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The July 2018 edition of Indonesia Update raises the main topic on the results 
of the 2018 Local Elections (Pilkada): local democracy is mature. This main 
report highlights three things; namely, the collapse of political dynasties, the 
increasingly intelligent voters, and the importance of regulatory reform of the 
Regional Head Election Law Number 10/2016 on Local Elections. These three 
topics show the progress of democracy in Indonesia, as could be seen through 
the 2018 local elections.

In addition to the main report, two other political issues in this update are a 
look at the rules of KPU on the prohibition of former corruptors to contest the 
2019 elections and the use of social media and elections results in 2018. Social 
media as a campaign tool of the candidates in the 2018 local elections was not 
too effective.

On the economy, Indonesia Update raises a topic on the importance of 
empowerment of UMKM after the decline of tax rate and the economic 
potential of the presence of online transportation. On the issue of online 
transportation, it discusses the economic impact of the revocation of operating 
licenses; that is, increased unemployment.

On social affairs, the July Indonesia Update presents three issues; namely, 
the adolescent access to contraceptives, which includes the importance 
of adolescent access to contraceptives and the steps that must be taken to 
introduce contraceptive services. The two other issues are the importance of 
the child immunization card requirement for elementary school entrance and 
the disability issue on the question “are buildings and transportation in Jakarta 
friendly to persons with disability?”

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policymakers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FOREWORD
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The elections of regional heads were held in 171 regions 
simultaneously on June 27, 2018. In general, the 2018 local elections 
went safely and peacefully, with the exception of three regions. Two 
regencies in Papua failed to participate in the simultaneous regional 
elections due to security reasons. Those two were Nduga and 
Pinai regencies. Another area that failed to run the elections was 
Morowali regency, South Sulawesi. It failed to participate due to 
floods. Apart from these three areas, the local elections went quite 
well. These conditions indicated that the conditions of democracy 
at the local level had shown its maturity.

The main report of this Update Indonesia shall discuss the 
advances that have been achieved by local democracy. Some of the 
achievements were the collapse of political dynasties in some areas, 
the society is increasingly aware and responsible for their political 
choices, the use of identity politics does not really work like during 
the 2017 local elections in Jakarta. Nevertheless, this paper shall 
also provide some notes on things that need to be improved for the 
next local elections.

The Collapse of Political Dynasties

Referring to the quick count results of several survey agencies, a 
number of regional head candidates from the political dynasties lost 
in the 2018 local elections. At least as many as six candidates for 
governors from political dynasties failed to win the races in four 
provinces: South Sumatera, South Sulawesi, North Maluku and 
West Kalimantan (tirto.id, 2/6).

The 2018 Local Election Results: 
Our Local Democracy is Mature

Main Report
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In South Sumatera, Alex Noerdin’s son (Governor of South Sumatra) 
Dodi Reza Alex Noerdin (Regent of Musi Banyuasin) who is paired 
with Giri Ramanda Kiemas (Taufiq Kiemas’s nephew) lost to the 
pair of Herman Deru-Mawardi Yahya. From quick count results 
conducted by Populi Center, LSI Denny JA, and Charta Politika, 
the Dodi-Giri pair managed to garner between 30.68 percent and 
31.93 percent of the vote. They lost to the Herman-Mawardi pair 
who secured 36 percent of the vote (kompas.com, 28/6).

A defeat was also experienced by Karolin Margret Natasa in West 
Kalimantan. The Regent of Landak regency for the period of 2017-
2022, which is also the daughter of Cornelis, the Governor of West 
Kalimantan, lost to the pair of Sutarmidji-Ria Norsan. According 
to SMRC and LSI Denny JA, the Karolin-Gidot pair only received 
43.74 percent (SMRC) votes and 38.6 percent (LSI Denny JA) 
(tirto.id, 2/6).

In South Sulawesi, Ichsan Yasin Limpo who is former Regent of 
Gowa Regency for the period of 2005-2015 and also a younger 
brother of South Sulawesi Governor Syahrul Yasin Limpo only got 
18.18 percent of the vote according to quick count results of SMRC 
(tirto.id, 2/6). In addition, the Abdul Gani and Muhammad Kasuba 
pair, who is the brother of the current governor also failed in North 
Maluku elections. Asrun in Southeast Sulawesi has also lost the 
race.

Being Smart Voters

The failures of regional head candidates from the political dynasties 
show that the society is becoming more intelligent in making 
choices. Our society is moving toward a rational society. According 
to Ramlan Surbakti (1992), the rational choice is to choose by 
considering the calculation between profit and loss. Voters will 
not only consider the cost of choosing and the possibility of their 
vote influencing the expected results, but they will also consider 
the differences between alternatives in the forms of options. Voters 
have the motivation, principles, and knowledge on which logical 
reasoning is based. Based on these variables, voters make their 
choice responsibly.

Main Report
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Indonesian voters no longer prioritize traditional primordial factors, 
such as ethnicity, religion, and local strongholds, as their primary 
references. Evidently, many political dynasties have been uprooted. 
In addition, our concerns over the replication of the 2017 Jakarta 
elections, where religion was politicized, did not materialize in the 
2018 direct regional elections.

Instead, the selected ones are figures such as Ridwan Kamil in West 
Java and Prof. Nurdin Abdullah in South Sulawesi. The political 
dynasty of Yasin Limpo has long had the strong influence in South 
Sulawesi. The victory of Nurdin Abdullah shows that there is a 
great desire from the people of South Sulawesi to also have the kinds 
of the achievements that have been created by Nurdin Abdullah 
during his time as the Bantaeng Regent. Areas outside Bantaeng 
have the desire to be developed like Bantaeng by choosing Nurdin 
Abdullah to be the Governor of South Sulawesi. The same thing 
happened in West Java. The factor of the ability to manage the 
government in an innovative and transparent way Bandung is the 
reason why many people decided to choose Ridwan Kamil.

Our voter intelligence can also be seen in the elections in Makassar. 
The empty box has defeated the pair of Munafri Arifuddin-Andi 
Rahmatika. Munafri is the Director of PSM Makassar, a soccer team 
that is the pride of the Makassar society. He is related to Jusuf Kalla. 
Andi has also been a member of the Makassar Parliament. The pair 
of candidates is supported by 10 major political parties in Makassar. 
The empty box victory over the Munafri-Andi pair shows that the 
Makassar voters managed to defeat the local oligarchy.

However, our electorate is not entirely rational voters. There are 
still some areas that are full of sociological nuances. As in East 
Java, the existence of fatwa fardlu ain to choose Khofifah-Emil is 
quite unfortunate. Also in some areas outside Java, there is still 
mobilization of voters sentiments that should not be used anymore.

Regulatory Improvements

However, with the positive results generated in the 2018 elections, 
there are several things that need to be evaluated. We need to 

Main Report
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improve the local elections. One of the things that must be improved 
is the Law No 10/2016 on Local Elections. The law has incriminated 
individual candidates to move forward as candidates for regional 
heads. In the 2016 Pilkada Act, the minimum support that must be 
obtained by individual candidates is 6.5 percent to 10 percent of the 
total voters listed in the DPT. The details are 10 percent for the DPT 
of 2 million. 8.5 percent for the DPT of between 2 million-6 million, 
7.5 percent for the DPT of 6 million-12 million, and 6.5 percent for 
the DPT of more than 12 million.

This requirement increased greatly compared to the previous 
regulation ( Law no. 1/2015 on Stipulation of Government 
Regulation in Lieu of Law no. 1/2014 on the Election of Governors, 
Regents, and Mayors).  Law No. 1/2015 only required 3 percent to 
6.5 percent support to be obtained by individual candidates from 
the number of voters listed in the DPT (kompas.com, 30/11/2017).

As a result, the number of candidates from individual channel has 
decreased. In the 2018 elections, there were only 69 independent 
pairs of candidates. This figure somewhat decreased if compared 
to the 2017 elections,  which was only followed by 80 individual 
candidate pairs. The high limit of support that must be fulfilled by 
individual candidates has made it difficult for individual candidates 
to move forward to become candidates for regional heads.

On the other hand, there are no rules governing the maximum 
threshold of support from political parties that must be obtained 
by candidates to be nominated as candidates for regional heads. 
As a result, the phenomenon of a single candidate is detrimental 
to the society, as there is no competition in the election. According 
to Robert A Dahl, the essence of democracy is competition. 
Without competition, there is no democracy. Therefore, the author 
recommends that the Law on Regional Head Elections be revised 
again to ensure that the quality of our democracy is mature.

- Fadel Basrianto  -

Main Report

The results of the 2018 
elections show that our 
democracy is now well 
established. We hope that 
we have ideal leaders 
in various levels of 
government.
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A Look at KPU’s Rules on the Prohibition of 
Former Corruptors to Contest the 2019 Elections

Politics

The rules on the prohibition of ex-corruption case inmates to con-
test the 2019 legislative elections for DPR, Provincial DPRDs, and 
Regency / Municipal DPRDs have finally been formally issued by the 
General Elections Commission (KPU). The prohibition is stipulated 
in Article 7 Paragraph 1 Point h of KPU Regulation No. 20/2018 on 
the Nomination of Members of DPR, Provincial DPRDs, and Re-
gency / City DPRDs.

Commissioner of the General Elections Commission (KPU) of In-
donesia Pramono Ubaid Tanthowi said that the regulation officially 
applied once it had been announced to the public. KPU considers 
the regulation valid even though it is not enacted by the Ministry of 
Law and Human Rights (kompas.com, 30/6).

The Polemics over KPU Prohibition Rules

Initially, KPU’s plan of prohibiting ex-corruption inmates to contest 
the 2019 legislative elections had sparked polemics. Many parties 
did not agree with this plan by referring to the Ruling of the Con-
stitutional Court (MK) Number 42 / PUU-XIII / 2015. In its ruling, 
the Constitutional Court declared that Article 7 Sub-Article g of 
Law No. 8/2015 on the Elections of the Regional Heads was con-
tradictory to the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia. 
The Constitutional Court also considered that the article had no 
binding legal force.

However, in making the decision, there were three judges of the 
Constitutional Court who gave dissenting opinions; namely, Maria 
Farida Indarti, I Dewa Gede Palguna and Suhartoyo. According to 
them, the 1945 Constitution should and can be a living Constitu-
tion. The Constitution is not an object that exists only in name but 
also in reality. It is not an ideal but a real thing. If it cannot be pre-
sented as something that can be seen, then the Constitution does 
not exist.
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The Urgency of Banning Former Corruptors from Becoming 
Legislative Candidates

Referring to the opinions of the three judges of the Constitutional 
Court above, the author believes that KPU’s rules to prohibit ex-
corruption inmates from becoming legislative candidates in the 2019 
elections are appropriate.

Referring to John Girling (1997), corruption has become systemic 
in Indonesia. Systemic corruption is corruption that has invaded all 
layers of the society and community systems. As a result, corrup-
tion has become a routine and has been accepted as a means to 
carry out daily transactions. It is called systemic corruption because 
it affects institutionally and influences the behaviors of individuals 
at all levels of the political, social, and economic systems.

Corruption has become even more dangerous, as now corruption is 
done by using powers within a democratic system. Robert Klitgaard 
(2000) states that corruption can mean using a position for personal 
gains.
 
There are three patterns of power relations and corrupt practices 
in the era of democracy according to Arvind K. Jain (2001). First, 
there is a meeting between political leaders and the public, where a 
prospective public leader must buy votes or promise something to 
his or her constituents. As a result, political offices have the poten-
tial to become “corruption chambers”.

Second, a meeting between communities and legislative candidates. 
“Vote buying” from the public during the elections by politicians 
who want to get “seats” in the Parliament often occurs. Third, a 
meeting between political leaders, bureaucrats, and the society, 
where a public leader through his or her prerogative appoints a per-
son to public office. This appointed person ultimately serves as a 
proxy in order to gain profits.

Corrupt practices have impacts on the democratic system. First, 
the decline of public confidence in democratic institutions. Accord-
ing to a survey by Indonesia Corruption Watch (ICW) in 2017, the 
House of Representatives (DPR) and political parties were the two 
institutions that had the lowest levels of public trust in relation to 
corruption eradication agenda.

Politics
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The House of Representatives ranked 12th out of 14 institutions.  
As many as 51 percents of respondents believed in the intention of 
the House to eradicate corruption. Meanwhile, political parties oc-
cupied the last position, with 35 percent level of trust. This public 
perception was reflected in corruption cases in 2017. According to 
ICW’s records, there were 25 people associated with political par-
ties who were involved in corruption cases throughout 2017.  They 
were 10 regional heads, 9 DPRD members and 6 members of DPR.

Secondly, corruption reduces the quality of state institutions in per-
forming their roles. Thirdly, corruption lowers legal compliance in 
the eyes of the people.

Therefore, it would be appropriate for the Government and the 
House of Representatives to support the KPU’s regulatory plan to 
prohibit corrupt ex-prisoners from becoming candidates in the 2019 
elections. Corruption is an extraordinary crime that not only harms 
the state’s finances but also destroys the democratic system.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

The practice of 
corruption is an 
extraordinary crime, 
which not only harms 
the state’s finances but 
also undermines the 
democratic system that 
has been built in this 
country.
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The Use of Social Media and 
the 2018 Local Leader Election Results

 

The development of the internet has been rapidly affecting almost 
all aspects of the lives of people around the world, including Indone-
sia. According to the data of We Are Social and Hootsuite (2018), 
the internet users in Indonesia have reached a level of 132 million 
people. The number indicates that 50 percent of Indonesia’s popula-
tion has access to the internet. Social media users account for 49% 
percent of the internet user population in Indonesia. In terms of 
social media user growth rate, Indonesia is the third fattest country, 
with a growth rate of 23%, or 24 million users in the past year.
 
The increased numbers of internet and social media users have fi-
nally brought new kind of competition to candidates in the 2018 
regional elections. In relation to this, Andrew Chadwick (2006) 
mentions three points of reasons why the internet is changing the 
political competition. First, social media will increase competition. 
In many cases, small parties, or candidates with limited resources, 
have no influence, especially in the general elections. But with the 
internet as a cheap medium that is also more accessible than any 
other types of communications technologies, now they can com-
pete with large parties or candidates who have stronger resources. 
Social media allows small parties and candidates to reach potential 
supporters similar to parties or candidates who have greater re-
sources.
 
Second, social media can increase community interactions with 
political parties and candidates. Communities have more access to 
channel their aspirations to political parties and candidates whom 
they support. At the same time, political parties and candidates 
can coordinate their supporters more easily and quickly to mobilize 
them, e.g. during campaign processes.
 

Politics
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Third, social media emerges as an institutional adaptation. The 
meaning of institutional adaptation is the shift from offline politi-
cal to online political activities. Political parties and candidates can 
utilize social media like campaigns in off-line politics. Through social 
media, political parties and candidates can make communication 
strategies more effective.
 
But in the implementation of the 2018 direct regional elections, the 
Indonesian Institute found that the use of social media as a cam-
paign tool for a number of candidates did not run as expected. Ac-
cording to quick count results conducted by a number of survey 
agencies, the use of social media did not significantly boost the can-
didates’ votes.

Findings in the 2018 Local Leader Elections 

This is reflected in several outcomes in a number of provinces, such 
as in East Java, North Sumatra, and South Sulawesi. In East Java, 
according to fast count results, the Khofifah Indar Parawansa-Emil 
Dardak pair was declared as the winner.

Tabel 1.
The Quick Count Results of the 2018

 East Java Governor Elections

In the official social media use was reported to the KPU by both 
candidates, the Khofifah-Emil was below the Gus Ipul-Puti Soek-
arno pair. The Khofifah-Emil pair only used two platforms; namely, 
Facebook and Instagram. The Gus Ipul and Puti Soekarno pair used 
three social media platforms; that is, Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram.

Politics
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Tabel 2. Official Social Media Account
Candidate Pair of East Java Governor

 

From the number of followers, on all the entire social media plat-
forms, the Khofifah-Emil pair had a very low number of followers 
compared to that of the Gus Ipul-Puti Soekarno.

Graph 1. Comparison of Social Media Followers
The Candidate Pairs of the East Java Governor Elections

Furthermore, other findings were the media monitoring on five na-
tional online media outlets (detik.com, kompas.com, merdeka.com, 
liputan6.com, and sindonews.com) during the 2018 campaign local 
elections, the Khofifah-Emil pair got a share of news that was also 
not great.
 
The Khofifah-Emil pair only got news portion at a level of 24.14 
percent. Meanwhile, Gus Ipul-Puti Soekarno got news portion at a 
level of 75.86 percent.

Politics
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Graph 2. Comparison of News Portions
The Candidate Pairs of East Java Governor Elections

In North Sumatra, according to fast count results, the Edy Rah-
mayadi-Musa Rajeckshah pair was superior to its competitors, the 
Djarot Saiful Hidayat-Sihar Sitorus pair.

Tabel 3. Quick Count Results Elections 
Governor of North Sumatera 2018

Similar to the competition in East Java, the official social media 
reported to the KPU, the Edy Rahmayadi-Musa Rajeckshah only 
used three social media platforms; namely, Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. Meanwhile, the Djarot-Sihar pair used four social media 
platforms; namely, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Youtube.

Tabel 4. Official Social Media Account
The Candidate Pairs of North Sumatra Governors
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Furthermore, looking at the number of followers of the entire so-
cial media platforms, the Djarot-Sihar pair was superior at a level of 
78.40 percent compared to the Edy Rahmayadi-Musa Rajeckshah 
pair at a level of only 21.60 percent.

Grafik 3. Comparison of Social Media Followers
The Candidate Pairs of North Sumatra Governor Elections

Then, according to the media monitoring news on five national on-
line media during the campaign period of the 2018 regional elec-
tions, the Djarot-Sihar pair got a larger portion at a level of 59.32 
percent compared to the Edy Rahmayadi-Moses Rajeckshah pair at 
a level of  40.68 percent.

Grafik 4. Comparison of News Portion
The Candidate Pairs of North Sumatra Governor Elections
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Not much different from the elections of the Governors of East 
Java and North Sumatra, the South Sulawesi Governor Elections 
also showed that the use of social media did not significantly boost 
the candidate votes.
  
The Nurdin Abdullah-Sudirman Solomon pair came out as a win-
ner according to fast count results. Nurdin Abdullah’s votes were 
bigger than those of the three other candidates, who had more so-
cial media accounts.

Tabel 5. Quick Count Results Elections
 Governor of South Sulawesi 2018

The Nurdin Abdullah-Sudirman Sulaiman pair used only two social 
media platforms; namely, Facebook and Twitter. While the other 
three candidates each used three social media platforms.

Tabel 6. Official Social Media Account
The Candidate Pairs

 of Governor of South Sulawesi Elections

Even according to the number of followers on social media from the 
four contestants of South Sulawesi Governor Elections, the Nurdin 
Abdullah-Sudirman Sulaiman pair got the lowest share at a level of 
0.59 percent.
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Grafik 5. Comparison of Social Media Followers
The Candidate Pairs of 

Governor of South Sulawesi Elections

According to media news coverage on five national online media 
during the 2018 Election campaign, the Nurdin Abdullah-Sudirman 
Sulaiman pair got the second largest share, with 33.33 percent por-
tion of the news. Meanwhile, the largest news portion was secured 
by the Nurdin Halid-Aziz Qahhar Mudzakkar pair, with 58.33 per-
cent.

Grafik 6. Comparison of News Portion
The Candidate Pairs of 

Governor of South Sulawesi Elections
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Notes

Looking at the above findings, there are several notes from the au-
thor;  namely, first, the use of social media as a campaign tool by 
several candidates in the 2018 direct regional elections has as not 
been effective. This refers to the opinion of J. Hands (2011), which 
states that having a technology, such as social media, does not guar-
antee that its use will be appropriate. Often, social media is used 
only to support the old ways of political campaigns, but ignoring the 
real potential of social media. So, candidates who use social media 
as a means of campaigning in Pilkada, cannot utilize social media 
as with conventional media approach. This creates one-way com-
munications. The candidates should use social media with an in-
teractive approach to strengthening the news that exists on online 
media.

Second, social media users’ satisfaction factor on the information 
should be submitted. Referring to the opinion of Herbert Blumer 
and Elihu Kartz as quoted by Morrisan (2014), it is said that social 
media users play an active role to choose and use the media. In oth-
er words, social media users are parties who are active in the com-
munication process. Social media users seek to find the best sources 
in their efforts to meet their needs. Social media users are no lon-
ger seen as passive people who only receive information. However, 
social media users are active and selective, and also critical of all 
information submitted.

Thus, the use of social media as a political campaign tool is not 
necessarily accepted by social media users. The information and 
messages submitted do not match the needs of social media users. 
Meanwhile, the purpose of the political campaign itself is to mobi-
lize support for a thing or a candidate, by influencing others to have 
insight, attitude, and behavior in accordance with the will or desire 
of the informer (Cangara, 2009).

Third, there is still a digital divide. According to the data from the 
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) and Facebook on the Inclusive 
Internet Index 2017, Indonesia still ranked 35th out of 75 countries. 
The index consists of four categories; namely, availability, afford-
ability, relevance, and readiness. Judging from the availability of the 
internet, Indonesia’s position was at number 42. Viewed from af-
fordability, Indonesia was at number 24. According to relevance, 
Indonesia was at number 47. Then, re the readiness of users, In-
donesia was at number 30. According to the above data, it can be 
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said that social media utilization as a campaign tool cannot be done 
in all regions.

The fourth factor is the voter behavior factor. According to the 
Takayuki Higashikata and Koichi Kawamura (2015) studies, the be-
havior of Indonesian voters in the Post-New Elections has largely 
been influenced by sociological factors, such as religion, although 
there are also some voters who cast their votes in accordance with 
an economic retrospective or rational choice. Social media has only 
contributed to the dissemination of information on candidates to 
voters. However social media has not bound and mobilized voters 
to decide on their candidates.

 
- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

The use of social media 
as a campaign tool for 
a number of candidates 
did not go as expected. 
Votes that candidates 
garnered according 
to quick count results 
conducted by a number 
of survey agencies 
indicate that the use 
of social media did not 
significantly boost the 
candidates’ votes.
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The Importance of SMEs Empowerment After 

the Income Tax Reduction Policy

On June 22, 2018, President Jokowi launched Government Regula-
tion (PP) No. 23/2018 on Income Tax from Businesses that is Re-
ceived Or Obtained by Taxpayers Who Have Certain Gross Distri-
butions. One of the most important points in PP No. 23/2018 is the 
reduction of the Income Tax (PPh) for Small and Medium Business 
(SMEs) from 1 percent to 0.5 percent (kemenkeu.go.id, 22 / 6).

The reason that the government issued the policy is to make SMEs 
in Indonesia more competitive. According to Hestu Yoga Saksama, 
the Director of Services, Counseling and Public Relations of the Di-
rectorate General of Taxation (DJP) at the Ministry of Finance, the 
reduction of the PPh to 0.5 percent will make SMEs more active 
informal economic activities due to the ease of payment of taxes 
and a better tax rate (kompas.com, 22/6).

The government’s efforts in providing tax incentives in the form of 
tax rate reduction will not have a significant impact on the improve-
ment of productivity and competitiveness of the SMEs sector in 
the future. Currently, the phenomenon faced by SMEs is the lack 
of government assistance and of financial support from the govern-
ment.

According to data from the Ministry of Cooperative and SMEs, 
the number of SMEs had reached a level of 58 million units in 2016 
or an increase of 1.75 percent compared to that in 2013. A classic 
problem that is most often faced by SMEs is the access to capital. In 
Tangerang region, as many as 200 units of SMEs have been out of 
business due to capital access barriers. The majority of them failed 
in the process of business licensing, so their proposals for capital 
were rejected due to the lack of legality (indopos.co.id, 24/11/2017).

Another problem is the low ability of financial literacy. As stated by 
Sumarlan, the Acting Head of Financial Service Authority (OJK) 

The Economy
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in Purwokerto, the majority of SMEs in Indonesia still have a low 
level of financial literacy.  This has caused the lack of utilization of 
banking products (suaramerdeka.com, 7/2).

Although the distribution of the People’s Business Credit (KUR) 
every year continues to improve, in practice, the program cannot 
be implemented optimally. The low level of financial literacy of the 
majority of SMEs has been pointed out to be one of the main causal 
factors. These conditions make business actors unfeasible when 
they propose to take advantage of KUR products.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The author argues that the government’s efforts in increasing 
the potential for tax revenues through tax incentive policies are a 
positive signal for business actors. However, simultaneously, the 
government must also provide facilitation of business scale devel-
opment and provide the ease of efforts, especially for a start-up 
business. This step is very important given SMEs’ contribution to 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has reached a level of more 
than 60 percent.

The facilitation of business credit that is packaged in the KUR form 
should be able to reach all levels of businesses, especially for mi-
croscale businesses. The local governments should coordinate with 
the Ministry of Cooperatives and SMEs and OJK in providing fi-
nancial literacy training facilities. Business actors who have good 
financial preparations should be able to take advantage of banking 
products. One of them is KUR.

On the other hand, due to the constraints of business licensing in 
some areas, the central government still needs to intensify the im-
plementation of Presidential Regulation (Perpres) No. 91 of 2017 on 
the Acceleration of Businesses, especially in the areas indicated by 
problems related to the ease of doing business.

Thus, it is expected that the government policy is not only oriented 
toward increasing the potential of tax revenues, but also in develop-
ing the scale of competitiveness of SMEs.

-  Riski Wicaksono -

The Economy

SMEs have an 
important role in 
the economy. The 
facilitation of the ease 
of business permit and 
of credit facilitation 
provided by the 
government can further 
enhance the role of 
SME.
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Economic Potential from the Presence

 of Online Transportation

On Thursday, 28 June 2018, the Constitutional Court (MK) de-
cided to reject the judicial review petition Number 41 / PUU-XVI 
/ 2018 on the online ojek (motorcycle taxi). The application for the 
review of the material was submitted by the online motorcycle taxi 
driver alliance, which joins the Online Transportation Action Com-
mittee (KATO). From the ruling, it is concluded that online trans-
port has no legality because it is not considered a means of public 
transportation (tempo.co, 29/6).

Amid the issue of online transport legality, several studies have sug-
gested that the existence of online transport has a positive impact 
on the economy. The result of a research by the Demography In-
stitute of Faculty of Economics and Business of the University of 
Indonesia (LD FEB UI) in 2017 stated that the presence of Go-Jek 
as one of the providers of online transportation could have a posi-
tive impact on the economy by contributing Rp 9.9 trillion per year. 
Please see the picture below:

Economic Impacts of the Presence of Ojek Online

 Source: LD FEB UI, 2017

The Economy
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Go-Jek’s contribution of Rp 9.9 trillion was at least sourced from 
two main components; namely, their partner drivers and busi-
ness partners. Receipts earned from driver partners amounted to 
a level of 8.2 trillion and through partnerships with SMEs partners 
amounted to Rp 1.7 trillion. The presence of online transportation 
providers such as Go-Jek is also able to give a real impact on en-
couraging the development of SMEs. The SMEs are able to create 
a contribution to the economy of 1.7 trillion per year since partner-
ing with Go-Jek.

Meanwhile, the author also observes that the presence of online 
transportation is also able to increase the growth of business fields, 
especially in the sectors of transportation, warehousing, informa-
tion and communication services. Since the increase of ride-shar-
ing in 2014, this type of transportation has had a significant impact 
on growth in the transportation and warehousing sectors. These 
conditions are evidenced by a significant increase in growth rate in 
2014, reaching a level of 20.8 percent compared to the previous 
year (BPS, 2014).

In addition, the presence of online transportation providers, such as 
Go-Jek, Grab Bike, and Uber, is also able to drive the contribution 
of the information and communication services sectors to the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). Referring to BPS data, since 2010-2013 
the average contribution of the information and communications 
services sector to GDP was only at a level of 3.6 percent. Then, 
the rapid growth of transportation companies in the network from 
2014-2017 could increase the average contribution of the sector, 
which had reached a level of 6.9 percent of GDP.

What if the Operating Licenses of the Online Transporta-
tion Providers are Revoked?

Most of the lower middle-class people depend on their economy by 
working as drivers of online transport. The results of the Syafrino 
study (2017) conducted in the Bogor region found that the aver-
age income of people who joined the online motorcycle taxi drivers 
increased by 22 percent compared to those of the previous jobs. 
These conditions indicated that the revocation of the operating li-
censes of the online transportation providers will have a negative 
impact on the potential revenue.

Another negative effect is the increasing unemployment. Accord-
ing to data from the Ministry of Transportation (Kemenhub), the 
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data of driver partners owned by online transportation companies 
reached a level of 175,000 people (kontan.co.id, 13/3). If the online 
transport companies stop operating, then the country will bear the 
unemployment burden rate of more than 175,000 people.

The conditions will be increasingly aggravated, as referring to the 
survey by LD FEB of the University of Indonesia, 75 percent of on-
line motorcycle taxi drivers were high school graduates / vocation-
al community members. Until now the largest contributor to the 
unemployment rate in Indonesia is SMA / SMK graduates. These 
conditions would become a burden on the state if there is the revo-
cation of online motorcycle taxi operating permit.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The author argues that the presence of online transportation is a 
form of public demand for the provision of practical and efficient 
transportation. In addition, the poor provision of public transport 
facilities that is still vulnerable to criminal actions has also become a 
factor in why the public prefers online transportation.
Many countries have legalized online transport as a means of public 
transportation given the potential for the economy as well as the 
high demand of the people. These countries include England, Ger-
many, the US, Malaysia, Japan, and Singapore (transonlinewatch.
com, 3/6/2017).

Therefore, the Constitutional Court’s decision does not mean that 
the government is out of hand and does not support the existence 
of online transportation. The presence of online transport that has 
a positive impact on the economy must continue to be managed 
appropriately.

Synergic steps between the central government and local govern-
ment are required to manage the existence of online motorcycle 
taxis.   Synergic steps are needed to jointly contribute to the econ-
omy and to be able to provide security and comfort for the com-
munity.

- Riski Wicaksono -

The existence of 
online transportation 
has brought much 
progress for the 
economy. Therefore, 
the government must 
continue to manage the 
convenience and safety 
of online transportation 
for the community.

The Economy
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Adolescents’ Access to Contraceptive

An Indonesian Demographic and Health Survey (IDHS) Report in 
2012 informed that only 6.3 percent of girls ages 15-19 used con-
traceptives. Meanwhile, there were no boys aged 15-19 years who 
used contraceptives. 

The Importance of Adolescents’ Access to Contraceptive Services 
The low level of contraceptives use in adolescents will have various 
impacts. Teenagers who are already sexually active will be at high 
risk of experiencing KTD (Unwanted Pregnancy). The 2012 IDHS 
Report mentioned that 15 percent of female adolescents had their 
first sexual intercourse before the age of 18 years. While as many as 
54.1 percents of male adolescents declared their first sexual inter-
course at the age of below 18 years (SDKI, 2012).

KTD will continue to the stage of abortion because teenagers feel 
not ready for pregnancy. There will be social intimidation if their 
pregnancy is noticed by the surrounding environment. There will 
also be a threat of being dropped out of the school. Data showed 
that as many as 58 percents of teenagers who experience KTD 
wanted to do the abortion (mediaindonesia.com, 30/5). For your 
information, the US had succeeded in reducing the abortion rate 
by 42 percent by giving contraception to adolescents (health.detik.
com, 30/5).

In addition to abortion, KTD can also culminate in an early mar-
riage. A news article dated May 28, 2018, on TribunJakarta.com in-
formed us that there was a case of an elementary student impreg-
nated his lover, a junior high school student in Tulungagung, East 
Java. This case was resolved by marriage. In fact, early marriage is 
not the most appropriate solution. 

The Indonesian Child Protection Commission (KPAI) said that early 
marriage would have a huge impact. These impacts, among others, 
are the impact on the maturity of thinking, on marital relationships, 
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on parenting, on a conflict in the family, on dropping out, and on 
poverty (jakarta.tribunnews.com, 31/5).

Figure 1. Adolescents’ Knowledge about HIV-AIDS and 
Sources of Getting Condoms in Indonesia, 2012
  

 Source: IDHS 2012

The impact of the low rate of the use of contraceptives in ado-
lescents can also have a health impact; that is, adolescents will be 
prone to contract STDs (Sexually Transmitted Disease). Condoms 
as one type of contraceptives are one way to prevent STDs. How-
ever, their knowledge of one type of IMS (Sexually Transmitted In-
fections), that is HIV-AIDS, is still very low.  

The long-term impact of the low level of adolescent contracep-
tive use is the high level of MMR (Maternal Mortality Rate). Then, 
what is the correlation between the use of adolescents and MMR?

Table 1. The Differences in the Sample of IDHS in 2007 with 
those in IDHS in 2012

Source: IDHS 2007, IDHS 2012
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Many reports stated that MMR in Indonesia had increased from 
2007 to 2012. Looking at the differences in the sample of the two 
IDHS,  MMR in 2007 might not be the real figure. This was be-
cause the sample of IDHS 2007 did not include the unmarried age 
group of 15-49 years old. Meanwhile, the IDHS 2012 covered the 
age group of 15-49 years, both married and unmarried. So, it was no 
wonder if the MMR in 2012 showed an increasing trend.

The information in Table 1 also provides information that the un-
married women brought a substantial contribution to MMR. Indo-
nesia has a regulation that contraceptives can only be accessed by 
WUS who have a married status (republika.co.id, 30/5). Women 
aged 15-19 years old with unmarried status will not be able to ob-
tain contraceptives. If they are already sexually active, then the risk 
of getting pregnant will also increase. These conditions will cause 
MMR to increase. Young pregnancy ages have also become one of 
the factors causing maternal death.

The IDHS report also mentioned that pregnancy in adolescence 
occurred mostly in rural areas. 3.6 percent of teenagers who get 
pregnant successfully completed high school education. While 0.6 
percent of them made it to college. Judging from the economic sta-
tus, the majority of them come from the lower economic status. 
These conditions will clearly threaten adolescents’ health because 
of the health threats and economic threats. It might be that teenag-
ers had anemia that led to bleeding during childbirth (bleeding is a 
major contributing factor to maternal death in addition to hyper-
tension) (USAID Workshop on Gap Analysis of Maternal and Neona-
tal Health Program, 22-23 May 2018). 

Steps to Take

Several things to do are as follows:
• Cross-Sector Coordination
The Ministry of Health should coordinate with BKKBN, KPPA 
(Ministry of Women Empowerment and Child Protection), Co-
ordinating Ministry for Human Development and Culture, and 
Commission IX DPR RI. Then Health Minister Nafsiah Mboi had 
thought about the need for access to contraceptives for adoles-
cents. The results of cross-sectoral coordination are expected to 
create an agreement on the urgency of adolescents’ access to con-
traceptives.

.
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• The formulation of the legal aspect
The Commission IX of the House of Representatives must imme-
diately design and formulate the legal aspect of the agreement that 
has been made previously.

• Implementation of policy
The Ministry of Health and BKKBN assisted by KPPA and coordi-
nated by the Coordinating Ministry of Human Development and 
Culture should implement the policy after legal aspect passed by 
the Parliament. BKKBN as an institution that handles family plan-
ning issues is obliged to provide the necessary contraceptives.

Some recommendations are expected to be implemented so that 
cases that are similar to the one occurred in Tulungagung, East Java 
will not happen again. Furthermore, the steps are expected to help 
young people gain rights in their lives; the right to education, the 
right to work, and the right to gain a better life.  

-  Umi Lutfiah -
 

Access to information, 
education, and of 
contraceptives will 
reduce MMR in 
Indonesia. Furthermore, 
it is time to give 
contraceptive access to 
teenagers.
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The Importance of the Immunization Card 

Requirements for Entering the Elementary School

The Jakarta Provincial Government has issued a new policy in the 
form of the abolition of immunization card requirement for children 
to enroll in primary school. One reason for this elimination is be-
cause the Jakarta government does not want children not to be 
able to attend school because they do not have an immunization 
card (megapolitan.kompas.com, 25/5). This policy also does not es-
cape the criticisms from various parties.

The Importance of Complete Immunization

Law Number 36/2009 states that immunization is one of the Min-
istry of Health’s priority efforts to prevent the occurrence of in-
fectious diseases (Ministry of Health, 2013). Immunization is imple-
mented as a government commitment to reducing child mortality.
Some research institutions in the world have proven that as immu-
nization coverage increases, the number of preventable diseases 
also decreases substantially. Indonesia in 2005-2006, had polio out-
breaks because many infants were not immunized against polio. 
The outbreaks caused 305 children to permanently paralyze. Once 
the government started the polio immunization, there have been no 
new polio cases (Ministry of Health, 2014).

The immunization implementation is stipulated in the Regulation 
of the Minister of Health (Permenkes) No.42 of 2013. In the im-
plementation, immunization is divided into several types. Table 1 
informs that primary and advanced immunizations are included in 
routine immunization, as part of the immunization program (man-
datory). Every baby and toddler (baby under three years) should 
get this type of immunization.

The Jakarta Provincial Government’s intention to require Child Im-
munization Card as a condition to enter elementary school was to 
encourage every infant and toddler to get the right to health com-
pletely. If this program was then eliminated, it is feared that this 
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policy will reduce the coverage of Universal Child Immunization 
(UCI) in DKI Jakarta Province. UCI village coverage report as of 
May 13, 2016, reported that DKI Jakarta was one of three provinces 
with 100% UCI coverage.

Table 1. Type of Operation Immunizations

Source: Ministry of Health, 2016

The reason behind the Removal 

The Provincial Government of DKI Jakarta stated that children’s 
right to get an education should not be sacrificed. Requiring Child 
Immunization Card to enter elementary school is feared will cause 
many children to not be able to register. 

In fact, since the program was enacted in 2015, no children have 
been refused entry to primary school because they did not have an 
immunization card. They could be accepted, as long as they fol-
lowed a further step in the form of data collection by the Health 
Office of DKI Jakarta. They would get the immunization from the 
Health Office (megapolitan.kompas.com, 25/3)

Another reason behind the abolition of immunization card require-
ment as a ‘ticket’ entry for elementary school is that there are 25% 
of parents who complain about the difficulty of getting immuniza-
tion cards. The presence of this reason should not encourage the 
provincial government to eliminate a policy that was good. The pro-
vincial government should be able to provide a solution to the long 
process of getting a Child Immunization Card.
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Recommendations

The process of issuance of Child Immunization Card is done by 
Puskesmas (Primary Health Care). Parents should complete the 
requirements: a copy of the birth certificate, of family card, of the 
Healthy Card (KMS) containing immunization records. If the re-
quirements are complete, the card will be issued within five busi-
ness days (lapor.go.id, 25/5).

The provincial government must identify the factors causing the 
long duration of the issuance of the card. If the reason is that the 
system has not worked maximally at the lower level, then there 
should be a correction in the form of reprimands, sanctions, and 
also supervision. However, if the cause is due to an incomplete re-
quired document, then it is not a provincial government responsibil-
ity. Therefore, the reason for the abolition, which is the long pro-
cess of getting immunization cards, cannot be used as a solid basis 
for erasing a good policy of the previous governor’s era.

- Umi Lutfiah  -

Social

The requirement of 
Immunization Card 
for Children to enroll 
to Elementary School 
should ideally not be 
abolished. This program 
demonstrates a good 
cross-sector integration 
to achieve Universal 
Child Immunization.
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Are Buildings and Transportation in Jakarta 

Friendly to Persons with Disability?

Jakarta has been around for 491 years old. As a metropolitan city, 
the establishment of buildings and the provision of modes of trans-
portation have been intensively conducted in order to meet the 
needs of its citizens. There are 158 skyscrapers standing tall ma-
jestically in the city of Jakarta, beating the number of skyscrapers 
in Bejing (properti.kompas.com, 20/12/2018). There are also many 
vertical housing complexes that have been intensively built by the 
government of Jakarta due to the limited amount of land.  Also, 
Jakarta does not want to be outdone by Kuala Lumpur and Sin-
gapore that have already had Light Rail Transit (LRT)s as modern 
modes of transportation (megapolitan.kompas.com, 03/07/2015). In 
the future, Jakarta will also has an integrated transport system that 
links LRT with a Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) system, an Electric 
Railway (KRL) system, and  the Transjakarta  (bus) (finance.detik.
com, 05/07/2018).

The passion for the construction of buildings and modes of trans-
portation seems to endorse the statement of Anies Baswedan, the 
Governor of DKI Jakarta, when he stated during the anniversary of 
Jakarta on June 22, that he wanted to build Jakarta as a city that 
provides fairness, modernity,  and happiness to all its citizens (viva.
co.ic, 22/06/2018). Regarding the governor’s statement and  the high 
level of building construction in Jakarta, the writer believes that the 
progress of Jakarta’s building and transport mode constructions are 
still far from providing fairness and happiness to all citizens, espe-
cially for the  people with disabilities.

In general, for persons with disabilities, Jakarta is not a friendly city 
in term of buildings and  transportation modes. The study of LBH 
Jakarta in 2012 stated that public facilities, including buildings and 
transportation modes, had not provided  the access to persons with 
disabilities (ylbhi.or.id, 05/07/2018). This means that the govern-
ment of DKI Jakarta has not fully implemented the prevailing regu-
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lations; namely, the Minister of Transportation Decree No.98/2017 
on the Accessibility to Public Transportation Services for the Us-
ers of Special Needs Services and the Regulation of the Minister 
of Public Works No. 30 / PRTM / 2006 on the Facility Technical 
Guidelines and the Accessibility to Building and Environment (ylb-
hi.or, id 05/07/2018).

Recently, there is no specific research on the efforts of the local 
government of DKI Jakarta in applying of universal design policy 
related to buildings and modes of transportation that are friendly to 
person with disabilities.  Most buildings  in Jakarta are currently not 
friendly to persons with disabilities. Two rare examples of building 
that have been friendly to persons with disability are the Nation-
al Library on Jalan Medan Merdeka Selatan, Central Jakarta and 
Niaga Bank  on Jalan Gajah Mada, Central Jakarta. The National 
Library provides a guiding block on the main hall floor (indonesiana.
tempo.co, 26/02/2018). Nevertheless, blind people who come to 
the National Library still need some assistance to access the other 
floors. This is because not all rooms at the National Library have 
guiding blocks.

The Bank Niaga building on Jalan Gajah Mada is equipped with iron 
railing or iron grip as tall as an adult waist that leads  persons with 
disability into the building. For wheelchair users, railing can be useful 
as a handle to keep balance. For blind disability, railing can provide 
a sense of security, so it can help them to walk faster (indonesiana.
tempo.co, 26/02/2018).

The progressive indicator of building development in Jakarta is the 
availability of ramps or sloping platforms for wheelchair users. Sev-
eral  buildings currently provide ramps, but, unfortunately, most of 
the ramps cannot be used by person with disability because of the 
absence of safety rubber (indonesiana.tempo.co, 26/02/2018). In ad-
dition, the slopes of the runways are not in line with good stan-
dards. As a consequence, they cannot utilized by wheelchair users 
(indonesiana.tempo.co, 26/02/2018).

Related to the modes of transportation, the electric train system 
in Jakarta and its surrounding regions has had a significant change 
compared to the conditions five years ago. In the train, now there 
are priority seats for persons with disability and audio information 
that can be accessed by blind people. However, in most of the sta-
tions, the platform floors from  the station floors to the train floors 
are not friendly to wheelchair users, the blind and the people with 
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hearing disabilities. Similar conditions can be found in the ‘Transja-
karta’ bus system. Although most of the shelters and pedestrian 
bridges have ramps, the ramps are considered less useful for wheel-
chair users, as the steepness degrees of ramps are not in line with 
standards. In addition, the wide gaps from the bus to the shelter 
floors are very dangerous for wheelchair users and blind people. 
(watyutink.com, 05/07/2018).

Good news has emerged from the constructions of MRT and LRT. 
The company of  MRT ensures that the underground section proj-
ects will be hospitable for persons with disability, in which the six 
stations will provide special spaces for persons with disability, an 
appropriate platforms for persons with disability, and the availability  
of elevators in each station. (infonitas.com, 14/08/2017). There is  no 
different with LRT, this transportation provides comfortable to per-
sons with disability to access the LRT stations (detak-palembang.
com, 06/08/2017).

In general, regarding the conditions of buildings and modes of trans-
portation in Jakarta, it is worthy for us  to have pride that Jakarta 
has changed in terms of buildings and modes of transportation. 
However, the conditions have not provided a sense of fairness and 
happiness for persons with disability. To achieve a sense of fairness 
and happiness related to the accessibility of buildings and modes 
of transportation, the main key is the full participation of persons 
with disability in monitoring policy-makers in the development 
of buildings and transportation modes. They are supposed to be 
guarding the whole process, from planning to monitoring and evalu-
ation steps. Persons with disability as residents of Jakarta are the 
ones who have to be aware of their needs of mobility and activity. 
Therefore,  the planning should also be involving persons with dis-
ability. Informal meetings, persons with disability should have a role 
in providing inputs on the designs of buildings. Also, the Provincial 
Government of Jakarta has an obligation to apply inclusive policies 
in the establishment of buildings and the provision of the modes of 
transportation. The universal design is supposed to be part of the 
inclusive policy.

-  Yossa Nainggolan  - 
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) ) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

TII has the aim of becoming a main research center in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy by promoting good governance 
principles and public participation in the policy processes in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s visions are public policies in Indonesia which highly uphold 
human rights and rule of law, as well as involve participation of 
various stakeholders and practice democratic good governance 
principles.

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).
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TII”), monthly analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian 
Update”), annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly 
discussion forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Details :
The Indonesian Institute, Center for Public Policy Research

 Jl. HOS. Cokroaminoto No. 92, 
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat - 10310

Ph. (021)315-8032
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. The economy plays an important role 
as one of the fundamentals of national development. Limited resources 
have often caused the government to face obstacles in implementing 
economic policies that will optimally benefit the people. The increase in 
the quality of the people’s critical thinking has forced the government to 
conduct comprehensive studies in every decision-making process. In fact, 
the studies will not be stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies 
will be continued until the policy evaluation process.

 The implementation of regional autonomy that is based on Law No. 
32 Year 2004 has demanded bottom-up planning processes, which are 
participatory in development process. However, fiscal decentralization 
is still seen crucial particularly for people living in the regions. This can 
be seen from the high number of gap, poverty, and unemployment. 
Therefore, there is a need for effective policy formula, which has the right 
targets.

TII has research focus on fiscal decentralization and sustainable 
development issues. Fiscal decentralization issues will focus on the 
discussion on financial matters, corruption, and development of local 
infrastructure development. With regard to sustainable development, TII 
focuses on productivity, competitiveness, infrastructure development and 
development gap. On poverty issues, TII focuses its research on social 
protection, human resources and employment, and government subsidy 
policies.

 The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.



36The Indonesian Update  — Volume XII, No.6 - July 2018

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation of 
Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the legislative 
and the executive must be complemented with an academic paper. 
Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed in 
making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundations.                    

TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted using sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce more comprehensive academic papers and bills. It 
is expected that the laws and regulations will be produced through such 
participatory processes, which involve the writing of academic papers and 
also focus group discussions (FGD), which will involve the stakeholders 
related to the laws and regulations that will be discussed.

RESEARCH ON THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

Since the enactment of Law No. 22 Year 1999, which was then revised 
through Law No. 32 Year 2004 on the Local Government, powers are 
no longer centralized in the central government. Based on the Law, the 
local governments have wider autonomy to manage their own internal 
affairs. With the wider regional autonomy and obligation to create good 
governance, the local governments are demanded to be more responsive 
towards public aspirations. Therefore, public policy research has become 
more important for local governments to analyze contexts and issues in 
the regions, as well as the public’s aspirations to formulate public policies.

 In order to respond those needs, TII research in political affairs offers 
policy assessments on various policies that have already been applied or 
will be implemented. TII will look at socio-cultural, economic, legal, and 
political aspects in assessing public policies. Our research will be useful to 
assist governments in formulating policies that are in line with contexts, 
priorities, and people’s aspirations. TII also offers various breakthroughs 
of transformative policies that are in line with the Open Government 
principles’ implementation in order to increase public participation in 
policy processes.

Political Research Division of TII provides analysis and policy 
recommendations in order to generate strategic policies in the 
strengthening of democracy and the establishment of good governance 

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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both at the national and at the local levels. Political research forms that are 
offered by TII are (1) Public Policy Analysis, (2) Media Monitoring, 
(3) Mapping & Positioning Research, (4) Need Assessment 
Research, (5) Survey Indicator.

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is needed by the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women, 
children, and elderly.

 Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy Analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

EVALUATION OF A PROJECT OR A PROGRAM

One of the activities that have been performed by TII is the qualitative 
evaluations of projects or programs of non-governmental organizations 
or governments. The evaluation activities are offered by TII in stages; 
that is, mid-term evaluations of the projects/programs and also the final 
evaluations at the end of the projects/programs.

As we know, the evaluation is an important step in the implementation of a 
project or program. Mid-Term Evaluations of the projects or programs are 
intended to look at and analyze the challenges, the overall learning takes 
place during the projects or programs, and to make recommendations 
for the continuity of the projects or programs. Meanwhile, the final 
evaluations allow us to view and analyze the outcomes and the lessons 
learned to ensure the achievements of all the objectives of the projects or 
programs at the end of the projects or programs.

 Research Programs, Survey and Evaluation 
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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