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up to now, sexual crimes against children in Indonesia are still happening. 
These developments should active the danger alarm of all elements involved 
in combating sexual crimes to dispel sex offenders. Many people judge that 
tougher rules will reduce sexual crimes against children.

The repeating cases of child rape have made the government take a decision to 
issue a regulation to punish the perpetrators of sexual violence against children 
by castration, including nerve castration. The government itself will issue a 
Government Regulation in Lieu of Law (Perppu) as the legal umbrella for the 
castration.

This May 2016 edition of the Indonesian update will raise important themes 
on several fields. The main report for this edition is “Castration Sanction : 
Between Human Rights and Deterrent Effect”. on social affairs, it talks about 
“Sexual Violence and the Importance of Emergency Response Policy”. on the 
economy, it will talk about “The Digital Economy Potential of Indonesia”. on 
political affairs, it talks about “Looking at the New Leadership of the Golkar 
Party”.

The regular publication of the Indonesian update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment – as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other element of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get actual information and contextual analysis of 
economic, legal, political, cultural, and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FoReWoRD
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Castration Sanction:
Between Human Rights and Deterrent Effect

Main Report

up to now, sexual crimes against children in Indonesia are still 
happening. They are even increasingly prevalent. The Indonesian 
Child Protection Commission (kPAI) said that Indonesia was 
currently in a an alarming state in relation to sexual crimes against 
children.

Vice Chairman of kPAI Susanto said that sexual crimes against 
children continue to occur. Some of the victims were even killed 
and mutilated.  According to the records of kPAI in the period of 
2010-2014, the number of sex crimes reached a level of 58 percent 
of the 21,736,859 reported crimes against children. Meanwhile, 
from 2013 to 2014 the number of sexual crime cases against children 
increased by 100 percent. (www.kpai.go.id, 04/03/16).

These developments should active the danger alarm of all elements 
involved in combating sexual crimes to dispel sex offenders. In 
response to these developments, President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) 
had categorized sexual crimes as extraordinary crimes. Therefore, 
according to the President Jokowi, the efforts solve this serious 
problem by the government and the public should be done specially.

Many people judge that tougher rules will reduce sexual crimes 
against children. The assumption might be true because after the 
media coverage on the rape case involving YY as the victim and 
14 men as the perpetrator in Bengkulu at the end of April, at the 
beginning of May there had been another girl from Manado being 
raped by 15 men. The victim survived in  but was in drugged 
conditions (www.voaindonesia.com, 16/05/16).

The repeating cases of child rape have made the government take 
a decision to issue a regulation to punish the perpetrators of sexual 
violence against children by castration, including nerve castration. 
The government itself will issue a Government Regulation in Lieu 
of Law (Perppu) as the legal umbrella for the castration.
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Pros and Cons of Castration Sanction

Various views on castration sanction have been reported in the 
media,  creating pros and cons. At least two things have been the 
subjects of the debate.

The first one, materially, is that castration sanction will provide a 
deterrent effect but is seen as a human rights violation. The second 
one, is that the discourse on the issuance of the the Perppu as the 
legal form is still being debated, especially about its level of urgency.

According to those who agree with the castration sanction, one 
of them is Indonesian National Police Chief (Chief of Police) 
Badrodin Haiti, the castration sanction is important as an additional 
punishment that can provide a deterrent effect. In addition to 
providing a deterrent effect, according to Arist Merdeka Sirait, the 
Chairman of the National Commission for Child Protection, the 
castration punishment can reduce violation cases againts children.

However, these opinions have been challenged by those who 
disagree with the castrating sanctions. one of them is Masruchah, 
a member of National Commission for Women, who argues that 
the castration sanction is a human rights violation (HAM). He 
believes that the deterrent effect should not be generated through 
the castratin sanction, but simply  via maximizing the punishment 
that is already in force today.

A researcher at the Centre for Legal Studies and Policies (PSHk), 
Fajri Nursyamsi, also argues that the castration sanction is not the 
right choice. In addition to violating human rights, the element of 
compelling crisis in considering the Perppu has not been fulfilled.

According to Fajri, the legal form of the regulation, which is a 
Perppu, has been selected in order for the regulation to be implented 
immediately. This ignores democratic principles in its establishment. 
In addition, to date there are no studies that show that the castration 
sanction is able to effectively suppress the acts of sexual crimes.

The Castrated Sanction: Between Human Rights and 
Deterrent Effect

According to Law Number 23/2002 on Protection of Children 
(Law No.23 / 2002), the maximum punishment for perpetrators of 
sexual abuse against minors is 15 years imprisonment and a fine of 
Rp. 60 million to Rp. 300 million.

Main Report
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The phrase “up to” in the article that regulates perpetrators of sexual 
harassment can be interpreted as there is the possibility of sexual 
offenders sentenced to less than 15 years in prison. Although every 
verdict is the results of the legal considerations of judges based on 
the evidence and the facts, some people still feel that article is not 
sufficient, especially if the goal is a deterrent effect.

Therefore, many people have demanded the need for additional 
punishment for perpetrators of sexual crimes against children, which 
in turn has given rise to the castratio  sanction for the perpetrators.

In the perspective of human rights, the castration sanction is 
considered a human rights violation as a sexual desire is something 
that is inherent in a human, so it should not be omitted. Therefore, 
the Chair of the National Commission for Women, Azriana, has 
proposed a more humane punishment to enforce the law. According 
to her, law enforcement is still weak, so sexual crimes are still 
recurring. In addition to law enforcement, community involvement 
is also necessary for the prevention.

The opinion was reinforced by the National Human Rights 
Commission ‘(komnas HAM) findings that sexual abuses against 
children are not merely by way of penetration of the genitals. A 
sexual abuse can also be violence that using hands or a blunt 
object. According to the results of a focus group discussion, which 
involved the Commission, representatives of doctors and of the 
Ministry of Health, in the long term, castration with chemicals 
can cause various health problems, such as osteoporosis, infertility, 
and fatigue, and even lead to cancer as well as many side effect of 
castrated sanctions which is still in the assessment phase (www.
depkes.go.id, 10/05/2016).

The author’s real reason for supporting severe penalties for the 
perpetrators cannot always be confronted with human rights, as 
the perpetrators themselves have violated human rights. This 
means that a person is restricted by the human rights of others. 
For example, because he was killed, this means that there was a 
violation of the rights of other people’s lives.  Then,  later on he 
was sentenced to imprisonment. Through the imprisonment, some 
of the rights of liberty is lost or restricted, as a consequence has 
violated the human rights of others. In this context, the punishment 
for a convicted person certainly cannot be said to be a form of 
“human rights violation”.

This implies that the subject of the debate should not be whether 
a punishment violates human rights or not, but rather whether a  
punishment is effective or not, right or not? The next question 

Main Report
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is what punishment is more effective? If the answer is a severe 
punishment, then what punishment will be as as severe as the 
castration punishment? 15 years or perhaps life imprisonment?

To find out about what punishment that is most effective then we 
need to consider again the principles and purposes of the criminal 
justice system in Indonesia. According to Romli Atmasasmita, 
the purpose of criminal in Indonesia are a very fundamental and 
important in the development of criminal law in Indonesia. This is 
due to the development of civilization of a nation, which among 
other things is also determined by the extent to which a nation 
treats its convicst (Romli Atmasasmita, 1995).

Article 47  Paragraph (1) of the Draft Law on the Criminal Code 
(Ruu kuHP) states that the purpose of a criminal code is to prevent 
the perpetration of a crime by enforcing the law for the sake of 
security. by  conducting coaching to make someone good and useful, 
by resolving conflicts caused by criminal acts criminal, by restoring  
balance, by bringing a sense of peace in the community, and by 
freeing the convict’s guilt. Furthermore, Article 47  Paragraph (2) 
states that “a punishment should not beintended to make sufferring 
and should not be degrading.

The provisions regarding the purposes of the Criminal Code 
mentioned above, according to the author, should be basic 
considerations for measuring the effectiveness of the castrating 
sanction. Effectiveness is measured by the following elements: (1) 
preventing (2) promoting the convict with guidance; (3) resolving 
conflicts; (4) restoring the balance and bring a sense of peace in 
society; and (5) freed of guilt on the convict.

Conclusions and Recommendations

In the perspectives of the victims, families, communities, and the 
author himself, sexual crimes against children are very cruel acts. 
Victims of sexual crimes, especially the victims of pedophiles have 
suffered psychologically and physically. In addition, they have also 
experienced behavior deviation syndrome, chronic pain, anxiety, 
mental disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder, substance abuse, 
suicide attempts, aggressive sexual behavior and so forth.

Thus, if there is a view that the castration sanction, both physically 
and chemically, considered inhumane, then the author subjectively 
would say the sexual crimes committed by the perpetrators also 
completely inhumane.

Main Report



6The Indonesian Update  — Volume X, No. 06 - May 2016

However, according to the author, in addition to using logic and 
conscience, we still have to refer to the purpose of the criminal 
justice  system in Indonesia in determining sanctions or punishments 
for the offenders. A punishment is equally inhumane but has 
effective penalties in accordance with the principles and purposes 
of the criminal justice system in Indonesia.

The author agrees with the opinion of dr. Boyke Dian Nugraga, 
Sexology Expert, that sexual perpetrators againts children will 
still potentially take action to crimes if his mental condition is not 
treated. According to dr. Boyke, the best way to face pedophilia is to 
provide a treatment and rehabilitation for perpetrators. Meanwhile, 
children need to be given sex education so that they can protect 
themselves from sexual monsters.

- Zihan Syahayani -

Criminal sanctions are 
appropriately provide 
a sense of justice for 
victims and punishment 
for the perpetrators, as 
well as education for the 
community.

Main Report
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Sexual Violence and the Importance of 
Emergency Response Policy

social

As the public was still sad and angry about the rape and murder 
case involving YY as the victim in Bengkulu, we had heard similar 
stories again from Manado, Tangerang, Sukabumi and some other 
areas in Indonesia. It is now appropriate to say that Indonesia is in 
the state  of sexual violence emergency.

The author argues that these cases are just the tip of an iceberg. 
There are still many other cases. The 2016 annual records (Cata-
hu) of the National Women’s Commission confirms this.  In Catahu 
2016, komnas Perempuan notes that violence against women in 
the public sphere is at  a level of 31 percent (5,002 cases) of the total 
number of cases reported to the National Commission for Women. 
61 per cent of them are sexual assault cases.

This figure does not include victims who do not report to the Na-
tional Commission for Women or other law enforcement institu-
tions. We still face a reality, as the writer explained above, that our 
society still tends to blame the victims.  And to the families of the 
victims, rape is considered a disgrace, so it will be embarrassing to 
report it.

Stigma against Sexual Violence Victims

In every rape case, there are always those who blame the victim 
herself. There are those who are not in favor of the victim. Instead, 
they blame the victim. They blame the victim’s dressing manners, 
the victims’s improper timing to be in the public sphere, or the vic-
tim’s decision to be on deserted streets. This does not make sense. 
The blaming should not be a justification for rapes to be considered 
‘appropriate’.

Re the discordant voices, the author feels that we need to hear one 
song from Lady Gaga, a controversial singer from the united States, 
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titled Till It Happens To You. The song has powerful lyrics that call 
on us not to judge all victims of sexual violence, but to give empathy 
to them, because anyone can be a victim anywhere.

In the  YY case, there were discordant voices which blamed a victim 
for being by herself  on deserted streets. This argument has made us 
amused and indeed could be broken if we wanted a bit of thinking 
and making illustrations of this case. YY was only 14 years of age. 
Although according to the law,  YY was classified in the group of 
children, but of course the junior high school student was already 
aware of the areas that she passed through.  YY had often passed 
through the route.

She was fully aware that the streets were deserted, as she was 
very familiar with the streets of the village. Logically, she must have 
thought that the streets were safe to be passed. In other words, 
she would have  never thought that  something bad was going to 
happen.

However, what we also understand is that a crime, especially a 
sexual crime, can happen anywhere. A sexual crime can even take 
place in private space such as the victim’s own home, with their 
own family members as the perpetrators. As in the case of YY. It 
was very sad. YY died after being gang-raped in public space: on the 
street of her own village

The Policy for Eliminating Sexual Violence

It is fortunate that the media has been reporting on the sexual vio-
lence cases. Regardless of the persistence of the media in exploit-
ing the victims in its reporting, the media has reminded us all that 
we cannot stay silent. All parties, both from the government and 
from the society, should respond to the problem. Collective actions 
should be performed, starting from issuing warnings about sexual 
violence against women and conducting other solidarity actions for 
the silent victims of sexual violence.

These actions should not merely be ceremonial. The warnings are 
not only addressed to law enforcement authorities so that they will 
seriously deal  with cases of sexual violence, they are also intended 
to remind the general public that the problem is very serious. The 
stigma put on the victims of sexual violence should be lifted. For the 
silent victims, the govenment should solve the cases.

social
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Moreover, at the policy level, the Government and the House of 
Representatives (DPR) should be encouraged to immediately dis-
cuss the draft Law (Draft) on the Elimination of Sexual Violence.

Finally, according to the author, this law could act as a  comprehen-
sive device for addressing cases of sexual violence if they meet the 
principles of protection of victims and their families; the rule of law 
that is transparent and fair; as well as the precautionary principles 
in order to avoid further cases of sexual violence.

- lola amelia -

Comprehensive EIA 
document is very 
beneficial for all parties, 
not only protecting the 
environment but also 
reducing social conflicts 
and moving faster the 
economy.

social
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The Digital Economy Potential of Indonesia

The Central Statistics Agency (BPS) in earlier May 2016 issued an 
official report showed that in the first quarter of 2016 the economy  
has decreased by 0.34 percent compared to the previous quarter 
in 2015 (q-to-q). on the production side, the decrease was caused 
by contractions experienced in several fields. on the consumption 
side, the decrease was created by contractions  in investment and 
export at rates of  -5.75 percent and -3.44 percent respectivelly.

However, amidst the weakening of the national economy, the e-
Commerce industry has been growing rapidly. This fact has drawn  
public attention that the digital economy can become a new energy 
and spirit to boost economic growth, whose pace has not been ex-
periencing significant changes in the past years.

The concept of digital economy was firstly introduced by Tapscott 
(1998), a digital economy expert. He argues that digital economy is 
a socio-political and economic system that has characteristics of a 
chamber of intelligent, including information and communications 
capacities. The presence of digital economy will be shown by the 
existence of businesses and trading transactions using the internet 
as a medium of communications, colaboration, and cooperation 
amongst companies or individuals.

Basically, the system constructed by digital economy is significant-
ly different from the systems that most people know nowadays. 
Moreover, digital economy is believed to be able to answer eco-
nomic problems that persist up to now.

A digital economy expert from Indonesia, Jusman Dalle, (2016) 
maintains that digital economy comes with a topography that is 
slopping, inclusive, and providing more opportunities. Meanwhile, 
the previous four economic periods (the agricultural era, the indus-
trial revolution, the oil and energy economy, and the era of MNCs) 

economics
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were not able to overcome current development challanges.

indonesia’s  Digital Economy Potential

As explained previously, the development of digital economy in In-
donesia is quite significant, particularly in main cities of the country. 
Basic goods, for instance, which was previously sold via conven-
tional trade, now can be sold through e-Commerce. Consumers do 
not need to spend more energy and additional costs to go to a shop-
ping center just in order to buy several products.

Mckinsey & Company in its report (2015) explained that compa-
nies from Indonesia were market leaders in terms of digital trade. 
Similarly, Redwig Strategic Advisory (2015) also explained that In-
donesia was trusted to become a main actor in the e-Commerce 
industry in the next few years,  with three to ten times predicted 
growth of rate compared to the current level of growth rate.

The assessment is promising for investment portofoilo in Indone-
sia in the field of digital trade. This will also provide a strong basis 
for investment by foreign businesspeole seeking for a place to run 
their businesses. Moreover, Indonesia is a new hotspot after China, 
which has become overcrowded. 

Giant company from China Alibaba is a real example of the expan-
sion of a foreign company to Indonesia. Today, the company has 
started to run its business in Indonesia by buying the majority of 
stocks of Lazada, one of the biggest digital retailers operating in In-
donesia. This can provide a good signal for other companies to also 
invest and run their businesses in the country.

Another thing that needs to be noted is the market that Indonesia 
has. As the fourth most populous country in the world, the power 
of domestic market is unquestionable. In addition, the income per 
capita has also shown a positive trend since 2006.. These will defi-
nitely boost the mood of e-Commerce in Indonesia.

The E-Commerce potential is brighter, taking into account middle 
class growth. The World Bank recorded that Indonesia had expe-
rienced rapid growth of population in post-monetary crisis in 1997-
1998. From zero percent of growth in 1999, it grew by 6,5 percent 

economics
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in 2011, or equal 130 million of people. This number is predicted will 
be growing to 141 million people in 2030.

Internet penetration in Indonesia needs also to be taken into ac-
count. until 2014, research institution eMarketer recorded that us-
ers of the internet was around 83.7 million people. With the num-
ber, Indonesia was in the 6th place in the world in terms of internet 
usage. Litbang kompas (kompas RnD) predicts that the number of 
users will be growing to  a higher number in 2017, and it will be 
around 117 million of people. This makes Indonesia a very potential 
market for traders or actors in the e-Commerce industry.

Things to be Concerned

As a fresh industry in the country, it is obvious that the running of 
e-Commerce still faces many obstacles. one of the issues is the  po-
tential tax over digital transactions. Public policy think-tank Prakar-
sa forecasts that potential tax from this industry can achieve a level 
of 10-15 billion rupiah per year. This is not even a small amount, 
considering that the Government of Indonesia is striving to boost 
the state revenue from tax due to an unachieved target of last year.

unfortunately, the Director General of Tax through a Circular Let-
ter (SE) No. SE/62/PJ/2013 on the Affirmation of Taxation Provi-
sions over e-Commerce Transactions stated that there was no  new 
tax on e-Commerce transactions. It means that there will only be 
general terms and will be no differences in the implementation of 
taxation legislation between conventional and electronic transac-
tions. Muniriyanto (2015) explained that the failure in collecting tax 
from e-Commerce transaction will generate the abenstism of the 
principle of justice in law enforcement. There will be the imbalance 
of competition in the market because of tax burden that is not equa 
borned amongst the taxpayers. Also, the state revenue from tax 
schemes will not be optimal.

Therefore, there should be new inovation from the government in 
collecting tax from companies working in the digital industry. The 
government, for example, can learn from what has been done in 
Japan. If one looks closely to the successful story of Japan e-Com-
merce Protect, there are things that can also be implemented in 
Indonesia, which are data from a third party that can be formulated 
as bank data to monitor tax compliance of e-Commerce. The data 
are very critical for the exploring of the existing tax potentials.

economics
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In addition to tax potential, the legal vacuum regulating online busi-
ness has become a concern. In March 2016, there was a conflict 
between online taxi drivers and conventional ones. The reason be-
hind this conflict was the problem of legality and potential to shut 
off one another. This is actually can be prevented if the government 
reacts earlier. Therefore, filling the legal vacuum is very critical to 
overcome this problem.

- Muhammad Reza Hermanto -

Indonesia is a trustee 
that will become a main 
actor in the e-Commerce 
industry in the next few 
years, with three to ten 
times predicted growth  
compared that of at the 
current level.

economics
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Looking at the New Leadership of the 
Golkar Party 

The political party of the Functional Group (Golkar) ended its 
Extraordinary National Congress (Munaslub) by selecting Setya 
Novanto as the Golkar Party Chair for the period of 2014 to 2019 in 
Nusa Dua, Bali, on Tuesday (17/05/2016).

Setya Novanto was selected as the Chair of the Golkar Party for the 
2014-2019 period after reached an agreement with Ade komarudin.  In 
the voting process, Novanto obtained 277 votes, while Ade komarudin 
managed to garner 173 votes. Both met the mininum requirement of 
30% of the votes to become a candidate for the Golkar Chair and were 
eligible to continue to the second round of voting.

But, Golkar National Congress Chair Nurdin Halid invited both of 
them to conduct a discussion to determine whether they would 
like to continue  the voting process. In the discussion, Ade decided 
to withdraw from  from the competition, giving way to Novanto to 
become the Golkar Party Chair (www. Sindonews.com, 17/5).

The selection of Novanto is expected to help the political party bearing  
win the general elections in 2019. However, many people have criticized 
the selection of Novanto as the Chair of the Golkar Party, considering 
that  Novanto has been involved in many controversies.

The Future of the Golkar Party under the leadership of 
novanto

The Golkar Party, which was founded on october 20, 1964, is one of 
the parties that have a long history in political dynamics in Indonesia.  
In the elections during the New order period (1971-1997), the Golkar 
Party as a supporter of the Soeharto regime alway came out a winner 
in the elections.

Politics
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After the downfall of the Suharto regime, Golkar is no longer the 
dominant party. In the post-1998 reform era, only in 2004, Golkar 
managed to win the elections.

The Table of Votes Garnered by the Golkar Party in the 
Elections in the Era of Reform

* Compiled from various sources

Looking at the table above, the new leadership of the Golkar Party has 
serious work to do, especially if you see the personal track records of 
Novanto.

Novanto has been alleged several times to be involved in some cases, 
like the case of the transfer agreement and the right to collect (cessie) 
in Bank Bali in 1999, the cases of PoN Riau bribery, the Akil Mochtar 
case, the e-ID card, and the most recent case of “Papa Wants Shares” 
(including misusing the name of President Jokowi when asking for the 
PT Freeport Indonesia’s shares).

Furthermore, Novanto was also involved in a controversy by appearing 
at a press conference related to the nomination of Donald Trump as a 
candidate for the President of the united States in mid-August 2015.

observing these developments, a political researcher from the 
Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI), Siti Zuhro said that the Golkar 
Party was in the danger of losing constituents in the 2019 elections. 
This has something to do with Novanto being the General Chair of 
the Extraordinary National Congress of the Golkar Party. As Novanto 
has a poor image in the public, according to Siti, he has the challenge 
to prove  himself to the public. If he managed to do this, Golkar will its 
regain  strength (www.kompas.com, 17/5).

on the other hand, Novanto realized that the image of Golkar in recent 
times has been tainted. However, Novanto is optimistic that he wil 
be able to change the stigma against the Golkar Party (www.kompas.
com, 19/5).

Politics
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However, concerning his personal image, Novanto believed that he 
had never done reprehensible. He also stressed that any steps that 
were taken are in the interests of the wider community. The negative 
image that was attached to him, he got, he said, is the image formation 
is also influenced by media coverage (www.tribunnews.com, 19/5).

Conclusions

Golkar Party’s Extraordinary National Congress was democratic,  
indicating that the Golkar Party is one of the modern parties in 
Indonesia. This is reflected in the passage of the functions of the party 
such as the recruitment function, the function of the means to manage 
conflict, political disemination function and the function of the means 
of political communications.

The selection of Novanto as the Chair of the Golkar Party, according to 
the author, at least can put an end to the internal conflicts in the Golkar 
Party. The consolidation of  a party becomes a chore that most major 
central leaderships experience, after the formation of the management 
of the Golkar Party. This would include  accommodating the interests 
of its competitors during the elections.

The biggest challenge for the Golkar Party is the negative images  of 
Novanto as the Chair and also the Golkar Party as an institution.

 

- arfianto Purbolaksono  -

The village fund policy 
under the Misnistry of 
Village, Disadvantage 
Regions, and 
Transmigration (PDT) is 
now in its second year. 
The internal evaluation 
of the ministry shows 
that the usage of village 
funds in the 2015 budget 
period has a bias of 7 
percent. This means 
that there is  some 
discrepancy in the using 
of village funds.

Politics
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Institutional Profile

The indonesian institute (Tii) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 october 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. Tii is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

Tii has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

Tii’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

Tii also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, Tii has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by Tii includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
Jl. k.H. Wahid Hasyim No. 194 
Jakarta Pusat 10250 Indonesia

Phone. 021 390 5558 Fax. 021 3190 7814
www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FGD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGos, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

one of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGos and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & Working Group Facilitation
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