ramadhani and Novianti, 2016). Through the protection of 
IPR, rights holders can exploit the intellectual property they have; 
namely, the right to make, use, distribute, sell and import. They can 
also take legal actions if someone violates these rights (Sukarmijan 
and Sapong, 2014).

Not surprisingly, IPR, or Intellectual Property Right (IPR), is some-
thing very important to encourage innovation and improve the 
competitiveness of products, which also contributes to the eco-
nomic growth of a country.

See Indonesia’s position
Furthermore, according to the data from the Global Competitive-
ness Index of the World Economic Forum 2016-2017, Indonesia 
ranked 41st out of 138 countries, with a pillar of innovation ranked 
31st, sub-pillar innovation capacity ranked 32nd, government high 
technology shopping subpilar ranked 12th,. and subpilar interna-
tional patents ranked 99th. Meanwhile, data from the Global In-
novation Index issued by the World Intellectual Property Organi-
zation (WIPO) in 2018, Indonesia ranks k-85 out of 126 countries 
surveyed with a score of 29.8 (Ministry of Industry, 2017).
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In addition, according to PM-HKI, the pillar of innovation produced 
by Indonesia is still in the form of basic research that cannot be ap-
plied and commercialized in the industrial world (Ministry of Indus-
try, 2017). Therefore, efforts are needed to improve applied technol-
ogy innovation that is more commercially applicable so that all the 
results of these innovations can boost Indonesia’s competitiveness 
position in the global economic arena and of course can increase In-
donesia’s economic growth. One of the efforts is the strengthening 
and development of IPR / IPR through the acquisition of patents on 
the inventions produced.

A little look and comparison with neighboring countries, citing data 
released by the Intelectual Property Right Index (IPRI) in 2017, In-
donesia indeed tended to experience an increase in the IPR index 
number in the past 10 years. For example, in 2016 Indonesia had an 
IPR index of 4.19, which increased to 4.2 in 2017.

Although this index number had increased, but in the aggregate of 
ASEAN countries surveyed in IPRI (2017), Indonesia’s IPR Index 
was still at the end of the five countries surveyed in the ASEAN 
region, such as Singapore (6.9), Malaysia (6 , 4), Philippines (5.4), 
and Thailand (4.5).

Our IPRs and MSMEs
The wareness of IPR protection is a very important issue to be 
considered, not least by MSMEs. According to the data from the 
National Development Planning Agency, the Central Bureau of 
Statistics, and the United Nation Population Fund, the number of 
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in Indonesia in 2018 
was predicted to reach 58.97 million people (Kontan, 10/05/2018). 
Not surprisingly, the value of the UMKM GDP contribution in 2013 
reached IDR 15 billion, with the growth value of export donations 
amounting to 9.29 percent (BPS, 2014).

Therefore, the protection of IPR by MSMEs in Indonesia cannot 
be underestimated, because IPR protection can be one of the fac-
tors that make a business still exist in the industrial world. New 
technologies can change the face of existing industries, resulting in 
several industries going bankrupt and opening up opportunities for 
new industries (WIPO, 2015).

If MSMEs in Indonesia are not ready to defend against technologi-
cal changes, it is possible that many MSMEs will go bankrupt. This 

The Economy
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technological change must be followed by IPR protection against 
the technology so that it can close opportunities for other business 
actors to be able to survive in a business industry that depends on 
these technological changes.

Recommendations
Based on the findings above, the author recommends policies to 
encourage and improve the Indonesian IPR index, and also policies 
to collaborate with MSMEs.

First, the author recommends that research and development insti-
tutions involve all stakeholders so that each of the findings and re-
search can be followed up to meet the needs of the industrial world. 
That way, the results of the study will be able to be applied in the 
field of industry so that they could operate more innovatively, and 
efficiently.

Second, the author also recommends that MSMEs do brand protec-
tion. In the opinion of the author, brand protection can be the right 
choice for MSME players because every MSME actor must name 
their business or company to differentiate from competitors.

Through brand protection, MSMEs have the opportunity to gain 
strategic bargaining positions in national and international markets. 
In addition, if MSMEs have brands that are guaranteed the quality 
of their main products, then it is possible that MSMEs can expand 
their business through franchise / franchise schemes.

Thus, we can see that Indonesia still has the opportunity to boost 
the IPR figure so that Indonesia can become more confident to 
compete in free competition markets, especially in the ASEAN re-
gion. Therefore, the author hopes that all parties, both government 
and private, want to work together to strengthen copyright protec-
tion and fight brand copyright infringement so that Indonesian intel-
lectual property rights are better and can also stimulate the creative 
process, resulting in technical improvement and economic growth 
of a country.

- M. Rifki Fadilah -

The Economy
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The Consistency Test of the Indonesian 
Tourism Sector

In the last ten years, the Indonesian tourism sector has continued 
to stretch and is projected to be able to bring fresh air in the midst 
of the increasingly worsening oil and non-oil and gas sector. This 
is reflected in the increasing number of foreign tourist arrivals to 
Indonesia every year.

In 2008, the number of foreign tourist arrivals showed a number of 
6,234,497 foreign tourists from all entrance gates to Indonesia. This 
number has almost doubled in the last 10 years. Citing the data from 
the Central Statistics Agency (BPS) in 2018, cumulatively (January 
– August 2018), the number of foreign tourists visiting Indonesia 
reached 10.58 million visits,  12.30 percent higher compared to the 
number of foreign tourists visiting the same period in 2017, which 
amounted to 9.42 million visits (BPS, 2018).

The New Machine of Growth
In the world of economy, tourism is more often categorized into 
demand-side economy, which is able to create demand (both goods 
and services or investments) and to encourage increased output 
produced by the community, leading to an increase in a country’s 
economic growth. This thesis is reinforced by Keynes’s opinion in 
Fadilah (2018), which states that international tourism can be con-
sidered as an exogenous component of aggregate demand, which 
has a positive influence on income, employment and so on through 
multiplier effects.

Some studies also show the same thing; for example, a study con-
ducted by Muhamad Afdi Nizar (2017) that examined the effect 
of tourism income on economic growth in Indonesia. The increase 
in tourism income in the previous year will only have an effect on 
economic growth in the first and second come.

The economy
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Empirically, this research is in line with the data from the Minis-
try of Tourism Pocket Book (2016), indicating that the tourism sec-
tor’s contribution to the national Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
in 2014 had reached 9%, or Rp. 946.09 trillion. Meanwhile, foreign 
exchange from the tourism sector in 2014 had reached Rp 120 tril-
lion, and contributions to employment opportunities amounted 
to 11 million people (Anggraini, 2017). It is projected that the tour-
ism sector in 2019 will be able to contribute 15% of gross domestic 
product, 280 trillion in foreign exchange, and be able to absorb 13 
million workers.

In terms of investment, in fact investment in the tourism sector 
also continues to increase from year to year. The Investment Co-
ordinating Board (2017) noted that tourism investment in the odd 
semester of 2017 reached 929.14 million USD, or around 12.4 tril-
lion (3.67% of total national investment). This value is projected 
to grow 37% from the realization of tourism investment in the odd 
semester of 2016. Seeing this fact, it is not surprising that the tour-
ism sector is currently being able to become one of the new engines 
of Indonesia’s economic growth.

Tourism Consistency’s Test
It seems that tourism is currently becoming a glorious sector that 
the government is hoping to become one of the new economic 
growth engines in Indonesia. Unfortunately, according to the re-
sults of research conducted by M. Rifki Fadilah et.al (2018), it shows 
that foreign tourist arrivals and economic growth are procyclical. 
That is, the cycle of arrivals of foreign tourists tends to be following 
the business cycle of economic growth. The tourism sector, in par-
ticular the arrival of foreign tourists, is very susceptible to business 
cycles that fluctuate. 

Simply put, when the arrival of foreign tourists goes down, eco-
nomic growth can also directly impact a decline. It is also added 
that the business cycles are very volatile in one year, which is a little 
difficult to predict the direction of its movement. This also proves 
that foreign tourist arrivals are not expected to be used as a tool to 
balance the Indonesian economy in the long run.

Evidence from several neighboring countries also shows the same 
thing. For example, Malaysia, which in the last 3 years (2013-2015), 
has decreased the number of foreign tourist arrivals followed by a 
pattern of decline in economic growth. Things that are very contra-

The Economy
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dictory occur in Hong Kong, Greece, Bahrain and Brazil, where in 
the last 3 years (2013-2015), shows that economic growth in these 
countries continues to decline when foreign tourist arrivals increase 
every year (UNWTO, 2017).

This research and empirical evidence are a consistency test for In-
donesia’s tourism sector. Is the tourism sector still able to become 
a pillar balancing Indonesia’s economic growth considering  its pro-
cyclical nature? This is also a yellow light for relevant parties, espe-
cially the Ministry of Tourism, to make a breakthrough and policy 
that are able to make the tourism sector a balancing power of the 
economy in the long run, becoming a new source of support for 
Indonesia’s economic growth.

Recommendations
As one of the new engines of Indonesia’s economic growth, the 
contribution of this sector to Indonesia’s economic growth also can-
not be underestimated. According to research and existing empiri-
cal evidence, it does show that tourism has a significant influence on 
Indonesia’s economic growth. However, the government must also 
be vigilant regarding the ability of tourism to be a counterweight 
and a pillar of Indonesia’s economic growth in the long run, which 
still undergoes various tests and challenges.

For this reason, the author provides recommendations to parties 
related to the special Government through the Ministry of Tourism 
to make a more comprehensive policy in making tourism a sustain-
able sector. For example, by continuing to pay attention to several 
policies that can encourage investment in the field of accommoda-
tion by the private sector (foreign investment) by providing proce-
dural and bureaucratic facilities. 

There needs to be government policy to facilitate the flow of invest-
ment, tourism goods and services, and to support economic policies 
related to tourism development. Thus, the multiplier efffect of the 
tourism sector, such as increasing employment in the tourism area, 
will increase and bring stimulus to Indonesia’s economic growth and 
be able to make Indonesia’s tourism sector stronger in becoming the 
new engine of Indonesia’s economic growth.

- M. Rifki Fadilah -

The Economy
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Voter Participation in the 2019 Elections

According to the data released by the General Elections Commis-
sion (KPU), the voter turnout in the 2019 presidential elections 
reached 81.97 percent. Meanwhile, the level of voter participation 
in the 2019 legislative elections (Pileg) touched 81.69 percent. The 
realization was above the target of simultaneous election participa-
tion set by the government and election organizer. The voter par-
ticipation target in the 2019 elections was set at a level of 77.5 per-
cent (bisnis.com, 14/6).

KPU Commissioner Viryan Azis said that voter participation in 
the 2019 elections increased compared to the previous elections. If 
compared to 2014, the increase in participation rate was almost 10 
percent. Viryan said that the 81 percent participation rate exceed-
ed the national target of the KPU, which was set at 77.5 percent. 
According to data compiled by KPU, the number of 2019 election 
voters inside and outside the country reached 199,987,870. Mean-
while, voters who used their voting rights were 158,012,506 (kom-
pas.com, 27/5).

The increased participation in the 2019 elections is a positive de-
velopment amid the regative records of the elections, as they were 
considered inefficient and as they took the lives of many KPPS of-
ficers.

The Director of the Association for Elections and Democracy (Per-
ludem), Titi Anggraini, said that there were positive things in the si-
multaneous elections in 2019. One of them was the increased voter 
participation rate compared to the previous elections. Therefore, 
Titi called on all parties not to be in a hurry to separate the Pilpres 
from Pileg in the upcoming 2024 elections. Nevertheless, a com-
prehensive evaluation is needed after the 2019 elections (Suara.
com, 27/4).

Politics



14The Indonesian Update  — Volume XIII, No.6 - June 2019

In fact, long before the voting was held, the 2019 elections were 
overshadowed by low public participation. This could be seen with 
the emergence of a movement that called on people no to vote or  
to abstain from voting. The movements were initiated by several 
groups, such as the Community ‘My Millennium Golput’ (SGM) 
and the ‘Civil Society Coalition’. In reality, this movement had very 
little influence on voters.

According to an Indonesian Survey Circle (LSI) Denny JA, Adrian 
Sopa, the voter participation rate in the 2019 elections was not in 
line with the trend of abstention that has started before the elec-
tions. According to data from the General Elections Commission 
(KPU), the level of abstention was 23.30% in the 2004 presidential 
elections, 27.45% in 2009, and 30.42% in 2014 (bbc.com, 3/5).

An analysis
Seeing the increased number of voter participation in the 2019 elec-
tions, the author tries to analyze this by quoting Ramlan Surbakti’s 
(1992) opinion on two important variables that influence the level 
of political participation.

The first variable is  the level of political awareness; that is, the 
awareness of the rights and obligations of citizens. Furthermore, 
the second variable is the concerns about how to evaluate govern-
ment policies and the implementation of the government  policies.

Referring to these two variables, the author considers that the in-
creased number of voter participation in the 2019 elections signified 
increased citizens’ political awareness of their rights and obligations. 
One of the rights and obligations of citizens in the political field is 
implemented through participating in elections.

Regarding the second variable, the author believes that this is in-
fluenced by the division of supporters of the two presidential and 
vice-presidential candidates.

For the supporters of Joko Widodo (Jokowi) - KH Maaruf Amin,the 
performance of the Jokowi government is very good and needs to 
be continued in the second period. Meanwhile, in the strongholds 
of supporters of Prabowo Subianto - Sandiaga Uno, it the govern-
ment’s performance is very bad, so it needs to be replaced.

According to the two assessments of the two supporters, the vot-
ers must fulfill their duties by using their voting rights to support 

Politics
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their chosen candidates. The magnitude of the two supporters’ en-
thusiasm in the presidential elections ultimately increased the num-
ber of community participation in the 2019 elections

On the other hand, according to the opinion of McClosky (1972), 
political participation is the voluntary activities of citizens through 
the process of selecting the ruler. And directly or indirectly, this is 
also part of the general policy formation process.

Recommendations
The author hopes that the increased level of community partici-
pation in the 2019 election, will also be followed by an increase in 
community participation in the process of policy making in the next 
five years.

Community participation in policy-making is not only at the nation-
al level but at all levels of government. Space for community par-
ticipation in the policy-making process can be carried out through 
development planning meetings (musrenbang).

It is also hoped that community participation will not only stop in 
the policy-making process, but also in the aspect of supervision of 
the implementation of government policies in the next five years. 
Policy products produced by officials should be chosen by the peo-
ple, inclusive, accountable and transparent.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

Politics

The increased 
number of community 
participation in the 2019 
election is also expected 
to be followed by an 
increase in community 
participation in the 
process of policy-making 
in the next five years.
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The Results of the 2019 Legislative Elections
 

The results of the 2019 Legislative Election (Pileg) vote recapitula-
tion were announced by the General Elections Commission (KPU) 
on Tuesday (5/21/2019). According to the results of the recapitula-
tion, only nine political parties managed to garner 4% of the votes 
as (the parliamentary threshold).

The nine political parties will occupy 575 seats in the House of 
Representatives (DPR) of the Republic of Indonesia for the term 
2019-2024. The seats are spread in 80 electoral regions throughout 
Indonesia.

The number of seats in the DPR has increased by 15 seats com-
pared to the previous period, which only covered 560 seats from 77 
electoral regions. The additional electoral regions are in West Ka-
limantan, North Kalimantan, and West Nusa Tenggara provinces.

The Comparison of Vote Results
According to the results of the KPU recapitulation, there were dy-
namics in the votes secured by political parties in the 2019 legislative 
elections. The dynamics of votes in the 2019 legislative elections 
are seen if they are  compared to the votes in the 2014 legislative 
elections.

Table 1 The Comparison of Votes in
the 2014 and 2019 Legislative Elections

Politics
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The Indonesian Democratic Party for Struggle (PDI-P) managed to 
secure the highest number of votes. If compared to the 2014 votes, 
the number of  PDI-P’s votes has increased.

In 2014, PDI-P obtained 23,681,471 votes, or 18.95 percent of the 
national vote. Whereas in the 2019 elections, the PDI-P vote rose 
by 3,372,490 votes to 27,053,961 votes, or equal to 19.33 percent 
of the national vote.

It was not ony PDIP that experienced a rise in the number of votes 
in the 2019 Elections. The increase in the number of votes has also 
been experienced by the Gerindra Party, PKB, Nasdem, PKS, and 
also PAN (although in percentage term).

However, on the other hand, some parties have experienced a de-
cline in the number of votes; for example, the Golkar Party. In the 
2019 elections, Golkar received 17,229,789 votes. The number of 

Politics
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votes dropped 1,202,523 votes, compared to Golkar’s vote in the 
2014 election, which amounted to 18,432,312 votes.

Besides Golkar, the decline in votes has also been experienced by 
the Democratic Party, PPP and Hanura. In the 2019 elections, 
the Democratic Party won 10,876,507 votes. This number fell 
1,852,406 votes compared to the Democratic vote in the 2014 elec-
tions, which amounted to 12,728,913.

Similar to Democrats, PPP has also experienced a decline in votes. 
In the 2019 elections, PPP received 6,323,147 votes. This number 
dropped 1,834,341 votes compared to PPP votes in the 2014 elec-
tions, which amounted to 8,157,488 votes.

A significant decline was experienced by the Hanura Party. The 
Hanura Party lost 4,417,991 votes, compared to the vote in the 
2014 elections , which amounted to 6,579,498 votes. Now Hanura 
only got 2,161,507 votes, or 1.54% percent of the total national 
vote, which means that Hanura failed to pass the parliamentary 
threshold.

Chart 1 The Comparison of Percentage of Votes
in the 2014 and 2019 Legislative Elections

Politics
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The Coattail Effect
 According to the author, one of the factors affecting the increase 
in some political party votes is the coattail effect. This is in line with 
the predictions of several survey results, stating that there would be 
an impact of the electability of the presidential and vice presidential 
candidates on the votes of coalition parties.

According to the results of the Kompas R & D survey in late Feb-
ruary to early March 2019, small and medium-sized parties were 
predicted not to have a coattail effect. The coattail effect would 
only be by experienced by PDIP and Gerindra. The electability of 
PDIP was boosted by Jokowi’s figure, while Gerindra was boosted 
by Prabowo. The electability of PDIP, according to the Kompas R 
& D, was 26.9 percent, and Gerindra’d was 17 percent (tirto.id, 
4/4/2019).

In addition to PDI-P and Gerindra, PKB was also predicted to have 
a coattail effect from KH Ma’ruf Amin who is a vice presidential 
candidate for Jokowi. The Populi Center Research Director, Usep S 
Ahyar said that PKB would get significant coattail effect from vice 
presidential candidate Kiai Maruf Amin. According to the results 
of the Populi Center survey and several other surveys, PKB’s elect-
abilty would be below PDIP, Gerindra and Golkar. PKB would get 
more than 10 percent of the votes, surpassing the parliamentary 
threshold of four percent (republika.co.id, 03/30/2019).

This was in line with the results of a quick count conducted by 
Denny JA’s Indonesian Survey Circle (LSI) on the voting day of the 
2019 elections. LSI researcher Rully Akbar said that the coattail ef-
fect of presidential and vice-presidential candidates did not affect 
all parties. Only three political parties received the coattail effect; 
namely, PDI Perjuangan, PKB, and Gerindra Party. PDI Perjuan-
gan is associated with Joko Widodo. PKB is associated with Ma’ruf 
Amin. Meanwhile, Gerindra received a coattail effect from Prabo-
wo Subianto and Sandiaga Uno (medcom.id, 4/19/2019).

Conclusions
The implementation of the 2019 legislative elections was held si-
multaneously at the same time as the president and vice presiden-
tial elections. According to the results of the vote recapitulation, 
there were dynamics of the number of votes of political parties in 
the 2019 legislative elections.

Politics
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The dynamics of the political party are inseparable from the coattail 
effect. The coattail effect only affects Indonesian political parties 
that support president and vice presidential candidates.
 presiden maupun wakil presiden. 

As for other parties, even though they are in a coalition, these ef-
fects are not felt by other parties that do not support presidential or 
vice-presidential candidates.

 
- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

In the 2019 Legislative 
Elections, one of the 
factors that influenced 
the increase in party 
votes was the coattail 
effect.
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Regional Governments’ Roles:
 the JKN Era and Regional Autonomy

Regional governments are predicted to be one of the important ac-
tors in the implementation of the National Health Insurance (JKN). 
Various regulations have been conducted together with policy re-
search, which show the significance of this role. One of them is the 
integration of the Regional Health Insurance (Jamkesda) into JKN, 
which is an important spotlight. Considering the target of compre-
hensive coverage within the framework of Universal Health Cov-
erage (UHC) and the full support for national strategic programs, 
regional governments face urgency to help work together to suc-
ceed JKN.

Since it was intensified in 2014, the integration has run quite well. 
Even though it turns out to be a little slower than the overall tar-
get of integration at the end of 2016. As of May 2018, as many as 
493 districts / cities from 514 districts / cities have been integrated 
into JKN. Then, as reported by Bisnis Indonesia (3/1), as of Janu-
ary 2019, there were still 14 districts that had not yet realized the 
integration of Jamkesda into JKN; that is, one district in East Nusa 
Tenggara and 13 other districts in Papua.

From the same source, there were also explanations from the Head 
of Public Relations of the Social Security Management Agency 
(BPJS) Health, M. Iqbal Anas Maruf regarding the challenges of 
the integration. According to him, it is not only questioning the un-
availability of the Jamkesda program in the region, but also consid-
ering the capacity in terms of the regional budget.

The integration efforts above have produced results from the par-
ticipation side. As of December 2018, the total membership of JKN 
reached 207.83 million, or around 78 percent. Of the total, partici-
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pants of the Regional Beneficiary (PBI) Recipient Budget (APBD) 
reached 30.03 million people, or around 14.4 percent of the total. 
This figure has the possibility of a significant increase consider-
ing the participation rate of the JKN-KIS program as of February 
2019 reached 82.64 percent, or around 218.13 million people (BPJS 
Health, 2019).

The side of participation does get the main spotlight regarding the 
role of regional governments. The budget allocation and participa-
tion of the population by the regional government is clearly empha-
sized, such as the Presidential Instruction (Inpres) Number 8/2017 
on the Optimization of the National Health Insurance Program, 
which mandates 11 institutions, including regional governments 
(Governors and Regents / Mayors) in optimizing JKN implementa-
tion. 

The regulation, in addition to expecting the regional government to 
ensure health services, also mandates to allocate budgets, ensure 
registration of residents to JKN, ensure regional-owned enterprises 
(BUMD) register all workers and their families, and set administra-
tive sanctions.

The optimization of JKN implementation in terms of participa-
tion by regional governments can be seen from the work of sev-
eral regions. The provinces of Aceh, DKI Jakarta, West Papua, and 
Gorontalo deserve thumbs up with their performance reaching a 
total membership of more than 95 percent.

Unfortunately, there are important notes regarding the provision of 
regional health budget allocations with 10 percent achievement. Of 
the 17 JKN regions observed by the Ministry of Domestic Affairs in 
2015, only 4 provinces met the requirements. Some of these prov-
inces include Bali, Central Java, Central Sulawesi and West Nusa 
Tenggara (Tempo.co, 27/5).

Several things related to the role of regional governments in imple-
menting JKN at a glance are described above. On the other hand, 
regional governments face a variety of other challenges that are no 
less important than the authority of regional governments in the 
implementation of health insurance in the regions; namely, improv-
ing the quality of health services.

Regional Government Roles in the JKN Era
Regional governments are provided with the authority to regulate 
various matters, including health. Regarding JKN, Law Number 
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23/2014 ona Regional Government affirms the presence of sup-
port for national strategic programs (in this case JKN) by the re-
gional government. In general, support can be manifested through 
the integration of Jamkesda into JKN as described above. Then, 
the support include expanding the scope of participation, improving 
the quality of services, and increasing compliance (BPJS Kesehatan, 
11/21/16).

Interesting things are actually related to the fulfillment of the qual-
ity of health services as one form of regional government authority 
in the health sector. Health services and health insurance are not 
exclusive to each other and are the basis for synchronizing overall 
health insurance.

Quoted from Shetty et al (2016), the correlation cannot be ignored 
between the quality of health services from health facilities and the 
quality of health insurance. The correlation then varies with regard 
to geographical differences, so it becomes a challenge for each re-
gion to maximize the quality of health services in order to achieve 
comprehensive health coverage.

In a study by the National Team for the Acceleration of Poverty Re-
duction (2014) related to the role of regional governments in imple-
menting JKN, health services that must be optimized include the 
availability of health workers and health facilities, increased access 
in accordance with medical needs, utilization of capitation funds at 
first-rate health facilities ( FKTP) belongs to the regional govern-
ment, and the budget is sufficient for health services, both individu-
al and community health efforts.

The drive to optimize the roles above needs to be popularized by 
aligning the urgency of achieving comprehensive coverage by im-
proving health services in each region. This role certainly requires 
synergy across sectors in a systematic and sustainable manner.

Collaboration with the Regional Government
The important role of regional governments cannot be marginal-
ized. The description above at least illustrates the regional gov-
ernment as an actor who helped oversee the optimization of JKN 
while continuing to assert its identity in the form of regional author-
ity. This potential needs to get the attention of various parties, es-
pecially the central government through the BPJS Health and the 
Ministry of Health so that it can be embodied in the form of joint 
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commitments through a clear main regulation. In addition to cov-
ering regional participation and compliance mechanisms that con-
tinue to be debated, cooperation on health services in the JKN era 
needs to be mainstreamed.

Regarding the availability of health facilities and health workers, re-
gional governments are expected to be able to increase the chanc-
es of hospitals at the regional level as health service providers by 
providing loans and incentives to meet accreditation standards and 
other health services.

In addition, the above strategy can be applied to increase the num-
ber of health workers, both doctors in health centers and specialists 
in hospitals so that the ratio of health workers to JKN participants 
is optimal. The above also needs to be balanced with observations 
from the center to see areas that have low budget capacity with the 
distribution of existing health resources.

In addition, regional governments also have the authority to con-
duct multisector cooperation in matters of health, such as opening a 
tap for private investment in the provision of health service facilities. 
In addition, cooperation can also be carried out by regional govern-
ments and other actors, such as civil society organizations and com-
munities to participate in promoting access to health services with 
medical needs to the community more closely. With this approach, 
it is expected that the ideals of comprehensive health coverage will 
be realized together with improving the quality of optimal health 
services.

- Nopitri Wahyuni -

  

Collaboration between 
the center, regional 
government, and other 
actors in the region is 
needed to ensure health 
insurance goes hand in 
hand with improving 
health services.
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Immersed Mental Health in Women and Culture
 

The link between women and culture is one of the perspectives 
to look at current mental health issues. The increasing popularity 
of the issue along with the community awareness certainly offer 
a debate with interlinked perspectives. In addition to exploring the 
depth of the issue according to the socio-cultural context of the 
community, an understanding of mental health needs to get a larger 
portion at the level of intervention and policy recommendations.

More specifically, various studies show that women experience vul-
nerability and have become persons with psychosocial disabilities 
greater than men. However, it remains to be noted that the ratio 
can differ depending on the type of mental health problem faced.

However, the example in this context can be seen from a 2012 
World Health Organization (WHO) report. The report states that 
the suicide ratio per 100,000 population in Indonesia is at a level of 
4.9 (female) and 3.7 (male). This vulnerability is still high in women.
These numbers are then accompanied by determinant factors 
why women are at risk of suicide. These factors include domestic 
violence, sexual violence, social pressure and economic difficulties. 
And, it should be noted, depressive symptoms become a trigger 
for a time bomb for high suicide rates in Indonesia, especially for 
women.

Moving on to the socio-cultural context, understanding about han-
dling mental health problems is still not evenly distributed. For ex-
ample, the practice of pasung (wooden stocks) is still often done 
to deal with persons with psychosocial disabilities. Data from the 
Ministry of Social Affairs (2018), there are around 57,000 suffer-
ers who have experienced pasung. In 2018, Human Rights Watch 
stated that there were still 12,800 people who were still confined to 
the practice.

Social
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The 2013-2018 Basic Health Research (Riskesdas) also illustrates 
that the rate of pasung is greater in the rural context with a rate of 
17.7 percent in 2018 than in urban areas at 10.7 percent. The report 
also illustrates that the highest distribution of household members 
(ART) with people with severe mental illness / psychosis are in the 
provinces of Bali, Yogyakarta and West Nusa Tenggara. Unfortu-
nately, these data do not contain ratios based on gender.

In addition, the handling of the problems is also related to medical 
access. Data show that only 16 percent of people with psychosocial 
disabilities have access to mental health services (HRW, 2018). As 
part of alternative treatment, as well as non-medical treatment, it 
is still widely used in Indonesia.

Unfortunately, in many cases, the practice has also been plagued by 
arbitrary treatment, physical and sexual violence, forced treatment, 
exclusion, and so on. These complicate efforts to deal with mental 
health problems in Indonesia.

Mental Health, Women and Culture
Cultural diversity undeniably has important implications for handling 
mental health problems. A research project conducted by Hecha-
nova and Waeldle (2017) formulates at least five components that 
can be used as indicators to discuss these correlations.

The first component is related to emotional expression. In some cul-
tures, talking about a painful problem is thought to lead to pain-
ful feelings. In other words, a form of imbalance in expression can 
cause disease. This causes reluctance to discuss their problems.

The second component is related to shame. This shame is still a bar-
rier to access to health services. The shame is related to the de-
sire to protect the reputation and dignity of the family. The fear 
of “crazy” presuppositions in persons with psychosocial disabilities, 
both on the therapist’s side and society, is a factor in shame. In the 
end, they are unable to build trust and have a fear of expressing 
their problems.

The next component is related to the power distance between psy-
chosocial therapists and persons with an impact on autonomy as 
well as the ongoing therapy process. In this component, women 
experience a large vulnerability to experience physical and sexual 
violence. In some regional contexts, persons who are unable to 
refuse treatment from non-medical therapists, such as physicians 
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or traditional healers, are considered to be part of the alternative 
medicine process.

The fourth is related to the characteristics of community collectiv-
ism which is still low, which leads to a lack of a process of providing 
support. The last is related to the factors of spirituality and religion 
that influence the handling of mental health problems.

Of these components, stigma is then formed and becomes a major 
obstacle in access to health services. Stigma can be understood as 
a form of shame, disgrace or rejection that ends in rejected feelings, 
discriminated against or excluded in terms of their functioning in 
society (WHO, 2001).

The stigma has a greater risk in the socio-cultural context. Espe-
cially when people with psychosocial disabilities show extreme pat-
terns of behavior that are in conflict with local cultural values so 
that they influence rejection, exclusion and discrimination. In the 
end, people feel embarrassed and hide their diseases and avoid han-
dling.

Holistic Mental Health Regulation: Recommendations
The handling of mental health problems in Indonesia has progressed 
over time. Law No. 18/2014 on Mental Health has also emerged 
as a multi-stakeholder framework on the issue. Unfortunately, the 
mandate regarding the derivative regulations of the law has not 
been implemented properly.

Some derivative regulations need to be resolved to address the 
complexity of mental health issues in Indonesia. These regulations 
include a Presidential Regulation regarding coordination of mental 
health efforts, Ministerial Regulation on the management of people 
with mental disorders (ODGJ) in other ways outside medical sci-
ence. In addition, the law mandates Government Regulations re-
garding further provisions for the implementation of mental health 
efforts, ranging from promotive to rehabilitative efforts, providing 
mental health resources.

The thing that needs to be emphasized from these rules is how to 
load the socio-cultural context of the community related to mental 
health. Mental health efforts must involve a holistic approach that 
is able to eliminate stigma and discrimination against persons with 
psychosocial disabilities.

Social
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This certainly requires coordination between government institu-
tions. On the side of health workers, the bio-psycho-social approach 
and medical pluralism can be an approach to working with various 
community contexts. Coordinative and sustainable mental health 
efforts also require cultural competencies as awareness, knowledge 
and skills needed in various cultural contexts.

On the side of community participation, it is necessary to empha-
size positive resources in ethnic-culture-based societies. This can 
build social support and community-based collectivities that en-
courage the handling process.

In addition to approaches to the health and community resources 
side, what needs to be done is to increase the opportunities for re-
search and development cooperation related to mental health is-
sues with various perspectives. With these various approaches it is 
expected to be able to answer the issue of diversity of mental health 
issues in each region in Indonesia.

-  Nopitri Wahyuni  -
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) ) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles.

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).
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TII”), monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian 
Update”), annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly 
discussion forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. The economy plays an important role 
as one of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources 
have often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing 
economic policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in 
the quality of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to 
conduct comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, 
the studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies 
will be continued until the policy evaluation process.

 The implementation of regional autonomy that is based on Law No. 
32 Year 2004 has demanded bottom-up planning processes, which are 
participatory in development process. However, fiscal decentralization 
is still seen crucial particularly for people living in the regions. This can 
be seen from the high number of gap, poverty, and unemployment. 
Therefore, there is a need for effective policy formula, which has the right 
targets.

TII has research focus on fiscal decentralization and sustainable 
development issues. Fiscal decentralization issues will focus on the 
discussion on financial matters, corruption, and development of local 
infrastructure development. With regard to sustainable development, TII 
focuses on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development and 
development gap. On poverty issues, TII focuses its research on social 
protection, human resources and employment, and government subsidy 
policies.

 The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with an academic paper. 
Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundations.                    

TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted using sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce more comprehensive academic papers and bills. It 
is expected that the laws and regulations will be produced through such 
participatory processes, which involve the writing of academic papers and 
also focus group discussions (FGD), which will involve the stakeholders 
related to the laws and regulations that will be discussed.

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

Since the enactment of Law No. 22 Year 1999, which was then revised 
through Law No. 32 Year 2004 on the Local Government, powers are 
no longer centralized in the central government. Based on the Law, the 
local governments have wider autonomy to manage their own internal 
affairs. With the wider regional autonomy and obligation to create good 
governance, the local governments are demanded to be more responsive 
towards public aspirations. Therefore, public policy research has become 
more important for local governments to analyze contexts and issues in 
the regions, as well as the public’s aspirations to formulate public policies.

 In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offers 
policy assessments on various policies that have already been applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economic, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist governments in formulating policies that are in line with contexts, 
priorities, and people’s aspirations. TII also offers various breakthroughs 
of transformative policies that are in line with the Open Government 
principles’ implementation in order to increase public participation in 
policy processes.

Political Research Division of TII provides analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policies in the 
strengthening of democracy and the establishment of good governance 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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both at the national and at the local levels. Political research forms that are 
offered by TII are (1) Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, 
(3) Mapping & Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment 
Research, (5) Survey Indicator.

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is needed by the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly.

 Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy Analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed by TII is the qualitative 
evaluations of projects or programs of non-governmental organizations 
or governments. The evaluation activities are offered by TII in stages; 
that is, mid-term evaluations of the projects/programs and also the final 
evaluations at the end of the projects/programs.

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of a 
project or program. Mid-Term Evaluations of the projects or programs are 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the projects or programs, and to make recommendations 
for the continuity of the projects or programs. Meanwhile, the final 
evaluations allow us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons 
learned to ensure the achievements of all the objectives of the projects or 
programs at the end of the projects or programs.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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