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A statement of Governor of the Special capital Region (DKI) of Jakarta Basuki 
Tjahaja Purnama, whom is often referred to as Ahok, about the dissolution 
of the Institute of Public Administration (IPDN) has created polemics in the 
media. IPDN as one of the driving factors of bureaucracy has been assessed by 
Ahok as being unable to improve services to the people.

The above Ahok statement is not just a question about the dissolution of 
IPDN. The real problem is the still slow pace of bureaucratic reforms in this 
country. Bureaucratic problems and complexity of regulations have hindered 
development in Indonesia over the years.

The main report in the September 2015 edition of the Indonesian update is  
“Awaiting Bureaucratic Reforms in the Jokowi-JK era”. on economic affairs, 
it discusses “Reforming Sea Ports”. on legal affairs, it discusses “The House 
of Representatives and the agenda of working visits.  on social affairs, it talks 
about  “From the MDGs to the SDGs”.

The regular publication of the Indonesian update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FoReWoRD
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Awaiting Bureaucratic Reforms

 in the Jokowi-JK Era

Main Report

A statement of Governor of the Special capital Region (DKI) of 
Jakarta Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, whom is often referred to as 
Ahok, about the dissolution of the Institute of Public Administration 
(IPDN) has created polemics in the media. Ahok has proposed to 
President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) to dissolve IPDN. Ahok argues 
that IPDN as one of the driving motors of bureaucracy can not 
improve  public service.

This view has been reinforced by the fact that Law No. 5 of 2014 on 
the civil State Apparatus (ASN) regulates that there are no longer 
privileges for civil servants (PNS) who are IPDN graduates.

Ahok’s above statement is not just a question about the dissolution 
of IPDN only. If we look further back, when he still assisted 
Jokowi as the Vice Governor of Jakarta, Ahok had also stated that 
the bureaucracy  was indeed a major obstacle in implementing 
development programs Jakarta (beritasatu.com, 13.04.2013). So, 
the real problem is the still the slow pace of bureaucratic reforms 
in this country.

The Bureaucratic Reform agenda of the Jokowi-JK 
administration

The issue of bureaucracy and the complexity of the regulations 
have become fundamental problems hampering development in 
Indonesia. This has been confirmed in the Doing Business 2015 
report released by the World Bank. Indonesia is ranked 153 in terms 
of licensing (october, 2014).

Likewise, in a report in the Global competitiveness Report 2014-2015 
released by the World Economic Forum, Indonesia’s bureaucratic 
inefficiency still got the score of 8.3. Nevertheless, this ranking was 
better than that in the previous year of 15.4 (September, 2014).

The long duration of the licensing process, the complicated 
bureaucracy, as well as the rampant extortion have an impact on 
the poor investment conditions in Indonesia. This in turn will slow 
economic growth in Indonesia.
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The Nine Principles of the governing administration (also called 
Nawa cita) under the leadership of President Jokowi are intended 
to building clean, effective, democratic and reliable government.

Recommendations and conclusions

According to the author, in order to implement nawacita to 
accelerate bureaucratic reforms,  Indonesia needs a revolutionuary 
movement that   will change the bureaucracy mental values, ethics, 
mindset and culture. The bureaucracy should change its mindset 
from aristocracy to serving the people. The bureaucracy should not 
only output-oriented but also   result- and benefit-oriented. With 
these changes, it is expected that the whole bureaucratic apparatus 
always cater to the welfare of the society.

Second, the institutional restructuring of the bureaucracy. The 
bureaucratic structure has been considered less agile in responding 
to the magnitude of the expectations of the society and the dynamics 
of social, political, and economic developments. Therefore, in 
order to quickly respond to this bureaucratic developments, 
thebbureaucratic structure must be arranged so that it will have the 
right size, the right processes and the right function. Therefore, the 
structure of the bureaucracy as the government administrators has 
to have a strong, agile, effective and efficient performance.

Third, improving the integrity and professionalism of the bureaucratic 
apparatus. The implementation of public service should be based 
on theintegrity and professionalism of the bureaucracy. In order 
to achieve this, it is necessary to increase the competence level of 
human resources.

Fourth, people participation. Good governance  requires transparent 
government as one of the foundations. The disclosure of information 
is one of the prerequisites to create a transparent government. A  
transparent government is a government that is transparent and 
participatory.

Fifth, building a monitoring and evaluation  system (M & E) for 
public services. M & E can provide information on the performance 
of policies, programs and projects of the government. M & E can 
identify what is working and what is not working, and identify why 
things happen. The  system should aim to improve  policy-making 
(including budgeting policy-making), policy development, policy 
management and policy accountability.

Therefore, it is worth waiting for bureaucratic reforms in the era of 
theJokowi-JK administration. one outcome of bureaucratic reforms 

Main Report
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can be seen by the excellent public servants. The excellent public 
service will provide  excellent services to the community, which is 
an obligation of the bureaucratic apparatus as public servants. The 
implementation of  public services  embodies state presence.

-arfianto Purbolaksono– 

Main Report

The issue of bureaucracy 
and the complexity of the 
regulations have become 
fundamental problems 
hampering development 
in Indonesia.
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Reforming the  Priok Port

economic

“I am making this company so rich!”, “I am so dissapointed!”. There 
were two statements issued by RJ. Lino, the cEo of PT. Pelindo 
2, to the Minister of National Development Planning Sofyan Djalil 
via mobile phone while the police raided his office in the area of 
Tanjung Priok Port  sometime ago. There was an allegation that he 
had been involved in the irregular procurement of fixed crane-type 
equipment (tempo.co, 28/08/2015).

Days before the case started, the general directorate of international 
trade Partogi Pangaribuan had officially been detained by the Jakarta 
Police command on suspicion of bribery and graft, which he had 
allegadly done in relation to the issue of loading and unloading of 
containers in the area of Tanjung Priok Port, Jakarta. A few days 
after, Partogi confessed that the allegation was right as the media 
had been reporting (metrotvnews.com, 03/08/2015).

The issue of port management has become public discussion again. 
The commitment of the government to build the country’s maritime 
sector should be appreciated. Maybe, if President Joko Widodo did 
not conduct the unannounced inspection, the problems will prolong 
until today.

Talking about ports also means talking about logistic issues. It is 
because both issues have similiarities. The high cost economy that 
is often faced  by domestic and international businesspeople is a 
thorny problem that can regularly be found in port areas.

The Logistics cost Problem

Nowadays, national economic situation is being pressured by 
uncertainty in the global economy. The sentiments around the 
issues of Fed Fund Rate, or the united States reference rate, and 
of the devaluation of chinnese Yen have made domestic economic 
situation heat up. one of the trusted ways to maintain the economy 
is reforming the investment climate to be more condusive and to 
not make invenstors pull out their money from the country.
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of several indicators that can influence investment climate in a 
country, logistics cost is one of the most important. The trading 
competitiveness  level of a country cannot be measured only by 
the product quality, innovation, and price. The improvement of  
competitiveness must also be supported by effective distribution 
(Suteja, 2015). It means that the high cost economy in logistics will 
make products less competitive.

According to the World Bank, Indonesia is a country that consists 
of no less than 10, 000 groups of islands spreading in an area similar 
to the  area stretching from New Jersey to Alaska in the united 
States. This means that water transportation and its infrstructure 
become important things for the people’s mobility and trading 
interests. However, ironically, maritime infrastructure as well as its 
institutional management system are still working inefficiently.

The logistics Performance Index released by the World Bank showed 
that Indonesia ranked 53 in 2014. This ranking was way lower 
compared to those of Singapore (5), Malaysia (25), Thailand (35), 
and even Vietnam (48). If we look deeper, of indicators mentioned 
in the index, the point for international shipment that is measured 
by the ease of arranging shipment was the biggest contibutor to 
Indonesia’s low ranking.

Nowadays, the ratio of logistics cost to gross domestic bruto in 
Indonesia is 24 percent. This number is quite high and will absolutely 
become a high burden for national economic growth. The World 
Bank in its study  says that if the government can reduce the ratio to 
16 percent, as has  been done in Thailand, then Indonesia will save 
70 to 80 billion uS Dollars per year. And this will be so valuable if it 
is converted to other useful programs.

Iqbal (in Jurnalmaritim.com, 2014) explains that at least there are 
several factors affecting the high cost economy of maritime logistics. 
First, freighters transit too long in a port can obviously double the 
normal time that a freighter should spend. Besides that, the sizes 
of the freight that can  transit in Indonesia are smaller compared 
to those in Singapore and Malaysia. Definitely, this constraint will 
generate inefficiency  because the capacity of the economy  cannot 
reach the economy of scale.

Third, the costs for fuel and storage in Indonesia are twenty percent 
higher than those in neighbouring countries. Time uncertainty has 
also become the other constraint in the country. For instance, 
moving goods from Sumatera to Java will take 25 days. This will 
have a bad impact especially on durable goods.

economic
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concrete actions and Recommendations

At the beginning of President Joko Widodo presidency, he spoke 
much  about maritime aspects. The ideas to make Indonesia as 
world maritime  fulcrum and to build sea toll roads are still discussed 
in mass media.  All authorities that have interests in the maritime 
sector are starting to conduct a reform in order to make maritime 
resources important parts to build the country.

The Tanjung Priok Port as one of the national logistics faces keeps 
improving itself. The Indonesia Port cooperation (IPc) that manages 
the port is increasing the existing capacity through constructing 
the Kalibaru Port. The project of Sorong Port as a west pacific hub 
has  also been in progress. It seems that the government is indeed 
making a lot of progress in order to reduce the logistics costs through 
building the nation from maritime sector.

Is it enough? As an Indonesian, we should not yet be complacent 
at the moment. Besides the infrastructure, an efficient institutional 
management system is also needed to create a productive port. 
Appropriate and harmonic regulations as well as improving human 
resources’ capacity in logistics industry will stimulate low logistics 
costs.

The process of law enforcement that is currently taking place should 
also be fully supported. It is an open secret that there are many 
mafia figures that have complicated the flows of goods at ports. This 
indicates that the government’s commitment to combat fraudulent 
is real. The strong willingness of the government and the support 
from the people will certainly be able to accelerate reformation 
processes at ports. Finally, the dream to make Indonesia an excel 
nation in the maritime sector and a world maritime fulcrum is no 
longer a utopian thing.

- Muhammad Reza Hermanto - 

economic

The World Bank in its 
study states that if the 
government can reduce 
the ratio to 16 percent, 
as what has been done in 
Thailand, Indonesia will 
save 70 to 80 billion US 
Dollars per year. And this 
will be so valuable if it is 
converted to other useful 
programs.
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The House of Representatives and 
Its Working Visit Agenda

A working visit by the House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Indonesia (DPR RI) to the united States of Amerika (uSA) has  created  
some controversies. The first one was the presence of a number of 
delegates at a press conference held by Donal Trump, a uS Presidential 
candidate, which was not part of the agenda of the working visit. 
The second one was some DPR  delegates brought along their family 
members. The third one was the duration of the visit, which began on 
August 31, 2015 until September 12, 2015.

The visit must have spent huge costs, The Indonesian Forum for 
Transparency (FITRA) calculated that the costs of a trip of the 
members of DPR RI to the uSA could spend up to Rp. 10 billion. Yeny 
Sucipto as the General Scretary (Sekjen) of FITRA assessed that DPR 
was not transparent to the amount of the costs incurred from every 
overseas working visit of the member of DPR RI. When referring to the 
previous year, a budget working visit to London reached more than 15 
billion rupiah. Again, the view that public money had been squandered 
by their representatives in the DPR for an overseas trip to the overseas 
become the interesting trend issue.

According to cNN Indonesia, Monday, September 7, 2015, there 
was an Indonesian Parliamentary delegation, which during its working 
visit to uSA, met with Donald Trump. The delegation was led by 
the Speaker of the House, Setya Novanto (Golkar) and consisting 
of, among others, Vice Speaker of the House Fadli Zon (Gerindra), 
chair of the Agency fori Inter-Parliamentary cooperation Nurhayati 
Ali Assegaf (Democrat), chair of the Household Affairs Roem 
Kono (Golkar), member of the commission on communications 
Robert Joppy cardinal (Golkar), Member of the commission on 
communications Markus Nari (Golkar), Member of the commission 
on Transportation umar Arsal (Democrat), member of Foreign Affairs 
commission, Tantowi (Golkar), and the Special Staff to the Speaker of 
the House Nurul Arifin. of all members of the Indonesian delegation, 
partly directly back to their homeland so after the IPu agenda. But 

Law
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others choose to extend the visit in New York, including Setya Novanto 
(Setnov) and Fadli Zon.

The formal agenda of the DPR on its working visit was actually to 
attend the 4th World conference of Speakers of Inter-Parliamentary 
union in New York, uSA, August 31- September, 2, 2015. This was 
a consequence  of the DPR RI joining the International Parliamentary 
union (IPu). According to Asep Warlan Yusuf, a constitutional law 
expert from university of Pahrayangan, the DPR RI has ratified the 
second track Reformation. The content of the ratification states that 
members of DPR also have a function to build a relationship with 
members of the international community, not only with the inter-
parliamentary relations. This is a function outside the main functions 
of the parliament: writing legislations, controlling or supervision, and 
budgeting.

Thus, the working visit of DPR, basically, was legitimate as long as it  
was true that its working visit was intended to achieve one of the duties 
and the functions of the DPR. However, a problem came up when 
Setya and Fadli cs held a meeting with Donald Trump, a candidate of 
uS president from the Republican Party. Setya and other delegates 
also participated in a Trump press conference. The atmosphere was 
similar to that of a campaign, which was not part of the official agenda 
of the working visit of the DPR.

Perhaps, we can play back the recording of the Trump press 
conference video that can be found in various media. To the media and 
his supporters, Trump introduced Setnov as the Speaker of the DPR 
RI, the “great” and the “most influential” person in Indonesia. After 
making a claim to create something important for America, Trump also 
threw a bait, “Do the people in Indonesia like me?” Without thinking, 
Novanto answered, “Yes”

This has become a problem. Politician of the Indonesia Democratic 
Party of Strugle, Budiman Sudjatmiko, believed  that Setya and Fadli 
Zon had violated the code of ethics of the House. In the author’s 
view, at least there were some codes of conduct that were violated, 
including Article 292 of the Regulation of the Parliament Rules of the 
code, which stipulates that each member in carrying out their duties 
must preserve the dignity, honor, image and credibility of the House.

Satya’s and Fadli’s presence and their statement at the press conference 
mentioned above will inevitably be questioned. Were they present at 
the press conference as sweeteners in Trump’s campaign? Was it some 
form of support? If it was true, in what capacity, as Satya and Fadli  did 
not have the right to vote?

Law
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In fact, in their capacity as the leaders of the DPR RI, they represent 
the voice of the Indonesian people. The Indonesian people are not only 
the people of Indonesia who live in Indonesia but also the Indonesian 
people who live in America. Is it true that all of them (Indonesian 
people) love and support Trump? Many people consider that Satya’s 
and Fadli’spresence and statement only embarrassed the image of 
DPR RI and the image of Indonesia. This is a proof that the voice of the 
people that they represent actually reject their actions.

DPR Defense

According to the information obtained from the Bureau of Public 
Relations of the Parliament, in Jakarta, Friday (09/11/2015) there 
were 4 (four) official agenda items that were  conducted by the DPR 
on its working visit to the united States: (1) discussion with the uS-
ASEAN Business council; (2) Meeting with the Speaker of the united 
States Senate, orrin Hatch; (3) Discussion with uSINDo (uS-
Indonesia Society); (4) Meeting with the Speaker of the uS House of 
Representatives, John Boehner; (5) A visit to the Library of congress. 
The meetinga were mostly about the relationship and cooperation 
between Indonesia and the uS over the years.

Meanwhile, regarding their presence at Donald Trump’s political 
campaign agenda, Fadli Zon has argued that it was an honor for 
Indonesia, because Donald Trump  is a successful entrepreneur who has 
also invested in Indonesia. Satya also said that a meeting with Donald 
Trump was at the invitation of the uS Presidential candidate without 
any specific purpose. Setya claimed that he has long been friends with 
Trump. comradeship that they have is Trump’s business in Indonesia.

However, the author notes that Satya’s and Fadli’s presence at 
Trump’s campaign were in their capacity as the leaders of the House of 
Representatives, so the presence has tainted the image of the DPR RI. 
DPR members should be cautious in preserving the dignity and integrity 
of the House. They should be selective in conducting meetings. The 
meeting with Trump probably would not matter if the agenda was in 
order to strengthen cooperation and international relations. The image 
of who else is at stake? The image of DPR. 

Ethics committee (MKD)

Because Indonesia is a country based on law, all matters relating to the 
system of state administration should be based on positive law. The 
debates between various parties over code violations committed by 
Setya and Fadli should be resolved legally.

The Ethics committee (MKD) is established by the DPR to maintan and 
enforce the honor and dignity of the Parliament as the representative 

Law
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body of the Indonesian people. The House of Representatives Rule 
Number 2 Year 2015 on the Procedures and Proceedings of the Ethics 
committe (MKD) regulates that in addition to carrying out verifications 
and investigations into complaints of alleged violations of ethics, MKD 
also has a duty to take reasonable precautions against members whose 
behaviors are not in line with the obligations of Members of Parliament.

In relation to the alleged violations of the code of ethics committed by 
Novanto and Fadli Zon, Junimart Girsang, as the chair of MKD, feels 
no need to wait for the report of complaints, either from the public or 
from members of the House, to immediately process the case.

The author believes that the steps taken by Junimart is right to maintain 
the honor of DPR. This issue should be resolved strictly so that in the 
future every attitude and act of the Parliament, both inside and outside 
of the building, can be maintained. MKD should immediately undertake 
verification of the parties reported. After the verification, the court 
should hold a plenary meeting of MKD to determine whether there are 
indications of violations of the code of conduct or not. If it is decided 
there are violations, then the process should be improved. The parties 
reported will be tried by MKD, and experts will be summoned to give  
opinions.

conclusions and Recommendations

According to the author, there are several provisions in the regulations 
on the code of ethics that need to be considered to assess violations 
committed by Setnov and Fadli such as: (1) each member in carrying 
out their duties must preserve the dignity, honor, image and credibility of 
the House; (2) a business trip is a trip that leaders or members conduct 
for the benefits of the country in relation to the tasks and powers as 
stipulated in the legislation, both within and outside the territories 
of Indonesia; (3) members of the House should avoid inappropriate 
behaviors as the image and honor of DPR both inside and outside the 
parliament will be assesed using the ethics and norms in the society; (4) 
members of Parliament as representatives of the people have private 
restrictions in actions and  behaviours

In addition, there is a provision that members of Parliament can be 
travelling in and out the country at state expense as stipulated in  laws 
and regulations. However, members of Parliament should not bring 
family members on a tour of duty, unless allowed by law or at his or her 
own expense.

The author hopes that there is transparency in the parliament’s budget 
for official travels, including the family members’ participation on official 
visits. It is important to solve the case so that the public will have trust 

In the future, every 
attitude and behaviour 
of the Parliament, either 
inside or outside the 
building, must maintain 
the dignity, honor, image 
and credibility of the 
House. MKD will not 
just cope, but it is also 
obliged to prevent.

Law
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in the Parliament. The author also demands that MKD be independent 
and free from influence of factions or other parties in carrying out its 
functions, duties, and responsibilities.

-Zihan Syahayani-

Law
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social

September 2015 coincided with the expiration of the Millennium 
Development Goals/ MDGs, which began in 2000. Regarding their 
performance, since one year before they ended, there had been  a 
lot of regional and global initiatives to review the implementation and 
achievement of the MDGs.

Although there are no data or  results of a comprehensive study on 
this subject, but all parties have agreed that the achievements of the 
MDGs  are not optimal. countries that were committed to executing 
this global agreement realize that they could not achieve all the goals 
in the MDGs,  so they need a program or a new global agreement to 
accelerate, improve and also to re-approach  MDGs.

Therefore, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have been  
introduced, and the end of 2015, they will be officially released. This 
will then make 2015 a crucial year in the fight against poverty, inequality 
and in the effort to tackle climate change problems.

Understanding SDGs and Their Relationship with indonesia

There are six important elements in SDGs, which focus on human 
development by ensuring the health and education of the communities, 
including women and children; on the elimination of poverty and 
the fight against inequality; on fostering a strong, inclusive and 
transformative  economy; on promoting a safe and peaceful society; 
on establishing cooperation to strengthen global solidarity in order to 
achieve sustainable development; and on protecting the ecosystem 
for the benefits of all and future generations (Pramono and Yuwono, 
2015).

SDGs have 17 goals, xwith 169 targets. When compared with 
Indonesia’s development priorities for 2015-2019, there are some 
similarities that we can see (Pramono and Yuwono, 2015). First, the 
SDGs’ first goal is to end poverty in all its forms anywhere. Indonesia’s 
development priorities  are poverty reduction, social protection and 
also the education sector.

Secondly, the SDGs’ second goal is ending hunger, achieving food 
security, improving nutrition and promoting sustainable agriculture. 

From MDGs to SDGs
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on Included in Indonesia’s development priorities are food security and 
job creation.

 Third, SDGs goal number 3 is to ensure a healthy life and to promote 
well-being of  all people from all age groups. Included in Indonesia’s 
development priorities are health priorities as well as political reforms, 
democracy and bureaucracy.

Fourth, to ensure the availability of water management, water and 
sanitation. Included in Indonesia’s development priorities are water and 
basic infrastructure.

Recommendations

The question then is how to ensure that the implementation of SDGs 
would be better than that of MDGs? How to ensure that mistakes in 
the execution, measurement or monitoring of the implementation of  
SDGs will not happen again?

In relation to supervision, after reviewing the regulatory processes of 
MDGs, we need to note the following points. First, it is necessary to 
build a sense of ownership in each country that runs this program. This 
is important, as the characteristics of each country are different. A 
lesson learned from the implentation of MDGs was that every country 
had started from the same conditions. The developed countries’ 
objectives and indicators cannot be the same as those in developing 
contries.

Secondly, the problem of data is a crucial issue in both programs. 
However,  Indonesia, does not have comprehensive data bank to be 
referred to. The data will be shared by many parties, and different 
measurement methods would yield different data outputs. What 
is needed  then is what is often called “the revolution of data”. This 
means that there are certain stakeholders who are given the duty and 
authority to integrate all data and to develop this data base.

-Lola amelia -

social

The awareness of 
all parties about 
the importance of 
breastfeeding and on 
the other hand, the 
realization that working 
mothers can still give 
breast milk for her baby. 
Awareness in this case I 
believe will also improve 
the productivity of the 
mothers, which would 
have a positive impact 
on the company and the 
families.
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Institutional Profile

The indonesian institute (Tii) is a center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 october 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. Tii is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

Tii has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

Tii’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

Tii also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, Tii has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by Tii includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
Gedung Pakarti center Lt. 7

Jl. Tanah Abang 3 No. 23-27 Jakarta Pusat 10160
Phone : (021) 38901937 Fax. : (021) 34832486

Email: contact@theindonesianinstitute.com
 www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FGD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGos, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

one of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGos and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & Working Group Facilitation
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