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Eid celebration in the country is normally related to homecoming activities or 
large family gatherings. Common issues that come up after the travelers return 
to the cities where they live are the accompanying  arelatives. The lure to 
have better lives with higher incomes than those   the villages makes migrants 
increasingly attracted to city lives.

This phenomenon should provide benefits to the destination cities via 
urbanization. However, instead of bringing prosperity to the people in the 
destination areas, this case would create new burdens for the government. 
growing urbanization is increasingly difficult to control by the state authorities. 
Public facilities that are still insufficient at this time will certainly be exacerbated 
by the presence of the new migrants.

The main report in the July 2015 edition of the Indonesian Update is  “Stemming 
the Rate of Urbanization”. on legal affairs, it discusses “Building the Villages, 
Building the State”. on social affairs, it talks about  “A Look at Religious Harmony 
in Post-Conflict Tolikara”,  “Lessons Learned from Conflict Resolution in the 
Tolikara Incident”, and “Reflections on National Children’s Day 2015”.

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FoReWoRD
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Stemming the Rate of Urbanization

Main Report

As an awaited moment, Eid ul-Fitr is a celebration for every muslim 
all over the globe. Thankfulness and joy will definitely color the day, 
considering the fasting efforts that have successfully been during 
the 30 days of the Ramadan. Thus, many Indonesian muslims refer 
to it as a day of moral victory.

Eid celebration in Indonesia is generally fulfilled with a number of 
activities, starting with congregated Eid prayers, enjoying delicious 
Eid  foods and drinks, and also going mudik, or returning to home 
towns, in order to spend time with family members, after  the busy 
time of working in the cities in the previous months.

In approximately seven days after the celebration, people will 
go back to their daily activities. Those who do homecoming will 
certainly go back to their work places. The usual issue of this time is 
that the people will  return together with their relatives. The lure to 
have a decent living with a higher income compared to that in rural 
areas makes migrants interested  in living in urban areas.

The issue of people movement from rural to urban areas in recent 
post-Lebaran days will always be a warm discussion. From an 
economic perspective, the attendance of migrants will have positive 
impacts on regional development if we refer to the regional gross 
domestic product. In the legal term, the public is also entitled to 
working and having a decent living (Constitution Article 27, 
paragraph 2).

This phenomenon should bring benefits to the city. However, 
instead of bringing prosperity to the communities, this case has 
generated new homework for the government. The existing 
urbanization will be difficult to be controlled by the state authorities. 
Insufficient public facilities nowadays will be further exacerbated by 
the presence of new migrants. 

A productivity issue is also a concern. A theory argues that the 
more labors available in the market, the easier for industries to 
increase their productivity. However, this assumption does not 
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work considering the labors from rural areas are quite far from 
the term of skilled labors. Therefore, industries will not be able to 
absorb them, and finally the migrants will only be a new burden for 
the government.

Both directly and indirectly, the impact of this phenomenon will 
also be felt by the people of the cities. The amount of poor people 
will definitely increase.  Slums will be scattered across the city. 
Congested roads and crimes will always haunt people in urban areas.  
The government should certainly make appropriate interventions 
to reduce the uncontrolled migration.

Motives to Live in Cities

In their home towns, people use their best accessories to show 
to their families and relatives that they have succeed to live in the 
cities. So, there  many people enchanted over the successes of their 
relatives. They believe that cities are capable of changing their lives 
in a very short period. The successfull stories then confirm that 
cities are the perfect places to work.

It is true that in reality cities have better infrastructure than rural 
areas. Skycrapers that adorn downtowns, upper class residences, 
and modern city centers exist  in several places in urban regions.

People mobilization among regions within cities is also well 
connected. Public transportation that is constructed integratedly 
will be able to help people move from one place to another. The 
emergence of new industries in suburbs of the cities will increase 
the desire of migrants to live in the urban regions, considering that 
the industries will certainly need a great numbers of new workers.

According to those factors, the post-Lebaran moment is a right 
time to start living in cities for the migrants. However, in fact, 
they oftenly do not understand the conditions that they will face 
in the future. They even do not know what kind of occupation that 
they will do in their new destinations. In the end, they will only be 
boneks, or determined migrants.

The Disparity of Development

The cause of rapid urbanization transpiring in Indonesia is the 
disparity of development. The Central Bureau of Statistics (BPS) 
reported that the gini index that counted the rate of overall income 
gap was 0.413 in 2013. The trend of this index has been increasing 
since 2000. It may be difficult for the government to make perfect 
income equality, but at least this index should decrease over time. 

Main Report
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Graphic of Gini Coefficient in indonesia

  

Source: Central Statistic Agency, 2000-2013.

It seems that economic growth in Indonesia in the past years has 
benefitted particular parties. According to a report by BPS, the 
percentage of people who earn the top twenty of income in the 
country always increases. Meanwhile, the percentages of the 
middle forty and the bottom forty are quite fluctuative.

The percentages of poverty in urban and rural areas are also 
different. In cities, still according to BPS, the percentage of poor 
people is only 8.52 percent. on the other hand, the poverty rate 
in the villages or rural regions has reached a level of 14.42 percent. 
The fact is that the gap has sparked the desire of the people in rural 
areas to change to better lives in the cities.

Strategies through Village Funds

This rapid, uncontrolled urbanization definitely requires appropriate 
treatments. Pro-equality programs should be formed optimally in 
every line. It needs synergic cooperations between policy makers 
and implementators.

President Joko widodo -- in his nawacita, President’s visions-- 
states that one of the priority programs is to develop Indonesia from 
the edges with strenghtening regions and villages in the frame of the 
Unitary Republic    of Indonesia. This issue is in line with the issue 
of the uncontrolled urbanization. one of the popular programs in 
inequality development nowadays is village funds. 

According to the Law (UU) No. 6 Year 2014 on Villages, 2015 is 
the beginning of the lending of the village funds. Philosophically, 
village funds are used to increase the prosperity and to distribute 
equal development through improving public services, increasing 
villages’ economies, eleminating disparity among villages, and 

Main Report
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also strengthening the people of the rural areas as subjects of 
development.

This program will obviously have positive impacts on the stemming 
of the rapid, uncontrolled urbanization in some cities in Indonesia. 
Fund allocation schemes are formed proportionally by the 
government, considering the number  of people, the size of regions, 
the poverty rate, as well as geographic burdens in most areas. 
These determinations definitely parallel with the principles of equal 
development.

one thing that has always been a problem in this country is the 
creation of good concepts which oftenly not being followed by 
optimal implementations. Judging from several studies and news 
in some media, the capability of rural government is now being 
questioned. It is apprehended that the lending of funds will not be 
used appropriately. Thus, the managemnt of village funds needs to 
become a serious concern. 

In addition, the coordinating problems should also become a 
concern. According to the regulation, village funds will be under 
the authority of the Ministry of Villages, Disadvantaged Regions, 
and Transmigration. Meanwhile, the civil servants who will work 
for this purpose are under the Ministry of Home Affairs. This 
issue certainly needs good coordinations to eleminate prospective 
obstacles in the near future. 

This issue also needs strong cooperation between the government 
and civil society. government needs to make sure that the lending 
of village funds will run properly without any particular party 
interests. This will involve an anti-graft institution to anticipate the 
spreading of prospective corruption, considering that the funds are 
in a very high amout of Rupiah. It is assessed that village funds are 
prospective to be corrupted in particular stage. good studies at the 
management of villages will make this program run optimally.

Civil society should also be involved actively to monitor the 
usage of village funds. Helping the government with capacity 
building program which usually been done by Non-governmental 
organizations (Ngo) will be a valuable help for the government 
to improve the capabilities of technical officer in the villages. In 
addittion, local communities and funds are also expected to be 
active to maintain the benefits of the village funds.

- Muhammad Reza Hermanto– 

Village funds have 
been considered having 
positive impacts on  the 
stemming uncontrolled, 
rapid urbanization 
in several cities in 
Indonesia. The obstacle 
followed is an appropriate 
implementation over the 
concept of this program.

Main Report
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Building Villages, Building the State

Law

one of the problems in relation to the government’s attention 
has always been equitable development, and now the current 
government is very concerned about  rural development.

Villages are a vital part that can not be separated in the hierarchical 
structure of a state. Historically, the villages are an embryo for the 
formation of a political society and the government in Indonesia.   
koentjaraningrat argues that long before a modern state was 
formed, the villages had become social entities that had the identity 
and completeness of various native cultures, traditions or local 
institutions, a democratic government, which had never had a 
typical autonomy (the original) in organizing their own lives (self 
governing communities).

Activists from the Forum  for the Updates on Rural Development 
(FPPD) have brought a new paradigm of the villages; that is, a village-
driven paradigm. Village-driven development in a terminological 
term is a new narrative in rural development in an era of transition. 
The villages are driving the development of the state. The drivers 
are public societies, with a pattern of empowerment and capacity 
building in developing rural villages (Sutoro Eko, 2014). Therefore, 
it  is no exaggeration if the author considers that by developing 
villages we  build the state. Strengthening rural development means 
achieving the nation’s prosperity.

Unfortunately, the paradigm to build the villages as one of the steps 
to build the state has not been achieved by history, as the law on 
villages have undergone many changes. Up to 2014, the government 
had passed Law of the Republic of Indonesia Number 6 Year 2014 
on the Villages. The presence of Law Number 6 Year 2014, here in 
after referred to as the  Village Las, has brought a new hope to the 
efforts to build the villages.

There are 9 (nine) purposes of the enactment of this Village Law. 
The purposes of the Village  Law are outlined in the description 
of the Village Law. Some of which are: (1) making village 
administrations professional, efficient and effective, open, and 
accountable; (2) promoting the economy of rural communities and 
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overcoming the gap of national development; and (3) strengthening 
rural communities as subjects of development.

In order to achieve these purposes or goals, the Village Law regulates 
the provision of village funds as a catalyst for efforts to build the 
villages. Village funds have been legally used to fund the village 
government administrations, the implementation of development, 
social development, and community empowerment. The village 
funds have caught public attention since the  Law was passed in 
2014.

Following up on the mandate of the LawVillage in the village funds, 
in 2015 Rp 20.7 trillion in the state Budget Amandment (APBN-P) 
will be distributed to 74093 villages throughout Indonesia. on June 
30 year 2015, 420 district/cities or approximately 96,77% of the 
entire regions in Indonesia have already receives village funds via 
the transfer phase I (Republika, July, 02, 2015).

It is interesting to analyze whether the village funds given to 
villages will be managed effectively, efficiently and accountably by 
the villages? or  are the village funds regarded as a blessing for the 
villages would be a disaster leading to abuse of funds in this country?

The Challenges to the implementation Village Funds

Judging the success or failure of the implementation of village 
funds today would only be a prediction or a hypothesis. However, 
predictions or hypotheses in the context of policy analysis are 
important as preventive measures of the abuses the policies that 
conflict with the ideals of the Village  Law (rechtside); that is, to 
build prosperous villages.

Through recognition and subsidiarity principles contained in 
the Village Law, the villages have a position and authority as 
independent villages. So, the villages have the right to manage their 
own government administrations, including the matter of managing 
the village funds. However, the implementation of village funds 
inevitably needs a tight supervision from various parties. As the 
funds disbursed by the government for villages are enormous (1 to 
1.4 billion per year (bps.go.id)), the implementation of village funds 
needs to be monitored closely in order to avoid any distortions or 
abuses of the management of the village funds. we should not let 
corruption enter the villages, as well as involving governors and 
regents/mayors.

There are at least 2 (two) main aspects that need to be closely 
monitored with regard to the management of the village funds. 

Law
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First, to oversee the preparedness and capacity building of the 
villages. The villages are said to be ready to manage village funds 
if they meet 3 (three) indicators: the quality of village officials is 
sufficient, good community participation, and having regulatory 
regulations and APBDes as legal documents for village heads in rural 
financial budget management. These are in line with the theory of 
legal effectiveness from Laurence M. Friedman that the law can 
work effectively if it is influenced by 3 (three) factors; namely, the 
structure, culture and substance.

Each village would have a different capacity. The villages should 
not be underestimated.  Villagers should not be seen as ignorant 
and incapable.  Nowadays, there are villagers who have information 
technology, as well as village social maps drawing clearly the assets 
of the villages and poverty. They (villagers) are also good at planning 
and budgeting. There are also BUMDes. So, our task ahead is to 
increase the capacity of the villages.

Secondly, monitoring the potential for corruption. Estimating the 
potential for corruption in the villages is an vigilant and anticipative 
attitude.Corruption in the country is the result of a decline in the 
quality of social life and the politics of the village administrations. 
The modus operandi of corruption in the village according to Fathur 
Rahman (a government science lecturer, the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Brawijaya University (UB)) includes four (4) things: (1) 
salaries are low at the village government level; (2) the village heads 
are elected by good at high political costs, so  corruption could be one 
way to restore his or her investment; (3) village heads have become 
the cash cows ofpolitical parties; (4) the lack of transparency in the 
administration of village administration system.

Moreover, with the presence of village funds, it is likely that village 
elections are more competitive. This will in turn  increase the 
political costs. Such conditions would create a tendency that chiefs 
of villages or village officials will be involved in corruption. Therefore, 
our next task is to establish a system of control and accountability 
of funds budget management that is synergic and integrative 

Conclussions and Recommendations

Village funds if used effectively, efficiently and responsibly are 
expected to bring the villages to prosperity. Furthermore, the 
mission of the government to achieve equitable development can 
be achieved.

Law
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As much as 12000 village professional assistants have been  
inaugurated by the Ministry of Rural Development and 
Transmigration on July 2, 2015, and we need to appreciate that. 
The purpose of assisting the villages is to improve the capacity, 
effectiveness and accountability of village governments and village 
development.

According to  the Ministry of Rural Development (Permendesa) 
Decree Number 3 Year 2015 on Rural Assistance, village assistance 
is not only done by professional assistants but also by the village 
community empowerment and/or third parties. The third parties 
mean Ngos, universities, community organizations, or the private 
companyies. HopesThere are hopes that parties that responsible 
for assisting the villages can work together. The tasks assigned to 
assistants according to Permendesa Number 3 Year 2015 are very 
detailed and complete. we hope that the ALaw will not only be a 
written document but actually be implemented with a commitment.

In addition to monitoring the village heads and village officials in 
managing village funds,  the author also believes that the assistants 
also need to be monitored. It is possible that village assistants or 
village facilitators are corrupt and exploit the weaknesses of village 
officials. The Commission on Corruption Eradication (kPk) argues 
learning from a previous similar programs, the Rural PNPM, the 
assistants, who were supposed to work to help the communities 
and village officials, were in fact involved in corruption and fraud 
(www.kpk.go.id, June 12, 2015).

Meanwhile, the optimization of the roles and functions of the 
Village Consultative Body (BPD) in monitoring the performance of 
the villages is important to do. Community participation to provide 
aspiration, suggestions and complaints can be done through the 
BPD as part of public control.

- Zihan Syahayani  - 

Law

The villages had existed 
long before Indonesia’s 
independence. Therefore,  
building the villages 
means developing the 
country. The Village 
Law is not just text, 
but has great ideas that 
must be monitored to be 
successful. Therefore, a 
strong joint commitment 
from all elements of 
the nation is required 
in order for village 
funds to be managed 
effectively, efficiently and 
responsibly.
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A Look at Religious Harmony
 Post-Tolikara Case

Friday, July 17, 2015, the forced stopping of the Eid prayer in Tolikara, 
Papua, led to the burning of a mosque. According to police reports, in 
addition to the mosque, six houses and 11 shops were reported burned 
down. The Tolikara case  has added to a long list of conflicts with 
religious backgrounds.

Previously based on the data Equivalents Institute in 2013 recorded 
222 violations of freedom of religion / belief with 292 forms of action 
such as intimidation, prohibition of religious activities, banning the 
establishment of places of worship, demolition of places of worship, 
and other forms, which are scattered in 20 provinces.

It has been reported that there have been 43 houses of worships that 
have  been targeted by irresponsible offenders.  In 2013, on 27 different  
occassions, 27 churches had been targeted. In the same year, 17 
mosques were also targeted.  Meanwhile, two viharas, two traditional 
beliefs, and   one Hindu temple in 2 events.

A report on the Independence of Religion / Belief in 2013 of had 
been published by the wahid Institute showed that during January 
to December 2013, the number of violations or intolerance found in 
Indonesia amounted to 245 cases, or events. The forms of intolerance  
perpetrated by state actors, such as inhibiting / blocking / sealing of 
houses of worship, were often found in the year 2013. The highest 
number of casualties was suffered by the Church (15 institutions), 
followed by Jemaah Ahmadiyah Indonesia Masjid JAI (12 institutions).

This has become a concern and quite alarming to the Indonesian 
delegates. Meanwhile, freedom and religious harmony in Indonesia has 
actually been regulated in the 1945 Constitution (UUD 1945). In UUD 
1945 Section 28 E of the freedom of religion and worship; Article 28 
A  regulates the limitation of worship for each person to create order; 
and Article 29  provides the assurance to practice religion and beliefs.

social
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Challenges in Creating Religious Harmony

As the  state Constitution, UUD 1945 recognizes, respects and 
preserves religious diversity in order to create inter-religious harmony. 
But according to the author, there are several challenges in creating 
religious harmony in Indonesia.

First, the challenge that stems from intolerant groups. These groups 
often urge regional heads not to give permission to the establishment of 
houses of worship for minorities and urge them to put a ban on others 
who are not in line with their beliefs. Second, the rules and regulations  
permitting the establishment of houses of worship, which until now 
often become the  sources of conflict in some areas.

Third, there are still many problems that hinder the work of the Forum 
for Religious Harmony (FkUB). Some of the  issues are the difference 
in views of local governments and FkUB officials on the maintenance 
of religious harmony; FkUB formation is considered a mere formality; 
FkUB membership composition does not reflect the composition of 
religious organizations; no clear work programs and activities of FkUB.

of these challenges, the author looks at some of the factors that hinder 
the creation of religious harmony. Some of these factors are: first, the 
weak roles of the actors. The central and regional governments are 
considered to have no political will in creating religious harmony. Many 
regional heads consider religious harmony is not a top priority program 
in the regions. There are also regional heads who cannot act fairly if 
they deal with the establishments of houses of worship.

In the case of gkI Yasmin; for example, the Supreme Court had issued 
a decision number 127 / Pk / TUN / 2009 on December 9, 2009 that 
was  in favour of the gkI Yasmin in relation with a building permit 
(IMB). However, the Mayor of Bogor then  issued Decree No. 645.45-
137 Year 2011 on the Revocation of the gkI Yasmin IMB on March 11, 
2011. The reason why the Mayor of Bogor did not want to comply 
with the Supreme Court decision was the falsification of signatures by 
Munir karta, who was the RT (tempo.co, 23/12/2014).

Second, weak law enforcement factors. In terms of the rules governing 
the maintenance of religious harmony, Joint Regulation of the Minister 
of Religious Affairs and the Minister of Home Affairs No. 8 and 9/2006 
(PBM 2006) does not have a strong, binding legal force.

Consequently, there is no compliance from the regional heads  to obey 
this regulation. There are no sanctions for regional heads who do not 
obey the rule. Also, there is no resolute attitude from the heads of 
regions and law enforcement officials when dealing with the pressure 
from the public.

social
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Third, the lack of multicultural education in the community. Now, 
almost all regions in Indonesia have turned into heterogeneous 
regions. But, rapid changes have not been followed by a change in 
public perception. The public does not know and understand the 
characteristics of each religion.

Recommendations

Looking at the above issues, the author recommends that first there 
is  the need for the Law (UU) on the Protection of Religious Lives 
that can protect the religious freedom of all people of Indonesia. The 
implementation of the 2006 PBM has been less effective, requiring its 
legal status be increased to the law level.

The Draft Law (RUU) on the Protection of Religious Lives that was 
initiated by the government is expected to answer the problems that 
are currently developing; that is, discrimination and protection of 
minorities. The bill is expected to provide a clear legal basis for both 
central and local governments to prevent and solve religious conflicts.

Second, the author urges the government to enforce the law in 
accordance with the principles of fairness, diversity and equality. Law 
enforcement should be applied to anyone who commits an offense, 
regardless of religion and beliefs. There should be firmness against 
intolerant groups who commit violence in the name of religion.

Third, improving multicultural education; that is, education that 
respects and upholds the diversity of cultures, ethnicities, races 
and religions. Respect and appreciation like this is an attitude that is 
very urgent  to be disseminated to the public, especially the younger 
generations.

- arfianto Purbolaksono -

social

UUD 1945 recognizes, 
respects and preserves 
the diversity of religions 
in order to create inter-
religious harmony.
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A violent incident that occurred during the Idul Fitri 2015 (17 July) 
in Tolikara, Papua has disturbed religious harmony, not only in Papua 
but also in other places in Indonesia. The information on the Tolikara  
incident has been spreading fast either through mainstream media or 
social media. However, there has been disinformation, because the 
Tolikara area is inaccessible to the media. This has been used by several 
parties to make provocations through cyberspace. 

In addition, some people have also questioned the security authorities’ 
early warning system and the performance of the intelligence. 
However, the violent incident in Tolikara has been responded quickly 
by government agencies both at the central and local levels and also by 
non-governmental organizations as well as community leaders.

The Tolikara  incident

The incident began when the Imam did the Takbir during the Ied prayer 
at koramil karubaga using loudspeakers. The loud sound annoyed 
dozens of youths from the Evangelical Church of Indonesia (gIDI) 
who were attending an international youth conference. They came to 
the Muslims to communicate this matter.

However, the negotiation was not successful. They urged the Muslims 
to disperse and throwed stones at them while they were still praying. 
Chaos ensued, and violence was not inevitable. The police then 
opened fire. As a result, dozens of people were injured, and one youth 
was killed. knowing there was someone killed, dozens of gIDI people 
became emotional and burned down shops (kiosks). The fire then 
burned a mosque that had   existed since 1988 in Tolikara.

In Indonesia, gIDI  had been pioneered by three western missionaries 
(Agency UFM mission and APCM) in 1955. Since February 12, 1962, 
the church was registered with the Ministry of Religious Affairs, 
and currently has 61 chapters, as well as two private hospitals and 
educational institutions (www.pusatgidi.org).

Lessons Learned from the Conflict Resolution of 
the Tolikara Incident
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This incident has resulted in the death of one person and dozens of 
people were injured. Moreover, there were 59 shops burned down, 
15 of which belonged to the non-Muslim community. In addition, the 
information about the Tolikaranincident started to be twisted into an 
issue of Muslim-Christian conflict in social media. As a result, many 
netizens on  the internet have been stating the action plans of revenge 
and will burn churches. This is bad precedence, because a group of 
people have been focusing on the religious issues, rather than providing 
a solution to the conflict.

what exactly happened is in the violent incident? And who was the 
main actor? Some agencies have formed investigation teams to look 
for the answers to both questions. In less than a week, the police have 
arrested the arsonists but still cannot be sure who the intellectual actors 
were. If it is not resolved completely, it will add to the bad records on 
violence in Papua and make local people live in fear, which could lead 
to latent conflicts.

Violence in Papua and Tolikara

The violence in Papua occurs frequently. According to the data from 
the National Violence Monitoring System (NVMS), from 1998-2014 
there were 14,942 recorded incidents of violence in Papua Province 
that consists of violent conflicts, violence by security forces, violent 
crimes and domestic violence. None of the past violent conflicts in 
Papua were caused by religious factors.

Table 1. Violent  Incidents inTolikara

 Source: SNPk data

social
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In Tolikara, during 2005-2014, there were 31 violent incidents, 
including 18 incidents of violent conflicts (see table 1). The problems 
of violent conflicts in Tolikara have mainly caused by debt problems, 
revenge, household problems that sparked clashes between citizens, 
clashes between villages, political issues such as election dissatisfaction 
(legislative elections, presidential elections and the local elections), 
separatist issues with security forces as well as dissatisfaction with the 
leadership of the local area. Thus, there have been no religious issues.

Likewise, the latest Tolikara incident of violenc was not motivated 
by religious issues as echoed by some parties from outside Papua. 
However, this was mainly due to miscommunication problems 
between gIDI, police and local government.

Fast Response to the Tolikara incident

In the Tolikara case, the government and non-government organizations 
at all levels are trying to respond quickly for the sake of peace and 
the restoration of the situation in Tolikara, Papua and to reduce the 
potential for violence in other regions, as the impact of the Tolikara 
incident.

At the grassroots level, a peace treaty between Christian and Muslim 
religious leaders had been conducted on July 22, 2015. It was symbolized 
by a hug between Reverend Jonah wenda from gIDI and Ustaz 
Haji Ali Muktar. They also made apologies at the koramil complex. 
In addition, the agenda continued with a celebration by citizens and 
public figures both from the Muslim and Christian communities.

Meanwhile, security forces have swiftly enforced the law and done the 
rehabilitation process. The police have arrested several people involved 
in the violence and  two suspects who alledgedly masterminded the 
riot. Both are a bank employee and a civil servant in Papua. Meanwhile, 
there are at least 100 military personnel deployed to actively rehabilitate 
the burned kiosks and a prayer hall. Moreover, along with the local 
people, they are also building a mosque to replace the burned down 
Mushala.

In addition, religious leaders both at the central and the regional levels 
is  have been calling on the people to keep the peace and stay away 
from provocation. The church leaders have expressed their apologies 
to the Muslim communities in Indonesia and specifically to those who 
have directly been affected by the violence in Tolikara. Muslim religious 
leaders have persuaded Muslims not to get provoked and to retaliate. 
And they have also urged the security forces to quickly investigate the 
Tolikara incident, including the shooting at the people that killed one 
Papuan youth.
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Meanwhile, at the central level, President Joko widodo has given 
three messages to respond to the Tolikara incident; namely, to create a 
communication forum for religious and community leaders, to rebuild 
the burned down buildings and to enforce the law. These three messages 
are very important  to contribute to the completion of the Tolikara 
case since they are messagea from the highest authority in Indonesia 
that are immediately followed up by officials of the relevant ministries, 
security forces, and local leaders. In addition, some ministers have also 
come to Papua to coordinate with local stakeholders and to provide 
social assistance. Likewise, the Chief of the Indonesian National Police, 
Badrodin Haiti, has immediately instructed his personnel to enforce 
the law.

Conflict resolution and peace-building actions undertaken by the 
government agencies and non-government in the Tolikara case are 
already well managed. They have implemented the roles of institutions 
in accordance with the Law on Social Conflict Management (Law 
No. 7/2012), in particular the role to maintain peace conditions and to 
reduce potential conflicts and to develop apeaceful dispute settlement 
systems.

There are four roles fornboth government agencies and non-
governmental  organizations in conflict prevention; namely, maintaining 
peaceful conditions, reducing  potential conflicts, establishing early 
warning systems, and developing systems of peaceful settlements of 
disputes (PRSP-THC Team, 2015).

Learning from the Tolikara case, it can be seen that a rapid response from 
government agencies, non-government organisations, security forces 
and community leaders can reduce the potential for conflicts. Until 
now, there are still some excesses felt due to the cases of Ahmadiyah, 
Cikeusik tragedy, Sampang and attacks on minority groups as well as 
potential latent conflicts in some areas. Thus, it is expected that all 
institutions, officials and the public  quickly respond the conflicts and 
promote peace-building, as in the Tolikara  case..

.

- Lubendik -

In the Tolikara, it  can 
be seen that a rapid 
response from the 
government agencies, 
non-government 
organizations, security 
forces and community 
leaders can reduce the 
potential for conflicts, so 
they do not escalate.
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social

Every July 23 is celebrated as National Children’s Day, since the   
issuance of Presidential Decree No. 44/1984 on National Children’s 
Day. Since then, National Children’s Day is widely celebrated with 
various ceremonial and substantial activities.

In 2015,  Children’s Day has also been celebrated widely. Even on 
his Twitter account, President Joko widodo put up a specific tweet 
about national children’s day: “The children are the inheritors of the 
motherland. Take care and make them happy. Happy Children’s Day 
Nasional.-Jkw. “

In addition to the various activities in celebrating National Children’s 
Day, this day should be a reflection on the extent to which Indonesian 
children’s various rights have been protected. The government should 
ensure that they can grow and develop properly. The author in this 
paper will focus on the stages of this reflection and will look at the 
extent to which the policy has been formulated for the fulfillment and 
protection of the children’s rights and at the objective conditions of the 
children of Indonesia. 

The Policy on Child Protection

great attention to children is set out explicitly in the 1945 Constitution, 
precisely in Paragraph B of Article 28 (2) that regulates that the 
state guarantees every child the right to live, grow, and develop and 
every child is entitled to protection from violence, exploitation and 
discrimination.

Meanwhile, at the international level, to demonstrate a commitment to 
the protection of children, Indonesia has ratified the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child through Presidential Decree No. 36 Year 1990. 
In addition, in the context of national legislation, Indonesia has also 
made various policies to fulfill and protect children’s rights. Primarily, 
Law Number 23 of 2002 has been converted into Law No. 35 of 2014 
on the Amendment of Act No. 23 of 2002 on Child Protection.

Reflections on 2015 National Children’s Day
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In addition, Law No. 23 Year 2014 on Regional government that 
emphasizes sub-government affairs in the field of child protection is an 
obligatory function of government non-basic services, which should be 
done by the governments of provinces, districts and cities.

The Objective Conditions of indonesian Children 

From the description above, we can see that so many policies are 
formulated with the aim of fulfilling and protecting various rights of 
children. But in reality, have Indonesian children’s various rights actually 
been fulfilled?

The data from the Ministry of Social Affairs in 2014 showed that 
1.2 million children under 5 years were neglected. 2.9 million were 
neglected  the streets, and 2.3 million children aged 7-15 years dropped 
out of school.

on the other hand, the Indonesian Child Protection Commission 
(kPAI) noted that since 2011 cases of child abuse have continued to 
rise. If in 2011, there were 2,178 cases of violence against children, in 
2012 the number rose to 3,512 cases. In 2013 there were 4,311 cases, 
and in 2014 the number went up to 5,066 cases (koran Tempo, 23/7).

Child abuse is defined as any acts or actions against child misery or 
suffering physical, sexual, psychological/ mental/ emotional problems.

The forms of violence are then developed, and there is no single 
shape. According to Sudibyo Alimoeso, the Deputy for Family 
welfare and Family Empowerment at the Agency for Population and 
Family Planning, leaving children alone, not caring about children, 
letting children struggle with television and various gadgets without 
supervision  is also an abandonment. (kompas, 24/7).

Violence will have a lasting impact on the development of children 
if it is not filtered properly. Not only these children be exposed to 
pornographic content, the violent content will discriminate against 
others because of physical differences, social status of religion and so 
forth.

Conclusion

It appears that a number of laws and regulations related to children  
explicitly include a commitment to comply and to protect various 
rights of the children. This does not necessarily guarantee Indonesia’s 
children could be released from forms of violence.

social
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The political will of governments as policy implementers is very 
necessary, both at the central and local governments. It is because 
as in the last revision of the Local government Act has included the 
protection of children as one of the tasks required area.

other than cooperation, public awareness and active participation  are 
also required. The public is expected to cooperate with the government 
in maintaining theAdministrTionnvironment, or with other community 
groups to create an environment, which is safe, friendly and worthy for 
children. This is because with the environment that is safe, friendly and 
worthy alone children can grow flowers well.

-Lola amelia -

Only with a safe, 
friendly and worthy 
environment, children 
can grow well and 
can optimize the 
development of all the 
potential that they have.

social
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Institutional Profile

The indonesian institute (Tii) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 october 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. Tii is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

Tii has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

Tii’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

Tii also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, Tii has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by Tii includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
gedung Pakarti Center Lt. 7

Jl. Tanah Abang 3 No. 23-27 Jakarta Pusat 10160
Phone : (021) 38901937 Fax. : (021) 34832486

Email: contact@theindonesianinstitute.com
 www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. with qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FgD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, Ngos, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

one of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, Ngos and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & Working Group Facilitation
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