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The Constitutional Court (MK), through MK Decision Number 137/PUU-
XIII/2015, annulled the rules on the authority of the Minister of Home Affairs 
(Mendagri) to cancel local government regulations (Perdas).

The judicial review of Law No. 23/2014 on the authority of the Mendagri to 
revoke Perda was submitted by the Association of District Governments of 
Indonesia (Apkasi) and friends in 2015.

The main report in the April 2017 edition of the Indonesian Update is “ Who is 
Authorized to Cancel Local Government Regulations?”. On politics issues, it 
discusses “ Looking at the Implementation of the Second Round of the Jakarta 
Regional Elections”. On social affairs, it talks about “ Wisely Responding to 
Natural Disasters “.

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FOREWORD
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Who is Authorized to Cancel 
Local Government Regulations?

Main Report

The Constitutional Court (MK), through MK Decision Number 137/
PUU-XIII/2015, annulled the rules on the authority of the Minister 
of Home Affairs (Mendagri) to cancel local government regulations 
(Perdas). The decision was taken by the Panel of MK Justices in 
the Session of Case No. 137/PUU-XIII/2015 on the Judicial Review 
of Law Number 23 Year 2014 on Local Governments (Law No. 
23/2014) against the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia 
(UUD NRI 1945) on Wednesday, April 4, 2017 at the Constitutional 
Court Building (Kompas.com, 05/04/17).

The Special Staff to the President for Communication, Johan Budi, 
revealed that President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) respected the MK 
decision on the cancellation of Mendagri authority to revoke Perdas 
(Kompas.com, 07/04/17). On the other hand, Tjahjo Kumolo as 
Mendagri very regretted the decision.

According to Tjahjo Kumolo, Perdas are the domain of the 
executive, especially in terms of canceling Perdas that clearly hamper 
investment. The removal of the Mendagri authority in revoking 
perdas will have implications on the Government’s programs,  such 
as deregulation programs to integrate investments at the Central 
Government level and at the Local Government level (Kompas.
com, 06/04/17).

According to Diani Sadiawati, an Expert Staff to the Head of 
Bappenas, MK Decision No. 137 / PUU-XII / 2015 is actually intended 
to encourage the Government to improve the mechanisms of 
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publishing Perdas. Improved mechanisms can reduce the possibility 
of many perdas being problematic after being issued. On the other 
hand, the MK decision has also raised a problem, in terms of the 
cancellation mechanisms of Perdas being judicially reviewed by the 
Supreme Court, considering that the high number of problematic 
Perdas (hukumonline.com, 10/04/17).

Questioning the Constitutional Court’s Decision

The judicial review of Law No. 23/2014 on the authority of the 
Mendagri to revoke Perda was submitted by the Association of 
District Governments of Indonesia (Apkasi) and friends in 2015. 
In the petition, the petitioners requested that the regulation on 
the cancellation of Perdas, as regulated in Article 251 of Law No. 
23/2014 be canceled by MK. In addition, there were also requests 
that Article 9, Article 11, Article 12, Article 13, Article 14, Article 
15, Article 16, Article 17, Article 21, Article 27, and Article 28 of 
Law No. 23/2014 be considered having no binding legal force.

Of the several arguments in the petition filed by the Petitioners, 
MK only accepted some of them that were related to the authority 
of Mendagri to revoke Perdas, as stipulated in Article 251 of Law 
No. 23/2014. For the other arguments, MK declared that they were 
unacceptable and rejected.

In its decision, MK declares “To accept the petitioners ‘petition 
during the examination of Article 251 Paragraph (2), Paragraph (3), 
Paragraph (8) and Paragraph (4) of Article 251 on the phrase’ ... 
the cancellation of Regency/City Regulations as being referred to in 
Paragraph (2) shall be stipulated by the decree of the Governor as 
the representative of the Central Government (Law No. 23 of 2014 
on Local Governments).

The MK Decision has been regreted by many parties. The authority 
of Mendagri  was considered as a breakthrough in clearing local 
government regulations that hamper bureaucracy, for example in the 
regulations on investment, taxes and levies. The legal consequences 
of this decision are that the Mendagri no longer has the authority 
to cancel Perdas that are subject to higher regulations, whose level 
of implementation is considered problematic or contrary to public 
interests (Tempo.co, 07/04/17).

Main Report
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Previously in 2016, Mendagri had canceled 3,143 Perdas, including 
1765 Perdas/ Electoral Regions/cities that were revoked/revised 
by Mendagri. There were 111 Decrees/decisions  revoked by the 
Mendagri, and 1267 Perdas/Perkadas revoked by Governors (www.
kemendagri.go.id, 20/06/16).

However, MK considered that Perdas were legal products made 
by the executive and legislative  regionally or locally; namely, 
the Local Governments (Pemdas) and the Regional Housez of 
Representatives (DPRDs). The position of Perdas, both at the 
Provincial and Regency/City levels, in the legislative hierarchy, is 
under the law (UU). This is regulated in Article 7 of Law No. 12 
Year 2011 on the Establishment of Laws and Regulations (Law No. 
12/2011).

As legal products under the Law, local regulations should not be 
unilaterally cancelled by the executive through Mendagri. It must 
be cancelled through a judicial review conducted by the Supreme 
Court. This is in accordance with the authority of the Supreme 
Court, as stipulated in the provisions of Paragraph 1 of Article 24 of 
the 1945 Constitution, to examine legislation under the law against 
the law.

The question is that whether the mechanism of cancellation of 
Perdas through the judicial review in the Supreme Court is the right, 
effective choice,  considering the total number of autonomous regions 
in Indonesia today is 542 regions, consisting of 34 Provinces, 415 
regencies/districts and 93 Cities (Kemendagri, 2014). We can imagine 
how many  Perdas that will accumulate in the Supreme Court. Another 
issue is how much the civil society must pay if they want to apply for a 
judicial review of these problematic perdas later on.

Authority and Cancellation Mechanism of Perda

Theoretically, there are several models of legislation or legal 
reviews. The first one is the legal review of a certain norm, through 
judicial mechanism, against higher norms. Such a review is known 
as a judicial review. In Indonesia, judicial reviews are conducted by 
judicial authority institutions; namely, MK and MA. According to 
the Constitution, MK is authorized to examine the constitutionality 
of  Laws (UUs) against the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of 

Main Report
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Indonesia. While, MA is authorized to examine the laws and 
regulations under Laws (UU) againts the Laws (UU) (Jimly 
Asshiddiqie, 2006).

The second one is the legal review by legislative bodies or known 
as a legislative review. Legislative bodies such as legislators have the 
right to review or amend legislations. The third one is legal review 
conducted by the executive, or otherwise known as the executive 
reviews. The executive reviews authorize the executive to examine 
legislations that may be revoked if they are deemed contrary to 
higher laws and public interest (Imam Soebechi, 2012).

In Indonesia, the practice of executive review is regulated in local 
government regulations (Perdas), in which  the central government 
may revoke Perdas if the central government has an opinion that 
the Perda is deemed to be contrary to higher laws and /or contrary 
to public interests.

According to the provisions of Law No. 23/2014, it is affirmed 
that the Government has the authority to conduct supervision 
over the implementation of local governments. Even though the 
State of Indonesia recognizes regional autonomy, it continues to be 
implemented in accordance with the principles of a unitary state. 
One form of the central oversight over the regions is the executive 
review of Perdas and regulations of regional heads (Perkadas).

Thus, both the judicial review and the executive review are equally 
relevant concepts to be used in the Perda review, which is deemed 
to be contrary to higher legislations and/or contrary to public 
interests.

According to the author, if we want to be consistent with the 
definition of Law No. 12/2011, then Perdas as legal products under 
the Law should be revoked through the mechanism of judicial 
review by MA. This means that Law No. 23/2014 on the authority 
of Mendagri to cancel Perdas should be corrected so that it will not 
be contrary to the Law No. 12/2011 as well as to the authority of 
the Supreme Court in the examination of the laws and regulations 
in Paragraph Article 24 of the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of 
Indonesia.

Main Report
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However, if the consideration is re the nature of the existence of 
Perda and the effectiveness review of Perda, the author agrees 
with one of the court’s dissenting opinions; that is, the one on the 
position of the President as the holder of governmental powers.

Although according to Article 18 of the 1945 Constitution of the 
Republic of Indonesia, the regions are granted with the widest 
possible autonomy to administer the governments, the last 
person in charge of the administration remains the President. The 
President has a legal interest to ensure that the administration 
of the governments under his responsibility, in this case the local 
government, is not incompatible with higher legislations, public 
order and/or morality. Thus, it is constitutional if the President 
through Mendagri and the Governors as the representatives of the 
Central Government in the Regions shall be authorized to revoke 
Perdas (vide Decision of the Constitutional Court No. 137 / PUU-
XIII / 2015, pp. 216).

But, as a unitary state and a state of law at the same time, the State 
of Indonesia needs to ensure legal certainty for the people. As a 
middle way, the author recommends that Perdas be reviewed by 
both MA and Mendagri. For a Perda that has been issued, given 
a number and entered into the regional gazette, , the reviewing 
should be done through a judicial review in the MA.

Meanwhile, the role of the Central Government, through Mendagri, 
in the supervision of the local governments through the executive 
review, can be done in a preventive manner against the draft Perdas. 
This is more accurately referred to as the executive review against 
the draft. This means that the Government needs to be more serious 
and more strict in supervising or guarding the drafting of the Perdas 
to filter the draftz before becoming Perdas. So, this is expected to 
prevent or at least to reduce the cases of Perdas that are contrary 
to higher legislations and/or contrary to public interests.

- Zihan Syahayani -

The practice of political 
corruption committed by 
politicians and officials 
of state institutions is a 
dangerous action that 
threatens the future of 
this nation

Main Report
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Looking at the Implementation of the Second 
Round of the Jakarta Regional Elections

Politics

The Jakarta direct elections (Pilkada) in 2017  were over. According 
to the recapitulation of the KPU C1 forms, the  Anies Baswedan - 
Sandiaga Uno pair was the winner,  garnering 57.95 percent of the 
votes. The pair, which was endorsed by Gerindra and PKS, won 
3,240,057 votes from Jakarta residents. Meanwhile, the Basuki 
Tjahaja Purnama (Ahok) -Djarot Saiful Hidayat pair managed to 
get 42.05 percent of the votex. The pair, which secured 2,351,141 
votes, was supported by PDIP, Golkar, Hanura, and Nasdem ( https: 
//pilkada2017.kpu.go.id/hasil/2/t1/dki_jakarta, 20/4).

Issues in the 2017 Dki Jakarta Regional Election
The implementation of the Jakarta direct elections was the most 
highlighted among the 101 pilkadas conducted simultaneously in the 
year 2017. The implementation of elections that cost Rp 478 billion 
was not without shortcomings.

After the first round, the KPU announced the conclutions of the 
evaluation of the first round of the elections. The first was related 
to human resources (HR) in the election. The second was about 
the problems re the permanent voters list (DPT). The third was on 
the voting logistics. Even though KPU failed to provide a sufficient 
number of ballots. As a result, in the field many polling stations ran 
out of ballots. The fourth was technical problems in the implemen-
tation, such as sudden removal of TPSs, the problematic distribu-
tion of C6 forms, and some racial and religious issues  (liputan6.
com, 26/2).

Meanwhile, in the second round, the Chair of Jakarta Supervisory 
Agency (Bawaslu), Mimah Susanti, said that the main problem in 
the second round the 2017 Jakarta election was the shortage of 
ballot papers. But, Bawaslu did not receive any public complaints 
regarding the issue. The shortage of the ballots was resolved by the 
distribution of the remaining ballot papers from a number of polling 
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stations. There were also intimidations to voters. Bawaslu found 
cases of intimidations that occurred in the Petamburan Village Vil-
lage TPS, Central Jakarta and the Kamal Village TPS, North Ja-
karta. Both cases are now being handled by the Police. There were 
also intimidations against citizens to choose one  of the  pairs.  (Tri-
bunnews.com, 21/4).

The actual cases of intimidatios did not only transpired at the time 
of second voting. Intimidations even happened after the first round. 
Jakarta KPU recorded a number of cases of intimidations against 
voters or the public during the elections of regional head (Pilkada) 
in the second round. Commissioner of DKI Jakarta Dahlia Umar re-
vealed that the intimidations were in the forms  writing on banners 
that indirectly forced people to choose a certain candidate. What 
these actors did was disrupting the right of the people to make their 
own choices., Ahead of the second round of the elections, there 
were many banners that banned Muslims from praying for de-
ceased Muslims whose Ahok-Djarot supporters. This was  because 
Ahok was considered as a blasphemous person and a potential in-
fidel leader.  Bawaslu put down 632 provocative banners and 630 
campaign-related banners. (cnnindonesia, 1/4).

Foreign Media’s Coverage on Jakarta Regional Head Elections
DKI Jakarta elections were not free from local and international 
media coverage. The author quoted some news from foreign media 
as reported by Kompas.com, including Al Jazeera, reporting that 
Ahok who was “on trial for religious defamation”, Anies won the 
race “after a divisive religious campaign.” According to the results 
of quick counts by 10 survey agencies, “The Christian governor of 
Jakarta” was defeated after a “campaign that underlined religious 
and racial differences in the world’s largest Muslim country.” The 
New York Times (NYT) reported that Ahok lost “in a fierce battle 
widely viewed as a religious and ethnic tolerance test.” CNN said, 
“Ahok’s defeat” is likely to be seen as a victory for conservative 
Muslims in Indonesia, who have been campaigning strongly against 
the Chinese. Meanwhile, the Associated Presse (AP) news agency 
says Baswedan has received support from conservative clerics who 
oppose non-Muslim as leaders. The campaign period has damaged 
Indonesia’s moderate Islam reputation (kompas.com, 20/4).

Responding to the media coverage of a number of foreign media 
outlets, Deputy Secretary General of the Indonesian Ulema Coun-
cil (MUI) Amirsyah Tambunan stated that MUI rejected foreign me-
dia coverage on the victory of Anies Baswedan and Sandiaga Uno 

Politics
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as the victory of radical Islam in Jakarta. According to Amirsyah, 
the DKI Jakarta elections held on Wednesday (19/4), had been im-
plemented democratically. A number of foreign media outlets also 
gave a similar response that Anies-Sandi’s victory was a hard-line 
Islamic victory. Amirsyah said the foreign media coverage did not 
present valid facts. He asserted that the reality was that voters and 
supporters of Anies-Sandi were from various backgrounds. Event 
non-Muslim groups provided support (republika.co.id, 21/4).

Reconciliation after the Jakarta Regional Elections
The Jakarta elections that seemed to have divided the citizens of 
Jakarta ended in an orderly and peaceful fashion. The fears of riots 
did not materialise. The Indonesian National Police assisted by the 
TNI managed to secure the capital city.

In addition, speeches by Anies Baswedan and Ahok after the quick 
count results by a number of survey agencies were issued became 
the key to easing the tensions between the two camps’ supporters. 
The next day, Anies Baswedan met Ahok at the City Hall of DKI 
Jakarta (20/4). The two figures who had  previously competed in 
the elections then called on both supporters to reconcile.

Conclusions
The DKI Jakarta elections have divided not just Jakarta residents 
but also almost all of the people of Indonesia. Blasphemy allegation 
and intimidations against the two supporters of the candidate pairs 
had heated up the political tension in Jakarta. Apart from the issues 
of intimidations and the use of religious sentiments in the 2017 Ja-
karta elections, the author see there are some good aspects coming 
out of the Jakarta elections. 

The first aspect was voter participation. If you look at the number 
of voters in the Jakarta elections, it was very high. The participa-
tion rate of the people using voting rights in the second round was 
at a level of 78 percent compared to that of 75.75 percent in the 
first round. This exceedes the national target of a level of 77.5 per-
cent (kompas.com, 20/4).

The second aspect was transparency through the Vote Count 
Information System (Situng). The calculation of C1 forms data 
through Situng was part of building transparency in terms of elec-
tions in Indonesia. The community could directly access the vote 
count based on C1 forms.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono -

Politics

The implementation of 
local elections in DKI 
was the most highlighted 
pilkada among the 101 
pilkadas conducted 
simultaneously in year 
2017
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Wisely Responding to Natural Disasters

News of natural disasters have often been reported lately in the 
media. Indonesia is prone to many types of disasters, such as floods, 
droughts, hurricanes, tsunamis, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, 
fires, and so on. In general, there are disastrous events that occur 
repeatedly every year. This has then caused us to often regard di-
sasters as commonplace, without preparing to anticipate them or 
also not setting up any disaster prevention strategies to minimize 
the losses caused. As we all know,  the disadvantages caused by di-
sasters are not only material but also non-material, including death.
The National Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) said that nat-
ural disasters that occurred in Indonesia had been increasing every 
year from 2008 to 2016. It is predicted that a number of natural di-
sasters will re-occur this year. At the beginning of 2017 alone (until 
the end of February) there were 303 natural disasters with a num-
ber of fatalities reaching a level of 19 people died. There were also 
178,604 people suffering and thousands of homes damaged.

The definition of disaster in Law Number 24 Year 2007 on Disaster 
Management is as follows: a disaster is an event or a series of events 
tht threatens and disrupts the life and livelihood of the community, 
which is caused by both natural factors and / or nonnatural factors 
as well as human factors. A disaster has resulted in the occurrence 
of human casualties, environmental damages, property losses, and 
psychological impacts.

Disasters in reality lead to (1) changing life patterns from normal 
conditions, (2) harming human property, (3) destroying the social 
fabric of the community, and (4) raising up personal / community 
needs. Therefore, disasters tends to occur in vulnerable commu-
nities, and will make communities more vulnerable. Community 
vulnerability begins with the unsafe physical, social and economic 
environments attached to it.

Social
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The Right Response to Disasters
Total risk reduction is basically applying prudential principles at ev-
ery stage of disaster risk management. Disaster risk management is 
an activity that covers aspects of disaster planning and mitigation. 
Disaster risk management is a conceptual framework focused on 
reducing threats and potential losses, and not on disaster manage-
ment and its consequences.

A disaster management cycle needs to be done in full. If one does 
not understand this cycle, it could be done one by one. Prevention, 
such as to reduce the risks that will happen to us, will not bring new 
risks for others. Prevention can go hand in hand with mitigation ef-
forts.

Responding to multidimensional and multi-stakeholder disaster 
management challenges, BNPB and the Regional Disaster Manage-
ment Agency (BPBD) should seek to increase capacity in various 
sectors, such as human resources, institutions and synergy of vari-
ous parties.

BNPB itself has challenges related to the readiness of human re-
sources, national control and trickle down to the provinces and dis-
tricts / cities and other sub-districts. An example is the unclear line 
of management related to disaster management.

 Another related issue is the multisectoral approach in disaster man-
agement. It is necessary and must build a sense of ownership of 
the parties. The next thing to do is to improve coordination among 
stakeholders and policy actors to build mutual trust and have a 
common understanding that disaster management works should be 
done together.

What is important in dealing with disasters is to ensure maximum 
participation from the community. BPBD and related agencies can 
improve preparedness and capacity in the context of disaster pre-
vention, not just disaster response.

Still related to participation, in various disaster management activi-
ties, gender issues are often ignored. A strong understanding is that 
men will be more alert and agile in dealing with disasters, so men 
are included in disaster response trainings.

It is often forgotten that disasters can come anywhere, anytime and 
under any conditions, such as conditions without men for example. 
Here women and children are more vulnarable victims.

Social
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This has  become our challenge and homework; that us, linking gen-
der issues and raising awareness of the importance of gender issues 
related to disasters.

- Lola Amelia -

Social

Disaster management 
cycle needs to be done 
in full. If one does not 
understand this cycle, 
it could be done one by 
one.
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

TII has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Gedung Pakarti Center Lt. 7
Jl. Tanah Abang 3 No. 23-27 Jakarta Pusat 10160

Tlp : (021) 38901937 Fax. : (021) 34832486
Email: contact@theindonesianinstitute.com

www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FGD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS
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Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy Analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

One of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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