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In the last five years, as democracy and the freedom of expression are improving, 
our diversity has been facing serious challenges. One of the challenges is the 
emergence of polemics over hate speeches, which have caused a number of 
conflicts.

The hate speeches have been caused by such factors as ethnicities, religions, 
beliefs, races, and groups (SARA).

The main report in the November 2015 edition of the Indonesian update is  
“Hate Speeches in the Realm of Freedom of Expression”. On economic affairs, 
it discusses, “Infrastructure and Growth Expectations in Border Areas”. 
On political affairs, it discusses, “the International Day of Tolerance and the 
Freedom of Building Houses of Worship in Indonesia”. On social affairs, it talks 
about, “the Indonesian Delegation Team At COP 21, Paris”.

The regular publication of the Indonesian update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FoReWoRD
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Hate Speeches in the Realm of Freedom of 

Expression

Main Report

The concept of unity in Diversity, or Bhineka Tunggal Ika, shows 
that  the Indonesian nation has lived in diversity and tolerance for 
centuries.  During that time, the Indonesian nation has enjoyed 
coexistence and mutual respect for any differences in diversity.

Nevertheless, this does not mean that during that time the 
Indonesian nation is free from conflicts and tensions. In the last 
five years, in line with awakening of democracy and the freedom 
of expression, our diversity have faced serious challenges. One of 
them is the emergence of polemics over hate speeches that have 
caused a lot of social conflicts.

Hate Speeches have been caused by some factors: ethnicities, 
religions, faiths/beliefs, races, and groups (SARA). This has been 
confirmed by Adrinus Meliala, a Commissioner of the National 
Police Commission (kompolnas), saying that hate speeches are 
not hatred speeches that are not personal but primordial attacks in 
nature. (www.bbc.com, November, 5, 2015).

According to a letter issued by the Indonesian National Police, 
Number SE/06/X/2015 on the Handling of Hate Speeches, in 
addition to SARA, Hate Speeches can also touch on skin colors, 
ethnicities, genders, people with disabilities (disability) and sexual 
orientations. Hate speeches could potentially trigger conflicts 
and violance in a community or between communities through  
provocation.

Human rights (HAM) activisists have been  troubled by various 
SARA riots all this time, as  the police has only been acting in 
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repressive ways, which has resulted in many victims. To respond 
to this pressure, Indonesian National Police (INP) Chief Badrodin 
Haiti has eventually published a  letter on the handling of hate 
speeches on October 8, 2015.

The inP chief  Letter on Hate Speeches

The issuance of letter Number SE/06/X/2015 on October 8, 2015 
on the handling of hate speeches has been widely questioned by the 
public. There have been pros and cons towards the letter.

Actually, the letter is intended as an internal guide or instruction 
for police personnel. One of its main objectives is to prevent social 
conflicts among the people, especially SARA conflicts, as there have 
been  violance, chaos, social conflicts and even murders triggered 
by hate speeches, such as the ones in Sampang, Cikeusik, Tolikara, 
and Singkil.

However, not all people support the issuance of the letter because 
they believe that the letter on the handling of hate speeches is an 
attempt to kill democracy. This is because according to the letter, 
Hate Speeches do not only include provocations but also insults, 
libels, defamation, unpleasant acts, and the dissemination of false 
news. Those provisions are suspected  to suppress the fredom of 
speech, especially in criticizing the Government.

The author observes that in general there are many who think 
that hate speeches are part of the freedom of expression, so they 
should be protected by law. They believe that criticisms towards 
the Government would be perceived by the government as hate 
speeches, even though according to the letter, speeches are 
perceived as hate speeches if  they have an impact on discrimination, 
violence, disappearance , and/or social conflicts. 

There are three main components of hate speeches. The first one is 
intention (mens rea). The second one is provocation. The third one 
is encouraging discrimination, violance and animosity on the bases 
of SARA, sexual orientation, and disability. Hate speeches are 
considered as conflict triggers, so those who deliver hate speeches 
will be kept silent to prevent conflict.

Main Report
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The author tries to understand the social unrest emerging  since 
the issuance of the letter, which incorporates the provisions on 
defamation, libel, unpleasant acts and dissemination of false news, 
or slander, which had also been include in the Criminal Code 
(kuHP) and the Electronic Information and Transaction (ITE) Law 
Number 11,  2008.

There have been enough people on trial and convicted for violating 
Articles 310 and 311 of the Criminal Code as well as ITE Law on 
defamation and unpleasant acts, for example. Many consider that 
the Criminal Code and ITE Law have multi interpretations and 
severe sanctions. The Prita Mulyasari case is one of the examples.

However, we need to remember that the provisions of  laws are 
different from the provisions in the Criminal Code and ITE Law. The 
differences lie in the elements of courage, violence, discrimination 
and enmity. For example, Article 310 on defamation in the Criminal 
Code is different from the provisions in the letter because it does 
not fulfill the components of discrimination, violance and enmity in 
the name of SARA.

The articles listed by the Indonesian National Police in the letter 
would remain valid even if they were not  mentioned in the letter, 
as they are  also regulated in the Criminal Code, ITE Law and some 
other laws. According to the author, legally there is no relevance 
betwen the letter and the accusation to  silence the freedom of 
speech.

conclusion and Recomendation

Hate speeches are actually a dicourse that is quite often discussed 
by thinkers and activists, especially those who care about the issues 
of tolerance, diversity, and peace. Long before the Indonesian 
National Police launched this issue, thinkers and activists had shown 
concerns over the phonomenon of Hate Speeches, which is very 
potential to cause conflicts, anarchism and violance.

The author realizes that hate speeches can lead to conflicts and 
violance, so it is important to deal with them.  Therefore, the 
author appreciates the good faith of the Indonesian the National 
Police in handling cases of  hate speeches through preventive efforts 

Main Report
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and repressive efforts.

In the eyes of the author, the Indonesian National Police is promoting 
preventive efforts by early detecting seeds of dissension, reaching 
out to the parties, bringing the parties together, finding a solution to 
reconcile, and providing the understanding of what are the results 
of hate speeches and social conflicts. All of these are the devidences 
of good faith of thd Indonesian National Police.

The Indonesian National Police should be really active and play a 
major role in order to prevent conflicts and violance as result of 
hate speeches. But, the Indonesian National Police has to be critical 
and alert, not letting the letter be applied excessively until the 
implications suppres democracy and freedom. There should be a 
distinction between hate speeches and criticisms. Criticisms towards 
public officials must be seen as healthy democratic processes.

However, the people themselves should be able to criticize public 
officials or whoever in a responsible manner. They should not let 
the freedom of expression and speech be defined freely without 
being based on the principle of responsible freedom. For example, 
blaspheming a party or  another group, especially using SARA, 
sexual orientation and disability issues.

Constitutionally, anyone has the right to express and issue 
opinions. However, when using the right, every person is obliged 
to respect other humans’ rights. This applies to anyone whether 
it be individuals, communities, institutions (including the media), 
organizations, the elements of government  and so on, both in the 
real and in the  virtual worlds.

-Zihan Syahayani– 

Main Report

Someone should not 
only talk about freedom, 
but also responsibility. 
Freedom also requires a 
balance betwen rights 
and obligations.
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Infrastructure and the Hopes for Growth 

in Border Areas

economic

For a long time, border areas in indonesia have been held hostage by 
many unsolved problems. Developmental issues like poverty, under-
developed education, and the lack of infrastructure, particularly 
roads and bridges, are some common challenges for the people 
living in the border areas of Indonesia.

As an archipelagic country, Indonesia shares its borders directly 
with several countries, such as Malaysia, Timor Leste, and Papua 
New Guinea. It has, at least, 39 municipalities/districts located in 
outermost areas of the country catagorized as disadvanteged areas. 
Some of them are located in West kalimantan, East kalimantan, 
Papua, and East Nusa Tenggara, which have land borders with 
neighboring countries.

From the disccusions on the management of border areas in the 
country, it can be concluded that the Government of Indonesia 
has implemented an improper paradigm on border management. It 
can be said that the government has only treated border areas as a 
backyard of Indonesia.

That improper management is believed to have generated 
disadvantages in border regions, way different from the implications 
of management in urban areas. The improvement of other 
approaches like optimizing natural resources potential has also been 
left behind due to wrong priorities of the government.

The evidence of this improper management can be seen by the 
conditions of Indonesians living in border areas compared to the local 
people of neighboring countries. The evidence is disappointment. 
The State Ministry of National Development Planning (Bappenas) 
in its 2014 study had successfully compared the conditions of people 
living in border areas both in the territories of Indonesia and in the 
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territories of neighboring countries, like Malaysia, Timor Leste, and 
Papua New Guinea.

From the research it could be clearly found that kupang Regency, 
North Central Timor Regency, and Belu Regency had better 
conditions than those in Oecusse and Bobonaro of Timor Leste. 
However, even  though Indonesia had better results, the conditions 
there were disappointing.

In contrast with the border areas in East Nusa Tenggara, the people 
living in Skouw Village, Muara Tami District, Jayapura had relatively 
the same conditions with Papua New Guinean living in Wutun 
Village in Sandaun Province.

The most different cases were clearly seen in the border areas 
between Indonesia and Malaysia. The people of Serawak had 
significantly better conditions compared to Indonesians living in 
West kalimantan Province and East kalimantan Province.

The different conditions of welfare to some extent could be defined 
as disparity. This had caused Indonesian people to not be involved 
in economic activities inside the country. Another problem that had 
been picked up by the media was that the people in the border areas 
did not use rupiah. Moreover, it could also be found that the people 
came in and out the country’s territories ilegally without proper 
procedures.

These activities potentially create economic losses because 
economic activities that should be conducted within a country have 
moved out to other areas. However, the people living there cannot 
be blamed automatically. The situations mentioned earlier have 
caused them to only have insufficient options to survive in their 
hard lives.

The Year of infrastructure

The answer to the prolonged problems taking place in border areas 
has come. President Joko Widodo through his presidential vision, 
Nawacita, states that the Government of Indonesia would like 
to develop Indonesia from its periphery with strengthening the 
rural areas within the framework of a unitary State of Indonesia. 

economic
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This vision defines that at least in the next five years there will 
be development at the local level, including border areas, as the 
locomotive of national development.

The implementation of border development plan is now contained 
in the Medium Term Development Plan (RPJMN) 2015 – 2019. 
According to this plan, National Ministries/Agencies are responsible 
for making strategic plans to achive the targets of development in 
border areas as stated in RPJMN. In the border development plan, 
10 regions will be developed to be National Center of Strategic 
Activities (PkSN), and 187 districts in border areas have been listed 
as locations of government development priority.

The Presidential Staff Office has announced that infrastructure 
development in border areas is now being conducted on and 
accelerated. In this particular case, the performance shown by the 
current government deserves to be appreciated as the government 
has been present not only for the people of big cities on Java Island, 
but also for those dwelling in border areas.

Based on the Progress Report on Border Roads 2015, in kalimantan, 
the total lenght of roads that have successfully been created has 
reached a level of 441.7 km. It still needs 329.66 km of additional 
roads according to the promise of the government. In East Nusa 
Tenggara, by the end of 2015, the government will finish at least 
47 km of roads. Meanwhile, in Papua, the government through the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing has also accomplished arond 
4,325 km of roads. This activities will definitely continue until the 
next two years (ksp.go.id, Agustus, 2015).

The Hope for Becoming Growth center

Theoretically, regions that have been set as PkSN will be pushed 
to become urban areas that will be able to develop surounding 
districts. A research activity titled “The Socio-Economic Impact 
of Infrastructure investment by Snieska and Simkunaite” (2009) 
showed empirical evidence that infrastructure played a significant 
role, not only for the people in general, but also for business climate 
of regions near the infrastructure.

As a result of this massive development, border areas are expected 

economic
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to not longer dependent on other regions, but become the sources of 
economic growth of the country and  to be able to help the regions 
in accelerating the achievement of efficient economic capacity in 
the regions.

The situations in the future are also expected to be able to attract 
new investors in order to achieve higher economic growth in border 
areas. Well-equipped infrastructure conditions are expected to 
be able to seize new economic opportunities that can be enjoyed 
by everyone in border areas whom have been marginilized from 
economic profits for so long.  

Moreover, infrastructure not only will give a positive impact on 
economic activities, it will also have an impact on social interests 
and cultural relationships in border areas. This has something to 
do with the similarity of ethnics and cultures, such as marriages, 
deaths, and other rituals. The improvement of quality and quantity 
of infrastructure in border areas can advance the refinement and 
improvement of social ties for both Indonesian people and those 
living in neighbor countries.

- Muhammad Reza Hermanto - 

economic

Through massive 
construction, border 
areas are expected to 
no longer dependent 
on other regions, but 
become the new sources 
of economic growth 
of the country and to 
able to help the regions  
in accelerating the 
achievment of efficient 
economic capacity in 
those regions.
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The International Day of Tolerance and the 

Freedom of Establishing  Houses of Worship 

in Indonesia

Since 1995, the united Nations (uN) has set 16 November as the 
International Tolerance Day. The message from the Secretary General 
of the uN in this year’s tolerance day is that tolerance requires 
investment by the State in the society. The uN Secretary General also 
called for the building of a society based on respect for human rights, 
“where fear, mistrust, and marginalization are replaced by pluralism, 
participation and respect for differences (unic-jakarta.org, 16/11).

This message is actually relevant to the current situations in Indonesia, 
where the number of cases of intolerance, especially the problems of 
establishing houses of worship  in Indonesia, is increasing. After the 
cases in Singkil and Manokwari, the most recent arson attack on a 
house of worship (owned by the Sapta Darma Group) transpired in 
Rembang, and the rejection of the establishment of Masjid As-Shuhada 
took place in Bitung.

This has become a concern of the nation. Actually, religious freedom 
andharmony in Indonesia have been regulated in Article 28  of Law 1945 
(the freedom of religion and worship), and Article 29 (the guarantee 
to practice religion and belief), but unfortunately these constitutional 
mandates have not been followed up.

 
One of the causes of the problem of establishing houses of worship is 
the Joint Decrees of the Minister of Religious Affairs and the Minister 
of Home Affairs No. 9 and No. 8 of 2006 (PBM 2006), which are used 
as the references today. This policy has become the basis for religious 
barrier to build houses of worship.

Article 14 Point 2 (a) states that a required list of names and ID cards of 
the people who will build houses of worship should at least include 90 

Politic
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people. The list should be approved by local authorities in accordance 
with the levels of boundaries.

Point (b) states that a required local support of at least 60 people should 
be approved by a village chief/ a village head. These administrative  
issues will usually escalate into conflicts. 

The central government and local governments do not have the 
political will to resolve these issues. In fact, many regional heads do 
not think that the issues are priority problems. Many regional heads 
prioritize programs that are populist in the public eye. This is obvious, 
as a regional head would like to stay in power and to win in the re-
election today. 

A regional head should realize that the omission of this issue will disrupt 
the peace and order in the region later on.  If the peace and order in the 
region is disrupted, public servants and regional development will be 
inhibited, so people will become victims.

In addition, both central and regional governments cannot act if they 
are confronted with the pressure of the masses. The government 
should be able to enforce the law firmly and fairly.

The policy of establishing houses of worship should be non-
discriminatory as it is a state service, and it ensures the equality of 
citizens without the distinctions of origins, races, ethnicities, and 
religions. Public services must be responsive to the interests and values 
of the public.

The task of the government is to negotiate and elaborate various 
interests of citizens and community groups. Thus, the character and 
values contained in the public service must contain values that exist 
in the society. Due to the dynamic community of public servants,  
character also must always be changed following the development of 
the society (Agus Dwiyanto, 2006).

Recommendations

The increase in the number of conflicts over the establishment of 

Politic
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houses of worship requires serious attention of the Government 
and Parliament. Therefore, the author argues that we need some 
necessary steps, first, to revoke 2006 PBM,  as this rule is perceived 
discriminatory and ineffective in practice.

Secondly, the Government and the Parliament are seriously pushing 
for Religious Protection Bill (Ruu PuB). PuB bill that was initiated by 
the government is expected to answer the problems that is  developing 
this time. The law is expected to provide a clear legal basis for both 
central and local governments to regulate religious harmony (especially 
regarding the establishment of houses of worship regulation) with non-
discriminatory.

Third, to urge the government to strictly enforce the law. Law 
enforcement is aimed at anyone responsible for any infringement of 
religions and beliefs. there should be harsh treatment iintolerant groups 
who commit violence in the name of religion.

Fourth, to encourage governments to meximize multicultural 
education. Required education respects and upholds the diversity of 
cultures, etnicities,races and religions. Respect and appreciation like 
this is an attitude that is very urgent to be socialized to the bureaucratic 
apparatus, religious leaders and the public, especially the younger 
generations.

-arfianto Purbolaksono-

Politic

The number of cases of 
intolerance, especially 
the problems of 
establishing houses of 
worship  in Indonesia, is 
increasing.
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social

The 21st Conference of Parties (COP) of the participating countries 
under the Convention on Climate Change (uNFCCC) will be held 
early December in Paris, France. COP 21 is important because it will 
discuss the deal after the second period of the kyoto Protocol, which 
will be completed in 2020.

The readiness of Indonesia to fight in the climate negotiations has been 
questioned. Not just because of the lack of public consultation by the 
government to face this moment, but also because of the recent cases 
relating to climate change, which is believed to have also become a 
discussion or global question about Indonesia’s commitment to deal  
with climate change.

The issues related to forest fires for example. Forest fires that had 
occurred in recent months in Indonesia are believed to have accelerated 
climate change. As of October 5, 2015, during the 110 days of fire, a 
total area of about 849.616 hectares of forests and an area of 513.384 
hectares  of peatland had been impacted (WALHI, 2015).

It is crucial for Indonesia to take an important role in climate change 
negotiations at COP 21. This can not be separated from Indonesia’s 
strategic position in the issue of climate change itself.

indonesia’s Strategic Position in climate change issues

Indonesia plays an important role in climate change issues, as the 
fifth largest population, a growing economy and also the third largest 
forest area in the world. Ironically, 60% of emissions come from the 
destruction of forests and peatland in Indonesia.

The current trend of forest destruction is likely to lead Indonesian 

Notes for Indonesian Delegation Team at 

COP 21 Paris 
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forests to lose 25% of the current total are in 2030. Deforestation in 
Indonesia accounted for 30-40% of global deforestation emissions in 
the period 2000 to 2010.

Conditions that have occured as a result of climate change in Indonesia 
are that the rainy seasons tend to be heavy and that the dry seasons 
tend to be more extreme.

In addition, the Met Office Hadley Centre (2014) reported that 
the temperature increase projected for the whole of Indonesia was 
generally consistent in the range of 2-2.5%.

Climate change will also potentially affect the economy, the structure 
of life, ecosystems and specific high risks in certain areas. These things   
should make Indonesia take an important role in the negotiations.

notes for the indonesian Delegation Team at cOP 21

Considering the importance of Indonesia in climate negotiations at 
COP 21 and how problems related to climate change impacts are still 
massive in Indonesia, it is essential, according to the author, for the  
Indonesian delegation at COP 21 to consider the following points.

Firstly, the commitment of Indonesia in the G20 meeting in Pittsburg 
in 2009 to reduce emissions by 26% by 2020 by itself, and  by 41% 
with international support. Meanwhile, according to the document of 
INDC (Intended Nationally Determined Contribution) of Indonesia, 
issued on September 24, 2015, by 2030 the reduction target is 29% by 
its  capabilities, and 41% with international assistance.

The Indonesian delegation should explain the results of the study. It 
should provide evidence of why Indonesia is more optimistic that it 
can reduce emissions by 3 percent greater than the initial commitment 
in 2009, amidst the many cases that in fact have accelerated climate 
change in Indonesia.

Secondly, the actors involved in climate change issues in Indonesia. 
The key actors are the government, the public and private sectors. It 

social
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is important for the Indonesian delegation to considef these actors as 
partners and not the oppositions.

The parties should cooperate with each. They should protect all the 
people of Indonesia and give special attention to the groups that are 
most vulnerable to the effects of climate change, such as farmers, 
fishermen, women, and children.

-Lola amelia -

The climate policy 
taken by the Indonesian 
government must 
protect all the people 
of Indonesia and give 
special attention to the 
groups  that are most 
vulnerble to the effects 
of climate change, such 
as farmers, fishermen, 
women, and children.
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Institutional Profile

The indonesian institute (Tii) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. Tii is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

Tii has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

Tii’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

Tii also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, Tii has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by Tii includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
Gedung Pakarti Center Lt. 7

Jl. Tanah Abang 3 No. 23-27 Jakarta Pusat 10160
Phone : (021) 38901937 Fax. : (021) 34832486

Email: contact@theindonesianinstitute.com
 www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FGD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

One of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & Working Group Facilitation
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