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As a representative institution, the house of Representatives (DPR) is obliged 
to fight for the aspirations and interests of the people who have  elected 
them through general elections. unfortunately, the level of public trust in the 
Parliament today has begun to decline. this is often caused by damages to the 
image of members of Parliament due to poor performance, corruption, and so 
on and so forth.

one of the measures to reclaim public trust in 2015 is the Parliament’s proposed 
Aspiration Funds. but, there has been a growing opinion in the media to oppose 
the funds. the Parliament’s proposal regarding the Aspiration Funds has even 
brought a lot of criticisms and rejections.  these have instead increased public 
suspicions. If the house is persistent, will the aspiration funds  fuel public 
distrust?

the main report in the June 2015 edition of the Indonesian update is  “Polemics 
over Aspiration Funds and Jeopardizing Image of DPR”. on the economy, it 
discusses “the Problems of Domestic Industries”. on politics, it talks about  
“Looking at Political Communications of Jokowi-JK Administration”. on 
social affairs, it discusses “Questioning Child Labor in Indonesia”.

the regular publication of the Indonesian update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FoReWoRD
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Polemics over Aspiration Funds and 
Jeopardizing of Parliament Image

Main Report

the house of Representatives is a representative body established to 
realize a system of representative democracy that we have adopted. 
It means that the house of Representatives has a commitment to 
fight for the aspirations of the constituents, or the people who have 
elected them through general elections. unfortunately, the level of 
public trust in the house of Representatives today has begun to 
decline because of the tainted image of the house of Representatives 
due to its bad performance, corruption, etc.

the results of a Cirus Surveyors group survey in 2013 showed that 
as many as 53.6 percent of the 2200 respondents in 33 provinces 
in Indonesia believed that members of house of Representatives 
in the period 2009-2014 did not fight for a budget that was in 
line with the people’s interests. then as many as 51.9 percent of 
respondents argued that the members of house of Representatives 
did not supervise the government well. Recently, as many as 
47.9 percent of respondents thought that the members of house 
of Representatives did not make laws that were beneficial to the 
people’s interests. Meanwhile, 60.1 percent of respondents thought 
that members of the house of Representatives did not fight for the 
aspirations of the people.

one of the strategies to reclaim public trust in 2015 is the proposed 
Aspiration Funds. According to Lukman Edy, the Vice Chair of 
the Commission II of the house of Representatives from the 
PKb faction, there are 25 reasons why Aspiration Funds, which 
is named the Regional Development Program Selection (P2DP), 
are important to be supported. two of the reasons are to increase 
public trust in the house of Representatives and to increase the 
authority of the house of Representatives in the eyes of the public.

but, many opinions in the media have shown the opposite. the 
Parliament’s proposal regarding the Aspiration Funds has even 
brought a lot of criticisms and rejections. this is not increasing 
public trust but instead increasing public prejudice. If the house 
of Representatives is persistent in defending their opinion, will the 
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Aspiration Funds be increasing public distrust?

The Discource on aspiration Funds

the idea of Aspiration Funds has been debated since 2011. the 
house of Representatives in the period of 2009-2014 introduced 
the discourse on the urgency of Aspiration Funds. In fact, according 
to the records of the National Secretariat of the Indonesian Forum 
for budget transparency (Seknas FItRA 2010), the Commission 
XI of the house of Representatives in 2010, which was credited 
for increasing the tax revenue estimation, had asked for fees for its 
services amounting to Rp. 2 trillion for their constituencies.

this demand continued when the golkar faction responded to the 
Macroeconomic Framework and the Principles of Fiscal Policy in 
2011 by asking the allocation of development funds for the electoral 
districts up to Rp 15 billion per year per member of the house of 
Representatives. however, the Parliament’s efforts to realize 
Aspiration Funds have not been successful. In 2015, the house of 
Representatives is proposing the Aspiration Funds again.

From a legal aspect, the Parliament as the representatives of the 
people has three main functions, which are legislation, controling 
and budgeting. In order to carry out these three functions, the 
Parliament is given duties and authorities. For example in order to 
perform the legislative function, the house of Representative has 
the authority in legislative drafting.

Second, in order to perform the controling function, the house 
of Representative has the authority to control or supervise the 
implementation of the Acts, APbN (national budget), as well as 
government policies. In relation to the budgeting function, the 
house of Representatives is given the authority to give the approval 
for APbN  drafts, which are proposed by the goverment/President. 
Moreover, duties and powers of the house of Representatives that 
are closely related to the Parliament as the representation of the 
people are to absorb, accommodate and follow up the people’s 
aspirations.

Furthermore, in order to carry out its duties and authorities, 
the members of house of Representatives are given rights and 
responsibilities. one of the rights of the Parliament that has been 
made the juridical basis of the Aspiration Funds is the right to 
propose and fight for regional development programs. this right  is 
contained in the Act on MPR, DPR, DPRD, and DPD (uu MD3), 
which accommodates and follows up the aspirations and complaints 

Main Report
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from the public.

From a legal perspective, it is clear that there is a positive correlation 
between the duties, powers, rights and responsibility of the house 
of Representatives, especially in the context of P2DP. then, the 
question  is whether the Aspiration Funds should be for P2DP? 
Are these Aspiration Funds actually needed by the constituents as 
shown by the Parliament work?

until now, the idea of Aspiration Funds has weaknesses that we 
need to underline. one of them is the clarity of the concept of 
realization. the house of Representatives has unfinished work 
to make a blueprint that sets out how this program will be done. 
It discusses the implementation of Aspiration Funds in the future. 
In the author’s view it is crucial because Aspiration Funds are so 
great. If they are approved, the State must provide a budget of less 
than Rp. 200 trillion. the house of Representatives until now only 
talks abaut the argument of urgency of the Aspiration Funds, which 
actually still need to be studied.

In the end, the house of Representatives has not been able to answer 
the polemics over (1) how to put the Aspiration Funds amounting to 
Rp 20 billion per year per member of the house of Representatives 
in the state annual budget (APbN) and how to have an integrated, 
sustainable budget system (2) how to make the realization of the 
program does not overlap with programs initiated by the Provincial 
Parliaments, for example? (3) how will the accountability of the 
Aspiration Funds be if this program is approved?

It is important to remember that Aspiration Funds that were 
proposed by the house of Representatives earlier during (2009-
2014) were not approved because the house of Representation 
did not have answers to these questions. therefore, if Aspiration 
Funds want to be proposed again, the house of Representatives 
should review this idea again and prepare the answers, both about 
the concepts and mechanisms of how the funds will be used, and 
also prepare the process of accountability.

Conclusion and Recommendation

Considering that the idea of Aspiration Funds is still raw in terms of 
the implementation, the author thinks that this idea still requires a 
lot of review.

First, regarding the concept, P2DP must be harmonized with the 
government’s mission to achieve equitable regional development. 
Meanwhile, to avoid overlap between the executive and legislative 

Main Report
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programs, both at the central and local levels, there is the need for 
synchronization and harmonization of programs at the beginning of 
the design and planning stage.

Second, the mechanism of how the Aspiration Funds is used. the 
Aspiration Funds for this P2DP should not be given to every member 
of the house of Representatives individually because of the corrupt 
behavior. to be more accountable, the Aspiration Funds should be 
concentrated in on a body set up in the house of Representatives. 
this is intended to make the use of Aspiration Funds accountable 
and clear. one should remember that every member of house 
of Representatives has the Recess Funds and that the funds have 
not been used optimally. Accountability mechanisms should be 
established from the stages of submission, disbursement, utilization 
and accountability. It is important to ensure thatthe use of Aspiration 
Funds needs to be accountable and can be accessed by the public.

third, the process of accountability. the use of Aspiration Funds 
should be ready to be controled or supervised, either by the 
Corruption Eradication Commission, the Supreme Audit board of 
Indonesia, as well as by civil society. therefore, the mechanism of 
complaint needs to be established based on principles of transparancy 
and acountability. According to the author, the Aspiration Funds 
which cannot be approved this year, should be freed from various 
kinds of suspicions or perjudice, the house of Representatives 
should prove that it is capable of and committed to fighting for the 
aspirations of the people. It should prove that it can first use the 
Recess Funds optimally.

Moreover, the house of Representatives actually still has a lot 
of homework. the house of Representatives’ efforts to build 
the regions should not only be done by using the Aspiration 
Funds alone. there are many other ways to develop the regions, 
supervising the implementation of the Act on Village; for example, 
where the responsibility of the house of Representatives does 
not finish when the Act on Village has successfully been passed. 
the responsibility should continue in the stage of supervision. this 
is because the house of Representatives has both legislative and 
controling functions, especially with regard to the funds of one-
billion per village funds. It is also an effort to fight for the aspirations 
of the regions

- Zihan Syahayani – 

Constitution is an 
agreement, that includes 
deal between legislator 
and people’s interest. 
Therefore, all of state 
leaders agree to make 
policy in the name of 
people’s welfare not 
legislator’s.

Main Report
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Problems in Domestic Industries

economic

Amidst warm disscussions on ways to decrease prices of 
commodities through import schemes at the beginning of Ramadan, 
for five consecutive months from January 2015, Indonesia’s balance 
of trade has   been having a surplus. the data from the Ministry 
of trade showed that bot’s surplus had touched a level of 3.752 
billion uS dollars during January to Mei.

trade in non-oil commodities still obtained a surplus, with the level  
of exports (56.190 billion uS dollars) being higher than that of 
imports (50.448 billion uS dollars). the deficit in the oil sector had 
also decreased from the previous period at a level of 1.989 billion uS 
dollars (Kemendag.go.id, 22/06/2015).

indonesia’s Balance of Trade

Source : Ministry of trade Rep. of Indonesia, 2015

Considering the current situation, the government deserves to be 
complacent about this international trade achievment. the surplus 
trend will obviously have a positive impact on the current account 
in the second quarter of 2015. 

In addition, the surplus in exports-imports will certainly increase 
national income. Visibly, the current state of balance of trade is like 
a breath of fresh air to the government considering that Indonesia 
needs to boost its economic growth, as a consequence of the slow 
growth in the first quarter of 2015.

If we look closely the pattern of the current balance of trade, the 
surplus is not a result of a significant increase in export value. the 
situation has something to do more with the decrease in  import 
value.
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The Depreciation of Rupiah

In some cases, the decrease in the value of imports, such as the 
imports of main food coomodities and ready-to-use goods, is 
intended. however, the current situation has seen the decrease in 
imports of capital goods or of those that will be used in production 
processes. this issue is an indication   of the weakening of domestic 
industries.

the high dependency of domestic industry on imported input has 
been perceived as an open secret. It has been proven with the 
data from the Central Statistics Agency that has reported that 76 
percent of imported products flooding domestic markets are raw 
materials, auxiliary materials, and capital goods. Local producers 
need those products in order to process them into other forms that 
have more added values.

the decrease in imports is a result of the weakening of rupiah’s 
exchange rate to uS dollar in recent months. up to the completion 
of this work, middle the IDR’s exchange rate to the dollar has already 
reached  a level of Rp.13,356 (bi.go.id, 29/06/2015).

the weakening of the rupiah happening today is mostly attributable 
to the contribution of external factors. the ones that have 
contributed much are the expiration of the quantitative easing 
policy in the uS, as well as the increased expectation of the fed fund 
rates in the united States.

the slowing down of economic growth in Europe and Asia has 
also affected commodity prices. Fresh funds that should have been  
circulating in commodity markets have turned into uS dollars as a 
safe haven for currencies in financial markets.

the weaking of rupiah based on this mechanism will certainly make 
domestic industry which  depends on the imported input hard to 
operate. high cost to do business in Indonesia, e.g., the high cost of 
energy and the increasing of minimum labor cost for years, will be 
exacerbated with this exchange rate falling.

Failures to Boost Exports

Vice President Jusuf Kalla has stated that the weakening of rupiah 
should be used for boosting Indonesia’s exported products. Similiar 
views have also be conveyed by several national civil servants.

this is a clear logic construction to say that when a domestic 
currency is lower than a transactional currency (uS dollar), 
product competitiveness will be stronger for consumers. For 

economic
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trading purposes, this method has successfully been used in several 
countries over the globe.

the following questions rise. will Indonesia be able to apply this 
method into its trading system? based on what has happened, it 
seems that this strategy will be hard to be implemented in Indonesia’s 
international trading system.

Input products made in Indonesia are still hard to be accepted by 
most of local producers. the existing industries have not yet been 
able to absorp national products, considering the specifications 
have not yet been suaitable with the industries’ requirements. In 
addition, the prices are not  as competitive as those of imported 
products.

In the end, domestic industries still need input products from 
foreign countries. A strategy to decrease the exchange rate will 
definitely  put a burden on the producers’ shoulders to do business 
in Indonesia. Moreover, their products’ orientation is domestic 
markets, not export markets.

Recommendations

It is not easy to fix problems in domestic industries. Issues that have 
been mentioned above have often disturbed the development of 
national industries. however, this does not mean that Indonesia 
can just be relaxed  to see problems take place. It needs synergy 
from all of the stakeholders to create advancement of local products 
globally.

the first urgent thing is to accelerate the promotion of local input 
products. government incentives will spur both the quantity and 
the quality of investors in raw materials, auxiliary materials, and 
capital goods industries.

to increase local product competitiveness is also another important 
issue. Local businesspeople need to reorientate their products’ 
bergaining position. the products should be also sold not only in 
domestic markets but aslo in foreign countries as exported products.

the exchange rate has to be maintained seriously by the monetary 
authority. Considering that local producers are still being dependent  
on imported input products, keeping the rupiah’s stability up is 
something  that should be closely monitored. 

- Muhammad Reza Hermanto  - 

economic

This does not mean that 
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relaxed  to see problems 
take place. It needs 
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Looking at Political Communications
 of Jokowi-JK Administration

President Joko widodo (Jokowi) and Vice President Jusuf Kalla (JK)  
have different views on sundry discourses emerging in the public. the  
most recent one is the differences in addressing the discourse of revising 
Law Number 30/2002 on the Corruption Eradication Commission 
(KPK Law). Jokowi has firmly rejected the planned revision of the Law 
KPK through the national legislation program (prolegnas) (liputan6.
com, 19/6).

Meanwhile, JK said that the revision could be done, as the revision of 
the law was not always aimed at weakening the KPK by limiting the 
authority of the anti-corruption agency. JK also added that the authority 
possessed by the KPK leaders should not be absolute.  he argued that 
the most important thing was the monitoring of the Commission so 
that its activities can be justified (republika.co, 20/6).

Jokowi’s and JK’s Different Views on Various issues

Since they were inaugurated as the President and Vice  President on 
october 20, 2014, Jokowi and JK have several times had different 
opinions in considering some issues. Some of their different opinions 
are as follows:

First, the discourse of minimizing the cabinet. Addressing this issue, 
Jokowi said that minimizing the cabinet was aimed at preventing the 
overlapping of authorities between ministries.  Minimizing does not 
always mean reducing the number of ministers, as it can also mean 
reducing the number of echelons in a number of ministries. however, 
JK argued otherwise. he believed that minimizing the cabinet would 
drain a lot of energy. JK considers that 34 ministers taking care of 250 
million people of Indonesia are not sufficient.

Secondly, the minister auctions. on this issue, Jokowi wants to use a 
system that is similar to the one he applied when he was the governor 
of DKI Jakarta; that is,  the position auctions. Meanwhile, JK said that 
the position auctions  could not be used to fill the ministerial positions. 
JK argued that ministerial positions were so important, so they should 

Politic
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be elected directly by the President.

third, the appointment of Police Commissioner general budi 
gunawan as the Police Chief candidate. Jokowi said he would cancel 
the nomination of budi gunawan as the Police Chief candidate. the 
statement was conveyed by the Chair of team Nine, Ahmad Syafii. 
on the contrary, JK said that whether or not budi gunawan was  
inaugurated would depend on the pretrial ruling. JK also said it would 
inaugurate budi gunawan if he were the President.

Fourth, the establishment of the Presidential Staff office. Jokowi 
set up the Presidential Staff office, which is headed by Luhut binsar 
Panjaitan. JK said that he did not know the appointment of Luhut to 
that position.

Fifth, the freezing of the Indonesia Football Association (PSSI). 
Jokowi has been supporting the Minister of Youth and Sports, Imam 
Nachrowi, who has made some improvements in the national football. 
Jokowi also said that he did not mind if Indonesian national teams  
were temporarily banned from participating in  international football 
competitions due to sanctions from the Fédération Internationale de 
Football Association (FIFA). on the contrary, JK does not want the 
Indonesia football teams to be punishes by FIFA punished. he then 
urged Kemenpora to revoke the Decree on Freezing PSSI.

The impacts of Political Communications of the Jokowi-JK 
administration

Political communications are communications involving political 
messages and political actors, or related to powers, government, and 
government policies. Political communications can also be understood 
as communications between “the ruler” and “the governed” (Michael 
Rush & Phillip Althoff, 1997).

Political communications are communication processes that have 
political implications or consequences. the author noticed that the 
frequent disagreements between Jokowi and JK in the media are 
indicators of the weaknesses of the current government’s political 
communications. these different opinions had led to internal confusions 
in the government, to create a national political uproar. Accordingly, 
these have been lowering public confidence in the performance of the 
current government.

Looking at Jokowi-JK’s political communications, political 
communication expert from university of Padjadjaran Evie Ariadne 
said that political communications carried by Jokowi currently had no  
patterns. Jokowi is still relying on populist political communications 

Politic
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and relationship communications. As the leader of the country, Jokowi 
must be able to manage impressions (detik.com, 3/6). then political 
observer  from tbe Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI) Zuhro Siti 
said that institutionally the president and vice president should be 
treated fhe same so as not to confuse the public (sindonews.com, 
21/6).

the decreased public confidence caused by the weakness of political 
communications of the  Jokowi-JK administration was detected in a 
survey conducted by the Indonesian Poltracking on Public Evaluation 
of Performance in the Six Months of the Jokowi-JK administration. 
the level of public dissatisfaction towards the Jokowi-JK government 
was equal to 48.5 percent. one of the factors that influence public 
dissatisfaction is the government’s political communications that are 
not managed well (poltracking.com, 23-31 / 3).

Conclusions

In reality, political communications require a synergy between the 
management system of public relations with the role of political actors. 
Quoting Dan Nimmo (1982, 14), politicians as political communicators 
play a major social role, especially in the formation of public opinion.

Public opinion is formed by public officials should be aimed at the public 
interest. So in this context the president and vice president as public 
officials must convey political messages in the public interest and not 
to create public confusion.

President Jokowi and Vice President Jusuf Kalla, must immediately 
improve political communication, in order to convince the audience 
that the government can be trusted to carry public confidence.

- arfianto Purbolaksono -

Politic
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social

According to the ILo, there are currently about 1.7 million child 
workers in Indonesia, and 400,000 of them are child workers with poor 
and harmful work conditions. Forms of child labor have been listed in 
the ILo Convention 182 on the Prohibition and Immediate Action for 
the Elimination of the worst Forms of work for Children and ILo 
Recommendation No. 190 on the Prohibition and Immediate Action 
for the Elimination of the worst Forms of work for Children.

Tabel 1. The Worst Forms of Work for Children

 

Looking at Child Labor Issues in Indonesia
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Resource: ILo Convention 182 and ILo Recommendation 190

the table above shows that there are many forms of work that should 
not be conducted by children. For example, the case of slavery of 
approximately 30 workers at a pan factory in tangerang in 2013. In this 
case, there werefive child labors.

other examples show how child workers have to work long hours, 
which  can endanger their health. A child labour survey conducted in 
2009 by ILo and bPS showed that for child workers aged 5-12 years 
old, the total number of work hours was at an average level of  0-15 
hours (67 percent). For child workers 13-14 years of age, the total 
number of work hours are was also 0-15 hours (48 percent). For child 
workers aged 15-17 years old, the total number of works hours was 16-
30 hours (30.2 percent).

In addition to beinh harmful to health, long work hours also obstruct 
the fulfillment of the rights of children to play or to have recreation, 
which will impact on  the psychological conditions of the children.

Policies and Programs for the Elimination of Child Labor

After seeing the objective conditions of child labor in Indonesia 
mentioned above, we need to see the related policies. Are they 
sufficient and well implemented? or are they not, so the number of 
child workers in Indonesia is still fantastic.

Indonesia has already had various legal instruments for the elimination 
of child labor in particular, as well as policies related to child protection 
in general. For example, Indonesia has ratified ILo Convention No. 182 
Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination 
of the worst Forms of Child Labor under Law No. 1 of 2000.

social
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social

In 2002, the governemt had also published the Presidential Decree 
Number 59/2002 on the National Action Plan for the Elimination of 
the worst Forms of Child. Indonesia has also had the Law on Child 
Protection since 2002 (Act 23/2002) and its revision in 2014 (Law 
35/2014).

we have seen  that the implementations of various policies related to 
child labor have not been optimal. there is still a lot of homework to be 
done, especially in the field of policy-making. In this regard, the recent 
policies of Ministry of Manpower on the road map to Indonesia free of 
child labors  in 2022, needs to be guarded and criticized.

Secondly, there have been many programs launched to ‘pull’ children 
out of work, but why the number of child labor is still a fantastic figure? 
Such programs, for example the Family hope Program (PKh), claimed 
to have been able to save 33,110 child workers in Indonesia in 2013 
(RRI, 09.06.2015). this program provided incentives that allow poor 
families  are allowed to continue their children’s education. however, 
in the context of child labor, the program does not directly target child 
labor as a direct target for towing and education.

on the other hand, there are programs that make child labors as a 
direct target of the Program for Reduction of Child Labor to support 
the Family hope Program (PPA-PKh) initated by Ministry of 
Manpower since 2008. however, the program still encounters various 
challenges (hakim, 2015). this program provides incentives that allow 
poor families  to continue send their children to school. however, in 
the context of child labor, the program does not directly target child 
labors as direct target to get education.

on the other hand, there are programs that make child labors  direct 
targets of the Program for Reduction of Child Labors to support 
the Family hope Program (PPA-PKh) initiated by the Ministry of 
Manpower since 2008. however, the program still encounters various 
challenges (hakim, 2015), such as there is only a small number of public 
schools  that PPA PKh participants, the lack of funding for former child 
laborers to support their return to school (such as transport money and 
school supplies), the local governments’ limited response to follow-up  
PPA PKhPKh PPA participants are still very limited.

From the program illustrations mentioned, we can see that the 
program that targets child labor is important. however, the aspect 
of coordination  amongst various parties is significant to optimize 
the achievement of this program. this is because the issue of child 
labors is not just a job of the Ministry of Manpower but also of other 
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Ministries, including the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of women’s 
Empowerment and Child Protection, the Ministry of Education and 
Culture, the Ministry of Religious Affairs, the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
the Attorney general and the Police.

because the plan of action or the roadmap does not run smoothly due 
tose total ego, there should be an effective coordination mechanism so 
that the road map can be achieved.

.

- Lola amelia -

Various programs 
and policies have 
been available for the 
elimination of child 
labors in Indonesia. 
However, the aspect of 
coordination between  
various parties remain 
a significant factor in 
order to achieve the 
goal.
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Institutional Profile

The indonesian institute (Tii) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 october 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. Tii is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

Tii has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

Tii’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

Tii also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, Tii has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

the scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by Tii includes economic, social, and political factors. the main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“wacana tII”), monthly 
analysis (“update Indonesia” and “the Indonesian update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“the Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
gedung Pakarti Center Lt. 7

Jl. tanah Abang 3 No. 23-27 Jakarta Pusat 10160
Phone : (021) 38901937 Fax. : (021) 34832486

Email: contact@theindonesianinstitute.com
 www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

the economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. the increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

the tII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. the results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. the research that tII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. with qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 tII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FgD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, Ngos, and civil society to 
improve social development. the Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that tII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

one of the activities that tII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. there 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  



19The Indonesian Update  — Volume IX, No. 07 - Juni 2015

Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. tII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. the main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

the discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

the roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. they need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

the Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. the 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, Ngos and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. the 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

the Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & Working Group Facilitation
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