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the arrival of Ramadhan is something awaited by all Muslims all over the globe. 
Its arrival will trully bring joy and happiness to everyone committed to Islam, 
including those living in Indonesia.

However, like an annual problem, the arrival of Ramadan will also be followed 
by the rise in main good prices. this is potentially troubling most people because 
it is feared that local purchasing power is not enough to afford main goods.

this June 2016 edition of the Indonesian update will raise important themes 
on several fields. the main report for this edition is “Inflation in the Holy 
Month of Ramadan”. On the social affairs, it will talk about “Food imports 
as an Affirmation Policy”. On legal affairs, it talks about “Optimization of the 
Police Reform”. On politics, it talks about “Political Volunteerism in the Efforts 
to Gather 1 Million ID Cards  to Endorse Ahok’s Gubernatorial Elections”.

the regular publication of the Indonesian update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment – as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other element of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get actual information and contextual analysis of 
economic, legal, political, cultural, and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FoReWoRD
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Inflation in the Holy Month of Ramadan

Main Report

the arrival of Ramadhan is something awaited by all Muslims 
all over the globe. Its arrival will trully bring joy and happiness to 
everyone committed to Islam, including those living in Indonesia.

However, like an annual problem, the arrival of Ramadan will also be 
followed by the rise in main good prices. this is potentially troubling 
most people because it is feared that local purchasing power is not 
enough to afford main goods.

Although it is troubling, however, trend shows that the consumption 
rate of Indonesians tends to also increase within the Holy Month. 
the people of Indonesia who are mostly Muslims make Ramadan 
a special month, so the treatment in this month will also be special, 
including the treatment  for consumption.

the increase in demand will be an opportunity for distributors to 
increase  their profits through the increase in the profit margins of 
commodities, moreover when the stocks are very limited.

According to economics, the appearence of this phenomenon 
is called inflation or the increase price of goods and services  in a 
certain period of time. Inflation that happens on a special day like 
Ramadan is not only generated by demand pull, but also by cost 
push.

Problems in Supply Chain

When demand in the market is dramatically increasing, the supply 
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is supposed to match the demand. unfortunately, in Indonesia the 
problem  of balance between supply and demand in the market 
remains basic unresolved. One problem that persists until today is 
the issue of supply chain that still looks convoluted.

bisnis Indonesia (19/06/2016) reports that markets of essential goods 
in Indonesia are not controlled by producers, but by distributors, 
traders, and middlemen. the misery of farmers is certainly not 
much different from the woes of consumers when the prices of 
basic goods soar.  the middlemen, distributors, and traders are the 
beneficiaries of this situation.

the business Competition Supervisory Commission (kPPu) 
agreed that the high prices of basic commodities are attributable to 
the acts of the distributors due to speculations they have conducted. 
the issue needs to be addressed. Without any immediate efforts, 
the issue of high prices will continue to haunt the domestic market, 
particularly during a special day like Ramadan.

the government has already tried to respond to the problem by 
conducting inter-ministrial coordination meetings to control the 
food prices (kompas, 11/6/2016). In the meetings, not only the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce who were involved, but 
also the Ministry of Industry, Ministry of  State Own Enteprises 
and the Ministry of Cooperatives and SMEs.

the supply chain issue is not only a trade problem, as it is also a 
complex issue that involves other ministerial authorities. Although 
it is time-consuming, it is belived that this action is a proper action 
whose output is predicted will be able to overrcome the problem of 
food prices, especially in particular seasons.

The Dilemma over import Policy

One of the solutions considered able to bring the food prices to the 
normal prices is import scheme. this policy looks very dilemmatic 
because at the same time many people argue that local farmers will 
be suffering if there are lots of imported goods in the market.

Main Report
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However, as previously mentioned, the increase in food prices is 
again more favorable to wholesalers, middlemen, and distributors. 
Farmers and ranchers do not get any additional profits since the 
middlemen buy their products at the normal price as usual.

the increase in food prices would be likely to have an impact on the 
welfare of their families. Farmers have no choice other than selling 
their products directly to consumers. there are so many factors 
that lead to it, such as asymmetric information and appropriate 
technologies.

therefore, the author agrees with what has been done by the 
Ministry of trade to import some essential goods during the 
Ramadan season. this policy is deemed appropriate to complement 
the supply chain simplification policy that is currently being done.

Importation is not only about ignoring the country’s sovereignty. 
there are other aspects that Indonesia can benefit from importation 
if we look more closely as a nation. We can actually help poor and 
near-poor people so that they can still be able to buy goods of their 
basic needs.

What can people actually do?

In the month of Ramadan, the income, especially for formal 
employees,  does not only come from the monthly salary. there is 
another type of income always awaited by employees; that is the 
tHR bonus.

the amount of tHR itself usually reaches one to two times of the 
current amount of monthly salary. However, the bonus does not go 
into saving. this money would normally be spent for other goods 
and services during the special month.

In addition to the monthly salary and tHR, there seems to be other    
sources of money people can obtain. For instance by mortgaging 
goods to financial services like the pawn or by borrowing from bank. 
However, it is unfortunate the credits given during this month are 
mostly for consumption activities instead of productive ones.

Main Report



5The Indonesian Update  — Volume X, No. 07 - June 2016

Money in the hands of the people seems obviously ready to be 
spent within the month in order to buy essentials needs, such as 
foods and beverages, to cater the needs of homecoming, to give 
“angpao” to the relatives, and so forth. these things are done in 
order to celebrate the festive month of Ramadan.

taking into account that Ramadan is classified as a special month 
for the Muslims, spending will also become so special. Most people 
are willing to spend more money in order to incre their satisfaction, 
both for their own self and other relatives.

According to the economic approach, this is utility maximization, 
or the problem on how to spend money in order to maximize utility. 
this maybe the economic motive for consumers within the month 
of Ramadan. 

Looking at the problem of food prices so far, the people of Indonesia 
as consumers should also help the government reduce the inflation 
generally. the people shoul be wise when deciding to consume 
during the festive month. It is because that the essentials of Ramadan 
is to increase piety, not to increase consumption abnormally.

- Muhammad Reza Hermanto -

According to economics, 
the appearence of this 
phenomenon is called 
inflation or the increase 
in the prices of goods 
and services generally 
in certain a period of 
time. Inflation happens 
on a special day like 
Ramadhan is not only 
generated by demand 
pull, but also by cost 
push.
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Food imports as an Affirmation Policy

social

President Jokowi instructed relevant ministries to make sure that 
food prices do not soar, as the fasting months in previous years. For 
example, for the price of meat, the President requested that the 
price be maintained at the rate of Rp. 80,000 per kg. Many people 
believed that the President’s instruction was not reasonable. this 
was due to the trend in the price of beef before the fasting month, 
which still ranged between Rp. 100,000 to $ 120,000 per kg. How-
ever, was it so?

Trends in Food Prices before Ramadan

there was pessimistic view that prices might not be reduced dur-
ing Ramadan. this view was based on the price trend in several 
months before Ramadan. If we look at a few months before Rama-
dan came, then there were some conditions that caused food prices 
to be high.

One factor was the El Nino phenomenon that threatened national 
food security. this phenomenon has led to crop failures and also 
late rice-planting season. the late planting process has had certain 
direct impact  on the incomes of farmers and on rice availability.

Scarcity of rice will also result in a higher inflation level.  the price 
of rice is high because the stock is limited while the demand is high. 
the Central bureau of Statistics noted that during 2015, rice ac-
counted for 0.31  percent of inflation. the inflation rate in villages 
was also higher than  that in cities. the inflation rate in the villages 
was at around 4.28 percent and that  in  the suburbs of cities was at 
level of f 3.35 percent.

the author notes that at least since January of this year, an indica-
tion of the high food prices  has already been visible. However, the 
food price hike has been uncontrollable.  It appears that there have 
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been no preventive policies from the government, preventing scar-
city and high prices of essential food commodities.
Short-term and Long-term Food Policies

One of the policies that have been taken by the government long 
ago was the policy of food imports. this policy has always created 
a debate. On the one hand, this policy is considered hurting local 
farmers. However, the inability of the farmers to supply the de-
mand has created a high price.

On the other hand, the opening of imported food commodities 
can help resolve the scarcity of food commodities and  high prices, 
which can slow down the increasing rate of the poor.

In relation to this, the data show that previously around 60-65 per 
cent of revenues were for food consumption. Now, food consump-
tion is about 70-75 percent of income. If the food is rare,  prices will 
rise,  then then vulnerable groups will become the poor.

the government states that it will limit imports when Indonesia is 
able to realize self-sufficiency. the government expects to achieve 
this within the next 2-3 years. thus, the food import policy is only 
an interim policy to ensure the fulfillment of people’s food needs at 
a specific time period. Meanwhile, at the same time related minis-
tries have also made  breakthroughs so that Indonesia’s food self-
sufficiency targets can  be reached.

One thing that must be done in parallel with the government’s im-
port policy is to find strategies to overcome agricultural land con-
version. Agricultural land for rice production centers in some prov-
inces continues to decline. this is caused by the proliferation of land 
conversion from agriculture to industry and also to settlements.

In relation to this, there is the need for coordination between the 
central  and local governments to anticipate challenges.  In particu-
lar, coordination is needed in the application of Law No. 41/2009 
on the Protection of Agricultural Land for Sustainable Food. It is 
stipulated in the law that each local government should include sus-
tainable agricultural area in spatial planning.

- Lola amelia -

social

The food import policy 
is only an interim policy 
to ensure the fulfillment 
of the people’s food 
needs at a specific 
time period and is in 
parallel with the related 
ministries that have 
made breakthroughs  so 
that Indonesia’s food 
self-sufficiency target 
can be reached.
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Optimization of the Police Reform

On June 16, 2016, President Joko Widodo decided to appoint  
Commissioner-General (komjen) tito karnavian as the sole can-
didate for the next Chief of Indonesian National Police (kapolri) to 
replace kapolri badrodin Haiti, who is now approaching his retire-
ment (kompas.com, 16/06/16).

Furthermore, on Monday, June 27, 2016, the House of Represen-
tatives (DPR) has endorsed the candidacy of komjen Pol tito kar-
navian as the next kapolri in a plenary session. Once validated in a 
plenary session, then the name will be submitted to the President 
to be inaugurated as the new Chief of National Police (kapolri) 
(kompas.com, 27/06/2016).

the public  expects that the new kapolri selected would be able to 
increase the professionalism of the police as public protector and 
to improve the quality of law enforcement, especially against drug 
crime, corruption and terrorism.

In addition, the public also expects some steps would be immedi-
ately taken by the new kapolri, including cleaning the police institu-
tion from corruption, returning a sense of security to the society, 
enforcing equality before the law, and improving the welfare of po-
lice officers.

to meet these expectations, tito karnavian as the new kapolri said 
that the main thing he would do was expediting police internal re-
form. the internal reform would be conducted to improve public 
service mentality, and to eradicate as much as possible the cultures 
of corruption and violation committed by police members.

but, nowadays, there are various obstacles faced by the Indonesian 
National Police (INP), creating barriers for the INP to realize the 
hope that the police will fully transform into a civilian police, which 

Legal
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upholds human rights (HAM) and is under the authority of the civil-
ian government.

Some of the constraints faced are that the reform has not been ac-
companied by a cultural change in the police force and that there 
are low institutional capacity and low organizational capacity. thus, 
these have caused the police reform agenda to not run optimally 
(www.menpan.go.id, 03/12/14).

So, to expedite the police reform agenda, the new kapolri should 
use a better strategy. komjen tito karnavian should introduce new 
efforts to optimize police reform so that better policing can make 
the INP become a protector that is trusted by the people.

Measuring Police Performance

the society progresses quite rapidly, along with the dynamics in 
law, human rights, globalization, democratization, decentraliza-
tion, transparency and accountability. these have caused the tasks, 
functions, powers and responsibilities of the police to be increasing 
and to be more oriented towards the community it serves.

Since the issuance of MPR Decree No. VI/MPR/2000 on the Sepa-
ration of the Indonesian Armed Forces (tNI) and the Indonesian 
National Police (Polri), the Police has officially become an indepen-
dent state agency.

but up to now, as an independent institution at the age of 70 years, 
the police is still considered not fully professional. the performance 
of the INP as one of the law enforcement agencies has declined, 
especially  in the handling of corruption cases.

According to the  data released by Indonesian Corruption Watch 
(ICW) law enforcement officers, including those from Polri, were 
only able to bring 50.6 percent of the total 2,447 cases of corrup-
tion from the investigation level to the prosecution level. ICW also 
states that law enforcement authorities have not managed to in-
vestigate all the findings of the Supreme Audit board (bPk) and 
the Financial and Development Supervisory Agency (bPkP) that 
have elements of corruption worth around Rp. 56.8 trillion (kom-
pas.com, 14/09/15).

Legal
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According to the Coordinator of the Investigation Division of the 
Corruption Eradication Commission (kPk), Febri Hendri, the INP 
has relatively poor performance compared to the other law en-
forcement bodies.  the INP investigated 536 cases of corruption 
throughout 2010-2014. Of the total, only 232 cases, or about 46 
percent of total cases that could be brought to the prosecution lev-
el. the remaining 304 cases, or 54 percent, remained at the level of 
investigation (kompas.com, 14/09/15).

According to the author, one of the main factors that have caused 
low police performance is the internal police conditions that are not 
yet fully clean and professional. In addition, the INP still faces vari-
ous forms of internal fraud and other corruption problems happen-
ing from the lowest level. For example, there is still corruption in 
obtaining driving licenses (SIM), vehicle registrations (StNk), and 
others. there is also corruption at the high level, such as in the han-
dling of criminal cases.

According to a research conducted by the Police Science College 
(PtIk), corruption, collusion and nepotism (kkN) in the INP oc-
cur in almost all units of the police organization (bambang Widodo 
umar, 2009).

this situation becomes an important reason for police reform. Po-
lice reform is a part of the security sector reform (SSR). Police re-
form can be defined as the transformation of the police organization 
into a civilian organization that is more professional and account-
able in providing services to the society.

through Law Number 2/2002 on the Indonesian National Police 
(Law No. 2/2002) internal reform has been introduced. For exam-
ple,  through strategizing, revitalization, and realizing democratic 
policing.

During this time, police internal reform consists of three stages; 
namely, structural reform, instrumental reform and cultural re-
form. First, the structural reform is related to  the efforts to reform 
the structure of the police, including the procedures or mechanisms 
for promotion and tenure of members of the INP.

Second, the instrumental reform is associated with the different 
sets of rules that are made to support kapolri performance in accor-
dance with Law No. 2/2002. third, the cultural reform is related 

Legal
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to the organizational culture of the members of the national police.

Nowadays, the INP is implementing the third stage of the internal 
reform, which is the most difficult stage of the reform: the change 
from the military mindset to the civilian mindset to become a police 
organization that protects and serves the society.

Optimizing Police Reform Strategy

According to the author, steps should be taken by the Government 
inreforming the INP, as the internal reform  is not enough. the in-
ternal  reform needs to be coupled with the reform in the police 
oversight system in order to improve police performance.

Police performance in terms of both public services and the role of 
the police in maintaining the stability of the country must be ac-
companied by supervision by various parties, as the huge police au-
thority could potentially be in conflict with civil society.

Security agencies, including the Police, have layers of oversight con-
sisting of internal and external controls. the internal supervision 
is carried out by the internal police oversight divisions. Nowadays, 
the police internal oversight is done by Divpropam, Irwasum and 
Irwasda, Ankum, Head of unit, and Call Center.

Meanwhile, the external monitoring is  carried out by institutions 
outside of the police. the external supervision consists of super-
vision carried out by executive agency the National Police Com-
mission (kompolnas), the legislative body, which is the Parliament 
(DPR), and other goverment and non-goverment institutions, in-
cluding the media, the National Ombudsman Commission, kPk, 
bPk, and Anti-Corruption and human rights  NGOs.

therefore, tito’s main agenda to do police reform should be accom-
panied by the improvements in the agency’s internal control and its 
external monitoring bodies. Internal and external oversight should 
not be separated but must be in an integrated surveillance system.

For example, there should be reformulation of the position and au-
thority of the National Police Commission (kompolnas). According 
to the author, kompolnas now does not have the sufficient author-
ity to supervise the performance of the INP. kompolnas is basically 

Legal
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one important part of the substantial progress experienced by the 
police. 

kompolnas has been assisting the President in preparing the policies 
on the INP and in the appointment and dismissal of kapolri. kom-
polnas  was formed to oversee police performance. these control 
measures are  carried out by receiving suggestions and complaints 
from the public to be submitted to the President (Dahlil Marjon, 
2011).

but at the level of implementation, the performance of the National 
Police Commission in receiving public complaints is still question-
able. Similarly, the effectiveness of the function is still questionable, 
as it has the limited authority  to follow up on community com-
plaints.

kompolnas also has a drawback in terms of not having many provi-
sions governing the nature of its relationship with the police. At the 
technical level, due to the obscurity of the regulations, a Presidential 
Decree governing the National Police Commission has been issued. 
this regulates the leadership and the membership of kompolnas, 
which shows  that the kompolnas is embedded with the President.

the author argues that kompolnas does not reflect the function as 
a police surveillance. Its main function has turned into a presidential 
adviser in the selection of the chief of police and the preparations of 
police policies.

therefore, the Government needs to consider the idea of reform-
ing the the National Police Commission so that the external police 
monitoring  will work optimally and professionally. For example, 
kompolnas’ position should be changed from under  the president 
(executive branch),   like the INP, to be under the Parliament (the 
legislature).
.

- Zihan Syahayani -

The Indonesian 
National Police was 
established not only as 
a means to  maintain 
national security and 
public order, but also to 
protect, nurture, and 
serve the public.

Legal
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Political Volunteerism in the Efforts to 
Gather 1 Million ID Cards  to Endorse 

Ahok’s Gubernatorial Elections 

Volunteer group “Friends of Ahok’s” managed to collect one million  
Identity Cards (ktP) to nominate Jakarta Governor basuki tjahaja 
Purnama (or Ahok) and his running mate Heru budi Hartono in the 
next gubernatorial election.

the  one million IDs are the requirement for the Ahok-Heru pair to 
contest the regional local elections in 2017 as independent candidates.

this is regulated in Article 41 Paragraphs  (1) and (2) of Law No. 
8/2015 on Local Elections that in DkI Jakarta, independent candidates 
must be able to garner the support of at least 7.5% of the number of 
registered voters (DPt).

the Chair of the Election Commission of Jakarta, Sumarno, said 
that Ahok had to collect a minimum of 532,213 support forms. this 
support is a major requirement for an independent candidate to be 
allowed to  contest the Jakarta elections  (liputan6.com, 10/3/2016). 
by securing one million ID cards, the  Ahok-Heru pair has exceeded 
the requirement stipulated by the election law.

the success of Friends of Ahok’s in collecting one million ID cards  
showed that volunteerism was one of important aspects of democracy 
in Indonesia today.

Political Participation

Herbert McClosky in the International Encyclopedia of the Social 
Science stated that political participation is voluntary activities of 

Politics



14The Indonesian Update  — Volume X, No. 07 - June 2016

citizens, which through the meaning they take part in the electoral 
process and the authorities directly or indirectly in the formation of 
public policy (Miriam budiardjo, 1998).

In line with the above understanding, Ramlan Surbakti (1992), said  
that political participation was the activities of ordinary citizens to 
influence the process of making and implementation of public policy 
and participate in determining the government leadership.

Furthermore, Samuel P Huntington and Joan Nelson (1994) distinguish 
political participation into two characters; namely, a) democratic and 
autonomous form of political participation is voluntary participation; 
b) participation that is manipulated, directed, and sponsored by the 
Government is a form of participation that is mobilized.

the forms of political participation, according to Gabriel Almond in 
krisno A Hadi (2006: 19) are categorized into conventional and non-
conventional political activities. the conventional form is a normal 
form of participation in a modern democracy.

the forms include voting, political discussions, campaign activities, 
forming  and joining interest groups, and individual communications 
with political and administrative officials.

Non-conventional participations are several forms that may be legal 
(as a petition) and illegal, violent and revolutionary. the form includes 
the filing of petitions, demonstrations, confrontations, strikes, acts 
of political violence against property, and political violence against 
humans.

According to such understanding, political participation is a personal 
political activity of every citizen to volunteer to participate in the 
electoral process to elect public officials, either directly or indirectly.

Political Volunteerism

the definition of political volunteerism itself if we refer to the Civic 

Politics
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Volunteerism Model, it is explained that one citizen will participate in 
politics if you have the motivation, capacity and coverage. In this model, 
there are three components in voluntarism, ie resources, engagement 
and recruitment networks (Daniel Rubenson, 2000).

Furthermore, the model states that an indicator of volunteerism 
politics is a desire to vote (the desire to choose), the ability to vote (the 
ability to make decisions in choosing), being asked to vote (order or ask 
someone else to choose) (kPu, 2015 ).

In the context of gathering support for Ahok, the undertaking includes 
political volunteerism conducted by citizens in order to participate in 
the elections process in 2017. the aim is to support the Ahok-Heru 
pair  to contest the 2017 elections as independent candidates.

In addition to collecting the ID cards, what is also very important to do 
is to oversee the administrative and factual verification conducted by 
the Election Commission of Jakarta.

this poses a big challenge for volunteer groups supporting Ahok-Heru, 
such as Friends of Ahok’s, basuki Purnama tjahja Mania (batman), 
DAG (Demi Anak Generation) Ahok is We, as well as D Ahokers to 
oversee this process.

Despite the above challenges, the author would like to say that it is 
very important to note that the high level of politics of community 
volunteerism has become he focal point of the election process in 
2017 in DkI Jakarta. this  increased political volunteerism makes our 
democratic societies more qualified.

.

 

- arfianto Purbolaksono  -

Politics

Political volunteerism 
is one important aspect 
of democracy in today’s 
Indonesia.
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Institutional Profile

The indonesian institute (Tii) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. Tii is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

Tii has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

Tii’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

Tii also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, Tii has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

the scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by Tii includes economic, social, and political factors. the main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana tII”), monthly 
analysis (“update Indonesia” and “the Indonesian update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“the Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
Jl. k.H. Wahid Hasyim No. 194 
Jakarta Pusat 10250 Indonesia

Phone. 021 390 5558 Fax. 021 3190 7814
www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

the economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. the increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

the tII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. the results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. the research that tII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 tII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FGD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. the Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that tII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct general Election Survey

One of the activities that tII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. there 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. tII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. the main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

the discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

the roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. they need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

the Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. the 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. the 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

the Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & Working Group Facilitation
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