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Foreword

corruption in Indonesia is an obstacle to the country’s economic, social, politic, 
and cultural developments because it has violated the rights of Indonesian 
people systematically. Therefore, in order to combat corruption in the country, 
a commission to eradicate corruption called KPK has been formed to supervise 
the prevention and repression of corruption through  Law No.30/2002 on KPK.

However, amidst the good work of KPK in combating corruption, there are 
many efforts to weaken KPK as an institution. one of them is through law 
amandement of the current KPK law, which has become a heated public debate 
today.

This February 2016 edition of the Indonesian Update will raise important 
themes on several fields. The main report for this edition is “Indonesia Still 
Needs KPK”. on the economy, it will talk about “Looking at the Debate over 
Jakarta-Bandung High Speed Railway”. on politics, it discusses “The Revised 
Law on Terrorism: Efforts against Terrorism in Indonesia”. on social affairs, it 
talks about “Urgency to Approve Law on Protection of Domestic Workers”.

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment – as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other element of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get actual information and contextual analysis of 
economic, legal, political, cultural, and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.
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Main report

Indonesia
Still Needs KPK

corruption in Indonesia is a barrier to economic, social, political, 
and cultural developments, as it is widespread and systematically 
violating the rights of the local economy. That is why corruption is 
categorized as an extraordinary crime (Artidjo Alkostar, 2013).

Therefore, in order to eradicate corruption, the government has 
established the corruption Eradication commission (KPK) as 
an  institution that oversees every effort to prevent and combat 
corruption through Law Number 30/2002 on the corruption 
Eradication commission (KPK Law).

However, amid all the efforts made by KPK in eradicating corruption, 
there have been a lot of efforts to weaken KPK. Indonesian 
corruption Watch (IcW) notes that since it was founded in 2003, 
there have been at least 11 (eleven) attempts to weaken KPK and 
nearly 20 judicial reviews on KPK law in the constitutional court 
(MK) (metrotvnews.com, 12/10/15).

one of the attempts to weaken the KPK that has drawn rejection 
is the revision of KPK Law. Saldi Isra, a Professor of constitutional 
Law at the Faculty of Law, University of Andalas, believes that the 
desire to paralyze KPK via the draft revision of KPK Law is clear to 
see.

The new Round of the Revision of KPK Law

A concrete action to revise KPK Law was carried out when 
the draft revision of KPK Law was put into the agenda of the 
National Legislation Program (Prolegnas) in 2011 by the House of 
Representatives (DPR).

In the developments, the effort to revise KPK Law was approved 
by all the factions in an internal meeting of the commission III of 
the House of Representatives on July 3, 2012. But the agreement 
to revise the KPK Law at the time did not manage to produce 
the manuscript or draft revision. Moreover, from the National 
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Palace (8/10/12), President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said in his 
speech that the revision of KPK Law had not been done properly 
(Metrotvnews.com, 10/12/15).

The revision of KPK Law had been raised again by some political 
forces in the House of Representatives in early February 2015, 
coinciding with the strained relationship between the Police and 
KPK. But, at that time the discourse on the revision of KPK Law 
had not received wide attention.

The discourse on the revision of the KPK Law started to gain 
widespread attention when the Minister of Justice and Human 
Rights (Menkumham), Yasonna Laoly, after a working meeting with 
the House of Representatives Legislation Board (Baleg DPR) stated 
that the government could not reject the proposal of the House of 
Representatives to revise KPK Law (metrotvnews.com, 10/12/15). 
Menkumham statement showed serious steps to revise KPK Law.

Responding to the dicourse, in a closed meeting to discuss the 
prevention and eradication of corruption at the Presidential Palace 
(6/19/15), President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) rejected the idea of 
revising KPK Law. But at that time, the House of Representatives 
decided to continue to revise KPK Law as a priority in Prolegnas 
2015 (Indonesia.com cNN, 06/19/15).

According to Saan Mustopa, the Vice chair of Baleg DPR-RI, the 
inclusion of the revised KPK Law is precisely the government’s 
request through Menkumham. But Pratikno, the Secretary of State, 
maintainedthat the President had no intention to revise KPK Law 
(metrotvnews.com, 06.19.2015).

The process of revising KPK law Law resumed in october 2015. 
on october 6, 2015, 45 members of House of Representatives 
from 6 factions proposed a revision of KPK Law to the Baleg DPR-
RI meeting. of the 45 members, as many as 15 people originating 
from PDIP, 9 people from golkar, 2 people from PKB, 11 people from 
Nasdem, 3 from Hanura, and 5 people from PPP (Kompas.com, 
10/08/15).

But after a consultation meeting between President Jokowi and 
the leaders of the House of Representatives (10/13/15), they finally 
decided to postpone the plan to revise the KPK Law.

Regardless of where the origin of the draft revision of KPK Law, the 
delay in the revision process shows that the attempts to revise these 
laws have never stopped.

Main report
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Baleg DPR-RI in a working meeting with Menkumham (11/27/2015), 
Yasonna Laoly agreed to discuss the revision of KPK Law. While on 
December 15, 2015 the House of Representatives held a plenary 
meeting to discuss Prolegnas 2015 (Kompas.com, 1/02/16).

The next step for  Baleg DPR-RI, on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 is 
to establish the Working committee (Panja) on KPK Bill (Kompas.
com, 10/02/16).

The Legitimacy of the Revision of KPK Law

Making a revision of legislation and even proposing a new act are the 
authorities of the Parliament and the government, as they assume 
a legislative function. Nevertheless, the formation and preparation 
to make a law must be initiated through the National Legislation 
Program (Prolegnas) in an effort to realize the national legal system.

According to Article 23 paragraph (2) of Law Number 12/2011 
on the Establishment of Regulation Legislation, the President and 
the Parliament are given the opportunities  to propose draft laws 
outside from Prolegnas with very strict conditions. Strict conditions 
mean exceptional circumstances, such during conflicts and natural 
disasters.

In addition, according to Saldi Isra, there are certain other 
conditions, such as national urgency that can be agreed by the 
House of Representatives  and Menkumham.

Through Prolegnas, as the early stage of the legislative process, 
either  a revision or a draft new legislation, should be carefully 
planned and should not be based on short-term interests.

Even though according to the law, the Parliament and the 
government has a strong legitimacy to revise KPK Law, seeing 
recent developments, the author feels that the revision is not the 
right step.

In addition, the revised substance that is being proposed will 
reduce the authorities of KPK. The revision will also reduce public 
confidence tin the Parliament. Furthermore, the public will doubt 
the government’s commitment to the eradication of corruption.

The Substance of the Revised KPK Law

There are 13 points of revision proposed by the Parliament as 
expressed in the inaugural meeting on the KPK bill in Baleg DPR-
RI (1/02/16). Basically, the 13 points of revision include 8 (eight) 
revised articles and five (5) new norms. The 13 points are the 

Main report
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follow-ups to the 4 points  previously agreed by the Parliament and 
the government.

The four points are: (1) establishing the Supervisory Board; (2) 
setting the permits for wiretapping; (3) granting the authority to 
issue a warrant for the discontinuation of cases (SP3); and (4) 
the removal of the investigators, investigators, and independent 
prosecutors of the corruption Eradication commission (Kompas.
com, 1/02/16).

According to the author, there are some things that need more 
attention. The first ones is related to the establishment of the 
Supervisory Board. According to the author, the formation of the 
Supervisory Board is not required because the KPK supervisory 
function lies with the Parliament and the President, as the 
embodiment of the system of checks and balances. Bambang 
Widjojanto, a former commissioner of KPK  has criticized that the 
formation of the Supervisory Board will make KPK not independent.

Bambang Widjojanto’s opinion, according to the author, is 
reasonable.  The revision also stipulates that the permission for 
tapping in the future  will not be given by the chair of a court but by 
the Supervisory Board. Furthermore, the Supervisory Board will 
also tasked with overseeing the implementation of KPK duties.

The Supervisory Board’s authority according to the author is not 
relevant because KPK is an independent agency. As a comparison, 
the supervisory boards of law enforcement agencies, such as the 
National Police commission (Kompolnas) and the committee of 
the Attorney general (Komisi Kejaksaan Agung), do not oversee 
the implementation of the duties and authorities of the institutions 
but overseeing the ethics of the officials. So, what we need is not 
the Supervisory Board but the Board of Ethics.

The second one is the tapping permission. There have been many 
cases successfully solved by KPK because of tapping operations, 
such as the corruption cases involving the Head of SKK-Migas,              
Rudi Rubiandini, M. Nazaruddin and others. The requestmfor 
permission of tapping will hamper the process of solving a case. 
What is more important is  that there will be higher risks for 
information leakage.

The third one is the authority to issue SP3. According to 
the author, this authority should not be given to KPK, as the 
spirit of the establishment of KPK is to strengthen the existing
institutions; that is, the Indonesian National Police (INP) and
the office of the Attorney general. So, the authority to issue SP3 
should only belong to the police and prosecutors. If KPK is also 

Main report
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given the authority, this will only equate KPK to the police and 
prosecution.

The last one is the appointment of independent investigators and 
independent prosecutors for KPK. The author  agrees with the 
rule so that KPK does not rely on investigators and prosecutors 
from the police and the  office of the Attorney general. As an 
independent agency, according to Zainal Arifin Mochtar, a Professor 
of constitutional Law at the University of gadjah Mada, KPK has 
the properties of a self-regulatory body. This means that KPK  has 
its own rules to ensure its existence and work patterns.

Strengthening KPK

The eradication corruption has always been disseminated as 
the government’s main program, but corruption remains rife. 
According to the main findings of Transparency International’s 
corruption Perception Index (cPI) in 2015, Indonesia was ranked 
107th of the 175 countries in the world, which shows that Indonesia 
is still a country with a high level of corruption.

The risks of corruption can come from both directions, the public 
sector and the private sector. If the government, both the House 
of Representatives and the President, had been aware of the big 
threat of corruption , the revision of KPK Law that is undermining 
KPK should have not be done.

However, a revision may be performed as long as it aims to 
strengthen the commission. Today, when the majority of political 
forces in the Parliament have agreed to revise the substance that is 
potentially weaken the KPK, our last hope is just the President.

President Jokowi must demonstrate a firm stance to refuse if the 
revision of KPK Law proves to weaken the KPK. Moreover, the 
Presidential Palace has reiterated the position to reject the revision 
of KPK Law and that will undermine the KPK. Therefore, the people 
will demand that the Palace keep its promise.

- Zihan Syahayani -

KPK is still urgently 
needed in Indonesia if the 
commitment to realize the 
idea of making Indonesia 
free of corruption is still 
strong.

Main report
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economics

Looking at the Debate over
Jakarta-Bandung High Speed Railway

In early February 2016, the discussion on the high-speed railway 
planned to operate from Jakarta to Bandung made the headline in 
many media     outlets. Many argue that the government of Indonesia 
has started the project hastily, causing the planning aspects, such as 
the submission of study documents, to be questionable. However, 
the government and some  proponents of this project argue that 
this project must be initiated as soon as possible in order to make 
Indonesia more competitive.

Right after the ground-breaking ceremony of the project took place 
in Mandalawangi, West Java, on January 21, President Joko Widodo 
explained that the project (which is worth around 70 trillion rupiah)  
was believed to be capable to improve national competitiveness 
(The Jakarta Post, 21/01/16). In the era of competition, he said, an 
efficient state – immediate to build and make decisions – would be 
the champion. With the development of high speed railways, the 
mobility of people and goods will be easier to be done.

In this article, the author would like to explain the heated debate 
in the society over the development of the Jakarta-Bandung high-
speed railway. Besides discussing the benefits, the author also try 
to explain things that are needed to be optimalized in the project 
development.

The Benefits of High-Speed Railway

The first thing that cannot be denied from the presence of the high-
speed railway is its speed and futuristic tecnology to answer today’s 
challenges. The Director of the High-Speed Railway Indonesia-
china (PT. KcIc), Hanggoro Budi, explains that the train, which 
will operate between Jakarta and Bandung (vv), is able to travel at 
350 km/h. With such speed, passengers will only need to spend 36 
minutes to go to either Jakarta or Bandung.
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compared to technologies used in other countries, the Jakarta-
Bandung high-speed railway will be capable to travel faster than 
similar train systems in developed countries, like France and Japan. 
The TgV in France is only able to travel at 300 km/h. Meanwhile, 
the famous Shinkansen from Japan is only capable to travel at 330 
km/h (Kompas, Februari 2016). From this point of view, Indonesian 
people should be proud of the technology used that is not inferior 
compared to those in developed countries.

Another benefit needed to take a look is the reduction of existing 
road burden. considering that the time consumed to go to Bandung 
from Jakarta vice versa is around 2.5 hours, then the people will 
consider to use the high-speed railway in the future due to its speed. 
Therefore, the burden of the cipularang (cikampek, Purwakarta, 
and Padalarang) Highway will be reduced. In the end, the roads 
will be effective to be  used by heavy logistic trucks in distributing 
goods.

The President has also explained that the presence of the high-
speed railway will generate new economic growth centers, like in 
Walini and Tegalluar, which were that previously untouchable by 
development projects. The centers will then become buffer cities for 
Jakarta and Bandung, which have become overcrowded nowadays. 
The high-speed railway is definitely reliable if in the future new 
cities can grow sinergically.

Through the development of new cities, contruction companies, 
primarilly state-own enterprises working for public works, will have 
opportunities in contributing to the country. Indonesian people will 
also have more chances to choose residences or new environments 
to conduct daily activities.

important Things to Consider

Talking about the opportunities of the  appearance of new growth 
centers,  like in Walini and Tegalluar, it is important to consider that 
the facilities offered there should be enjoyed by all people without 
any exception. With the new space, the goal to reduce the density of 
Jakarta and Bandung will run optimally. Therefore, social cohesion 
in the societies in Jakarta and Bandung will improve significantly.

Back to the debate over this high-speed railway, the author believes 
that although this kind of train has many benefits, the planning 
stages, however, should be conducted comprehensively. The stages 
must be done  according to the procedures set previously in order 

economics
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to not reduce the benefits and increase the costs for many parties, 
particularly the people of Indonesia who will become the users of 
the train in the future.

The data released by the Meteorology, climatology, and geophysics 
Agency (BMKg) show that areas that will be passed through by the 
train (which are mostly within West Java Province) are susciptable 
to earthquakes. BMKg explains that the railways are adjacent to 
four earthquake sources; that is, Baribis, Lembang, cimandiri faults 
and a subduction zone plate in Indian ocean in the southern part 
of  West Java. 

These conditions need a serious study carried out by stakeholders. 
considering the history of earthquakes and their effects, risk 
mitigation conducted comprehensively will be able to reduce the 
potential threats  against the passenger safety. The point is that even 
though the construting process seems hasty, the security aspects 
and benefits for the people of Indonesia must be the top priority. 
The government should not let any unexpected things arise and 
destroy the benefits of the Jakarta-Bandung high -speed railway in 
the future.

- Muhammad Reza Hermanto -

economics

Although the train 
has many benefits, 
the planning stages 
should be conducted 
comprehensively. 
The stages must be 
done according to 
the procedures set 
previously in order to 
not reduce the benefits 
and increase the costs 
for many parties, 
particularly the people 
of Indonesia who will be 
the users of the train in 
the future.
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Politics

The Revised Law on Terrorism:
Efforts against Terrorism in Indonesia

Thamrin bomb attacks struck Indonesia. All eyes have turned to 
the eradication of terrorism efforts in the country. The Thamrin 
bomb incident showed the weakness of the country’s efforts against 
terrorist attacks that killed eight people and left 26 people injured 
(www.cnnindonesia.com, 17/1).

In the aftermath of the Thamrin bomb attacks, the government 
has requested to revise the Law on countering Terrorism. This is an 
effort to build resistance against terrorism in Indonesia.

The Revised Law on Countering  Terrorism Crime

After Indonesia was struck by bomb attacks in Thamrin area (14/1), 
all parties have then begun to see the importance of very serious 
efforts in the fight against terror.

At a consultation meeting with leaders of state agencies (19/1), 
President Jokowi invited the heads of various state agencies to revise 
Law No. 15/2003 on countering Terrorism and Law No. 9/2013 on 
the Prevention and Eradication of Terrorism. The President offers 
a revision of the law because many parties have questioned its 
effectiveness in “preventing acts of terrorism” (www.bbc.com, 19/1).

Then the government’s request was responded by the Parliament.  
The chair of the Legislation Board of the DPR, Supratman Andi 
Agtas, said that the Parliament and the government agreed to 
incorporate the revised Act (UU) No.15 / 2003 on countering 
Terrorism crime into the 2016 National Legislation Program because 
of its urgency (www.antaranews.com, 21/1).

There are 12 crucial points in the draft revision. The first one is the 
prohibition of receiving potential terrorism items, such as explosives 
and chemical, biological, radiological, microorganism, nuclear and 
radioactive  weapons, which can be used to commit criminal acts of 
terrorism.
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Second, there is the ban on relationships with certain radical people 
or radical organizations overseas. Third, the ban on military exercises 
overseas with certain radical organizations for the preparations of 
terrorism acts in Indonesia or other countries. Fourth, the prohibition 
of making a contact either directly or indirectly with radical groups. 
Fifth, the ban on embracing, developing or understandimg the 
teachings of radical terrorist groups.

Sixth, the prohibition of joining radical terrorist groups. Seventh, 
the ban on recruiting other people or other groups to join radical 
groups. Eighth, the ban on sending people to join radical terrorist 
groups. Ninth, the ban on helping or donating anything to support 
the activities, needs and interests of radical terrorist groups.

Tenth, the ban on assisting the preparations of the activities carried 
out by radical terrorist groups. Eleventh, the prohibition of violence or 
threats violence and coercion to force people or groups to join radical 
groups. The twelfth, the ban on the trade of explosive materials 
and the  trade of components of chemical, biological, radiological, 
microorganism, nuclear weapons.

a Look at the Draft Revision of Law on Countering
Terrorism Crime

During discussions on the Draft Revision of  Anti-terrorism Law, 
there  have been some notes raised by a number of parties. chair 
of the Indonesian Ulema council (MUI) Maruf Amin said that MUI 
approved the revision of Law No. 15 of 2003 on Terrorism but with 
certain conditions. one of the conditions is to ensure that the draft 
revision focuses more on prevention. In addressing the problems of 
terrorism, law enforcement officers should be confident whether 
someone is involved or not. The presumption of innocence must be 
upheld (www.liputan6.com, 19/1).

Furthermore, the Deputy chair of the commission, Roichatul 
Aswidah, said that prevention was the most important part in the 
prevention of terrorism. However, prevention efforts should not be 
contrary to the principles of human rights (Human Rights)  (www.
kompas.com, 21/1).

However, different views come from among human rights activists 
in Indonesia. coordinator of the commission for Disappearances and 
Victims of Violence (contrast), Harris Azhar said that the revision of 
the law if done, would threaten civil liberties and freedom of speech. 
And could be misused to muzzle those who do not agree with the 

Politics
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government, especially in war-torn areas such as Papua (www. Bbc.
com, 20/1).

Conclusions

Paying attention to the  dynamic discussions on the revised anti-
terrorism law, the author argues that the government should give 
priority to the implementation of de-radicalization, which until now 
has not run optimally.

This is due to the lack of de-radicalization programs implemented by 
the government and BNPT. Meanwhile, perpetrators and followers 
of terrorist movements have been targeting younger generations.

This should also be followed by the construction of a multicultural 
educational system. currently, the development of a radical 
understanding has been entered into the halls of education, thus 
threatening the young generations of Indonesia. Meanwhile, 
Indonesia is a pluralistic nation, comprimising a variety of ethnic, 
religious, and racial groups.

Therefore, we need a multicultural education in schools and colleges 
that teach respect for the diversity of cultures, ethnicities, races and 
religions. Honor and respect towards others are quite urgent for the 
dissemination  of information to the younger generations.

Secondly, this revision is also supposed to regulate synergy between 
central and local governments in the face of radicalism and terrorism, 
as the current prevention and control of radicalism is mostly done by 
the central government.

As we all know, many of the people who belong to radical groups 
come from certain regions in the country.. Many local governments 
have not prioritized de-radicalization agenda in regional development 
programs. Development programs that respond to poverty and justice 
will at least minimize the growing influence of radical understanding.

Heads of regions should be aware that the omission of the issue of 
radicalism will lead to the disruption of peace and order in the regions.
If peace and order is disrupted in the regions,  public servants and 
regional development will be inhibited, so people will become victims.

-arfianto Purbolaksono-

Politics
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the Government has 
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effort to build resistance 
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Indonesia.
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Urgency to Approve Law
on Protection of Domestic Workers

cases of violence against domestic workers (PRT) re-occur. This 
time, the media attention is so great because the alleged perpetrator 
is FS, one of the members of the House of Representatives (DPR) 
of the Republic of Indonesia.

The handling of the case is considered slow, as T, the domestic 
worker  who was the victim,  has reported the acts of persecution 
since September 2015. The sluggish  report process of alleged 
violence was due to the administrative requirements that have to 
be fulfilled by law enforcement  apparatus in examining FS.

The administrative requirements are in accordance with Law (UU) 
No. 17 Year 2014 on the MPR, DPR, DPD and DPRD (MD3), which 
regulates that the examinations of every member of the MPR, 
DPR, DPD and DPRD, where a  member is allegedly involved in a 
criminal case must obtain permission from the President. once the 
permission from the President is received, then the Police will name 
FS a suspect and carry  out subsequent examinations.

Reflections on the Slow Legislative Processes
of the Domestic Workers  Law

According to the Domestic Workers Advocacy Network (JALA 
PRT), in the period of 2012-2014, violence against domestic 
workers as experienced by  T reached a level of 1071 cases. The 
usual suspects were the employers themselves.

This case can provide a momentum for us to reflect on why the 
Draft Law on the Protection of Domestic Workers, which has been 
initiated over 10 years ago, has not been passed by the DPR.

The first reflection that we can draw is the conflict of interests 
amongst  the members of the House themselves. Many members 
of Parliament in this regard are the employers.

social
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However, in the course of advocating the ratification of this law, Lita 
Anggraeni frm JALA PRT argues that this law will protected not 
only domestic workers but the employers themselves. For example, 
with  employment contracts that are clearly and legally registered, 
both parties will be protected. Both parties will have the right to 
sue the other party, if one does not comply with the employment 
agreements.

The second reflection is that the data presented by JALA PRT 
above, according to the author, are much smaller than the actual 
number of cases of violence against domestic workers. From 
the above case, we can see that law enforcement officers have 
the potential to slow the handling of the case because there are 
administrative challenges; for example, in examining the alleged 
perpetrator, who is a member of the House.

In other cases, law enforcement officials still see that cases of 
violence against domestic workers as family affairs, so they do 
not bring the cases to the court of law. Assuming that the cases 
of violence against domestic workers are family affairs, where the 
problem solving processes involve only two parties, then without 
any mediators, the author believes that justice and the resolution of 
the cases cannot be guaranteed.

The function of any mediators, whether it is in the forms of law 
enforcement authorities or public figures in the neighborhood, is 
to ensure that justice is present. In the context of policy, dispute 
settlement between employers and domestic workers should also 
be regulated in the Law on the Protection of the PRT.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Finally, the author argues that the presence of PRT Protection 
Act will bring justice for both sides if disputes arise, in addition to 
providing security and comfort during work.

In addition, the urge to pass the bill is also due to vulnerable groups 
and domestic workers in the country and overseas. According to 
the data of the National Agency for Placement and Protection of 
Indonesian Workers (BNP2TKI), 65% of workers overseas  are 
PRT.

In the country, the number of domestic workers reached a level 
of  nearly 2 million people. 12 percent of them were child domestic 
workers aged  below 18 years. 90 percent of them were female 
domestic workers (BPS 2008).

social
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Finally, the ratification of the draft law is a form of our recognition 
that domestic workers are unseen forces that support the economy,  
the government and other sectors.

- Lola amelia -

social

The passing of the 
domestic worker law is a 
form of recognition of us 
that domestic workers 
are unseen forces that 
support the economy,  
the government and 
other sectors.
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Institutional Profile

The indonesian institute (Tii) is a center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 october 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. Tii is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals.

Tii has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia.

Tii’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers.

Tii also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by Tii includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
gedung Pakarti center Lt. 7

Jl. Tanah Abang 3 No. 23-27 Jakarta Pusat 10160
Phone : (021) 38901937 Fax. : (021) 34832486

Email: contact@theindonesianinstitute.com
www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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research Programs

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS
The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS
According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FgD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed.
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Social Research

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, Ngos, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

one of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data. As one 
of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, surveys can 
be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign teams need to 
conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates in the society (2) 
to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most effective political 
machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find out about the 
most effective media to do the campaign.

research Programs
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Public discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion.

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered.

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils.

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the government, council Members, Private 
Sectors, Ngos and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy.

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & working Group Facilitation
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