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Chief of Police of the Republic of Indonesia (Police), General (Pol) Tito 
Karnavian said, current information lie (hoax) in social media is very easy to 
spread. The reason is that lying information can be made by anyone.

But the most worrying is when the information lie contains dangerous content 
for the integrity of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI).

The main report in the 2017 September edition of the Indonesian Update is “ 
Saracen: Portrait of Hoax Business in Indonesia”. On politics issues, it discusses 
“ Polemic of the statement of the TNI Commander”. On  social affairs, it talks 
about “ Drought, Homework for All of Us “.

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

.

Happy Reading.

FOREWORD
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Saracen: a Portrait of the Fake News (Hoax) 
Business in Indonesia 

Main Report

The Chief of Indonesian National Police (Kapolri), General (Pol) 
Tito Karnavian said that nowadays fake news (hoax) on social 
media was very easy to spread. The reason is that fake news can be 
made by anyone.

But, the most worrying thing is when fake news has dangerous 
content that can undermine the territorial integrity of the Unitary 
State of the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI). Moreover, the malicious 
content can be produced with a business purpose, which can be 
negatively utilized by certain particular interest groups. This has 
been allegedly done by a group called Saracen (Kompas.com, 
9/9/17).

Saracen and Cyber Crime

Saracen is the name of a group suspected of becoming a cyber 
criminal. The group is suspected of providing hate speach content 
service and has the expertise of capturing social media accounts to 
report on situations.

According to the results of investigations conducted by the Police, 
the Saracen group operated by buying social media accounts that 
had already had many followers. After that, they spread fake news 
from the accounts with a specific purpose.

The official release of the Police, as reported by various media 
outlets, mentioned that the Saracen group used more than 2,000 
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media accounts to spread hate speach content. The number of 
accounts belonging to the Saracen group network had reached a 
level of 800,000 accounts (detikNews, 29/8/17).

According to the Head of Police Public Relations Division (Humas 
Polri), Inspector General Setyo Wasisto, the solving of the Saracen 
case started from the arrest of a person with initials RK in 2016. 
Subsequently, in February 2017, the Police managed to arrest a 
perpetrator with initials RY. In July to August 2017, the Police again 
arrested the perpetrators of the SARA (ethnicity religion race and 
inter-group) content with the initials MFT (43), JAS (32) and SRN 
(32), who was a housewife that also spread the content of SARA. 
Not long ago, on Wednesday (30/8/17), the Police again also arrested 
a suspected member of the Saracen group with initials MAH. The 
police said that there was still a possibility of more suspects related 
to hate the speech cases conducted by the Saracens (Republika.
co.id, 31/8/17).

After arresting the perpetrators, the Police then conducted an 
investigation into the fund sources received by the group. The 
Head of the Public Information Bureau of Humas Polri, Brigadier 
General Rikwanto, said that Police Investigators found 14 accounts 
related to alleged criminal acts of hatred and SARA content by the 
Saracens. To prove them, the Police have been cooperating with the 
Center for Financial Transaction Reporting and Analysis (PPATK) 
, and the results have not been announced . Other findings are 
proposals containing a tariff of about Rp. 72 million per order The 
tariff  included the cost of creating a website of Rp. 15 million and 
buzzer fees for 15 buzzers of Rp. 45 million per month (Kompas, 
9/9/17).

On the other hand, the Saracen group itself is still denying all the 
charges against it. The Saracen group leader, Jasriadi (JAS), has 
denied that he was spreading hate speech on SARA. According to 
him, it was not true that they set the tariffs up to tens of millions 
of rupiah like the Police said. Jasriadi also said that he was arrested 
not because of hate speech cases, but because of the case of illegal 
access, as he fixed the account of SRN who currently became a 
suspect of hate speech (detikNews, 25/8/17).

Main Report
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This has made the public wonder whether the existence of the 
Saracens and all the cybercrime committed were true. On the 
other hand, after the arrests, some have started  assuming that the 
eradication of hoax and hate speech only targets the groups that 
have been attacking the Joko Widodo (Jokowi) government. This 
is based on the investigation results of the facebook account of 
one of the suspects. The various statuses being uploaded contain 
more criticisms of Jokowi’s current government. Some have even 
considered that the arrestd of cyber criminals seem selective.

Earlier, the Vice Speaker of the House of Representatives (DPR), 
Fadli Zon, even accused the government of applying a double 
standard in the eradication of hoax. This, according to Fadli Zon, 
can be seen from the attitude of President Jokowi who often invites 
political buzzers to the Palace. According to Fadli Zon, when it 
comes to ‘palace buzzers’, there has never been any legal actions 
against them, although their postings on social media are often 
unsettling and spark disputes in the society. For example, the buzzer, 
with the initial U, who has been invited the Palace.  According to 
Fadli Zon, this buzzer has been spreading hoaxes about Gerindra 
and Prabowo (Kompas.com, 30/8/17).

Responding to the suspicions from these parties, the Police as well 
as the Minister of Communications and Information Technology 
(Menkominfo), Rudiantara, have denied having selective measures. 
Rudiantara haa ensured that every step of action taken by 
Kemenkominfo is done fairly in accordance with Law 19 Year 2016 
on Information and Electronic Transactions (UU ITE) (Kompas.
com, 30/8/17).

The Saracens and the Dark Side of Social Media

The arrest of cyber crime syndicate Saracen, although currently 
is still under investigation, illustrates the dark side of internet and 
social media usage in Indonesia. According to the author, this 
Saracen phenomenon has opened our eyes that the current fake 
news is not just news that is made by the people to ‘play around’, 
or the news is not true because the newsmakers lack of reference 
or knowledge.

In reality, there is a phenomenon of hoax news that has been 
produced as a business or an industry by certain groups. Especially, 

Main Report
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false rumors are produced and sold to threaten the unity of the 
NKRI, to cause unrest in the community, or to be used as tools of 
political interest.

So, this needs to get an extra serious attention, not only fr the 
government but also from the community. The author believes 
that it is likely to be other groups that abuse social media like the 
Saracens, spreading hate-speech, politicizing the issues of racial  
and destructive understanding of intolerance in Indonesia. During 
January to April 2017, Kemenkominfo received 5864 complaints 
about negative content, where the most dominant negative content 
was fake news (detikNews, 29/8/17).

 

Related to this Saracen phenomenon, the Police, Kemenkominfo 
and all related parties are expected to immediately trace and 
thoroughly investigate other syndicate crime groups. In addition, 
there should be strict law enforcement through severe punishments 
for the perpetrators of cyber crime through UU ITE.

The author appreciate the Government’s efforts through 
Kemenkominfo to better organize the applications and content. One 
of them is by launching the Content Ticketing System, a system 
where people can file complaints against negative content and can 
see the extent to which the follow-up process of the complaint is 
running.

In addition to the Government, the community’s contribution is 
needed to prevent the negative impact of internet or media abuse. 
The author realizes that there are still many parts of our society 
that are lazy to check, recheck and crosscheck, or clarify when they 
get information. Our society is still very easily provoked and believe 
in the issues gained. This is what makes groups like the Saracens 
exist and succeed in fulfilling their mission.

Therefore, efforts to increase public literacy related to the positive 
and negative sides of the internet are very necessary. Communities 
need to get confirmation when they get

 news for example by looking for news references from official news 
sites.

Main Report
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In addition to supporting the movement of eradication of hoax 
news, the community can contribute actively by reporting if it 
gets or finds news hoax, both from news sites and social media. 
For this the public can take advantage of hoax news reporting 
features provided by social media such as the status report feature 
on Facebook, feedback feature on Google, and feature tweet 
report on Twitter. Negative news content may also be reported to 
aduankonten@mail.kominfo.go.id or the data.turnbackhoax.id page 
provided by Masyarakat Indonesia Anti Hoax.

- Zihan Syahayani -

Currently, fake news has 
moved into a business 
field. It is a picture of 
the dark world of the 
internet and social 
media. Therefore, as a 
socially wise society, we 
need to cultivate checks, 
rechecks and crosschecks, 
or clarifications when we 
get information.

Main Report
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The Polemics over the Statement 
of the TNI Commander

Politic

The circulation of Indonesian Military (TNI) Commander Army 
General Gatot Nurmantyo’s recorded voice during a gathering of 
the TNI Commander and TNI retired Generals at the TNI Head-
quarters in Cilangkap, East Jakarta, on Friday 22 September 2017, 
has created polemics in the community.

At the event, the TNI Commander mentioned that according to 
intelligence reports that he received, there had been efforts to pur-
chase 5,000 military weapons by non-military institutions. In ad-
dition, in the recording, the TNI Commander also stated that the 
Indonesian National Police (INP) was not allowed to have weapons 
that could target TNI war machines. If INP was trying to purchase 
military weapons, then TNI was ready to launch attacks against 
INP. (Tempo.co, 24/9/17). Suddenly, the statement of TNI Com-
mander has sparked controversy and polemics in the public sphere.

Immediately, in an effort to cool down the tension and to not pro-
long the polemics, the Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal 
and Security Affairs, Army General (retired) Wiranto corrected 
the statement of the TNI Commander. Wiranto asserted that the 
statement was not true. Wiranto also said that the subject mat-
ter was the miscommunication between the TNI Commander, the 
Chief of the State Intelligence Agency (BIN), and the Chief of Po-
lice about the procurement of 500 weapons for the State Intelli-
gence School (politik.rmol.co, 24/9/17).

Seeing the Statement in a Civil-Military Relations Perspec-
tive

Responding to the statement of the TNI Commander, the author 
tries to see it from the perspective of civil and military relations. 
According to the approach of civil military relations, the author 
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considers that the statement of the TNI Commander is a form of 
military intervention over civil authorities. Samuel E. Finer in his 
book The Man on Horseback: The Role of the Military in Politics 
(1998), states that interventions can be done through; (1) normal 
constitutional channels; (2) collusion and / or competition with civil 
authorities; (3) intimidation of civil authority; (4) threats by refusing 
to cooperate and / or by violence against civil authorities; (5) fail-
ure to defend civilian authorities against violence; and (6) violence 
against civil authorities.

Then, there are two factors causing the military to intervene; 
namely, external factors and internal factors. Re the internal fac-
tors, according to Samuel E. Finer (1998), motivation factors are 
usually very influential in causing the military to intervene or not. 
The factors include several motivations, such as the ultimate goal of 
the Military, the encouragement of national interests, the interests 
of the group covering class interests, regional interests, corps inter-
ests, and individual interests.

Meanwile, re the external factors, Amos Perlmutter in the book 
Military and Politics (2000), mentions that there are two condi-
tions that provide an opportunity for the military to intervene. 
The first one is social conditions. A country whose social condi-
tions are weak, then the interests of the group will be spread in 
high frequency. If the state structure is weak, then political insti-
tutions are not functioning effectively and thus social control will 
be ineffective. Because channels of communications are hampered, 
the Military has an opportunity to intervene. The second one is the 
political conditions. Military intervention arises from civil issues. In 
many cases, the Military’s return to civilian domains is due to civil-
ian groups seeking support for the Military, when civilian political 
structures are fragmented into political factions and when consti-
tutional infrastructure is not working.

In accordance with the above-mentioned opinion, the author ar-
gues that the statement of the TNI Commander was a form of in-
tervention. The reason why the writer said so is that in the case of 
the information on 5,000 weapons, the author maintains that the 
TNI Commander should be able to coordinate and to confirm to 
the authority of the Ministry of Defense regarding the information 
of procurement of weapons.  According to the Regulation of the 
Minister of Defense No. 7 of 2010 on Guidelines on Licensing, Su-
pervision, Control of Arms in the Ministry of Defense and TNI, the 

Politic
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permit authority lies with the Ministry of Defense, not with TNI.
The statement of the TNI Commander showed that there was no 
synchrony between the Ministry of Defense and the TNI, whereas, 
the TNI and the Defense Ministry should actually go hand in hand. 
They should not compete with each other over authority.

The statement about the police institution was also inappropriate. 
If there is a problem, it should be resolved under the authority of 
the President as the Commander-in-Chief, not by attacking other 
institutions.

Then the author also sees that the external factors as Amos Perl-
mutter say have become the main trigger for military intervention 
into the civil realm in Indonesia, especially in the political arena 
ahead of the political year in 2019. Therefore, according to the au-
thor, President Joko Widodo should immediately strengthen the 
consolidation of his government, while at the same time maintain-
ing the rules of the game according to the prevailing Constitution.

Then, the period ahead of the political year will be a test for TNI. 
TNI must keep its commitment to carry out TNI reform as an ef-
fort to make TNI in line with its identity: as the people’s army, the 
army of fighters, the national army, and the professional army.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono  -

Politic
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Drought: Homework for All of Us

The National Agency for Disaster Management (BNPB) estimates 
that the drought experienced by many regions in Indonesia will last 
until October 2017, as most of the island of Java is currently expe-
riencing the peak of the dry season and will enter the beginning of 
the rainy season in October-November 2017.

The situation of Drought in Some Areas

Currently, 105 districts / cities, 715 sub-districts, and 2,726 villages 
in Java and Nusa Tenggara are experiencing drought. As a result, 
about 3.9 million people are being affected by the drought and need 
clean water supplies.

In West Nusa Tenggara; for example, drought struck 318 villages in 
71 sub-districts scattered in Patchouli district covering West Lom-
bok, North Lombok, Central Lombok, East Lombok, Sumbawa, 
Dompu, Bima and Kota Bima. A total of 640,048 people, or 127,940 
families, are being affected by the drought.

Sutopo said that in nine districts in East Nusa Tenggara (NTT) it 
was reported that there had been emergency drought as many wa-
ter springs had begun to dry up. The nine districts that have report-
ed emergency drought are East Flores, Rote Ndao, North Central 
Timor (TTU), Belu, Malacca, East Sumba, Central Sumba, South-
west Sumba and Sabu Raijua.

Drought has also affected 56,334 hectares of agricultural land. As 
a result, 18,516 hectares of agricultural land have failed to harvest.
The Attitudes in Facing Drought.

For Indonesia, the role of the agricultural sector is still undeniably 
large. The role of the agricultural sector for Indonesia is a provid-
er of food sources for the people, the source of national income, 

Social
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employment opportunities, investment resources, and foreign ex-
change (Insyafiah, et.al, 2014)

The government cannot remain silent and should help farmers who 
are still dependent on rainfalls. But, the first thing that should be 
done is to prepare a mapping of the drought-prone areas. A com-
prehensive map with visible local conditions will ease any govern-
ment interventions to address the impacts of the drought.

Then, the concrete, direct action that the government can take is 
to provide (in the form of rotational assistance or borrowing) soil 
and cultivation tools, such as water pumps, hand tractors and plant-
ing machines. The types of tools should adapt to varying local con-
ditions.

In addition, the government needs to ensure the availability of seeds 
and fertilizers with good quantity and quality in the community. To 
do this, the monitoring of the distribution channels for the supply 
of these materials is very important. This is because, as we know, 
one of the factors that have caused seeds and fertilizers not distrib-
uted to farmers is the existence of unscrupulous people who hoard 
and sell them at unreasonable prices. There should be strict govern-
ment oversight over this matter.

Another thing to look out for from this drought is its continued im-
pacts. For example, drought can cause land fires. This means that 
preventive measures are needed for massive land fires in 2015, 
which amounted to 2.6 million hectares (Mongabay.co.id, 23/01) 
and caused a loss at a level of 220 trillion rupiahs (news.detik.com, 
23/01), can be prevented.

Local Initiatives Need to Be Appreciated and Developed

There are many local initiatives to save areas from drought. Some 
of these areas are as follows. The establishments of embung in Wai-
wai Village, Latimojong Village, Buntu Batu Sub-District, and Du-
sun Landoke, Pasui Village, Pasui District Enrekang Regency, South 
Sulawesi (Mongabay.co.id, 2015). Embung is a storage pond used 
to contain and store water. The water is flowed into rice fields and 
farmers’ gardens in rotation. The existence of a useful embungpro-
vides water in the dry season and retains water in the rainy season.
Another story is in Patemon Village, Tengaran District, Semarang, 
Central Java (Mongabay.co.id, 2016). The absorption wells made 
by residents in the front yard sand / or back yards of their homes can 

Social
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hold enough water to be used in the preparations for the drought 
season. The rainwater absorbing wells can absorb everything to the 
absorption wells.

There are still many other stories related to the initiatives to over-
come the drought in different areas. They are well aware that in 
order to realize their desire to become farmers and prosperous citi-
zens, they must find ways to make their daily activities of farming 
unhindered, including during the dry season. Village sovereignty is 
required if the government wants to realize sovereignty at a higher 
level.

Finally, the settling of drought problems is the responsibility of all 
sectors and all circles, including all elements of the government, the 
private sector and also the community itself.

- Lola Amelia -

Finally, the settling of 
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

TII has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Gedung Pakarti Center Lt. 7
Jl. Tanah Abang 3 No. 23-27 Jakarta Pusat 10160

Tlp : (021) 38901937 Fax. : (021) 34832486
Email: contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FGD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS
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Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy Analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

One of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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