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The arrest of Patrialis Akbar by the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) 
on Thursday, January 26, 2017 has shocked many parties. The credibility of 
the Constitutional Court (MK) is questioned by the public. What is wrong with 
MK? What needs to be corrected from the Court?

The main report in the February 2017 edition of the Indonesian Update is “  
Correcting the Constitutional Court Judge Selection System “. On political 
affairs, it discusses, “ Looking at the Indonesian Democracy “. On social affairs, 
it talks about, “ Women’s Participation In Local elections in 2017”.

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FOREWORD
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Correcting the Recruitment System of 
Constitutional Court Judges

Main Report

The arrest of Patrialis Akbar by the Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK) on Thursday, January 26, 2017 has made many 
people shocked. The credibility of the Constitutional Court (MK) 
was questioned by the public. This is the second time a constitutional 
judge became entangled in a corruption case, in the form of bribery.

In 2013, a bribery case had ensnared then Chief Justice of the 
Constitutional Court, Akil Mochtar, in the case of the handling the 
Regional Head Elections in Gunung Mas and Lebak districts. The 
case ended up in the Supreme Court with a verdict in the form of a 
life imprisonment for Akil Mochtar.

Patrialis allegedly received a bribe of 20,000 and 200,000 Singapore 
dollars (2.15 billion rupiahs) from someone named Basuki Hariman, 
a meat importer, to intervene the judicial review process of Law 
Number 41/2014 on Animal Husbandry and Animal Health (Animal 
Husbandry and Health Law). Although he denied that he accepted 
bribes and confessed to the media that he felt wronged, Patrialis 
ultimately remain in custody (Tempo.co, 30/01/17).

In this case, Patrialis is being charged with Article 12 c of Law 
Number 20/2001 on the Amendment to the Law Number 31/1999 
on the Eradication of Corruption (Corruption Law) jo. Article 55 
paragraph (1) Law Book of Criminal Law (Criminal Code) (news.
detik.com, 06/02/17). The article stipulates the punishment for 
judges who accept gifts or promises to influence a case that is 
assigned to them for trial.
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What is happening with MK?

Corruption cases that dragged constitutional judges have also raised 
a lot of questions from various parties. What’s going on with MK? 
What is wrong with MK? What needs to be corrected from the 
Court? the question have been frequently asked after  constitutional 
judge, Patrialis Akbar was named a suspect in a bribery case.

In its developments, Patrialis Akbar finally sent a letter of resignation 
as a constitutional judge on Monday, January 30, 2017. Although 
Patrialis had resigned, Honorary Judge Constitutional Council 
(MKMK) proceedings for Patrialis were still conducted. The 
decision of MKMK would be the basis for the Court to determine 
the issuance of the recommendation on Patrialis’ dismissal to the 
President.

After going through the trial process, MKMK ultimately decided a 
dishonorable dismissal for Patrialis Akbar from the Constitutional 
Court. The reason for the dismissal was that Patrialis had 
been proven guilty for serious violations, arrested by the KPK, 
named as a suspect, and detained at the KPK Detention Center 
(m.metrotvnews.com, 16/02/17).

Again, the integrity of judges has been tainted by inappropriate 
actions committed by a handful of actors. Many people are also 
concerned about MK. Moreover, these cases have occured when 
many people are trying to fix the criminal justice system. In addition, 
these events have created the impression that the MK does not 
support the efforts to eradicate corruption.

One of them was expressed by the Coordinator of the Law and 
Justice Division of Indonesia Corruption Watch (ICW), Tama S. 
Langkun. According to him, some of the court decisions also prevent 
efforts to eradicate corruption. Some examples were the decisions 
on the extensions of pretrial objects, including the establishment of 
suspects, searches and seizures. Another example was the decision 
of the Court g for cancellation of Article 7 letter g of Law Number 
8 Year 2015 on the Regional Head Elections (Elections Law), 
which resulted in ex-convicts can contest the elections (Tempo.co, 
27/01/17).

Main Report
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Boeyamin Saiman, the Coordinator of Indonesian Anti-Corruption 
Society (MAKI) has also asked the Ethics Council of the Court 
to not only examine Patrialis Akbar but also to examine other 
constitutional judges. Patrialis’arrest according to him has proven 
the existence of bribery that occurs in the Court. He is worried 
that bribery also occurs in the judicial review of other laws, such 
as the Corruption Act (Kompas.com, 29/01/17). This shows the 
community’s renewed strength, concerns and doubts about the 
independence, impartiality and integrity of the Court.

Correcting the Selection System of Constitutional 
Court Judges

The Constitutional Court (MK) was formed to ensure that the 
constitution as the supreme law can be enforced properly. Therefore, 
MK is commonly referred to as the guardian of the Constitution. As 
one of the major institutions in the judicial power, MK of course, 
will need to maintain its independence from any form of judicial 
corruption (corruption in judicial practice). The goal is to maintain 
the dignity and authority of the Court in public eye.

The independence of judges is guaranteed by law and justice, and 
it is a precondition for the realization of the ideals of state law. The 
independence principle of judges is something that must be realized 
in examining and deciding cases. The independence is reflected 
in various things, one of which is the appointment or selection 
(recruitment) of judges (Abd. Rashid As’ad, 2013). Therefore, the 
process of recruitment of judges is an important part to note in 
order to realize the independence of judicial authorities, including 
the Constitutional Court.

The Constitutional Judge candidates under Article 24 C of 
Paragraph (3) of The Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia 
Year 1945 (UUD NRI 1945), are nominated by the Supreme Court 
(MA), the House of Representatives (DPR), and the President (3 
candidates by each nominator). The final choice is determined by 
the President. The selection and election procedures,  according to 
the Article 19 of Law Number 24/2003 on the Constitutional Court 

Main Report
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(UU No.24/2003 or MK Law), are implemented in a transparent 
and participatory way

Meanwhile, Article 20 of the MK Law regulates the provisions 
concerning the procedures for the selection, election and nomination 
of constitutional judges. These will be conducted by MA, DPR, 
and the President objectively and accountable. This is where the 
problem starts. MA, DPR, and the President have different selection 
mechanisms, which not all of them are open.

According to Fajrul Falaakh, an expert in Constitutional Law from 
the University of Gadjah Mada, during the selection of constitutional 
judges in the DPR, the process seems open as there is a selection 
committee. But the openness of recruitment by DPR is only to 
legitimize the selection of constitutional judges from members of 
the Commission III of the DPR. This was seen in the selections of 
judges in the DPR in 2003, 2008, 2009 and 2013. The end results 
were the dominance of “the coalition supporting the President” 
in the MK body. The selections conducted in the MA were also 
not transparent in 2008, 2010 and 2013. Meanwhile, the selections 
made by the President were also not transparent in 2008, 2011 
and 2013 (Vide Constitutional Court Decision No. 1-2 / PUU-XII 
/ 2014: p. 62).

In 2013, after Akil Mochtar’ arrest, the Government started to seek 
and improve the selection system of constitutional judges through 
Government Regulation in Lieu of Law Number 1 year 2013 
(Perppu No. 1/2013). Perppu No.1/2013 was finally enacted into 
Law Number 4 year 2014 (UU No. 4/2014) as a replacement for 
MK Law which is UU No. 24/2003. UU No. 4/2014 jo. Perppu No. 
1/2013 as the new MK Law sets up a Panel of Experts, which will 
conduct fit and proper test for prospective constitutional judges.

But unfortunately, the Constitutional Court has canceled the whole 
the law through the Constitutional Court Decision Number 1-2/
PUU-XII/2014. One of the legal reasonings at that time was that 
the number of judges tested by the Panel Experts has decreased. 
The MK has taken over the constitutional authorities granted by 
UUD 1945 to the President, DPR, and MA. In the end, the judge 
selection of constitutional court judges re-use the pattern stipulated 
in old MK Law (UU No. 24/2003)

Main Report
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This time, after a bribery case has gone back to MK, the 
improvement of selection system has returned into a stronger 
discourse. Therefore, the selection system is very crucial since it 
has become the main entrance for the election of constitutional 
judge candidates that are qualified and have integrity.

In the view of the author, the idea of the establishment of the Panel 
of Experts or the Selection Committee, as has been proposed by 
the Government is a relevant idea and should be considered. In 
order not to reduce the constitutional authority in the selection of 
constitutional judges by the MA, DPR, and the President, the Panel 
of experts or Selection Committee can be formed by each of these 
institutions. According to Pan Mohamad Faiz, a Researcher at the 
Constitutional Court, the formation of the committee or panel of 
experts will be able to reduce personal interests and the subjectivity 
of the decision made by the President, DPR, and MA (Sindonews.
com, 02/02/17).

Additionally, in order to create clear parameters that are relevant 
to the selection of constitutional judges. MA, DPR, and President 
may establish joint rules governing the Eligibility Guidelines of 
Constitutional Court Judges. This, according to the author, is 
important so that the judge will be chosen from the selection by 
the Selection Comittee or the Panel Experts established by each 
institution. They are capable to produce constitutional judge 
objective parameters.

Steps and Government Policy

In response to various corrections to the selection system of 
constitutional court judges, the Government then signed the 
Presidential Decree on the Establishment of the Selection Team 
(Pansel) on Monday, February 20, 2017. The selection team 
is composed of Former Constitutional Court Judges Harjono 
(Chairman) and Maruar Siahaan, Sukma Violetta (Vice Chairman 
of KY), Ningrum (Academics University of North Sumatra), and 
Todung Mulya Lubis (Human Rights Activist) (cnnindonesia.com, 
22/02/17).
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By the establishment of the selection team, it is expected that the 
selection system of constitutional court judges is much more open, 
participatory and objective, and accountable. So, MK can produce 
constitutional judges who meet the criteria as stipulated in the 
MK Law, who have integrity, personal irreproachable, fairness and 
statesman.

However, actually the difficulty is about how to measure and test 
the integrity of the judges, whose the attitude is not dishorable 
and unfair. Therefore, the eligibility guidelines of constitutional 
courportant should be designed as a guideline or benchmark for the 
Selection Committee to determine the criteria for constitutional 
judges.

-Zihan Syahayani -

As one of the major 
institutions in the Judicial 
Power, the Constitutional 
Court needs to guard 
its independence from 
any form of judicial 
corruption. It aims to 
maintain the dignity and 
authority of the Court in 
public eye.
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Looking at the Indonesian Democracy

Politics

President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) said that our democracy was ex-
cessive. Jokowi said that the excessive democracy gave opportu-
nities for the development of extreme political views, such as lib-
eralism, radicalism, fundamentalism, sectarianism, terrorism and 
teachings that are contrary to the ideology of Pancasila. Jokowi said 
that the key to face excessive democracy was the rule of law. He 
asked law enforcement agencies to act firmly against any violations. 
This statement was made by Jokowi at the inauguration of the 
Central Board of Hanura Party in Sentul, Bogor, West Java (kom-
pas.com, 22/2).  The Seventh President’s statement has sparked a 
public debate.

The Response to Jokowi

Jokowi’s statement that democracy is too far has drawn responses 
from a number of parties.

Former Chair of the Constitutional Court (MK) Mahfud MD said 
democracy must be accompanied by law enforcement. Mahfud ex-
plained that democracy, in essence, is the freedom for everyone to 
express political attitudes and aspirations. However, if democracy 
is left too free or too far, the state could be damaged. Mahfud said 
that a democracy without the rule of law was anarchy. Law with-
out democracy is the arbitrariness of the authorities. Therefore, the 
key remains in the law enforcement and justice (detik.com, 23/2).

Mahfud argues that the statement by President Jokowi was some-
thing natural. This view is also in line with the opinion of the Chair 
of the Honorary Elections Board (DKPP), Jimly Asshiddiqie. Jimly 
believes that the President’s statement that democracy is excessive 
Jokowi was reasonable. According to Jimly, the statement should 
be a beginning of an improvement in democracy. For example, in 
the legal aspect, the government needs to think about strengthen-
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ing the regulatory side so that democracy does not bring negative 
things to the society (kompas.com, 25/2).

Contrary to the two above opinions, Vice Chairman of the House 
of Representatives Fahri Hamzah  criticized President Joko Wido-
do’s statement that democracy has gone too far, saying that the 
statement was a wrong thing. According to him, a democracy is 
never too far, as democracy is a matter of freedom and law. Fahri 
said that the President should not mention democracy had gone 
too far, considering that the achieving Indonesian democracy as it is 
today is not an easy thing (republika.co.id, 23/2).

Furthermore, Professor at the University of Andalas (Unand) Pro-
fessor Saldi Isra does not entirely agree with the statement that 
democracy in Indonesia is excessive. He maintains that democracy 
is broader than just the freedom of speech. However Saldi agrees 
if  the right of freedom of speech should be improved. The manage-
ment of the right to freedom of speech. should be improved. If is not 
used properly, it will be counterproductive (detik.com, 23/2).

The Indonesian Democratic Reality

Responding to a statement by President Jokowi, the author argues 
that excessiveness is only part of democracy, not the whole part of 
today’s democracy.

The reality of democracy in Indonesia can be seen in the Democra-
cy Index 2016 released by The Economist magazine. Within the in-
dex, Indonesia ranks 48th out of 167 countries in the world. Indone-
sia falls into the category of “Flawed Democracies”, with a score of 
6.97. Countries that belong to this category are the countries that 
have held free and fair elections. However, in those countries there 
are significant weaknesses, such as the weaknesses in the functions 
of the government, political cultures that have not been supportive 
of democracy and the low level of political participation. In three 
aspects, Indonesia got low scores. The political cultures had a score 
of 6.25. Political participation got a score of 6.67. The aspects of 
functioning government got a score of 7.14.

In addition, a report by Freedom House (FH) in 2016 stated that 
Indonesia was categorized as a Partly Free country. In the aspect 
of political rights, FH considered that the right to be active in po-
litical parties had been respected in Indonesia. In recent years the 
electoral laws have been changed in the favour the major political 

Politics
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parties by imposing certain requirements for parties to nominate 
parliamentary or presidential candidates.

FH highlights some local governments that discriminate against mi-
nority groups, such as in the productions of citizenship documents 
like identity cards (KTP), birth certificates, and marriage licenses. 
However, FH assesses that despite growing religious intolerance 
and historical enmity against certain ethnic groups, a number of mi-
nority politicians won important positions in 2014, such as Jakarta 
Governor Basuki Tjahaja Purnama (Ahok) and a member of the 
House of Representatives Jalaluddin Rachmat, a Shia Muslim.

Referring to the two reports above, the author argues that Indo-
nesia’s democracy still has a lot of shortcomings in some aspects. 
Some of these aspects are the weak aspects of participationz (both 
economic and political), the weak law enforcement aspect, the lack 
of cultural aspects in a democratic system, and the slow bureau-
cratic institutions to implement reforms in order to produce good 
and clean governance.

The persistence of shortcomings in a +democratic Indonesia today 
has the imbalance in the economic sector. The Central Statistics 
Agency (BPS) said the level of expenditure inequality Indonesian 
population by the Gini ratio reached a level of 0.394 in September 
2016 (kompas.com, 1/2).

Furthermore, Oxfam Indonesia and the International NGO Forum 
on Indonesian Development (lNFlD) in a report entitled “Indonesia 
Towards More Equal”, noted that the economic disparities in In-
donesia were ranked in sixth position in the world’s worst. Indone-
sia’s economic growth is considered quite stable, and the proportion 
of people living in extreme poverty has been reduced to about 8 
percent. However, Oxfam and INFID’s, achievement of economic 
growth has not been matched by a more equitable distribution of 
incomes. Over the past two decades, the gap between the richest 
and the other group in Indonesia has widened more rapidly than in 
other countries in Southeast Asia. Not only that, the report also 
noted that the wealth of the four richest people in Indonesia is equal 
to the combined wealth of the poorest 100 million people (kompas.
com, 23/2).

Second, the persistence of discrimination against minorities be-
cause of the weak law enforcement. And third, the lack of public 
trust in democratic institutions (such as political parties, the parlia-
ment, and bureaucracy) in Indonesia.

Politics
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Recommendations

Based on the above opinions, we need a breakthrough in address-
ing these issues. The author argues that there is a need to answer 
the questions above. First, political party reforms. The trick is to 
strengthen internal democracy in political parties.

Relatively, almost all political parties in Indonesia are still “con-
trolled” by the political elite of the old group. They should give a 
chance to a change of leadership in the political parties. This should 
also be followed by the recruitment process in in political parties’ in-
ternal politics, in order to produce good public leaders. This is good 
for the recruitment of members for the Legislative and the execu-
tive.

Second, the government increases the participation and equality 
of economic access for the public. Third, the rule of law in order 
to eliminate discriminations. Then, the fourth, speeding up bureau-
cratic reforms in order to create good and clean governance.

-Arfianto Purbolaksono -

Politics

Indonesian democracy  
still has a lot of flaws
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Women’s Participation in Simultaneous 

Elections in 2017

Law (UU) No. 8 of 2015 on the Amendment of Law No. 1 of 2015 
on the Determination of Government Regulation in Lieu of Law 
No. 1 of 2014 on the Elections of Governors, Regents and Mayors 
into law, is the basis for the implementation of the local simultane-
ous elections in Indonesia.

The first phaseof simultaneous local elections were successfully 
held in 2015. This year, local elections were held simultaneously 
for 269 regions, which consisted of nine elections at the provincial 
level; 30 at the city level; and 224 at the district level.

This year, the General Elections Commission (KPU) set the imple-
mentation of the second wave of simultaneous local elections (elec-
tions) on February 15, 2017. The elections were administered in 101 
areas: 7 elections at the provincial level, 76 at the district level and 
18 at the city level.

In this paper, the author will highlight how the election processes 
were carried out, focusing on women’s political participation in the 
simultaneous elections.

The Data on Women’s Participation in Simultaneous Elec-
tions  in 2017

In connection with the participation of women, according to the 
records of the Association for Democratic Elections (Perludem), 
the level of women’s participation in simultaneous local elections 
(elections) in 2017 was low. The number was only 44 women out 
of a total of 614 candidates for regional heads throughout Indonesia. 

Social
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This means that it was only at a level of 6.9 percent. If we compare 
again this figure with the data that 49.2 percent of the total popula-
tion of Indonesia is women, of course the figure is alarming.

44 women competed in 41 regions, including in 28 districts, 9 cit-
ies and 4 provinces. Women’s participation decreased if compared 
with the first wave of simultaneous elections held in 2015, at a level 
of 0.30 percent, decreasing from 7.47 percent to 7.17 percent.

In terms of demography, women candidates for the heads and dep-
uty heads of the regions competed in almost all regions, from Suma-
tra, Java, Nusa Tenggara, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Maluku, to Papua. 
From this angle, the participation should be appreciated.

Then if we look at the profile of women candidates contesting the 
area head positions, they were dominated by three backgrounds; 
that is, legislator, party cadres, and kinship networks (Perludem, 
2016).

If we want to examine further, the declined participation of women 
in the political sphere was not the first time in the affairs of these 
elections. In the 2014 elections, there were only 97 (17.3 per cent) 
members of the House of Representatives (Women) of the total 
560 seats available. This was down from the previous period, where 
there were 103 female members of the House of Representatives 
(18.4 percent).

The Reflections on Low Rate of Women’s Political Participa-
tion in Elections

Then, what is the impact on the gap level of representation be-
tween men and women? Komnas Perempuan noted, for example, 
that there are 342 local regulations (regulations) that are discrimi-
natory against women. These regulations generally regulate how 
women should dress, the separation in public space, and curfew. At 
the law level, there is also discriminatory against women, such as 
Law No. 44/2008 on Pornography, which criminalizes female body.

From these two cases, we can see that there is a common trend. 
The fall in the figure shows some things, for example, it is indication 
of political parties becoming less concerned in providing opportuni-
ties to women. The parties still consider highly the potential elect-
ability in determining candidates.

Social
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However, if the political parties pay great attention to the impor-
tance of the representation of women or if they encourage the 
presence of women leaders in the regions, they will need to under-
take various capacity building programs and various preparations 
for the advancement of women, especially their own cadres in the 
election battles.

Article 8 Paragraph (2) Letter e of the Act (UU) 8/2012 on the 
General Elections states “There should be a representation of at 
least 30 percent of women in for political parties in national level 
elections”. This could be one of the entrances for reliable cadre of 
women to compete in the elections.

This means that they will be incorporated into the structures of 
the political parties. Thus, they need to hone their leadership skills. 
However, according to the author, this should not only be admin-
istered at the central level but also at the local level, given that the 
local elections are administered more in the regions.

From this, we have to realize the situation.  Then, we try to con-
tinue the improvement of the political parties so that they will pay 
attention to gender equality in politics.

-Lola Amelia -

Social

 Women in local 
elections should be the 
subject, and not just an 
object or a complement 
in a democratic party.
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

TII has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
Jl. K.H. Wahid Hasyim No. 194 
Jakarta Pusat 10250 Indonesia

Phone. 021 390 5558 Fax. 021 3190 7814
www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FGD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy Analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

One of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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