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The September Edition of the Indonesian Update raises a main them on 
the improvement of the family planning villages: celebrating the world’s 
Contraception Day. This topic is very relevant as the majority of Indonesian 
provinces still have not managed to achieve the target of having at least one 
family planning village in every regent or town. This main report will also 
discuss two success indicators of the success of the family planning villages and 
also the evaluation points to improve the program.

On politics, the Indonesian Update discusses four topics: the polemics over the 
voters’ list, the polemics over ex-corruption inmates who will run for legislative 
positions, political dowries in Indonesia’s elections and the challenges faced by 
the new head of regions.

On the economy, the Indonesian Update touches on the problems in the sugar 
industry that threats the productivity of the local farmers. The author argues 
that the problems need to be addressed to prevent to protect local farmers. 
The Indonesian Update also talks about the use of B20 biodiesel in this country. 
Indonesia needs to optimize the surplus of palm oil, as it is one the biggest palm 
oil producers in the world.

On social affairs, the Indonesian Update discusses the right to religion and 
beliefs and human rights restrictions. This issue is important, considering the 
recent blasphemy case involving Meliana that was given an 18-month prison 
punishment. The concept of the right to religion and beliefs is related to the 
internum and externum domains and the conditions for the restrictions on 
human rights.

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policymakers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FOREWORD
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In January 2016 KB village was launched by President Joko Widodo. 
KB villages are village-level regional units with certain criteria, where 
there is an integrated Family Planning and Family Development 
Population Program (KKBPK) and related sector development 
in an effort to improve the quality of family and community life 
(kampungkb.bkkbn.go.id, 29/8).

The Unsuccessful of KB Village Target 

The KB Village Program has a target per year that must be achieved. 
The target that must be reached during the first year of formation 
is that there is one KB village in each regency/city. However, this 
target has not been realized in all provinces.

The following is the realization of the establishment of a KB Village 
based on the number of districts/cities in each province.

Graph 1. Percentage of Districts/Cities that have KB 
Village by the Total District/City in 2016

 

Source: kampungkb.bkkbn.go.id, 28/8

Improvement of KB Village, 
Welcoming the World Contraception Day

Main Report
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Graph 1 shows that the majority of provinces have not met the 
target of one KB Village for each district/city. There are even 
eight provinces with achievements under national achievements. 
The provinces are Riau Islands Province, North Maluku, Central 
Java, Southeast Sulawesi, West Sumatra, South Sumatra, Central 
Kalimantan, East Nusa Tenggara (NTT), North Kalimantan, Bali, 
West Papua and Papua.

These achievements are achievements at the beginning of the KB 
Village Program. The national average shows an increase in the 
number of KB Villages, which is from 69 percent in 2016 to 77 
percent in 2018. However, this increase is not directly proportional 
to the achievement of the target for the better. 

Graph 2 informs that there are still ten provinces with achievements 
below the national average in 2018. Not to mention if we look at the 
targets set for 2018, wherein 2018 at least one KB village has been 
established in 50 percent of the villages in the very underdeveloped 
category. 

The 2018 target seems difficult to achieve given the target of 2016 
alone has not been achieved. Of the total provinces in Indonesia, 
only twelve provinces have managed to meet the target of one KB 
village for each district/city. 

Graph 2. Percentage of Districts/Cities that have 
Proclaimed KB Village by the Total District/City in 2018

 

 Source: kampungkb.bkkbn.go.id, 28/8

Reviewing Other Indicators of Success KB Village

There are two aspects of success indicators of KB Village, namely 
the population aspect, Family Planning, and the development 
of families, and other aspects of the development sector that 

Main Report
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are adjusted to the target/success indicators that are prepared/
determined by the sector concerned. Indicators of family planning 
participation fall into the first aspect.

Graph 3. Achievement of Family Planning Participation in 
Indonesia in 2015 and 2016

 * North Kalimantan Province has not been formed in 2015

Source: Indonesian Health Profile, 2015-2016

Based on Graph 3, Maluku Province is a province that has a positive 
impact on the existence of KB villages in terms of KB participation. 
However, there are several provinces that have experienced a 
decline in active family planning participation after the official KB 
Village Program was formed. West Sumatra Province, DKI Jakarta 
Province, and West Papua Province are the three provinces that 
actually experienced a decline in family planning participation after 
the KB Village program was launched.

Community participation in family planning can be determined by 
internal and external factors. Internal factors can be in the form of 
knowledge and beliefs. While external factors can be in the form 
of family support, support from the surrounding environment, 
the availability of adequate information, access to affordable 
contraceptives, and quality of service. Both internal and external 
factors can be realized and improved through the KB Village 
Program.

Main Report
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Maximizing the Existence of KB Villages

Referring to Graph 2 and Figure 3, the facts show that provinces 
that experienced a decline in family planning membership actually 
had proclaimed around 90 percent of KB villages (except West 
Papua Province, 14 percent). This indicates that the existence of KB 
villages has not been used properly as an effort to increase family 
planning. 

The moment of World Contraception Day which will be 
commemorated on the next September 26th can be used as a 
momentum to clean up. The evaluation must be done to improve 
target achievement. Some of them are:

First, the location of the KB Village must be in accordance with the 
specified criteria. One of the criteria for determining the location 
of KB villages is the general criteria, where an area can be used as 
a KB village if the area has a number of KB participants below the 
average achievement of family planning at the other village level 
where the village is located. Do not let the regional election not 
match the criteria so that the target is not achieved.

Second, coordination and collaboration with related sectors. KB 
villages have several activity targets, namely the village head, RW 
leader, RT head, Family Planning Field Officer (PLKB), Family 
Welfare Development (PKK), Rural Community Institutions (IMP), 
community leaders, religious leaders, youth leaders, and other 
development cadres. 

Embracing other agencies to cooperate in reviving activities in 
KB Village is not easy. One of the obstacles found by the team of 
the National Family Planning and Coordination Board (BKKBN) 
in the evaluation of KB Village in 2017 states that KB villages are 
identified with the BKKBN program. This causes some agencies at 
the district/city level to be reluctant to collaborate.

These problems can be overcome by routine coordination meetings 
initiated by the KB Office of each district/city with other agencies 
to have one understanding and one goal. This is because without 
the existence of integrated cross-sectoral development it would 
seem difficult to achieve the success indicators of the KB Village, 
especially related to the achievement of family planning. 

BKKBN must be a motor in the process of cleaning up so that 
September 26 as World Contraception Day is not only a passing 
moment without significant improvement.

- Umi Lutfiah -

Main Report

The achievement 
of family planning 
participation in several 
provinces actually 
decreased after the 
KB Village Program. 
Adjustment of regional 
elections as KB villages 
must return to the 
existing criteria. In 
addition, integrated 
development across 
sectors is one of the keys 
to the success of the KB 
Village, especially from 
the KB membership 
indicator.
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List (DPT) for the 2019 Elections

Politics

On Wednesday, September 5, 2018, the General Elections Com-
mission (KPU) had established the Permanent Voters List (DPT) 
for the 2019 Elections. In the DPT, there are 187,781,884 registered 
voters. The number consists of 185,732,093 voters in the coun-
try and 2,049,791 abroad. Domestically, the voters were recorded 
from 514 cities and regencies in 34 provinces, with 92,202,671 male 
voters and 92,929,422 female voters. The KPU will also prepare 
805,075 polling stations (TPS) in 83,370 villages throughout Indo-
nesia.

Meanwhile, the overseas voters consist of 984,491 male voters and 
1,065,300 female voters. For voters abroad, three methods of elec-
tion will be available; namely, coming directly to the polling stations, 
casting votes through the mobile ballot boxes, and casting votes 
through the postal service. For this reason, the KPU will provide 
620 polling. It is predicted that 517,128 voters will come to these 
stations. Meanwhile, it is estimated that 808,962 voters will use the 
mobile ballot boxes. It is also predicted that 723,701 voters will use 
the postal service.

The KPU still provides an improvement period of 10 working days 
after the DPT was approved. This is because the coalition support-
ing President and Vice President, Prabowo Subianto-Sandiaga Uno 
claims that there are 25 million of double voter, which are included 
in the around 137 million voters in the Temporary Voters List (DPS) 
(detik.com, 4/9) .

Meanwhile, the coalition of political parties supporting Joko Wido-
do-KH. Maaruf Amin, said that they were still examining the issue 
of the alleged double voter data. Even the Secretary General of 
the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP), Hasto Kristi-
yanto, claimed that his political party had voiced about the problem 
of the permanent voters list (DPT) since the 2018 elections (sin-
donews.com, 4/9).
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Responding to this, General Elections Commission (KPU) Com-
missioner Viryan Azis acknowledged that the possibility of double 
voter data in the Temporary Voters List (DPS). But according to 
him, the number is as high as 25 million double voters. Viryan said 
that the figures obtained by the Prabowo-Sandi camp were based 
on the DPS given by the KPU to political parties in the form of soft 
files around mid-July 2018 (cnnindonesia, 5/9).
  
In the document, the data of each citizen were included, includ-
ing the Population Registration Numbers (NIK). However, from 16 
digits in NIK, the last four digits were not mentioned or replaced by 
asterisks. The elimination of the last four digits in the NIK was re-
quested by the Directorate of Population and Civil Registry (Dirjen 
Dukcapil) because it was related to the privacy of citizens. Viryan 
said that the numbers at the end of NIK were very important be-
cause they became a specific identity of a citizen, and the figures 
were unique. Unlike the numbers at the start of NIK where some 
people might have the same numbers (cnnindonesia, 5/9).
 
Furthermore, Viryan argues that the possibility of double data can 
occur due to three factors. First, there is an administrative policy 
in recording voters data that are still not completed. For example, 
there are voters who have already had an electronic ID card some-
where, then move to a new location. Secondly, there are identity 
recording processes that were conducted twice because of the 
incomplete data entry processes. Third, there is the possibility of 
double voter data that should be crossed out by the KPU (kompas.
com, 6/9).

The Problems with the Formulation of the Voters List

Looking at the polemics above, the author considers that the prepa-
rations of the voters list were very problematic. This will certainly 
have implications for the violation of the constitutional rights of the 
people as voters. The violation of the people’s constitutional rights 
will cause disability in the implementation of the general elections. 
Learning from the 2009 and 2014 elections, the issue of double vot-
er lists occurred since the time of drafting the voters list.

In the 2009 elections, according to the Partnership data (2011), the 
number of unregistered voters and stealth voters was estimated to 
be around 31 million voters. Stealth voters included the deceased 
voters, citizens who had not yet the right to vote, voters who were 
also registered in two or more regions, and voters who later later 
joined TNI / Polri but had not been removed from the DPT.

Politics
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In the 2014 elections, there were problems of differences between 
the data at the DPT level and the system level. The number of pro-
spective voters in the DPS (temporary voter list) was187,977,268 
people. In the DP, it decreased to 186,842,533 and later became 
186,351,165 after the DPT was processed by the Voters Data Infor-
mation System (Sidalih).

For the 2019 elections, the issue of differences in DP4 and DPS data 
occurred again. In December 2017, the Ministry of Home Affairs 
handed over DP4 totaling 196,545,636 people. However, in June 
2018, the KPU announced DPS totaling 186,379,878 people, minus 
four regions in Papua, Mimika, Intan Jaya, Lanny Jaya, and Central 
Mamberamo that had not completed the DPS recapitulation.
 
According to the  two sets of data, there were a 10-million differ-
ence. Seeing this difference, the Director General of Dukcapil, Zu-
dan Arif, said that the DPS issued by the KPU had not accommo-
dated new voters who would be 17 years old in April 2019 (detik.
com, 23/6).
  
The author sees that the roots of the problem of the preparations 
of the voters list are the inequality of views between the Ministry 
of Home Affairs and the KPU regarding the material for preparing 
the voters list.

Article 1 Paragraph 32 PKPU No. 11/2018 re the Formulation of the 
Voters List states that the Voters List is the Voters’ data compiled 
by the Regency / City KPUs/ KIPs by using the Electoral Perma-
nent Voters Data from the last elections and the Electoral Voters 
Potential Population Data (DP4).
 
DP4 itself is population data in regencies / cities that have been con-
solidated, verified and validated by the Ministry of Home Affairs by 
using population administration information systems, which have 
been integrated with the results of the recording fingerprints and 
iris.

But for the KPU, as stated in Article 7 Paragraph 2 of PKPU No. 
11/2018, DP4 is only used as a consideration, not the main ingredi-
ent in preparing the voters list.
 
KPU believes that the main ingredient is the results of data updating, 
which are obtained by by conducting match and research, which is 
done by the Voters Registration Committee (Pantarlih) by visiting 
the Voters directly.
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The Ministry of Home Affairs considers that DP4 should be the 
main ingredient in the preparations of the voters list, as it has been 
verified, validated and consolidated in the population administration 
information system.

Recommendations

Therefore, to prevent he problem of voters lists from repeating in 
the next elections, at least some appropriate steps need to be taken. 
First, the KPU together with the Ministry of Home Affairs must 
develop a joint agreement on the main material for voters data. This 
is important so that voters data are more accurate than those in 
previous elections.

Second, the Elections Supervisory Body (Bawaslu) should improve 
coordination with various parties, such as mass media, and civil so-
ciety groups to improve the supervision in every stage of determi-
nation of the voters list.
 
Third, KPU together with mass media and civil society groups en-
courage the active participation of the community to register them-
selves and report if there are errors in voters data collection; for 
example, by increasing information dissemination through conven-
tional media and social media. These steps should be taken as an 
effort to prevent the emergence of problems with the voters list.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

The roots of the problem 
of the preparations 
of the voters list are 
different  views between 
the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and the KPU 
regarding the material 
for preparing the voters 
list.
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The Polemics over the Bawaslu’s Decision related 
to Ex-Corruption Candidates

The decision of the Elections Supervisory Body (Bawaslu) that 
allowed ex-corruption prisoners to be legislative candidates in a 
number of regions has led to polemics among election organizers. 
In addition, this decision has also considered as a test for the com-
mitment to having clean and good quality election implementation. 
The elections are expected to produce representatives of the peo-
ple who have sound moral integrity.

The Polemics over Bawaslu’s Decision

Bawaslu’s decision regarding the allowing the ex-corruption pris-
oners to become legislative candidates has created polemics. Ba-
waslu itself stated that this decision was correct. Commissioner of 
Bawaslu Rahmat Bagja said the Bawaslu’s decision did not violate 
Law Number 7 of 2017 concerning Elections (Election Law). Ar-
ticle 240 Paragraph 1 Letter g of the Election Law regulates that 
ex-corruption prisoners can contest elections if they openly declare 
that they are ex-corruption prisoners (inews.id, 3/9).

Previously, the General Elections Commission (KPU) had issued a 
regulation on the prohibition of ex-prisoners of corruption cases to 
participate in the legislative elections of the DPR, provincial DPRDd, 
and district / city DPRDs. This is stipulated in Article 7 Paragraph 1 
Letter h of KPU Regulation (PKPU) Number 20/2018 on the Nomi-
nation of Members of DPR, Provincial DPRDs, and Regency / City 
DPRDs. Until now, according to Bawaslu data, there are 17 former 
corruption prisoners who are allowed by Bawaslu to become legis-
lative candidates in 12 regions (detik.com, 4/9).

Responding to Bawaslu’s decision, KPU Chairperson Arief Budiman 
emphasized that all legislative candidates (bacaleg) who were for-
mer prisoners of corruption cases would remain ineligible to contest 
elections. Arief ensured that the KPU would return their registra-
tion files, even though they have been approved by the Elections 
Supervisory Body (Bawaslu) (kompas.com, 3/9).

Politics
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Chair of the Elections Organizing Board of Honors (DKPP) Har-
jono said that the decision on a judicial review on the KPU Regula-
tion (PKPU) regarding the prohibition of former corruption convicts 
as candidates for legislative (bacaleg) by the Supreme Court (MA) 
would provide legal certainty. Legal uncertainty, said Harjono, must 
be immediately terminated. The method is to have the Supreme 
Court judicial review decision on PKPU. Therefore, DKPP together 
with KPU and Bawaslu are urging the Supreme Court to immedi-
ately decide on the judicial review, without waiting for the decision 
of the Constitutional Court (MK) on the Election Law (kompas.
com, 6/9).

Noting the polemics are occurrimg, the Government then has also 
asked the Supreme Court (MA) to prioritize the judicial review of 
the General Election Commission Regulation Number 20/ 2018 on 
the Nomination of DPR and DPRD members. The government has 
asked the Supreme Court to immediately decide on the case so that 
the General Elections Commission (KPU) and the Elections Super-
visory Body (Bawaslu) can have a clear legal umbrella in addressing 
the issue of former corruption inmates becoming legislative candi-
dates (kompas.com, 4/9).

But the Supreme Court, as a high state institution that is consid-
ered to have a solution to this problem, has not been able to issue 
its verdict. The Supreme Court has adopted a position to suspend 
the follow-up to the judicial review of the General Elections Com-
mission Regulation (PKPU) Number 20/2018 on the Nomination of 
Legislative Members.

According to the Chief of the Bureau of Law and Public Relations 
of the Supreme Court (MA), Abdullah, there will be consequences 
if the Supreme Court continues to follow up on the PKPU’s judicial 
review re prohibiting former corruptors from from becoming legis-
lative candidates. According to Abdullah, the Supreme Court had 
to temporarily suspend the judicial review if the PKPU is also being 
examined at the Constitutional Court (kompas.com, 6/9).

Meanwhile, according to spokesperson for the Constitutional Court 
(MK) Fajar Laksono, the Supreme Court does not need to wait for 
the Court’s decision on the Electionz Law, as the norms tested in 
the Constitutional Court are not related to PKPU norms that are 
tested in the Supreme Court. Currently the norms of the Election 
Law are being reviewed by the Constitutional Court in relation to 
the presidential threshold, the term of office of the vice president, 
campaign funds and self-image phrases. 

Politics
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Current Corruption Practices

The Bawaslu’s decision shows a weak commitment to eradicate 
corruption in Indonesia. In fact, corruption is an extraordinary 
crime that destroys all political, social and economic foundations. 
Although corruption investigation and prosecution have beem con-
ducted actively, corruption cases are still rampant.

According to Indonesia Corruption Watch (ICW), in 2017 there 
were 576 corruption cases, with state losses reaching Rp 6.5 trillion 
and bribes of Rp 211 billion. The number of suspects reached 1,298 
people. Compared to 2016, the number of corruption cases in 2017 
experienced a significant increase. This is mainly on aspects of state 
losses. In 2016, the state losses from 482 corruption cases reached 
Rp 1.5 trillion. This figure rose to Rp 6.5 trillion in 2017 (kompas.
com, 02/20/2018).

In fact, the most recent case was whe  the Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK) named 41 members of the Malang City DPRD 
suspects in the alleged bribery and gratification durimg the APBN-P 
discussions by the City Government of Malang for the 2015 fiscal 
year.

Looking at the facts above, corruption has run systemically in the 
state institutions produced by the democratic system. This has 
clearly become a paradox, as at this time we have become a more 
democratic country compared to the country under an authori-
tarian regime around 20 years ago. Susan Rose-Ackerman (1998) 
argues that the shift from authoritarian rule to democratic gover-
nance does not in itself have the effect of reducing bribery.

Mark E. Warren argues that this is due to duplicitous democracy. In 
simple terms, “two-face” democracy can be understood as a condi-
tion in which democratic values and norms are upheld in public, but 
at the same time secretly violated and undermined. This is evident 
in the widespread practice of corruption in Indonesia. For the sake 
of gaining support, politicians always sell anti-corruption slogans, 
but once they hold public positions, it is not uncommon for some of 
them to divert them to return the “capital” they have spent during 
the campaign period (Muhammad Aqil Irham, 2016).

Furthermore, Arvind K. Jain (2001) states that there are three pat-
terns of power relations and corrupt practices in the democratic 
era. First, there is a meeting between political leaders and the com-
munity, where a prospective public leader when he or she wants 

Politics
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to win the elections must buy a vote or give a promise to his or her 
constituents - as a reward policy.  This has the potential to become 
“rom for corruption”.

Second, a meeting between the community and legislative candi-
dates, where there is often a “vote purchase” in the public during 
elections by politicians who want to get “seats” in the legislature. 
Third, the meeting between political leaders, bureaucrats and the 
community, where a public leader through his prerogative appoints 
someone to take a public position and ultimately functions as an 
“arm”.

Recommendations

Looking at the facts and opinions above, the author argues that first, 
it is expected that Bawaslu will no longer allow the former corrup-
tion prisoners from contesting the elections. Second, to overcome 
the impasse of the legal umbrella, the Supreme Court must im-
mediately decide on the judicial review on the PKPU that prohibits 
former prisoners, by paying attention to the urgency of eradicating 
corruption in Indonesia. Third, encourage political parties to cross 
out candidates who are former corruption prisoners. Fourth, en-
couraging the KPU to cooperate with the mass media and civil soci-
ety groups to ensure the information dissemination of the legislative 
candidates’ background to the public. This is to inform the public 
about the backgrounds of the legislative candidates.

 
- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

The Elections 
Supervisory Body 
should not take a 
decision to allow former 
corruption prisoners 
to become legislative 
candidates, considering 
the urgency of 
eradicating corruption 
in Indonesia.
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Dowries in Elections in Indonesia 

Every time an election is held in Indonesia, there is almost always 
slanted news about election processes. This slanted news includes 
the process of candidacy, the administration of the elections, and 
the results of the recapitulation process. One example of negative 
things in organizing elections is political dowry; that is, financial 
contributions made by candidates for political parties to support their 
candidacies. The problem is actually worse, as political dowries can 
be found issues at all levels of the government leadership,  including 
the regent, mayor, gubernatorial, and the presidential levels.

A recent case is the Sandiaga Uno case.    He is rumored to be 
paying political dowries of Rp 500 billion each to PAN and PKS. 
At the governor level, there was also an issue of political dowry 
in the 2018 East Java regional election. The failure of La Nyalla 
Mattalitti’s nomination as an East Java gubernatorial candidate was 
rumored because he refused to pay political dowry to Gerindra. At 
the district / city level, there have been many rumors about political 
dowries as well.  Ironically, this Sandi Uno issue cannot be verified. 
The issue has stopped being an issue, sinking with the other dowries 
issues.

The emergence and sinking of the issue of political dowries are not 
dependent on law enforcement processes, but rather on political 
interests. The issue of political dowries is more seen as a strategy 
to bring down political opponents. As a result, political dowries are 
merely ways to bring down the opponents, without being able to 
prove the truth.

Why Is the Issue of political dowries Always There?

The existence of transactions to buy political parties’ nominations 
cannot sufficiently be explained from the point of view of the elite 
alone. Political dowries must also be seen from the conditions of 
our political parties that lead to the emergence of the issue. There 
are several explanations for the emergence of the issue of political 
dowries in every election.

Politics
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First, political parties have huge logistical needs. They need big 
funds for witness funds, field operators, and campaigns. Therefore, 
the parties do not hesitate to ask for dowries from the candidates 
in exchange candidacies. Often, the dowry funds are distributed by 
the parties to their legislators. In a study that the author had done 
in the 2017 elections in a district in Java, regional head candidates 
would pay for one district-level legislative seat in the range of 50-
100 million rupiahs. The funds will then be used by the legislative 
members for their operations in the next legislative elections that 
will require a small amount of money. One of the biggest cost posts 
is money politics.
 
Second, if it is traced further, the money politics that the candidates 
must incur has been caused by the Indonesian people’s lack of 
awareness of political parties (the low level of the political party 
identification rate). This is actually the degree of closeness between 
the people and the political parties that they will elect during the 
election. A survey conducted by Saiful Mujani Research Center 
(SMRC) in December 2017, stated that the level of closeness 
between Indonesians and political parties was only 11.7 percent. 
Compared to other countries in the world, the survey results made 
Indonesia one of the countries with the lowest party identification 
rate in the world (kbr.id, 03/01).

The Impacts Political Dowries
 
The most visible impact of political dowries is the large number of 
regional heads caught by the authorities for their involvement in 
corruption cases. They accept bribes and also abuse their authorities 
to enrich themselves. They are involved in corruption in order to 
return the capital they have spent during the campaigns. Or in many 
cases, they are involved in corruption to prepare logistics for their 
second nominations, such as in the cases of the Subang Regent, the 
Jombang regent, and several other regional heads who committed 
corruption to raise funds for their next elections (okezonenews.com, 
26/6).
 
Policy Recommendations
 
The only way to eliminate political dowries in our elections is to 
leave the issue of political dowry to the law. The issue of political 
dowries should not be used as a political commodity to bring down 
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political opponents. Legal processes related to political dowries 
must be seen as part of law enforcement.
 
The Election Supervisory Body (Bawaslu) as the supervisory body 
for the implementation of elections must be observant and brave to 
follow up on public reports regarding alleged political dowries.
 
In addition, it is necessary to have cadres in political parties whose 
popularity and electability are high. Thus, the cost of money 
politics will not be an issue again. In the future, the issue of political 
dowries should not appear again and should not be used by political 
opponents.popularity and electability are high. Thus, the cost of 
money politics will not be an issue again. In the future, the issue of 
political dowries should not appear again and should not be used by 
political opponents.

-  Fadel Basrianto -

There needs to be 
courage for all parties to 
bring to justice alleged 
political dowries. Many 
parties are permissive to 
political dowries because 
they have also given 
or received political 
dowries.
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The New Regional Heads’ Challenges

On September 5, 2018, President Joko Widodo installed nine elect-
ed governors and deputy governors of the 2018 elections. The inau-
guration was the opening of a series of regional head inaugurations 
held on the following days. The inauguration was the beginning of 
the journeys of the regional heads who have been chosen by the 
communities to lead their their respective regions.

After the regional heads were sworn in before the President, they 
have become active regional heads. They will lead their respec-
tive regions for the next five years. Residents will greet they newly 
elected leaders in their respective regions. Residents are waiting for 
the regional heads to return from Merdeka Palace to their respec-
tive regions to fulfil the promises they made during the campaigns.

All the governors and deputy governors who had just been inau-
gurated showed their happy faces. It would be possible that when 
they have returned to their regions, their happy faces would change 
after they see the many regional problems they need to solve. Not 
only that, to solve these problems, they face various challenges. 
Through this paper, the author identifies various challenges that 
hamper regional heads from solving regional problems in the future. 
The author also proposes some relevant recommendations.

First, after the regional heads determine the priority programs to 
be completed, the main thing that needs to be done by the regional 
heads is to inventory regional head regulations in the forms of Re-
gional Regulations, Perwali, and Pergub that have the potential to 
disrupt the regional heads’ priority programs. If previous regional 
regulations hinder the acceleration of the priority programs, the 
new regional heads must quickly revise or even cancel these regula-
tions.

The reason is that there are many rules and regulations at the dis-
trict / city level that are not in line with national strategic policies. 

Politics
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As a result, national strategic projects cannot enter the regions. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs had canceled 3,143 regulations that 
were contrary to the national strategic programs by 2016 (setkab.
go.id, 2016).

The new regional heads will have difficulties in innovating and in 
accelerating development if the previous regulations are not in line. 
In addition, of course the new rules that will be issued by the new 
regional heads must be in line with the central government’s prior-
ity programs. The new regional heads should not let the regulations 
that will be issued will later hamper the priority programs of the 
central government in the regions.

The second challenge is the existence of political fragmentations 
that must be resolved by the regional heads. The existence of po-
litical fragments after the Pilkada is a natural thing. What needs to 
be done immediately is not to let the political fragments become 
protracted. The effect if political fragments are not immediately 
resolved is that they can boycott programs initiated by the new re-
gional heads. This can be done by the DPRD factions that did not 
support the candidacies of the regional heads.

The 2014 elections reminded us of policy hostages between the 
Red-White Coalition (KMP) and the Great Indonesian Coalition 
(KIH), which eventually harmed the wider community. To avoid 
such hostages, the regional heads must actively communicate to 
factions in the DPRDs, with the hope that the priority programs 
that they propose will receive support from the DPRDs.

Third, taking care of the people’s expectations for regional progress. 
The promises of regional heads, who during the campaigns have 
raised the people’s expectations for the progress of their regions, 
must be maintained. The most concrete way is to realize these ex-
pectations into reality, in the hope that public trust in the govern-
ment will even be greater. The trust of the community can be won 
if the local governments are really serious about providing excellent 
public services. In addition, public trust can be obtained by provid-
ing room to participate in formulating public policies in the regions.

In this case, regional heads can apply the principle of Open Gov-
ernment in carrying out daily government activities. Open Govern-
ment refers to a concept of government that is accountable, re-
sponsive, and opens room for the participation of the community in 
the policy and development processes in the regions.

Politics
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These three main challenges must be resolved by the new regional 
heads. At the same time, citizens must actively monitor and get 
involved in the process of running the government in the regions.

- Fadel Basrianto -

New regional heads 
are not only faced with 
new problems, but are 
also required to resolve 
old problems in their 
respective regions.
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Refined Sugar Leaks Threaten 

the Productivity of Local Farmers

Sugar is one of the commodities that have high demands in Indo-
nesia. According to BPS data in 2017, the average per capita sugar 
consumption level reached a level of 1.3 kg in a week. Sugar has 
become the third most consumed commodity after rice and eggs. 
The high public demands for sugar consumption have opened op-
portunities for “food mafia” to commit frauds.

Some time ago, the public was shocked by the findings about refined 
sugar that was distributed massively in several traditional markets. 
This case began when Nur Khabsyin as the Secretary General of 
the National Leadership Board of the Indonesian Sugar Cane Farm-
ers (APTRI) revealed the distribution of sugar-free sugar refiner-
ies in several regions, such as Pontianak, Banjarmasin, Tangerang, 
Bogor and Cianjur. He added that the leaks of refined sugar in the 
market have caused local sugarcane farmers to lose Rp 4 trillion in 
two years (tempo.co, 31/8).

The leaks of refined sugar case did not happened for the first time. 
In 2011, there were similar cases, where the Indonesian People’s 
Sugarcane Farmers Association (APTRI) found that irregularities 
in the distribution of refined sugar had reached a level of 200 thou-
sand tons (kontan.co.id, 07/02/2011). This amount has been increas-
ing until 2018. The Ministry of Trade finds as many as 500 thousand 
tons of illegally distributed refined sugar on the market (tempo.co, 
10/2).

The author considers that the leaks of refined sugar will reduce the 
absorption of local sugar production. In terms of price, there is a 
gap where refined sugar on the market is much cheaper than white 
crystal sugar. Obviously, these conditions will reduce the motiva-
tion of farmers in producing sugarcane.
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Efficiency in the production chain is still a problem causing the high 
price of local sugar. As expressed by former Minister of Agricul-
ture Anton Apriyantono, local sugar production still relies on old 
technology that makes productivity less effective. In addition, the 
process of distributing raw materials through cutting and transport 
that rely too much on human labor will take a long time and cause 
higher operational costs (liputan6.com, 3/2/2017).

Meanwhile, the majority of foreign sugar producers have relied on 
better technologies in the production processes, making it more ef-
ficient and able to reduce production costs. Thus, the process of 
local sugar production chain, which is still long enough, has caused 
more costs (overhead).

In addition, the maintenance of production machines that are old 
will also cost a lot, which is not cheap. These factors have caused 
local sugar prices to still tend to be higher than imported refined 
sugar. Furthermore, the price gap can be seen in the following fig-
ure:

Trends in Individual Owned Sugarcane Production
 2010-2017

 Source: Directorate of Plantations General of 2015-2017

During 2010 to 2017, the sugarcane production managed by local 
farmers has not shown a positive trend. Although in 2017, sugar-
cane production increased by 680 thousand tons, or 2.4 percent 
compared to the previous one, the increase has not been as good as 
in 2015. The current fluctuations are possible. One of which is the 
impact of the refined sugar sold in the public market.
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Basically, the rules governing the use of imported refined sugar are 
set in the Regulation of the Minister of Trade No. 177/2015 on the 
provisions of the Imported Sugar. Article 9 Paragraph 1 explains that 
refined sugar imported by companies holding the Producer Import 
Identification Number (API-P) can only be used for production raw 
materials from industries owned by API-P-owned companies.

Meanwhile, Article 9 Paragraph 2 states that the importation of 
refined sugar can only be traded or distributed to industry, and is 
prohibited from being traded in the domestic markets. From this 
regulation, it can be interpreted that in fact there is already a clear 
segmentation related to the distribution of refined sugar specifically 
directed to meet the needs of the industrial sector.

Recommendations

There are several preventive measures that can be applied to mini-
mize the leaks of refined sugar in the market. First, the Ministry 
of Agriculture needs to collaborate with the Indonesian Employers’ 
Association (APINDO) to conduct a survey of data updates again 
related to the need for refined sugar in the industrial sector.

This effort is important because it is to project the domestic de-
mand for refined sugar. If the imports of imported refined sugar are 
excessive, there will be excessive supply conditions (oversupply). 
Excessive offerings will create the potential for misuse of refined 
sugar by the “food mafia”.

Second, the government needs to conduct distribution audits of im-
ported refined sugar supply chains to encourage transparency. The 
audit process is conducted to find out how much the distribution of 
refined sugar in the large, medium and medium industrial sectors. 
From the audit process, it will be known about the effectiveness of 
the absorption of imported refined sugar.

Third, law enforcement officials must take firm action against pro-
ducers who are appointed as refined sugar importers who abuse 
their authority. The provision of sanctions is very necessary con-
sidering that from the regulatory side it is very clear that the ban on 
refined sugar is circulated in the market.
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Thus, consumers, local sugarcane farmers, and importers can feel 
the benefits if these efforts can be done together.

-  Riski Wicaksono -
 

.The re-registration of 
import needs, audit 
mechanisms, and giving 
strict sanctions to 
minimize the existence 
of negative elements 
in sugar commodities 
are important for 
local farmers to have 
incentives to become 
more productive and to 
benefit consumers.
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The Polemics Over the Obligation and 
Potential of Using Biodiesel B20

On September 1, 2018, the Government officially implemented the 
expansion of the use of B20 Biodiesel in all sectors, both the Public 
Service Obligation (PSO) sector and the non-PSO sector (tempo.
co, 31/8). This policy is motivated by the issuance of Presidential 
Regulation (Perpres) Number 66/2018 on the Obligation to use bio-
diesel for the PSO and non-PSO sectors. The regulation is also the 
second revision of Presidential Regulation Number 61/2015 on the 
Collection and Use of the Palm Oil Plantation Funds.

The government claims that the expanded consumption of B20 
Biodiesel targeting the non-PSO sector will be able to improve the 
current deficit gap in the trade balance. The Coordinating Minis-
ter for Economic Affairs, Darmin Nasution, argued that this policy 
would be able to save the country’s foreign exchange from USD 2 
billion to USD 3 billion through mechanisms to reduce oil and gas 
imports of fossil fuels. (metrotvnews.com, 31/8).

Meanwhile, some parties technically still doubt the feasibility of us-
ing B20 biodiesel as fuel. Deputy Chairman of the Indonesian Truck 
Entrepreneurs Association (APTRIANDO) Kyatmaja Lookman 
explained that the use of mixed fuels has the potential to damage 
engines. He also added that the use of biodiesel will make vehicles 
less economical, so it has the potential to increase emissions and to 
spend more subsidies (katadata.co.id, 25/7).

Regardless of the pros and cons that currently occur, the author ar-
gues that substitution in the energy sector, especially through veg-
etable energy, has become a positive signal in the use of renewable 
energy in Indonesia. In addition, this effort also shows the govern-
ment’s commitment to support the sustainable development agen-
da, which is stated in the seven Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs); namely, creating affordable, reliable and modern energy. 

The Economy



25The Indonesian Update  — Volume XII, No.8- September 2018

Optimizing Palm Oil Production Surplus

Innovations in the field of renewable energy, especially through 
palm oil or Cruel Palm Oil (CPO), need to be encouraged. Indone-
sia is one of the world’s largest producers of palm oil. Indonesia and 
Malaysia are the leading countries in producing world palm oil, with 
an average production of 85-90 percent of the total world palm oil 
production (indonesia-investments.com, 6/26/2017).

The production surplus of palm oil in Indonesia really needs to be 
utilized properly. So far, palm oil commodities mostly are directed 
to meet foreign market demands. The following table shows the 
trends in Indonesia’s palm oil export demands.

Comparison of Export Rates and
 Palm Oil Production Capacity

 
Source: Directorate General of Plantation 2017.

According to the table above, more than 50 percent of palm oil 
production has been directed to export commodities. During 2010-
2017, Indonesia’s average palm oil exports reached a level of 24.1 
million tons. The production showed a steady increase, where in 
2017 palm production reached a level of 35.4 million tons, an in-
crease of 6.6 percent over the previous year.

Looking at the data, the author notes that that the government’s 
policy of expanding the use of biodiesel fuel to both the PSO and 
non-PSO sectors has the potential for positive multiplier impacts. 
First, in the midst of global turmoil that has caused an increase in 
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world oil prices, innovation in the energy sector is able to reduce the 
dependence on oil and gas imports. Moreover, Indonesia can take 
advantage of the current palm oil production surplus.

Second, the government’s efforts to require the use of B20 biodies-
el will be able to reduce government energy subsidies. According to 
the 2018 State Budget, the government budget for energy subsidies 
reaches a level of  Rp 94.53 trillion. The expansion of alternative 
uses of this energy will be able to reduce the current fiscal burden.

Third, the biodiesel B20 expansion policy will provide incentives for 
investors in the palm oil plantation sector. Increased market demand 
will spur producers to increase their production capacity, so these 
conditions have an impact on employment in the sector. In 2016, oil 
palm plantations were able to absorb as many as 7.9 million people 
(Ministry of Agriculture, 2016). This figure will increase as govern-
ment policies encourage the use of palm oil as a fuel mixture.

Furthermore, the government’s optimism to expand the use of 
biodiesel energy needs to be balanced by mitigating the possible 
negative impacts, especially on the environmental ecosystem. A re-
search by the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) 
states that the expansion of biodiesel energy use as renewable en-
ergy will have an impact on changes in land use. These conditions 
have implications from the increasing carbon dioxide emissions to 
food scarcity.

The Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, together with 
other relevant parties, needs to continue to conduct risk mitigation 
studies from the application of biodiesel energy. Thus, it is expected 
that the expansion of innovation in the energy sector will be able to 
encourage sustainable development.

- Riski Wicaksono  -

The Economy

The use of biodiesel 
as a renewable energy 
can be a new incentive 
for investors. For this 
reason, the feasibility 
of using biodiesel must 
continue to be studied 
in order to be able to 
support sustainable 
development.
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The Right to Freedom of Worship and the 

Limitation of Human Rights:

Learning from the Meliana Case

 

Meliana is a victim of injustice. She is a “blasphemy” victim, and 
it is clearly wrong in terms of human rights. The case was one of 
the many cases related to ‘blasphemy’ where judges’ decisions were 
completely incorrect (Tempo.co.id, 08/30/2018). Asking to decrease 
the volume of ‘azan’ (the call to prayers in Islam) that is too loud 
is not a blasphemy issue (cnnindonesia, 08/22/2018 ). The call to 
prayers should be managed.

Learning from the Meliana case, the most important note is the law 
enforcement officials, especially the judges, should understand the 
right to freedom of religion and beliefs and the concept of human 
rights limitation. It will become very risky if the judges do not have 
sufficient knowledge and understanding of those concepts.

 The author highly would like to convey the two concepts above in a 
simple and concise manner. If the ‘call to prayers ‘is not a blasphemy 
issue, and it can be limited in terms of human rights, in this context,  
what we need to explore is the concept of human rights limitation. 
A sufficient understanding of human rights limitations should be a 
reference for judges in order to face similar cases in the future. 

 
A Right to Freedom of Religion and Beliefs

 Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) divides the right to freedom of religion and beliefs in two 
domains; namely, internum and externum forums.

Referring to the General Comment No. 22 in relation to Article 
18 ICCPR, the forum of internum includes the right to freedom of 
choice and embrace religion and beliefs. This right cannot be re-
stricted in any situation and conditions. The state cannot intervene 
with individuals’ process to choose religion and beliefs. For illustra-
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tion, the adherents of the Sunda Wiwitan belief in West Java, Per-
malim in North Sumatra, and Ahmadiyya that spread across sev-
eral regions in Indonesia should be respected, and the state cannot 
intervene with everyone’s choice of religion and beliefs.

In Indonesia, there are a number of policies including legal regu-
lations that limit individuals in choosing their religion and belief; 
namely, PNPS Law No. 1/1965 re the abuse and / or blasphemy of 
religion and also its derivative regulations, such as the Joint Decree 
(SKB) of Three Ministers on Ahmadiyah, and the Criminal Code 
(KUHP), especially its Article 156 and Article 156a.

 
The externum forum includes the right to worship of beliefs and 
religion. This right is an implementation of the internum forum that 
the choice of religion and belief is realized through a worship per-
formed. The right to worship can be restricted if it violates the con-
ditions that have been determined, including as stipulated in Article 
18 of KIHSP.

 Focusing on the findings of the facts and data on the Meliana case, 
it was revealed that Meliana did not intend to commit a blasphemy. 
The results of Komnas Perempuan’s investigation revealed true 
facts and information related to the Meliana case that occurred on 
July 29, 2018, in Tanjung Balai, North Sumatra. Most data and in-
formation have been manipulated and have lead to the utterance of 
hatred towards the victim, Meliana, as a Chinese person and has a 
minority religion (Buddhism).
 
If it is not alleged blasphemy of religion, it means that the Meliana 
case is not part of the internum forum. Komnas HAM considers 
that the Meliana case is a public order issue (Tempo.Co, 08/24/2018). 
If it is reviewed, public order is one of the requirements why human 
rights can be restricted. Therefore, the Meliana case is an internum 
forum (domain), and it can be restricted.

 If the call to prayers can be limited, why is Meliana still punished? 
Totok Yulianto  (from PBHI) who attended to the INFID media 
briefing on Sept 5, 2018, revealed that there was a mistake by the 
judges that used the articles of “blasphemy”  (156 and 156a) when 
they judged Meliana. The mistake of the judges was proven after 
the team of investigation had difficulty to find the evidence that 
Meliana committed blasphemy (infid.og, 10/09/2018).
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 Limitation on the Human Rights and Public Order

 
The Siracusa principles are the principles regarding the provisions 
of the limitation and reduction of rights that are stipulated in the 
ICCPR. These principles were formulated by the international legal 
experts who gathered in Siracusa, Italy in April and May 1984 (Issu.
com, 10/09/2018). The restrictions on the implementation of rights 
only apply in the following conditions:

1. To refer to national law

2. To maintain a democratic society

3. To protect public order

4. To protect public health

5. To protect public morals

6. To protect public safety

7. To protect the rights and freedoms of others

 
Siracusa’s principles also state that the assessment of the need for 
restrictions must be made on objective considerations, and the state 
has to define the needs or social pressures regarding the restrictions 
of rights. In detail,  public order as a requirement of right limitation 
must be interpreted as a number of rules that guarantee the work-
ings of the functions of the society. According to Manfred Nowaks, 
the terms of public order should be interpreted narrowly in the 
sense of preventing public chaos (Pusham UII.ac.id, 10/09/2018).
 
The principles also state that the state agents who are responsible 
for a public order have to control its implementation through the 
Parliament, courts, and other competent relevant bodies (Pusham 
UII.ac.id, 10/09/2018).

Referring to the Meliana case, the case was clearly not a blasphemy 
as stated above. The Meliana case is externum forum because it 
involves ‘performing worship’, which in this context is related to the 
call to prayers.

Social



30The Indonesian Update  — Volume XII, No.8- September 2018

 If it enters the externum domain, it is very possible that the sound 
of the call to prayers (azan) can be limited in line with the principles 
of Siracussa. A number of further questions are whether the re-
strictions on the call to prayers should regulated through national 
regulations (undang-undang)? Do the restrictions on the ‘azan’ oc-
cur in democratic societies? Referring to Komnas HAM’s explana-
tion that the ‘azan’ as a public order issue, is the ‘azan’ so disturb-
ing? Should it be regulated to ensure the functioning of society? 
Will the restrictions of ‘azan’ prevent a public chaos?

 The questions above should be discussed by the public and law en-
forcement so that they will be ‘open-minded’, and when the issue 
appears in the future, they will handle it better in the name of human 
rights. Meliana is one of the many victims of injustice due to the lack 
of understanding of law enforcers regarding the right to freedom of 
religion and beliefs and the concept of limitation on rights. They are 
victims of regulations that are not in line with human rights perspec-
tives (distinguishing internum and externum forum as stipulated in 
the constitution and the laws of human rights).

 The two important recommendations that are prioritized and can 
be used to anticipate similar cases are first, conducting a judicial 
review of the Law No.1 of 1965 on Religious Abuse and/or Blas-
phemy, as well as various derivative regulations that are against hu-
man rights.
 
Second, asking the Judicial Commission to evaluate all judges and 
prosecutors in Indonesia in order to investigate their understanding 
of the right to religious freedom and limitation on human rights.

-  Yossa Nainggolan   - 

The right to freedom 
of worship and beliefs 
is divided into two 
domains: internum 
and externum forums. 
The forum of internum 
cannot be restricted 
because it includes the 
freedom of individuals 
to choose religion and 
beliefs. The delicacy of 
“blasphemy of religion” 
is one of the restrictions 
on rights in the internum 
forum, which is not in 
accordance with the 
values of human rights
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) ) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles.

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).
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TII”), monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian 
Update”), annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly 
discussion forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Institutional Profile



33The Indonesian Update  — Volume XII, No.8- September 2018

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. The economy plays an important role 
as one of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources 
have often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing 
economic policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in 
the quality of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to 
conduct comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, 
the studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies 
will be continued until the policy evaluation process.

 The implementation of regional autonomy that is based on Law No. 
32 Year 2004 has demanded bottom-up planning processes, which are 
participatory in development process. However, fiscal decentralization 
is still seen crucial particularly for people living in the regions. This can 
be seen from the high number of gap, poverty, and unemployment. 
Therefore, there is a need for effective policy formula, which has the right 
targets.

TII has research focus on fiscal decentralization and sustainable 
development issues. Fiscal decentralization issues will focus on the 
discussion on financial matters, corruption, and development of local 
infrastructure development. With regard to sustainable development, TII 
focuses on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development and 
development gap. On poverty issues, TII focuses its research on social 
protection, human resources and employment, and government subsidy 
policies.

 The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with an academic paper. 
Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundations.                    

TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted using sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce more comprehensive academic papers and bills. It 
is expected that the laws and regulations will be produced through such 
participatory processes, which involve the writing of academic papers and 
also focus group discussions (FGD), which will involve the stakeholders 
related to the laws and regulations that will be discussed.

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

Since the enactment of Law No. 22 Year 1999, which was then revised 
through Law No. 32 Year 2004 on the Local Government, powers are 
no longer centralized in the central government. Based on the Law, the 
local governments have wider autonomy to manage their own internal 
affairs. With the wider regional autonomy and obligation to create good 
governance, the local governments are demanded to be more responsive 
towards public aspirations. Therefore, public policy research has become 
more important for local governments to analyze contexts and issues in 
the regions, as well as the public’s aspirations to formulate public policies.

 In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offers 
policy assessments on various policies that have already been applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economic, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist governments in formulating policies that are in line with contexts, 
priorities, and people’s aspirations. TII also offers various breakthroughs 
of transformative policies that are in line with the Open Government 
principles’ implementation in order to increase public participation in 
policy processes.

Political Research Division of TII provides analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policies in the 
strengthening of democracy and the establishment of good governance 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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both at the national and at the local levels. Political research forms that are 
offered by TII are (1) Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, 
(3) Mapping & Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment 
Research, (5) Survey Indicator.

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is needed by the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly.

 Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy Analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed by TII is the qualitative 
evaluations of projects or programs of non-governmental organizations 
or governments. The evaluation activities are offered by TII in stages; 
that is, mid-term evaluations of the projects/programs and also the final 
evaluations at the end of the projects/programs.

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of a 
project or program. Mid-Term Evaluations of the projects or programs are 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the projects or programs, and to make recommendations 
for the continuity of the projects or programs. Meanwhile, the final 
evaluations allow us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons 
learned to ensure the achievements of all the objectives of the projects or 
programs at the end of the projects or programs.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 



36The Indonesian Update  — Volume XII, No.8- September 2018

Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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