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The April 2019 edition of the Indonesian Update presents a main report 
on disaster policy in Indonesia. This theme is very suitable as Indonesia is a 
country that is vulnerable to disasters. Therefore, it is not only the role of the 
Government to deal with disaster issues. Other sectors in the country also 
have the roles in dealing with disaster issues in Indonesia. In addition, disaster 
policy must consider vulnerable groups with a more integrated approach .

In the economic field, the Indonesian Update discusses aircraft fares that have 
led to various speculations. In addition, in the economic field, this edition of the 
Indonesian Update also discusses the Women and Indonesia’s economy. This is 
quite relevant, because on 21 April we commemorate Kartini Day.

In the field of law, the Indonesian Update raises a theme on the threat of 
prosecution against election administrators. This is very important to discuss, 
because it is not only related to public trust in state institutions that will be 
eroded but also will trigger chaos. In addition, the legal section discusses the 
practices of political corruption in Indonesia. Therefore, several concrete steps 
are needed that must be started from the handling of political parties.

In the political field, the Indonesian Update raises a theme on elections from 
various aspects, such as the role of the electoral committees, which is very 
important in maintaining public confidence in the election results. The next 
aspect is the difference in survey results ahead of voting. The other aspect is 
the discussion about the proposed programs from both  presidential candidates 
in the field of governance revealed in the Fourth Debate. In addition to election 
issues, the Indonesian Update also discusses the acts of terror that occurred in 
New Zealand. This needs to be addressed with anti- terror mitigation policies 
because they have the potential to be an inspiration or source of disappointment 
that will trigger acts of terrorism in Indonesia.

The monthly publication of the Indonesian Update with actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business institutions - as 
well as academics, think tanks, and elements of civil society, both domestic 
and foreign, to obtain actual information and contextual analysis of economic 
conditions, politics, social, and law in Indonesia, as well as an understanding of 
public policy in Indonesia.

 Happy Reading.

FOREWORD
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The disaster occurred in Sentani a while ago had brought sorrow 
to many people. On March 16, 2019, there were flash floods and 
landslides in the Sentani area, Jayapura Regency, Papua Province. 
As reported by Okezone (1/4), the disaster was caused by landscape 
changes that caused the flows of water from Cycloops Mountains 
not to flow downstream. Unfortunately, the high volume of water, 
which was also triggered by the intensity of high rainfalls and 
deforestation of the mountains, overflew to  residential settlements.

The impact of the disaster was not small. According to the data 
from the National Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) as of 
March 30, 112 people died, 961 were injured and 17 people were 
identified as missing. Meanwhile, the number of refugees reached 
a level of 4,763 people from 963 families, who were scattered in 
21 refugee points (Merdeka.com, 30/3). There were also material 
losses, such as heavily damaged buildings, including 2,287 heavily 
damaged houses, 59 schools, 104 shop houses, 5 bridges, 2 churches, 
1 market, and 1 health center.

The government has carried out various post-disaster handling 
actions. In addition to evacuating and providing shelters, the 
government has also been focusing on improving settlements and 
public facilities. As reported by the Office of the President’s Staff 
(2/4), President Jokowi’s visit on April 1 resulted in a memorandum 
of understanding between BNPB and other related parties to carry 
out long-term recovery. Obviously, physical handling is a priority.

Regardless of physical damage, natural disasters are multi-facet 
issues. Disaster management does not only include physical 
rehabilitation. Furthermore, psycho-social support is one of the 
important elements in the post-disaster handling cycle. This social 
aspect is one of the important things that can be identified from 
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natural disaster situations. Anyone needs to see from the side of 
the victims affected by the disasters - who not only suffer physical 
losses but also prolonged vulnerability.

Gender Inequality and Natural Disasters

Natural disasters affect directly or indirectly. Directly, natural 
disasters certainly damage fixed assets and capital, such as physical 
buildings, agricultural land and natural resources and cause injuries, 
diseases and deaths. Meanwhile, the indirect impact includes losses 
of economic activities in terms of the productions of goods and 
services and in the long run threats against one’s well-being (Asian 
Development Bank, 2019). The above impacts are the results of 
the vulnerability of the community in the face of threats, including 
natural disasters.

In the event of a natural disaster, vulnerability is more risky for 
women and children. In the article Gender Issues in Natural 
Disasters article: Talking Points and Research Needs (2002), Elaine 
Enarson stated that women were the most victims in the natural 
disasters. This statement is reinforced by BNPB data, as 60-70 
percent of the majority of victims of natural disasters in Indonesia 
are women, children and the elderly (Tirto, 8/2).

Also quoted from The Conversation (2019), women face 14 times 
higher risk of being victims of disasters than adult men. The female 
victims are generally trapped in houses when disasters come so the 
opportunities to save them are smaller.

The vulnerability of women in disasters has been shown in several 
cases. For example, the heat wave disaster in France in 2003. 
70 percent of the total deaths of 15,000 people were women. In 
Indonesia, Oxfam (2005) research entitled The Tsunami’s Impact 
on Women revealed that 77 percent of the victims of the 2004 
Tsunami disaster were women. In the earthquake in Lombok in 
2018, the number of displaced female victims reached a level of 
229,640 compared to the male victims, which reached 187,889 
people (Kompas, 15/18/18).

Main Report
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According to an article by Nurtjahyo (2019), there are at least 
several reasons why women are vulnerable to being victims of 
natural disasters. First, women live in a value construction that 
expects them to first save family members. Secondly, women 
rarely take part in training on disasters because they are hindered 
by domestic work.

Third, women’s knowledge about disasters, including prevention 
and prevention, is very minimal. Finally, local knowledge about the 
introduction of the early symptoms of natural disasters has faded 
in the society and has resulted in low access to information for 
women. Also, the vulnerability is also strongly related to poverty 
levels, physical conditions, housing (urban or rural), socio-cultural 
backgrounds, etc.

Women and Vulnerability in Disaster Situations

The factors above also affect women’s vulnerability during and after 
a disaster. Ernawaty (2019) revealed the conditions of vulnerability 
that were experienced by women in post-disaster situations and 
transitions. First, women face barriers to access and post-disaster 
sanitation and health facilities, especially at refugee camps. This 
statement is reinforced by the differences in access and control of 
resources expressed by Elaine Enarson in Gender Equality, Work 
ad Disaster Reduction: Making the Connection (2000).

Regarding the inequality of access, women face obstacles to 
meeting basic needs. These basic needs are not only water and 
sanitation, but also nutritional needs, both for themselves and for 
their children. Such inequality certainly makes it difficult for women 
to protect their reproductive health, such as during menstruation, 
pregnancy, childbirth and breastfeeding. Moreover, the inequality is 
often complicated by various customs, cultures or beliefs that have 
negative consequences for women’s low access to facilities available 
at the points of refuge.

Besides access inequality, another problem is related to post-
traumatic stress disorders. If women lose family members; children, 
husbands or their parents, that will cause intense emotions. This 
has the potential to trigger prolonged psychological trauma 
characterized by various symptoms, including insomnia, depression 
and excessive worrisome

Main Report
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Furthermore, other vulnerability conditions are women at high risks 
of experiencing post-disaster violence. Both women and girls, they 
live in fear of facing sexual and physical violence. Regarding sexual 
violence, the main trigger is the limited privacy space at refugee 
camps, especially when they are separated from other family 
members.

Looking at case examples from the Learning Circle for Women 
(LIBU Perempuan), there have been several reports of cases of 
sexual violence at refugee camps after the earthquake and tsunami 
disasters in Central Sulawesi (VOA Indonesia, 21/10/18). One of the 
cases was the rape of a grade 1 elementary school student by three 
young people at s refugee camp (Kompas, 16/10/18).

In addition to privacy space, sexual violence is triggered by economic 
factors. According to a study by the Indonesian Family Planning 
Association, the difficult situation after disasters has forced women 
and girls to enter the sex market to meet basic needs. In fact, several 
studies from several countries have seen the phenomenon of post-
disaster trafficking of women and girls for commercial sex purposes 
(Pittaway, Bartolomei & Rees, 2007).

Economic factors also affect physical violence against women and 
children. These economic factors include the impact of physical 
damaged, especially housing and agricultural land, and the cessation 
of economic activities that break the income chain. Women are 
placed in a dependency position with various assistance in refugee 
camps, making them more vulnerable to greater risks of domestic 
violence.

If traced further, physical violence also has roots in gender 
construction inequality. The disasters then place men in vulnerable 
conditions and encourage them to commit violence. Post-disaster 
conditions trigger the potential for post-traumatic stress disorder, 
both due to loss of family members and due to the cessation of 
economic activity. The shifting of gender roles in the family due to 
the loss of family members who used to carry out domestic roles 
has become one of the triggers. The vulnerability is also expressed 
in the form of abusive behavior that leads to physical and sexual 
violence, especially to women and girls.

Main Report
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The last condition is related to decision-making in post-disaster 
situations. Women are often ignored in terms of leadership, 
and their voices in public meetings in refugee camps are often 
overlooked. Opinions regarding the conditions they experience and 
the urgent needs that must be fulfilled often do not involve women’s 
perspectives, as women are hampered by domestic roles, such as 
being pregnant. This situation makes vulnerability inevitable.

Conclusion

No one certainly wants to face complicated situations that occur 
during and after a disaster. Problems that are present are multi-
dimensional and require integrative handling. Regarding gender 
inequality in the issue of natural disasters, there are a number of 
things that can be offered as recommendations.

Regarding inequality in access, the action that must be encouraged is 
to ensure accessibility of health services for women. These services 
cover basic health and reproductive services by prioritizing the 
principles of non-discrimination and gender-sensitivity, especially 
for women and girls. This can be a follow-up to the Reproductive 
Health Minimum Service Package (PPAM) Guidelines under the 
umbrella of the Minister of Health Regulation on Health Crisis 
Management, which still requires more serious implementation.

Furthermore, psychological problems must be handled with a 
case approach. In line with the Post-Disaster Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction Guidelines in the form of the Regulation of the 
Head of BNPB Number 11/2008, psychological social recovery is 
carried out with various types of psychological interventions. The 
approach that must be encouraged is the psycho-social support, 
ranging from basic emotional support from groups to more skilled 
and professional psychosocial management support. Psychosocial 
management includes a case-to-treatment diagnosis that fits the 
characteristics of the case.

Furthermore, the risks of sexual and physical violence can be 
mitigated with the principle of safe space for women and girls, 
either through providing an understanding of safe space in the form 
of prevention. Regulations regarding sexual violence must also 
be encouraged to accommodate such crisis and natural disaster 
situations.

Main Report
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The last is about decision-making. Gender inequality that occurs 
during a disaster is inseparable from the dichotomous differentiation 
of gender roles. In this case, multi-sector roles must move to promote 
gender equality in disaster situations in order to encourage many 
women to have knowledge of disaster emergency response and 
information on how they play a role in decision-making when the 
post-disaster transition occurs. The knowledge of disaster can also 
be applied in the form of a school curriculum, which also considers 
the socio-cultural aspects of the local community, especially in 
disaster-prone areas.

In a more macro context, the government must consider more 
comprehensive disaster management rules. The initiative to revise 
the Disaster Management Law must encourage a more inclusive 
disaster management structure, especially for women and other 
vulnerable groups, from prevention to disaster rehabilitation. To 
realize this work, cooperation and collaboration from various parties 
are needed to create a society that is in favor of disaster victims 
who experience vulnerability, as well as more disaster response in 
the future.

- Nopitri Wahyuni  -

The roles of multi-sectors 
in disaster issues in 
Indonesia must consider 
vulnerable groups with a 
more integrated approach

Main Report
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Flight Ticket Rates

The Economy

Lately, Indonesia has been frustrated with uncertain plans to change 
ticket prices. Of course, we still remember that at the beginning of 
2019, several airlines, especially Low Cost Carriers (LCCs), simul-
taneously announced plans to increase airplane fares through the 
implementation of paid luggage.

Citing data from the Association of Indonesian Express Delivery 
Services (Asperindo), the increase in airplane ticket prices had 
started to occur in June 2018. At that time, Garuda and Citilink 
raised their ticket prices by 14% and 1%, respectively. Then, in Oc-
tober 2018, in addition to the two airlines, Lion Air also increased 
ticket prices by 36% (katadata.co.id, 03/03).

Whereas in January this year, it was Sriwijaya Air’s turn to increase 
ticket prices by up to 51%. On average, the increases in ticket prices 
in the last six months have reached a level of almost 50% for each 
airline. The high prices of airplane tickets driven by the Lion and 
Garuda Group are still ongoing today. For example, the ticket prices 
for the Jakarta Soekarno-Hatta Airport to Juanda Airport Sura-
baya route are around Rp. 800 thousand to Rp. 1.5 million for Lion 
Air and Batik Air. Meanwhile, for Garuda Indonesia, Citilink, and 
Sriwijaya Air, prices are in the range of Rp 1.3 million to Rp 1.6 mil-
lion (katadata.co.id, 03/03).

Not long ago, the Indonesia National Air Carriers Association (IN-
ACA) stated that there was a decrease in airplane ticket prices. 
The price decline varies from 20 % to 60%. The decline in ticket 
prices was an initiative of the Association after hearing complaints 
from the public (Tirto.id, 01/13).

Presumably, the decision has also made people confused. They be-
lieve that something is wrong with the prices of the airplane tick-
ets. Also, there is rigidity between policies implemented in the field. 
This makes many airline ticket prices still expensive.
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As a result, there has been a decline in the number of domestic pas-
sengers. According to the Central Statistics Agency (BPS), there 
was a decrease in the number of air transport passengers in do-
mestic flights in February 2019, which reached a level of 15.46% on 
a monthly basis and a level of 18.51% on an annual basis. In more 
details, the number of air transport passengers in February 2019 
was 5.63 million people. This level had decreased compared to that 
of February 2018, which reached a level of 6.91 million (Kontan, 
01/04).

International flights have also decreased by 7.04% on a monthly 
basis to 1.40 million people in February 2019, compared to that in 
January 2019, which reached 1.50 million people. As a result, the 
increase in airplane ticket prices had contributed to inflation, which 
began in December 2018 at a level of 0.19%. Meanwhile, in January 
2019, there were 0.02%, and in February and March 2019, it was at 
a level of 0.03% (Kontan, 01/04).

Responding to this, the Ministry of Transportation has issued new 
rules; that is, Regulation Number 20/2019 regarding the Procedures 
and Formulations for Calculating the Upper Limits of the Economy 
Class Domestic Passengers of the Scheduled Airlines. There is also 
the Ministerial Decree Number 72/2019 regarding the Upper Limit 
Tariffs of the Economy Class Domestic Passengers on the Commer-
cial Air Transport Services. The core of the two rules is to change 
the flight ticket lower rate from the original 30 percent of the upper 
limit tariff to 35 percent applicable April 1, 2019.

What is wrong?
The uncertainty in airplane fares has finally led to various specula-
tions. One of the most striking allegations is the cartel practices in 
the domestic aviation industry. The increase in airplane tariffs has 
been considered unnatural because it was carried out simultane-
ously. This has prompted the Business Competition Supervisory 
Commission (KPPU) to conduct an investigation into indications 
of a conspiracy committed by two big players; namely, the Garuda 
Group and Lion Group.

The cartel accusations are also getting stronger with the multiple 
position practices by the President Director of Garuda Indone-
sia, who also serves as a Commissioner of Sriwijaya Air (Kompas, 
21/01). It is clear in Article 26 of Law No. 5/1999 on the Prohibition 
of Monopolistic Practices and Unfair Business Competitions that a 

The Economy



10The Indonesian Update  — Volume XIII, No.4 - April 2019

person is not permitted to hold positions of the Board of Directors 
and Commissioner of two or more companies at the same time if 
the companies are in the same industry.

If we investigate more deeply, the airline competition in Indonesia 
has allegedly led to a duopoly market, with the Garuda Indonesia 
Group and Lion Air Group increasingly becoming the rulers of the 
air transport market in Indonesia. Previously, the air transporta-
tion market in the country was dominated by three major groups; 
namely, Garuda Indonesia, the Lion Air Group, and the Sriwijaya 
Air Group. However, everything changed when the Sriwijaya 
Group joined Garuda Indonesia through an operational cooperation 
scheme.

The next noise was the accusation of the practices of aviation fuel 
monopoly by Pertamina. At first, INACA complained about the 
high price of fuel sold by Pertamina in Indonesia compared to the 
refueling prices overseas. According to aeroportos.weebly.com, 
the price of jet fuel at the Changi Airport in Singapore was USD 
2.02 per gallon, and the price at the Kuala Lumpur International 
Airport Malaysia was set at USD 2.07 per gallon. Meanwhile, the 
cheapest avtur price in Indonesia was at the Soekarno-Hatta In-
ternational Airport (Soetta), Tangerang. Avtur price in Jakarta in 
January 2019 was set at USD 2.14 per gallon. Then, the price at the 
Juanda Airport in Surabaya was at USD 2.32 per gallon. The price 
at the Denpasar Ngurah Rai Airport was USD 2.37 per gallon. The 
price at the North Sumatra Kualanamu Airport was USD 2.41 per 
gallon (kumparan.com, 01/13).

The polemics over the portion of fuel costs of the total operational 
costs of the airline heightened as it touched a level of 40-45% of 
the overall operational costs. According to the Minister of Trans-
portation Regulation No. 14/2016 on the Formulation Mechanisms 
for the Calculation and Pricing of Upper and Lower Boundaries of 
the Economy Class of the Commercial Air Transportation, the fuel 
prices should only contribute to no more than 24% of aircraft op-
erating costs. Thus, the high prices of aviation fuel in the country 
have made airlines have to spend more in their expenses to cover 
their operational costs. This has in turn caused the prices of airline 
tickets to be expensive.

It turns out that there are other components that are often missed 
by government discussions; namely, the costs of aircraft mainte-
nance (maintenance) and airport fees (airport fees). Aircraft main-

The Economy
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tenance costs contribute to 20-25% of the operating costs (War-
taekonomi, 15/01). There are also levies on fuel sales (concession 
fees) taken by Angkasa Pura II; for example, Rp 33 / liter at the 
Soekarno Hatta International Airport. In addition, there is a 10% 
Value Added Tax (VAT) on aviation fuel sales in Indonesia, which 
is higher than the VAT in Singapore, which is 7%. Of course, the 
prices of fuel (which are already expensive), coupled with the costs 
of other components, have been increasingly adding to the chain of 
operational costs of aircraft. These factors have lead to the soaring 
airline ticket prices.

Recommendations
The policy recommendations that can be given by the author are 
that the government and related parties must firmly investigate, 
take action, and eradicate the cartel practices that are thought to 
be the cause of flight high ticket tariffs, as the actual cartel practices 
will only damage market mechanisms. This is because the cartel 
will only bring unilateral profits through the collusion of certain par-
ties to control tariffs. By eradicating the cartel, the government can 
add the types of airlines that are allowed to fly in Indonesia so that 
flights are not controlled by two large groups like now. That way, 
the airlines will not set high prices unilaterally and must think again, 
considering that the business competition is more open.

In addition, the government and related parties must also review 
the discourse to open space for the role of the private sector in pro-
viding fuel. With a scheme like this, the author considers that airline 
companies will have a lot of market access and can freely choose to 
buy fuel from various fuel provider companies at competitive prices.

The opening of space for the private sector will also increase fuel 
supply. This is in line with the law of supply-demand, in which if 
there are many bids, then prices will decrease. Thus, the prices that 
were previously determined unilaterally by Pertamina will be able 
to compete in the market and form much more competitive bal-
anced prices.

Thus, the operational costs that had soared due to the high fuel 
prices can be reduced with the availability of fuel supply in the mar-
ket. The airlines can choose cheaper fuel selling companies so that 
the airline companies will be able to cut operational costs. This will 
have an impact on airplane fares.

The Economy
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Moreover, there is actually no prohibition for other business enti-
ties to sell fuel at Indonesian airports, as it has been guaranteed 
by BPH Migas Regulation Number 13/2008 on the Implementation 
of Provision and Distribution of Fuel at Airports. Article 2 of the 
Regulation states that supply business activities and the distribution 
of fuel at each airport is open to all business entities, both private 
and state-owned.

With the above problems, all stakeholders -- including the govern-
ment, BUMN and BUMS -- should sit together to resolve the prob-
lems with professionals, putting forward public interest and overrid-
ing sectoral ego. The aviation industry must be placed in a strategic 
position because of its role in supporting the national economy.

- Muhamad Rifki Fadilah -

High airplane tariffs 
have led to various 
speculations. The 
various causes that 
had made the public 
concerned include the 
alleged cartel practices 
in the domestic aviation 
industry, the allegations 
of fuel supply monopoly, 
the high aircraft 
maintenance costs, and 
expensive airport costs. 
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Women in the Indonesian Economic Framework

Talking about the economy, we should touch on women, as in re-
ality, women are agents of development whose roles are greatly 
needed in economic development. 21 April (Kartini Day) is an im-
portant date in the history of the roles of women in Indonesia. For 
this reason, the author wants to invite readers to revisit and reflect 
on the role of women: the challenges and problems they face in 
Indonesia’s economy.

According to the Central Statistics Agency (BPS), the female labor 
force participation rate (TPAK) has improved in the last 3 years. 
In 2015, women’s TPAK was at a level of 48.87%. Then, this fig-
ure increased in 2016 to a level of 50.77%. It rose again to 50.89% 
in 2017. Per the definition, TPAK is the percentage of the female 
population aged over 15 years that is in the workforce. Thus, the 
number of women who get employment opportunities are around 
half of all working-age women in the country.

Although women’s TPAK in percentage terms has indeed increased, 
there are other things that still need to be improved. One of them 
is the steep gap between the income of men and women. As re-
ported by the Central Statistics Agency (BPS), in August 2017, the 
average net wage of female workers was recorded at Rp 2.3 million 
/ month. That number increased by 5.02% from August 2016 (Rp 
2.19 million / month).
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However, the income gap between male and female workers ap-
pears to be widening in August 2017, reaching Rp. 690,000/month. 
However, the income gap declined in August 2015 (IDR 370,000/
month), but then climbed consistently two years later. This was 
most likely influenced by the proportion of female workers who 
worked in the productive sector was still small compared to men.

Women also still occupy many jobs in minor sectors whose incomes 
are still far below those of the major sectors, such as the mining 
and electricity, gas and water sectors, which have an average salary 
above 4.5 million per month. The major sectors are still dominated 
by male workers.

This was echoed by the data from BPS that showed that the num-
ber of female workers in the mining sector as of August 2017 was 
115,063, while the number of men was 1.28 million people. For the 
electricity, water and gas sectors, there were 46,449 women and 
347,000 people. Meanwhile, in the financial services sector, there 
were 1,091,838 women and 2.66 million men. This is what makes 
the average gap in wages per month between men and women is 
still wide. The higher the number of female labors in these sectors 
will certainly have a variety of impacts on the decline in the gap 
between the wages of male and female workers. 

HDI for Women is Slower than that of Men
Quoting the results of a study in the 2017 Gender-Based Human 
Development book (published by BPS and the Ministry of Women’s 
Empowerment, and Child Protection), women’s development is 
still consistently lower than that of men. According to the Human 
Development Index (HDI/IPM), which is divided by sex, men’s HDI 
is categorized as “high” with a level of above 70, while women’s 
HDI is still at a “moderate” level. That is, the quality of life of men 
is still better than that of women.

Per definition, HDI measures the achievement of human develop-
ment in a region in general, so the disparities or differences in the 
gap between male and female HDIs is not visible.

Citing BPS data, women’s HDI has continued to record positive 
growth over the past seven years. It was only in 2016, women’s 
HDI growth was recorded to be still lower than the male HDI. In 
that year, the HDI of women grew 0.69%, while the male HDI 
grew at 0.92%. In fact, in 2015, the HDI of women could grow up 
to 1.07%, while the male HDI only grew at 0.31%.

The Economy
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Comparison with Neighboring Countries
GPA is formulated as a ratio between HDI for Women and HDI for 
Men. The closer the number of GPA to 100, then the smaller the 
development gap between men and women is. The value of IPG 
below 100 still shows a gap between the achievements of human 
development between men and women. According to the 2016 
Human Development Report, globally, the GPA reached 93.8 in 
2015. This indicates that women’s development is faster than that 
of men. The highest GPA in the world is reached by Lithuania at 
103.2, which means that the quality of development of women in 
Lithuania is better than that of men.

At the ASEAN level, Vietnam took the lead in the highest GPA 
position of 101.0 in 2015. Meanwhile, Indonesia was in the 6th posi-
tion with GPA of 92.6, below Singapore, Brunei Darussalam, the 
Philippines and Thailand.

Recommendations
A study from McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) in April 2018 stated 
that by 2025 Indonesia could increase its Gross Domestic Product 
by $ 135 billion per year, or 9% above normal conditions if there is 
an acceleration of gender equality. According to this study, there is 
a link between the welfare and progress of women in the world of 
work with economic development.

This thesis seems correct if viewed in terms of population. Of the 
total population in Indonesia in 2018, the number of women in Indo-
nesia reached a level of 50 percent, 131.88 million. In fact, accord-
ing to the results of the 2015 Population Survey, in 2032 there will 
be 21,000 more females than men. These conditions can become 
provide a momentum and a strategic opportunity for Indonesia to 
empower and involve women in pushing forward the Indonesian 
economy.

Therefore, there are at least several points of policy recommenda-
tions that Indonesia can make to realize the thesis. The first two 
recommendations are to increase the number of women in leader-
ship positions in the business sector and to open up access to jobs 
in productive and strategic sectors. That is, the government must 
encourage various parties, both public and private, to start chang-
ing the stereotype that strategic and productive jobs can only be 
done by men.

The Economy
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One effort is to change the stereotype is to increase the quality and 
skills of female workers so that they will have balanced abilities and 
skills. Thus, companies should consider women’s abilities and skills 
more carefully.

The next recommendations are to increase legal protection for 
women, such as policies related to sexual harassment and leave, to 
accelerate progress on labor force participation, as well as to widen 
opportunities to increase women’s involvement in strategic jobs. 
For this reason, we need a healthy environment that guarantees 
equal rights and opportunities that are not just a slogan.

In addition, gender equality is expected not only to be a right, but 
also a prerequisite needed for sustainable development in terms of 
development. If women and men have equal opportunities, capaci-
ties and voices, then gender equality will be achieved.

The author argues that women must be encouraged to play central 
roles and must become the pioneers of the progress of the Indo-
nesian economy now and in the future. Thus, the role of women 
will be more optimal in encouraging development progress and eco-
nomic growth in Indonesia.

- Muhamad Rifki Fadilah -

Although the percentage 
level of participation in 
the female workforce in 
Indonesia has indeed 
increased, there are 
other things that need 
to be improved. Women 
must play many central 
roles and become the 
pioneers of the progress 
of the Indonesian 
economy now and in the 
future.

.
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Hoaxes and the Efforts 

to Undermine the 2019 Elections

 

Discussions about hoaxes in the days leading up to the voting day 
are certainly an urgent matter to discuss, although the topic may 
have been outdated, as every day, minute and second, the public is 
faced with various false and fake information.

According to the Big Data Analytic Laboratory of the Department 
of Politics and Government of Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM), at 
the beginning of April, there were various systematic attempts to 
undermine trust in the electoral processes (gatra.com 04/04).

These efforts, of course, will indirectly have implications on 
the existing democratic system. If there are efforts or threats to 
undermine the legitimacy of the elections, this will of course trigger 
the same threats to the sustainability of our democracy. Therefore, 
this paper tries to analyze the threats of hoaxes and to offer some 
input or mitigation steps in preventing the worst possibilities.

The Post-Truth Era and the Spread of Hoaxes
The era of 4.0, as it is often mentioned by various groups, is a period 
in which the development of technology and information flows are 
so rapid, affecting all aspects of life.

Equipped with a device, each person no longer needs to try hard 
to get a piece of information and also to convey information. 
Unfortunately, in the midst of such convenience, the Era 4.0 also 
raises its negative side if it fails to be utilized properly. The bad side 
is named the post-truth era.

Sutanto, in the Kompas Daily Opinion Column on March 27, 
2019, described the post-truth era as a time when “truth” was 
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no longer judged based on facts, but from how viral or how much 
information was consumed by many people. Then, as explained in 
the page of the Economist in September 2016, in the post-truth era, 
the interpretations of facts actually become truths, not the facts 
themselves.

The emergence of the post-truth era has been marked by several 
indications; namely, the rise of the spread of false information, or 
hoaxes; the outbreak of social emotions; and the strengthening of 
populism. In the National Humanist Communication Conference 
held at Tarumanegara University, a Lecturer in the Philosophy of 
Ethics and Politics Department at Sanata Dharma University and 
University of Indonesia, Haryatmoko SJ, stated that the situation 
occurs if all people were so easy to become the creators and 
disseminators of information on the social media, without verifying 
the credibility of the content (Kompas.id 12/21/18).

These indications have been seen in the last few years and have 
increasingly been chaotic in the lead-up to the April 17 2019 
election. The public certainly still remembers how the hoax trend 
was increasing prior to entering 2019, attacking the personal side 
of individuals who were predicted to become the 2019 presidential 
and vice presidential candidates.

False and false news has made the quality of our democracy 
increasingly worse in the eyes of the world. Therefore, this issue 
should not be taken for granted. In the author’s opinion, the hoaxes 
that have been distributed in the past few months have been 
undermining the dignity and neutrality of state institutions. The 
hoaxes are coupled with threats of using people power efforts. This 
issue is worrying and must be addressed immediately.

Tackling the Threats to Democracy
Hoaxes and threats that attack the authority of the institutions of 
the state, especially the electoral organizing body, certainly cannot 
be considered as a minor issue. If left unchecked, public trust in 
state institutions can be eroded, triggering chaos and treason.

Levitsky and Ziblatt (2018) have reminded their readers in “How 
Democracies Die”.  World history has illustrated how often 
democracies are killed not by military upheaval and the power of 
weapons but by internal forces originating from the community 
itself
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Therefore, ahead of the voting day, there should be measures to 
strengthen digital literacy to prevent the worst possibilities on the 
day and after the implementation of voting.

More concrete efforts are needed, such as the restriction or limiting 
the use of social media a few days before and after the voting day; 
strengthening the coordination between the electoral organizing 
body and the relevant institutions in the field of national security 
and defense; intensifying the active roles of the State Cyber and 
Code Body and the State Intelligence Agency, in terms of mapping 
potential conflicts and hoaxes that can delegitimize elections, and; 
intensifying early simulations on the possibility of chaos and treason 
that will occur on the voting day and the days after the voting.

Finally, even though this will create a dilemma, there should 
be repressive repressions against individuals who have been 
undermining the legitimacy of state institutions. These repressive 
measures need to be done, as these can destroy our democracy.

-  Muhammad Aulia Y Guzasiah -
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Tackling the Root Causes of Political Corruption

One of the themes that will always be debated in this country is 
the problem of corruption. Corruption is something that seems to 
be hated and cursed by everyone, but every year there are always 
people who are caught because they are involved in corruption. 
One of the public figures who had been recently (3/15) caught in a 
Sting Operation (OTT) was Romahurmiziy.

Rommy, as he is widely known, is the Chairperson of the Persatuan 
Pembangunan Party (PPP), who also serves as a member of the 
Commisison XI of the Indonesian House of Representatives (DPR 
RI). He was arrested by the Corruption Eradication Commission 
(KPK) for allegedly taking bribes for interfering with the promotion 
processes in the Ministry of Religion.

Sadly, not long after the OTT operation against Rommy, another 
state official was also arrested. His name is Bowo Sidik Pangarso, 
a member of the Commission VI of the Indonesian House of Rep-
resentatives from the Golkar faction. He was arrested by the KPK 
on Thursday last week (28/03), as he was proven to influence the 
process of cooperation between PT. Humpuss Chemical Transpor-
tation and PT. Fertilizer Indonesia in terms of transporting fertilizer 
shipping (tempo.co ,29/03).

The problem of corruption has indeed become the nation’s disease 
that has reached a chronic stage. No matter how sturdy the insti-
tutions have been formed, or how incessant various policies have 
been formulated, the nation’s politicians -- as the author explained 
in Media Indonesia (03/16), --- have not learned from past events 
and history “ Therefore, through this paper, the author tries to find 
the root causes of corruption that have been ingrained in the gover-
nance in Indonesia
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Tracking the Roots of Corruption in Indonesia

Carey, Haryadi and Margana in “Corruption in the Cross of Indo-
nesian History”, mention that Hatta, the first vice-president of In-
donesia, once mentioned “corruption has been entrenched in In-
donesia”. The statement was stated in his capacity as an adviser 
to the appointed President in the effort to eradicate corruption in 
1970, when the age of independent Indonesia was only twenty-five 
years. Thia was long before the Transparency  International put In-
donesia as the most corrupt country in Asia in 1998.

This statement was certainly not without a reason. According to 
some records compiled by Carey, Haryadi and Margana, corrup-
tion practices in this country have been found long during the co-
lonial era. Therefore, some people believe that the phenomenon of 
corruption has been considered a historical heritage has influenced 
social, political and economic relations.

The era of President Soeharto, who was in power for approximate-
ly 32 years (1966-1998), was one of the factors helped aggravate 
the conditions. A British historian, Lord Acton, once said that a 
regime that had power for more than twenty years would tend to 
be corruptive. It has become an open secret that sometime corrup-
tion  is sometimes no longer an ethical and moral problems but also 
political problems. (Carey et.al , 2017).

Indonesian history also shows how powerful  his authority as at 
that time.  Lord Acton also said in another adage, “power tends to 
be corrupt and absolutely power corrupts absolutely” (Budiardjo, 
2008). A dissertation research conducted by Madril sbowed that 
President Soeharto at that time knew very well how to use his au-
thority by issuing various Presidential Decrees and other legal prod-
ucts to legalize and benefit various corrupt family and colleague 
businesses (Madril, 2018).

The 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia (the 1945 Con-
stitution) had been  amended secvera times, reducing the the pow-
er of the executive; establishing a system of checks and balances , 
and; strengthening the functions of the DPR RI, in the hope that the 
corruption problems that occured in  could be eliminated or at least 
minimized in the future .

Unfortunately, the last step that had been carried out even led to a 
new problem. The considerable amount of authority that the DPR 
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RI had received in the the post-1945 Constitution amandments has 
shown to create corruption problems in another place. Indonesian 
Corruption Watch (ICW) has recorded that in the span of 2005-
2008, of 1421 corruption defendants, more than 700 of them were 
political party officials, sitting in the DPR, DPRD and regional gov-
ernments (icw.or.id 03-19-19).

According to KPK data compiled by Katadata.co.id (03/16), the 
number of DPR and DPRD members who have been involved in 
corruption cases throughout 2018 alone has reached a level of 103 
people. Thus, seeing these facts, as well as some recent events  
mentioned at the beginning of this paper, the roots of the contem-
porary issues  of corruption that have occurred in the DPR RI prob-
lems in the political party .

Solving the roots of political corruption

The typology of political corruption is actually not a new term in the 
realm of law enforcement. It is not a standard terminology whose 
meaning can be found directly in the Law No. 31/1999 on the Erad-
ication of Corruption Crimes, which was  amended by Law No. 
20/2001). Thus, the law should be ratified to include criminal acts 
that can harm state finances or the country’s economy -- which 
have been done to enrich themselves or others, or a cooporate -- as 
the acts of political corruption.

Borrowing Diansyah’s understanding, political corruption is actu-
ally a term that explains the positions of political parties, power and 
capital as three interrelated elements in hijacking state functions 
(antikorupsi.org 03-19/09). In a simple definition, Alkostar defines 
political corruption as corruption committed by persons or par-
ties that have political positions (Alkostar 2007). It can be in the 
forms of bribery, trading positions, and others (mediaindonesia.com 
01/23/17).

Corruption activities that have been prevalent in the last few years, 
of course, can be identified as political corruption. The actors are 
members of the Republic of Indonesia Parliament (DPR) and DPRD, 
who are the members of political parties. Therefore , if we want to 
“suppress” the roots of political corruption in Indonesia, the con-
crete steps to deal with it is that we must start from the manage-
ment of political parties.

Law



23The Indonesian Update  — Volume XIII, No.4 - April 2019

The findings of KPK are that more than 60% of perpetrators of cor-
ruption are politicians. These problems are attributable to the four 
fundamental issues in the management of politic party, such as the 
absence of political ethical standards for politicians; the absence of 
non-standard recruitment systems; bad recruitment system; and 
the lack of funding for political parties from the government (news.
detik.com 11/23/19).

Among some of the early problems mentioned above, problems re-
lated to funding seem to be the most important cause for the rise of 
political corruption. It is common knowledge that the political costs 
in Indonesia are so high, both in terms of financing of political par-
ties and in terms of financing of the election campaigns (election).

For example, according to the data from the General Elections 
Commission as reported by the online page Tirto.id (8/8/19), the 
Indonesian Democratic Party for Struggle (PDIP) has spent 720.4 
billion in the 2014 elections. This was certainly far  from the funding 
received by PDI from the government, which was only 2.6 billion.

Policy Recommendations

Several things need to be done in the future. However, it cannot be 
denied that this is a dilemmatic problem, given the large number of 
political parties.  The funding for political parties can make the state 
budget increase. The increased budget should have been trans-
ferred to the education, health and other development budgets.

Finally, in the future, there needs to be firm sanctions given to po-
litical parties whose members have proven to be corrupt while serv-
ing as members of the DPR / DPRD or any other state officials. The 
form can be in the form of not including the parties involved in the 
next elections.

All this time, the criminal and administrative sanctions can only be 
imposed on the individual perpetrators. In fact, political parties are 
the ones that should actually be responsible for the performancea 
of their members in the Parliament. According to  Law Number 
7/2017 on the General Elections, the participants of elections for 
members of the DPR/DPRD are political parties themselves, not 
the candidates as individuals. Thus, all the actions of their members 
should be  linked to the political parties.

- Muhammad Aulia Y. Guzasiah -

The roots of political 
corruption were the 
corruption activities 
from the colonial 
era to the period of  
President Soeharto’s 
administration. After 
the amendments to 
the 1945 Constitution, 
there has been a trend 
of increasing corruption 
committed by members 
of the DPR. Therefore, 
several concrete steps 
are needed, starting 
from the handling of 
political parties.
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Anticipating Terrorist Attacks in Indonesia 

after the Terrorist Actions in New Zealand

On Friday, March 15, 2019, there were acts of terrorism in the 
country believed to be one of the safest countries in the world, 
New Zealand. The acts of terrorism targeted the congregations 
that would carry out Friday prayers at the Al Noor Mosque and 
Linwood Mosque in Christchurch. The number of victims who died 
as a result of these acts of terrorism was at least 50 people. The 
acts of terrorism were carried out by a perpetrator who had racial 
motives. The perpetrator wanted to show white supremacy over 
other racial groups.

Therefore, his action was aimed at immigrants who worked or  stud-
ied in New Zealand. However, the discourse that has developed 
in many parts of the Indonesian society is that the actions were 
carried out by “West” to target”Muslims”. Moreover, ahead of the 
vote, this tragedy has been politicized by campaigners involved in 
one of the camps of the presidential candidats.

For this reason, the Indonesian Update will provide a modeling anal-
ysis related to the impact of terrorism in New Zealand on security 
stability in Indonesia. This paper will also provide policy recommen-
dations so that terrorist acts in New Zealand will not result in acts 
of terror in Indonesia aimed at “Western” targets.

The Impact of Terrorist Actions in New Zealand on Indone-
sia’s National Stability
At least, the acts of terror can cause two kinds of reactions that can 
disrupt the stability of national security. First, they can disrupt na-
tional security in the forms of political terror acts during the stages 
of the 2019 presidential elections. Secondly, they can lead to terror-
ist retaliations in Indonesia.
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Against the first reaction, as we all know, the 2019 presidential 
elections have been filled by religious sentiments. Both parties have 
used different levels of religious sentiments. Therefore, if the pro-
cesses of the election campaign reach their peak, the shootings in 
New Zealand could be used as the material to attack the opposing 
camp. One example is the Twitter account @AkunTofa (Mustofa 
Nahrawardaya). It reads, “No one cares about the Muslim victims 
in New Zealand, as the culprit is not a Muslim.” 

This kind of tweet has the possibility of creating horizontal conflicts 
in the society. Therefore, a person should delete this kind of tweet 
immediately, especially after getting a lot of criticisms from neti-
ziens.

Related to the second reaction, it can be linked to the long history 
of terrorism in Indonesia, which was caused by the negative senti-
ments of Islamic extremist groups towards the West after the 9/11 
tragedy.

Terrorist acts such as Bali Bombings 1 and 2 could be seen as in-
tentionally carried out with the aim of “revenge” against Western 
symbols. The revenge could not be separated from the fact that 
terrorist networks hated the US government’s intervention in the 
Middle East.

The acts of terrorism in the name of religion then continued from 
the bombing at the Australian Embassy, the bombing at the JW 
Marriot Hotel, to the bombings against police personnel.

Looking at this trend, the police and intelligence apparatus need to 
increase their attention to the networks related to terrorism in In-
donesia. The situation has been exacerbated by terrorists’ aspira-
tions to become martyrs.

As stated by the National Police Chief, Tito Karnavian, the bomb-
ers, including separatists, are ready to fight to death. Furthermore, 
he also stated that the perpetrators of the bombings at the Austra-
lian Embassy in Jakarta several years ago preferred to blow them-
selves up instead of using remote controls to detonate the bombs.

According to Tito, the bombers have two ways to be considered 
martys who will get a place in Heaven. The first way is to blow 
themselves up, such as the bombing in the Thamrin area in Jakarta 
in early 2016. The second ways is to die in a holy state during con-
frontation with the authorities (viva.co.id, 04/08/16).
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Policy Recommendations
Looking at these conditions, a mitigation policy is needed to prevent 
terrorism in Indonesia from occurring after the shootings in New 
Zealand.

First, the National Cyber and Code Body (BSSN) and the Minis-
ter of Communications and Information need to monitor and act 
quickly if there are accounts on social media that try to politicize 
the issue of terrorism in New Zealand for election purposes in In-
donesia. Given the effects of the politicization of these acts of ter-
rorism for electoral purposes, there should be prevention processes 
through legal channels.

Secondly, the State Intelligence Agency (BIN) and the National Po-
lice must closely monitor networks suspected of being involved in 
terrorism. They should not only monitor the networks physically 
but also digitally. By optimizing the work of the security forces, acts 
of terror will not occur again in Indonesia.

- Fadel Basrianto -
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The Governance Promises of the Presidential Candidates

The presidential debates entered the fourth round on 30 March. 
The themes raised at the fourth debate were ideology, governance, 
defense and security, and international relations. The debate, which 
was divided into six sessions, was expected to increasingly provide 
a big picture for voters regarding the promises of the two candi-
dates in the 2019 Elections.

In this paper, the author tries to focus on the governance promises 
of the presidential candidates. According to the author, this is very 
important because the governance program promises are illustra-
tions of how public services will work for the next five years.

The Governance Promises of the Two Presidential Candi-
dates
The candidate number one, who is also incumbent, Joko Widodo 
(Jokowi), conveyed four things. First, according to Jokowi, the gov-
ernance of Dilan (Digital Melayani) is needed. Therefore, electronic 
reforms in public services are needed.

Secondly, Jokowi said that governance needed sharpening and in-
stitutional simplification, including by removing institutions that 
were not needed. Jokowi claimed that during his administration 
since 2014, as many as 23 institutions considered ineffective had 
been dissolved.

Thirdly, Jokowi said that it was necessary to improve the quality 
of our human resources (human resources). Fourthly, he said that 
governance reform was needed.

Meanwhile, the presidential candidate number two, Prabowo 
Subianto, said that government institutions must be strong and free 
of corruption so that development programs can be implemented. 
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Prabowo argued that it was impossible to implement good pro-
grams if the government institutions are weak, if there is too much 
corruption, and if there are buying and selling of positions.

Feedback from Experts
The two presidential candidates’ governance promises have be-
come public discussions. The discussions have also invited respons-
es from experts.

A Professor of Public Administration Masters with the Faculty of 
Politics at Gadjah Mada University, Wahyudi Kumorotomo, stated 
that on the theme of governance, the two candidates did not touch 
on other issues that were quite fundamental in reforming the pub-
lic bureaucracy in Indonesia. The acute problems are; for example, 
the poor recruitment system of the state civil apparatus, the low 
professionalism in the public service system, and the high level of 
irregularities and corruption among government officials (thecon-
versation.com, 1/4).

Furthermore, Wahyudi Kumorotomo said that in the debate Jokowi 
was very eloquent in explaining smart governance and in explaining  
governance reforms, which had been emphasized by Jokowi even 
since he was the Governor of DKI Jakarta. Jokowi explained that 
smart governance with a variety of derivative applications (e-pro-
curement, online services, e-budgeting) had been able to increase 
community efficiency and productivity, to reduce high cost econo-
mies, to narrow opportunities for corruption by bureaucrats, and to 
increase national competitiveness (theconversation.com , 1/4).

Then, Wahyudi Kumorotomo, stated that online public services 
that had succeeded in increasing the efficiency of government bu-
reaucracy must be expanded in the future. Prabowo’s criticism that 
the online service system would only result in increased economic 
control by foreigners was actually less relevant, as the theme of the 
debate was not economic investment. It has also been proven ev-
erywhere that the efficiency of government bureaucracy will in-
stead become a benchmark for the strength of the competitiveness 
of the national economy (theconversation.com, 1/4).

A political communication observer from Bunda Mulia University 
(UBM) Jakarta, Silvanus Alvin, stated that the concept of a dig-
ital or digital government service was an illustration that Jokowi 
wanted the future government to be all digital. This was a posi-
tive response to the digital era. So, all matters have been one click 
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away. Alvin stated that the “Dilan” governance needed fast internet 
network in Indonesia. If this infrastructure was ready, then bureau-
cratic reform could be realized (beritasatu.com, 31/3).

In addition, Alvin argued that it was not without a reason Jokowi 
chose the diction ‘Dilan’ in this debate. The choice of the word ‘Di-
lan’ was Jokowi’s effort to attract young people in the elections. 
The number of young voters in the election is quite significant. 
Not much different from Alvin, a political observer of the Syar-
if Hidayatullah State Islamic University, Adi Prayitno, think that 
Jokowi’s Dilan strategy as a reasonable strategy. In the 2019 elec-
tions, there are around 80 million young voters, or about half of the 
total number of voters. This strategy is also a reflection of Jokowi 
carrying out the dream of millennial government services (cnnindo-
nesia.com, 31/3).

Conclusions: Dilan and Embodiment of e-Government
According to the experts’ explanations regarding the fourth presi-
dential debate, specifically the theme of the governance, the au-
thor concluded that Jokowi’s programmes were more “operational” 
than Prabowo’s programs. The author argues that the offer of the 
“Dilan” governance is an embodiment of the implementation of e-
government in Indonesia.

Indrajit (2006) mentions the benefits gained by applying the con-
cept of e-government for a country. The first benefit is improving 
the quality of government services to its stakeholders (community, 
business, and industry), especially in terms of performance effec-
tiveness and efficiency in various field of state life. The second ben-
efit is increasing transparency, control and accountability in the ad-
ministration of government in the context of applying the concept 
of Good Corporate Governance. The third one is reducing signifi-
cantly the total administrative costs from the interactions between 
the government and its stakeholders.

The fourth one is providing an opportunity for the government to 
obtain new sources of income through its interactions with interest-
ed parties. The fifth one is creating a new community environment 
that can quickly and precisely answer various problems faced in line 
with various global changes and trends. The sixth one is empower-
ing the community and other parties as government partners in the 
process of making various public policies equally and democratically.
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There are three types of challenges in realizing e-government; 
namely tangible, intangible and very intangible challenges (Huseini 
in Muluk, 2008). Tangible challenges include the limited physical fa-
cilities and infrastructure of telecommunications and electricity net-
works. Intangible challenges include financial or financial challenges 
to fund the implementation of e-government and the limited human 
resources for management. Very intangible challenges include the 
courage of government officials to implement e-government and to 
resolve resistance to the digitalization program.
 
- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

  

Jokowi’s promises at 
the fourth debate on the 
theme of governance 
were more concrete than 
Prabowo’s promises, 
although both have not 
touched the roots of 
the problem of public 
bureaucratic reforms in 
Indonesia.
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The General Elections Commission as the Safe 
Guard of the 2019 Election Integrity 

It can be said that the peak of integrity in the implementation of the 
2019 Election was at the time of voting and counting on 17 April. 
On the day of voting and counting, the potential for frauds and dis-
putes involving the voting committees was very large.

The Constitutional Court (MK) has approved several applications 
for the judicial reviews of a number of articles in Law Number 
7/2017 on the Elections. The applicants, including Titi Anggraini 
(Perludem), Hadar Nafis (Netgrit), Feri Amsari (Pusako), had 
asked the Constitutional Court to examine several articles related 
to the use of electronic KTP, the change of voting station, and the 
length of vote calculation at TPS.

In its decision, the Court ruled that the electronic KTP was not the 
only requirement for voting. The alternative is a certificate from 
the Home Ministry’s Population and Civil Registry (Dukcapil). In 
addition, the Constitutional Court hadruled that the voters who 
are sick, those who are affected by disasters, those who are in jail, 
and those who are out of the cities should be included in the ad-
ditional DPT no later than seven days before the voting took place. 
Previously, in the Election Law, additional DPT was limited to 30 
days before voting. The Court also ruled that a vote count to be 
conducted within one day plus 12 hours after the voting takes place. 
The Court also emphasized that the KPU could make special polling 
stations in concentrated locations, such as prisons (bbc.com, 28/3).
Although the Constitutional Court’s verdict has been issued, ac-
cording to the author, it is important for us to identify potential 
frauds that can cause riots on the day of the voting and counting. 
In addition, it is also important to formulate a risk mitigation policy 
that can minimize frauds and disputes on the D-day.
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Getting to Know the General Elections Commission
The existence of the General Elections Commission is regulated 
in Law No. 7/2017 on the Elections. Specifically, the duties of the 
Electoral Committees are regulated in Article 51 of the Law. The 
Elections Committees consist of the District Elections Committees 
(PPK) and the Voting Committees (PPS). KDPs are located in the 
sub-districts, while the PPSs are situated in the villages. The PPK 
and PPS members are  three community leaders. There should be-
women’s representation of a minimum of 30% (thirty percent).

These PPS are mandated to form Voting Organizers Groups 
(KPPS), which consist of seven community members. The compo-
sition of the membership of the KPPS also takes into account the 
representation of women of at least 30 percent. It is these KPPS 
that will be tasked with carrying out the voting and counting at 
the polling stations. Overseas, this responsibility will be borne by 
the Foreign Voting Organizers (KPPSLN) formed by the Overseas 
Election Committees (PPLN).

If referring to Law No. 7/2017 on the Elections, the performance 
of the Election Committees will be good. However, in the previous 
elections, there were several mistakes made by the Election Com-
mittees, including selling votes andignoring voters’ voting rights. 
Considering the recent efforts to de-legitimize the results of the 
2019 Elections, it is very important to identify issues that have the 
potential to delegitimize the results of the 2019 Elections.

Election Day Risks
First, the voting process is expected to take a longer time. This is 
because in the 2019 Elections, voters will elect the President, mem-
bers of the DPR, members of the Provincial DPRD, members of the 
Regency / City DPRD, and DPD members.

According to the simulation results run by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (Kemendagri), the time needed by voters, starting from the 
registration to the completion of the voting, is around 11 minutes 
(bisnis.com, 02/02). Referring to this simulation, you can imagine 
that the number of voters who can cast their votes is limited.

For example, at a polling station, there are 200 voters. If the 200 
voters use their voting rights, then it takes around 36 hours for the 
voting to be completed. The polling stations will be open for the 
registered voters (DPT) only from 07.00 am-12.00 pm. Referring 
to this simulation, it is almost certain that there are voters who will 
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not be able to cast their votes, as the voting time has expired. As a 
result, voters who are not able to exercise their political rights will 
have the potential to create tensions at the polling stations.

Second, the limited number of additional ballots. On many occa-
sions, voters who already have electronic ID cards do not receive 
invitation letters to vote. As a result, when they want to cast their 
votes, they will only be given a time slot of between get 12.00 pm 
and 13.00 pm. The number of additional for these people ballots is 
only two percent of the DPT. Therefore, the number of additional 
ballots is only around six ballots. In apartment centers where there 
are so many residents with high mobility, cases like these will be 
prevalent.

Third, an equally important issue is the practices of selling votes 
involving election officials. These happened in East Java province 
in the 2014 legislative elections. In Ponorogo Regency VI District 
(Polling Station 12), the vote results recorded on Form C1 at the 
polling station were different from the results on Form D1 at the 
Polling Organizer level. Some candidates of DPRD members from 
the Democratic Party got their votes by stealing the number of 
votes belonging to other candidates. The transfers of votes from 
one candidate to another candidate involved the Election Commit-
tees (merdeka.com, 04/16/14).

Policy Recommendations
Looking at these various issues, the author provides several policy 
recommendations to mitigate frauds and disputes on the voting day.
First, there should be no accumulation of voters at polling stations 
on the voting day. KPPS must be tactical during the voters registra-
tion process. All KPPS members must work optimally. If needed, 
two to three KPPS officers aretasked with registering voters at the 
polling stations. Again, the aim is that the electoral process does not 
take much time as simulated by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

There needs to be a policy to create special polling stations located 
in dense environments where residents have high mobility. Fre-
quently, apartment residents are not officially registered because 
during the matching and research processes (coklit), the residents 
are not in the apartments. Therefore, it is necessary to make special 
polling stations that provides more ballots in accordance with the 
data of apartment residents.
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Another policy option is that the KPU immediately issues a circular 
letter to instruct polling stations to coordinate with each other so 
that voters who are not officially registered can still vote at other 
polling stations if the ballot papers at the local polling stations have 
run out.

Third, the Bawaslu, PPATK, and the KPK need to supervise the 
Election Committees so that they do not sell votes, as they have a 
strategic role in the process of selling votes. With good supervision, 
it is expected that the ElectionCommittees will be orderly in carry-
ing out their duties.

Fourth, election observers, both from civil society groups and from 
political parties must also be observant in monitoring the stages of 
the elections.
 

- Fadel Basrianto  -
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Polemics over the 2019 Presidential Election 
Survey Results 

On March 20, 2019, the Kompas R & D released the results of a 
survey conducted on February 22, 2019 - March 5, 2019. This sur-
vey showed that the electability gap between presidential and vice-
presidential candidates Joko Widodo-Ma’ruf Amin and Prabowo 
Subianto-Sandiaga Uno narrowed.

Jokowi-Ma’ruf ’s electability was at a level of  49.2 percent, while 
Prabowo-Sandiaga’s electability was at a level of 37.4 percent. 
Meanwhile, 13.4 percent of respondents did not reveal their politi-
cal choices. The survey was conducted through face-to-face inter-
views, involving 2,000 respondents who were randomly selected 
through multilevel systematic sampling in 34 provinces in Indonesia. 
The survey had a confidence level of 95 percent, and a margin of 
error of +/- 2.2 percent.

The results of this survey were responded to by the founder of the 
Indonesian Survey Circle (LSI), Denny JA, who criticized the sur-
vey methodology. Denny questioned the response rate or respon-
dents who were willing to answer. Denny explained that a survey 
that had a response rate of 95 percent (only 5 percent who refused 
to answer) would provide a different quality from a survey that had 
a response rate of 45%.

Denny highlighted the absence of information about the survey 
quality control. He also questioned the way the Kompas R & D 
drew a survey conclusion and questioned the mention of the margin 
of error of plus minus 2.2 percent. Jokowi’s electability difference 
in October 2018 was 52.6%. This figure went down to to 49.2% in 
March 2019, with the 3.4% gap still being below the 4.4% margin 
of error.

In addition, Denny also said that the trend was not properly ad-
dressed by   the Kompas R & D survey data. According to Denny, 
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there must be a minimum of three data sets. Denny JA said survey 
institutions such as LSI Denny JA, SMRC, Indicators and Charta 
Politika had similar results. Jokowi’s electability was around 52-58 
percent, while Prabowo was around 30-35 percent. He then said 
that there were things that became the weak points of the Kompas 
R & D survey.

Polemics over the Survey Results in the Previous Elections
According to the author, it is undeniable that, like in previous elec-
tions, many survey institutions have now issued their survey results. 
The emergence of the results of surveys often creates polemics in 
the public sphere. Many people make the survey results as a ref-
erence. On the other hand, some circles also doubt the results of 
surveys.

Burhanudin Muhtadi said that the polemics over surveys in elec-
tions had occurred since the 2004 elections. Burhan said that in 
the 2004 presidential elections, a survey institute that collaborated 
with Metro TV, and a survey institute that has collaboration with 
SCTV, both favored Susilo Bambang Yudoyono (SBY) - Jusuf Kalla 
in their surveys. Meanwhile TVRI, which cooperated with certain 
survey institutions, favored president Megawati Sukarnoputri, who 
paired with Hasyim Muzadi (tribunnews.com, July 17, 2014).

In the 2009 presidential elections, a similar case has occurred again, 
where LSI in its survey favored the SBY-Boediono pair to win in one 
round, while Puskaptis and a survey institution called LRI favored 
SBY-Boediono to win in two rounds (tribunnews.com, 17 July 2014).

In 2014,  polemics over survey results have also occurred when the 
Indonesian Survey Circle (LSI) released its survey results in the 
2014 Election Candidate Index: Real Presidential Candidates versus 
Presidential Candidates. The 2014 presidential candidate index that 
was developed by LSI included three variables. First, the presiden-
tial candidate was nominated by a coalition of the three biggest / 
top parties in the election votes. Second, the presidential candidate 
is the party’s structural manager or  a convention winner. Third, the 
candidate is nominated officially by the party (merdeka.com, Octo-
ber 20, 2013).

The combination of the three variables will give rise to real presi-
dential candidates and to presidential discourses. The 2014 Presi-
dential Candidates Index made by LSI included Aburizal Bakrie 
(Golkar Party and its coalition), Megawati (PDIP and its coalition), 
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and the winner of the Democratic Party convention. Various re-
sponses then emerged from the results of this survey. Many people 
criticized the results of the LSI survey, which was considered to 
only benefit the Golkar Party and Aburizal Bakrie (merdeka.com, 
October 20, 2013).

Recommendations
Responding to the polemics over the survey results ahead of the 
2019 General Elections, the author argues that the differences in 
survey results are valid, with a note that the difference are alright 
as long as the survey is obedient to scientific rules. The rules include 
the sampling taken should represent the number and characteristics 
possessed by the population (Sugiono, 2012). This is to see the ac-
curacy of the survey. Second, the questions conveyed do not lead to 
certain opinions (Sugiono, 2008).

Third, the margin of error should be published. The margin of error 
is a measure of the level of sample error over a population that is 
limited by researchers. The margin of error will affect how much 
sample is taken (Huang, H. 2014). The importance of publication of 
the margin of error is to show the possibility of errors occurring in 
sampling from a survey. From these three things, it is expected that 
the community can assess the results of an objective survey.

In addition, survey institutions must follow the General Elections 
Commission Regulation (PKPU) No. 10/2018 on the Information 
Dissemination, Voter Education, and Community Participation in 
the Implementation of General Elections. Article 29 of the Regula-
tion states that there are scheduled announcements of the results 
of election results and of quick counts. Survey institutes must re-
veal their sources of funds, methodology used, the number of re-
spondents, the dates of survey implementations, the scope of sur-
vey implementation, and the statements that the results are not 
official election results.

To avoid polemics in the community, the author considers the fol-
lowing steps are necessary. First, the Indonesian Public Opinion 
Research Association (AROPI) and the Indonesian Public Opinion 
Survey Association (Persepi) should collaborate with mass media 
activists and civil society organizations that focus on topics related 
to elections to improve political literacy , including political surveys.
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Secondly, AROPI and Persepi need to optimize the functions and 
roles of the Survey Ethics Commission in order to be able to con-
trol their members to be more disciplined in maintaining the profes-
sionalism of the survey; for example, by publishing survey results as 
specified in PKPU No. 10 of 2018.

Third, urging the KPU and Bawaslu to impose sanctions and an-
nounce the list of survey institutions that do not comply with PKPU 
No. 10/2018. In accordance with Paragraph 2 Article 34 of PKPU, 
the sanctions applied may take the forms of credible statements, 
warnings, and prohibitions,. In addition, in Paragraph 3, it is stated 
that violations of election criminal offenses carried out by the imple-
menters of the surveys or Pollings and the implementation of elec-
tion quick counts are subject to sanctions in accordance with the 
Election Law.

-  Arfianto Purbolaksono  -
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) ) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles.

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).
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TII”), monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian 
Update”), annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly 
discussion forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. The economy plays an important role 
as one of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources 
have often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing 
economic policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in 
the quality of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to 
conduct comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, 
the studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies 
will be continued until the policy evaluation process.

 The implementation of regional autonomy that is based on Law No. 
32 Year 2004 has demanded bottom-up planning processes, which are 
participatory in development process. However, fiscal decentralization 
is still seen crucial particularly for people living in the regions. This can 
be seen from the high number of gap, poverty, and unemployment. 
Therefore, there is a need for effective policy formula, which has the right 
targets.

TII has research focus on fiscal decentralization and sustainable 
development issues. Fiscal decentralization issues will focus on the 
discussion on financial matters, corruption, and development of local 
infrastructure development. With regard to sustainable development, TII 
focuses on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development and 
development gap. On poverty issues, TII focuses its research on social 
protection, human resources and employment, and government subsidy 
policies.

 The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with an academic paper. 
Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundations.                    

TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted using sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce more comprehensive academic papers and bills. It 
is expected that the laws and regulations will be produced through such 
participatory processes, which involve the writing of academic papers and 
also focus group discussions (FGD), which will involve the stakeholders 
related to the laws and regulations that will be discussed.

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

Since the enactment of Law No. 22 Year 1999, which was then revised 
through Law No. 32 Year 2004 on the Local Government, powers are 
no longer centralized in the central government. Based on the Law, the 
local governments have wider autonomy to manage their own internal 
affairs. With the wider regional autonomy and obligation to create good 
governance, the local governments are demanded to be more responsive 
towards public aspirations. Therefore, public policy research has become 
more important for local governments to analyze contexts and issues in 
the regions, as well as the public’s aspirations to formulate public policies.

 In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offers 
policy assessments on various policies that have already been applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economic, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist governments in formulating policies that are in line with contexts, 
priorities, and people’s aspirations. TII also offers various breakthroughs 
of transformative policies that are in line with the Open Government 
principles’ implementation in order to increase public participation in 
policy processes.

Political Research Division of TII provides analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policies in the 
strengthening of democracy and the establishment of good governance 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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both at the national and at the local levels. Political research forms that are 
offered by TII are (1) Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, 
(3) Mapping & Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment 
Research, (5) Survey Indicator.

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is needed by the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly.

 Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy Analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed by TII is the qualitative 
evaluations of projects or programs of non-governmental organizations 
or governments. The evaluation activities are offered by TII in stages; 
that is, mid-term evaluations of the projects/programs and also the final 
evaluations at the end of the projects/programs.

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of a 
project or program. Mid-Term Evaluations of the projects or programs are 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the projects or programs, and to make recommendations 
for the continuity of the projects or programs. Meanwhile, the final 
evaluations allow us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons 
learned to ensure the achievements of all the objectives of the projects or 
programs at the end of the projects or programs.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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