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In the lead-up to direct local elections, the internal conflicts within certain 
political parties  have disturbed the organization of the elections that will be 
held simultaneously for the first time.

Responding to these issues, the Parliament has introduced a discourse to revise 
Law No. 2/2011 on Political Parties and Law No. 8/2015 on Local Elections.

The discourse on the revision is believes  to only accommodate the interests of 
some of the camps that are in conflict. The question is what is the urgency of 
the revision of the laws in relation to  public interest?

The main report in the May 2015 edition of the Indonesian Update is  “Measuring 
the Urgency of Revision of Laws on Elections and Political Parties”. On 
politics, it discusses “Poverty and Political Disputes” and “The Momentum for 
Evaluating the Work Cabinet”. On social affairs, it discusses “Refocusing on 
Papua”. 

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.

FOREWORD
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Measuring the Urgency of the Revisions of Law on 
Elections and  Law on Political Parties

Main Report

The General Election Commission (KPU) on Thursday (30/4) issued 
ten Commission Regulations (PKPU) that guide the implementations 
of local elections (elections) that wil be held simultaneously in 2015 
in 269 regions. The first wave of the simultaneous elections will 
begin between July 26 and July 28 2015.

KPU Chair Husni Kamil Manik said that through the PKPUs the 
candidacy has been formulated and agreed by the Commission. The    
PKPUs regulate that political parties are entitled to nominating 
candidates or the candidates are political parties who participated 
in the 2014 elections. There are 12 political parties at the national 
level and three political parties in Aceh Province. Husni said that 
all political parties should have a Decree of the Minister of Justice 
and Human Rights (SK Menkumham) as evidence of legitimacy, as 
determined by Law No. 2 of 2011 on Political Parties (beritasatu.
com, 1/5).

Party Internal Conflicts and the Proposed Law Revisions

Ahead of the implementations of the elections, political party 
internal conflicts have overshadowed the organization of the 
elections that will be held simultaneously for the first time. These 
internal conflicts have engulfed  the Golkar Party and the United 
Development Party (PPP).

In response to the internal conflicts within the political parties, 
the Commission has decided to wait on the final court ruling that 
has a binding legal force. Before a legally binding decision is issued, 
the Commission will continue to be guided by the Decree of the 
Minister of Justice and Human Rights on the Validation of the 
Central Executive Board of  a Political  Party. This is based on the 
Commission Regulation (PKPU) No. 9 of 2015.
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In further developments, there have been different views between 
the Commission and the House of Representatives (DPR) on the 
issues described above. In a consultation meeting between the 
House of Representatives, the  Commission and the Ministry of 
Home Affairs held on (4/5), the House recommended three things; 
first, the Parliament maintains that a Commission regulation on 
the nomination should be guided by the decision of the court as 
a condition of registration of candidates for the regional heads.  
Second, the House will revise the  Law on Political Parties and 
the Law on Elections. Third, the House will consult the the 
Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court.

Based on these recommendations, the House issued a limited 
proposal to revise Law No. 2/2011 on Political Parties and Law 
No. 8/2015 on  Local Elections. This decision has been taken 
to accommodate PPP’s and Golkar Party’s desires to become 
participants in this election year.

In response to the proposed revisions , a spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Doddy Riyatmadji, said that the revisions 
of Law  on Elections and Law on Political Parties that would be 
conducted by ths Parliament must comply with procedures. 
Although the articles that will be revised in both Laws are limited, 
the Council should call on the government to accommodate public 
opinions (tempo.co, 5/5).

m, 6/6).

KPU Commissioner Hadar Nafis Gumay said that the Commission 
did not have a problem if the Parliament wanted to revise the Law 
on Political Parties and Las on Local Elections. However, Hadar 
warned that the Parliament should not be working too long, because 
it could disrupt the implementations of simultaneous elections in 
2015 (kompas.com, 6/6).

The Political Map in the Parliament in Relation to the 
Proposed Revisions of Laws

The DPR’s proposal to conduct limited revisions of Elections and 
Political Party Laws has sparked a variety of responses. Political 
parties that are members of the Coalition of Red and White (KMP), 

Main Report
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such as Gerindra, PKS, Golkar (the Abu Rizal Bakrie camp) and 
PPP (the Djan Faridz camp), have become the main force, pushing 
the idea of proposing revisions. Meanwhile, PAN as a member of 
the KMP Coalition, has not  taken any position, as it is still awaiting 
court decisions related to Golkar and PPP.

In contrast to the KMP, the Indonesia Awesome Coalition(KIH) 
-- consisting of PDIP, Nasdem, PKB, Hanura -- have rejected 
the revised proposal. This rejection has  also been supported by 
the majority of the faction of Muhammad Romahurmuziy in the 
Parliament. The reason for the rejection to the revisions of the Law 
on Elections and  Law  on Political Parties is because the revisions 
are not in accordance with the aspirations of the people, intended 
only to accommodate the political interests of KMP.

The Urgency of Revisions of Law on Election- Law on 
Political   Parties

Laws have been created to bring certainty, justice and the distribution 
of benefits to a wider community. In the eyes of legal politics, 
lawmaking process is undertaken to achieve political objectives. 
Political interests in the law-making process will determine the 
quality of the products  of the laws themselves.

Faced with the the issue of the proposed revisions of  Law on 
Elections and Law on Political Parties, the author thinks that  
the Parliament’s desire  to revise the laws is laden with political 
interests of certain groups. It is considered only to accommodate 
the interests of one of the camps that are in conflict in Golkar and 
PPP. A question has arisen. What is the urgency of the revisions of 
the laws in relation to public interests?

According to Walter Lippmann (The Public Philosophy, 1955: 
45) public interests are issues that have been selected clearly and 
rationally as their  interests and the interests of others

Indeed, it is evident that what will be done by the Parliament does 
not represent public interests. If we look at the program of national 
legislations (prolegnas), there are 37 bills that are priorities in 2015. 
Of which, 26 bills are proposed by the Parliament.

Main Report

The Parliament should 
abandon the  loyalty to 
the interests of the groups 
and pay attention to 
public interests.  It should 
focus on the function to 
produce legislations in the 
interests of the public, no 
longer just defending the 
interests of a small elite.
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The Parliament should abandon the  loyalty to the interests of the 
groups and pay attention to public interests.  It should focus on the 
function to produce legislations in the interests of the public, no 
longer just defending the interests of a small elite.

- Arfianto Purbolaksono – 
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Poverty and Political Disputes

Politic

Explicitly, poverty can be indicated by income per capita per year, 
gross domestic product per year,  life expectancy rate, infant 
mortality rate per year, unemployment level, literacy rate, and etc. 
Statisticians can easily calculate and mention them.

The Central Bureau of Statistics noted that the number of poor 
people in Indonesia in September 2014 reached a level of 27.73 
million people, or 10.96 percent of the population. This was lower 
than the level in September of the previous year, which reached a 
level of 28.6 million people, or 11.46 percent of the population.

The number of poor people in rural areas reached a level of 17.37 
million, or 13.76 percent, while the number of poor people in urban 
areas touched  a level of 10.36 million people, or 8.16 percent. Java 
Island’s contribution to the number of poor people was 15.1 million 
people, Sumatra’s  was 6.07 million people, Sulawesi’s was 2.05 
million people, Bali’s and Nusa Tenggara’s were 2 million people and 
the Moluccas’ and Papua’s were 1.4 million people.

Factors that had caused poor population to decline in the period 
from March to September 2014, among others, were; low inflation 
rate,    the increased nominal daily wage, the decrease in commodity 
retail prices and the increase in GDP. BPS also recorded that during 
the period, the poverty line rose 3.17 percent, from the previous 
Rp 302,735 per capita per month in March 2014 to Rp 312,328 
per capita per month in September 2014, with the role of food 
commodities much greater than non-food commodities.

Although there was a decrease in the number of poor people, the 
government must remain vigilant, because the number can increase 
again in the period March 2015. The situation will become even 
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more difficult when poor families spend very little money on health 
and education - at a an average level of only 5 %.

Finally, the children were not educated and unhealthy. There is 
threat   of them inheriting similar poverty to the next generation. 
Uncertain political climate in the country will have  an impact on 
poverty.

In politics

In politics, poor people often become “victims of suffering” for 
politicians. During political campaigns, they are given promises, 
T-shirts and small amounts of  money for voting for politicians. 
Afterwards, the  promises are never realised. These include 
unresolved poverty problems. 

We often encounter a heated political climate, but the heat is rarely 
questioning poverty in this country. It feels unfair when politicians 
neglect and let poor people increasingly worsen. Finally, concerns 
and problems of confidence engulf the poor people who are still 
scattered across the country.

Martin Heidegger once revealed that the one thing that is often 
overlooked in the search for consciousness or subjectivity is the 
subject and object relationship. The manipulation, exploitation, 
alienation and repression are the symptoms of modern politics.

The country’s elite’s awareness of welfare is difficult to achieve 
when there is no awareness of the good things for the  people. 
In addition, the individuals’ awareness of the state apparatus is 
incomplete  and not accompanied by the collective consciousness 
of the nation to strive for a better life.

In addition, people’s consciousness to become the watchdogs of  
executive and legislative actors is sometimes lost in the menu on the 
television screen and the mass media. They only watch and read 
the way the disputes amongst the political elite. Poor people are 
often considered  only as  objects during political campaigns or in 
politicians’ speeches. After that, they will return to face economic 
uncertainty.

Politic
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Therefore, political consciousness of the poor to demand for decent 
public facilities should increase their voice. Alleviation of poverty 
and reduction of inequality require the participation of all parties, not 
only the central government, but also local governments, research 
institutions, the private sector and non-governmental agencies.

State and nation building is a long process, which is full of thorns as 
well as twists and turns- thorns. Therefore, any political problems, 
disputes  amongst the elite, the lack of people confidence and various 
legal, economic, and social issues  should be addressed properly so 
that the poverty problems  in this republic can be alleviated. 

-David Krisna Alka– 

Politic
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The Momentum of  Evaluating the Work Cabinet

The Work Cabinet under the leadership of President Joko Widodo 
and Vice President Jusuf Kalla has now been running for seven months 
since the inauguration in October 2014. In the five-year cycle of 
governance in Indonesia, the government is run by a combined system 
of the multi-party  system and the presidential system. This system 
generally faces three major political phases.

The first one was a political honeymoon phase, or an initial consolidation 
of governance, in which the parties that are accommodated in the 
cabinet will celebrate euphoria, while those that are not accommodated 
will position themselves as an opposition. In this phase, many ministers 
will be involved in the consolidation processes of  ministries, which are 
often ceremonial.

The second one is a transition phase, after the consolidation phase has 
been completed. In this phase, members of the Cabinet have started 
working, while preparing the logistics for the next elections. 

The third one is the constellation and reconsolidation phase, where 
all internal parties welcome the constellation and potential political 
configuration crystaellized as the axis of a new power in the next 
elections.

Looking at the cycle, then the seven-month period has become a 
marker of the end of the honeymoon phase of the Work Kebinet. In 
fact, in the first one hundred days, the honeymoon phase has also 
been interrupted by political instability caused by the problems of law 
enforcement and corruption eradication conflicts between the Police 
and KPK.

Politic
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The indecisiveness and inaccuracy of political choices of the 
government’s steps in solving the KPK-police relationship problems 
have degraded public confidence in the popularity and credibility 
of the government. This situation has been exacerbated by weak 
macroeconomic growth in Indonesia.  In the first quarter of 2015, 
economic growth amounts to around five percent, which was a slow 
movement under the annual average achievements of the previous 
government, which ranged  from 6 to 7 percent.

The Kompas Research & Development (27 April 2015) also noted that 
the absorption of the budget until April 2015 also recently touched 18.5 
percent,  which has become  a sign of stagnation in the development 
activities. As a result, according to the Kompas Research & 
Development (April 2015), the popularity of government has recorded 
a significant decrease from the previous 89.9 percent in January 2015 
to 65.2 percent at the end of April 2015.

The downward trend that is relatively significant should not be 
underestimated because it can create larger space for the opposition 
political forces trying to delegitimising the government. The only way 
to reduce the rate of the trend is to improve the performance of existing 
governments.

The Evaluation of strategic areas Like a law enforcement, eradication 
of corruption, infrastructure development agenda, and economic 
growth, which has seized the public’s attention must be answered 
emphatically with the improvement in the quality of performance 
in the sector, while continuing to improve the outcomes of positive 
performance as that achieved by the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and others.

Current political signs reinforce a belief that the government will not 
use the momentum of a six-month reign as the starting point for the 
evaluation of Cabinet. It is likely that a reshuffle will be conducted at 
the one-year momentum around August to October 2015. The time 
span of one year has become quite rational to calculate and evaluate 
the performance of members of the existing Cabinet.

October 2015 should serve as the deadline for the evaluation process of 
this government. Because, as the highest leader of the adminstration,  

Politic
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he should not take too much time to consider the effective government 
work,   too long considering the phase of the effective work of 
government will which will only be 2.5 years afterwards, where the 
government will enter a second phase of the political cycle, and where 
the Cabinet will show  its best performance. Ministers should ideally 
be able to consolidate  their respective ministries and be prepared to 
implement policies.

Ministers who are supporters of political parties will also perform well, 
while preparing for the logistics of elections. President’s loyal ministers 
to are still relatively strong in this phase.

These conditions must be optimized to achieve appropriate 
government performance expectations. If you miss this phase, the 
government will be stuck in the third phase, in which the constellation 
and reconsolidation of the 2019 elections start. In this phase, all the 
internal, dynamic strength welcomes the new political constellation 
and configuration as a brand-new axis of power in the next elections.

If the president is not able to optimize the second phase of the cycle, it is 
almost predictable that the President and his main supporters will face 
the slowdown of the loyal ministers and party supporters. Therefore, 
the momentum for the government should be the one-year deadline of 
the evaluation of the current government.

Ministers who are not able to demonstrate excellent achievements 
should be replaced as soon as possible to provide the opportunity for 
the replacing ministers to quickly adapt and understand the context 
of the issues.  There should also be the consolidation of institutions 
in order to be able to carry out affirmative actions in executing the 
strategic policies previously targeted.

Evaluation should not only be directed at the performances of the 
ministers. The President and the Vice President should also conduct 
a study on the quality of performance and the performance of their 
respective leaderships. The leadership factor could be the main source 
of the government, not the existing work processes.

Politic
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The leaders of the Government should not only be expected to 
regulate, to control, and to boost the performances of the ministers. 
They should also be able to create a political atmosphere conducive to 
expedite the development processes. Therefore, it will take ingenuity 
government leaders in politics to maintain the solidity and stability 
of internal supporters, or just to be able to escape the influence and 
shadow of the owners of interests masquerading as supporters of  
party leadership.

The solidity of  the President and the Vice President is also an important 
factor to be evaluated, The President lacks of caution in managing the 
issues, the supporters and the opposition.

The President and his administration will be vulnerable to two 
major challenges; namely, the phenomena of swing voters and civic 
disengagement. Swing voters are symptoms of the erosion of political 
support to the party voters and leaders who have been chosen as a 
logical political response to the weak performance of the party and the 
government in meeting political promises.

Civic disengagement could be interpreted as unequivocal public 
stance, which sought to distance themselves from the political arenas, 
as a logical consequence of the maturity of voter behavior in rational 
politics. Robust two tendencies could potentially trigger widespread 
political dissent at the level of constituents (protest voters) as well as 
the supporting parties.

If political parties decide that they can appeal to supporters for their 
political supports as well as powers, then the loyalty of ministers 
from political parties will also falter. If that happens, the government 
undoubtedly experiences ‘legitimacy deficit’, which has become a sign 
for the future  of the Work Cabinet.

- Ahmad Khoirul Umam -

The evaluation of 
strategic areas,  such 
as law enforcement, 
eradication 
of corruption, 
infrastructure 
development agenda, 
and economic growth, 
which has seized the 
public’s attention, 
must be answered 
emphatically with an 
improvement in the 
quality of performance 
in the sector.

Politic
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Social

Since the presidential election campaign periode, Joko Widodo 
(Jokowi) has promised to conduct visits to Papua at least three times 
a year. This promise had began to be fulfilled since Jokowi was elected 
officially as the seventh President of the Republic of Indonesia.

Up to now, Jokowi has visited the Land of Papua twice, both Papua 
and West Papua provinces. The question is then why Papua?

The Legal and Social Aspects of Papua

It is certainly not a random choice without a good reason. We know 
that through Law No. 21 Year 2001 the government had granted special 
autonomy for Papua and through Government Legislation (Perppu) 
1/2008 had also provided a legal basis for the implementation of special 
autonomy in West Papua province.  

Legal rules related special autonomy was formed as enforcement of 
the fundamental rights of indigenous Papuans through alignments 
(affirmative action), protection, and empowerment.

The granting of special autonomy in the context of development is 
to accelerate development in Papua in order to realize the people’s 
welfare. However, the Papua Special Autonomy Law, which has been 
implemented since 2001, has not run well as expected. 

Welfare aspects, which include health, education, housing, social 
security, social work and recreational activities, can not be enjoyed 
by all people of Papua. Social welfare has not been achieved in Papua 
because not all of Papuans can fulfill optimally their physical, mental, 
social,  spiritual as well as economic needs. The real problem is the still 
high level of poverty in Papua.

Focusing Again on Papua
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According to National Census (Susenas) data in March 2014, three 
provinces in Eastern Indonesia -- namely the province of Papua, West 
Papua and East Nusa Tenggara --  were the regions with the largest 
percentagea of poor people, at rates of 30.05 percent, 27.13 percent; 
and 19.82 per cent, respectivelly.

The high level of poverty in Papua indicates that even though a special 
treatment through the special autonomy and funding for Papua is 
great,  it cannot not solve the welfare problems in Papua.

Another thing that should be noted is women’s participation in Papua. 
SeThe special autonomy, in the form of decentralization in Papua, 
has opened up opportunities for women to participate in political 
institutions, especially in the Papua People’s Assembly (MRP), which 
provides a special portion for women. Nevertheless, the presence of 
women in MRP has not had a big impact on the overall improvement 
of women’s roles.

In general, Papua women have not received equal treatments. This 
has something to do with the stromg influence of customary laws.  
Discrimination against women in the context of Papuan culture can 
still be seen in the community. Some of the examples are the division 
of labor in the household, parenting and education of children in the 
household that burden women, the distribution of ownership rights 
and inheritance, and decision-making in family (Komnas Perempuan, 
2010). Discrimination is also found in tribes who live in isolated, remote 
villages, where they do not have the access to information, technology,   
and market, although women are the backbones of the economy.

Conclusion

Now, it is clear why Papua has become Jokowi’s focus. However, the 
context of Jokowi’s visits needs to be clarified. The visits should not only 
be ceremonial in nature. The first thing that needs to be done by Jokowi 
in relation to the status of the special autonomy is a comprehensive 
evaluation of the implementation of the special autonomy that has 
been running since 2001.

The evaluation should touch various aspects, such as the 
implementations of development programs financed from special 
autonomy funds, the program managers who manage special autonomy 

Social

A thorough evaluation 
of the implementations 
of Special Autonomy in 
Papua is necessary. This 
is to find the root causes 
of the problem of why 
Autonomy has not been 
able to accelerate the 
improvement of public 
welfare.



15The Indonesian Update  — Volume IX, No. 06 - May 2015

Social

funds, the effectiveness and efficiency of funds, and the conditions of 
women in Papua.

Another important point related to the process of evaluating the 
implementations of special autonomy is that this evaluation should 
involve multi-stakeholders, the government  and civil society. Diverse 
perspectives could be used to evaluate the implementations of special 
autonomy objectively and comprehensively.

- Lola Amelia -
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Institutional Profile

The Indonesian Institute (TII) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 October 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. TII is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

TII has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

TII’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

TII also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, TII has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by TII includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“Wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
Gedung Pakarti Center Lt. 7

Jl. Tanah Abang 3 No. 23-27 Jakarta Pusat 10160
Phone : (021) 38901937 Fax. : (021) 34832486

Email: contact@theindonesianinstitute.com
 www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
Analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FGD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NGOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy Analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
Need Assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) Indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

One of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The Indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the Government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NGOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

Training & Working Group Facilitation
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