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Electricity can be categorized to as a basic need of the community. In the era 
of globalization, the use of technology and the need for electricity, especially in 
Indonesia have been increasing.

However, the electricity ratio in Indonesia has not shown an even distribution, 
especially in the regions. Equitable provision of electricity supply in Indonesia 
should be realized. Therefore, the government has given authority to the 
private sector to be involved in the provision of electricity.

The main report in the April 2015 edition of the Indonesian Update is  “Increasing 
Electricity Ratio in Indonesia”. on the economy, it discusses “Measuring 
the Economic Arguments of the Cigarette Industry”. on law, it talks about  
“The Effectiveness of  Ahok’s “Drunken Master” Move in the Jihad against 
Corruption”. on social affairs, it discusses “The Importance of Food Safety” 
and “Radicalism and the Lack of Role of the Forum for Religious Harmony 
(FKUB)”. 

The regular publication of the Indonesian Update with its actual themes is 
expected to help policy makers in government and business environment -- as 
well as academics, think tanks, and other elements of civil society, both within 
and outside the country, to get the actual information and contextual analysis 
of economic, legal, political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as 
well as to understand the public policy in Indonesia.

 

Happy Reading.

FoReWoRD
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Enhancing Electrification Rate in Indonesia

Main Report

Electrification rate is a basic need for people. In the globalization 
era which technology is used in daily life, the need of electricity in 
Indonesia might be increasing.

This is emphasized by the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources 
(ESDM) that the projection of addition in people using electrical 
power us for 7,816 Mw/year for 20 years from 2011 to 2029.

As we know that the electrification rate in Indonesia still not showing 
in an equal distribution especially in certain regions. For instance in 
Papua and East Nusa Tenggara (NTT). In 2012, electrification rate 
in both provinces only reached up to 31,41 percent and 47,11 percent. 
on the other hand, Jakarta and Bangka Belitung respectively 
reached up to 99,9 percent and 90,03 percent.

However, the electrification rate average in Indonesia is significantly 
increasing. In 2004, the electrification ratio reached up to 85 percent 
which increases compare to 2008 which only reached to 60 percent.

The Liberalization of Electric industry integration as a 
Solution?

The equality of provision for electricity in Indonesia should have 
already implemented. This is because the government already gave 
the authority to private sector for providing electricity which is 
integrated. 

This as explained in the Act Number 30 about Electrification that 
the main explanation about the reform in electricity. Moreover, 
certain article such as Article 11, Article 20, Article 33, and Article 
56 are letting the electrification to be managed by private hence 
there will be efficiency in providing electricity and do not always 
burden national budget. So, private can manage the electrification 
sector in every stage from generator, transmission, to distribution. 
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For example is in generator stage. Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) scheme which is conducted by the government in Berau in 
East Kalimantan province showed cost efficiency and electricity 
provision for the region. The scheme conducted such as establishing 
joint venture Indo Pusaka Berau together with private company in 
raising electricity which is later selling it to PLB and local industry. 
The impact is that the cost of generator from PLN is deceases.

In transmission stage, the government through PLN in 2014 gave 
electricity transmission network for 500kV along the eastern side 
of Sumatera Island (Sumatera Electricity Toll) project to the private. 
The government hope that it will stir local and national industry and 
will be targeted operate in 2017.

However, we should admit that the private involvement is still not 
optimum. The electricity provision which is provided by private 
is still only for important sectors (industry) and not for domestic 
needs or household needs in certain area. on the other hand, the 
private company only becoming provider for PLN.

Author believes that the limitation of private involvement in 
providing electricity in Indonesia is caused by several things. First 
is the private still not considered electricity industry can give high 
return especially in the transmission and distribution stages. This is 
because the cost of capital used is already high hence will be risky 
for private to enter the industry.

Second is the resistance of some group of people. The existence 
of this act has been questioned by certain group of people which 
Act Number 30 about Electrification is a liberal product. The act 
is considered against the Basic Act which regulates that branches 
of production which are important for country and are used for 
common people should be managed by government.

Finally, all societies should together realize that will not be fair if 
there are some regions which could not afford electricity while the 
other can easily afford it. 

Electrification act should be supported by all of us for the purpose 
of the national budget efficiency and society has a lot of choices for 
the electric provider. This is because PLN alone could not provide 
electricity for a country as big as Indonesia.

Nevertheless, we still should wait and hope for the private 
contribution in providing electricity for people. Although the 
electrification act reformation already exists, the private sector 
will still look whether they can survive or grow in developing 
electrification business or not. Moreover, people only have one hope 

Main Report

The commitment to 
eradicate corruption 
should not be partial, 
especially in the 
appointment of the 
leadership of the INP,  as 
one of law enforcement 
agencies.
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which is the equal provision of electricity for all regions in Indonesia.

- akbar nikmatullah Dachlan – 

Main Report
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Assessing the Economic Arguments 
of Tobacco Industries

economic

The contribution of tobacco industries in Indonesia to the state 
revenue through tax revenue is not doubted anymore. The report 
of the Ministry of Finance (2015) notes that the realization of state 
revenue from cigarette excise tax in 2013 was about Rp 103.6 
trillion or 95.5 percent of total excise revenues. If it was compared 
to the previous year, the cigarette tax revenue has increased by 13 
percent. It was also equal to 9.6 percent of the total state revenue 
from tax revenue. It was still excluded the tax deposited such as 
Local Taxes and Levies (PDRD), which amount to 10 percent of the 
excise tax target.

Even though the contribution of tobacco taxes to the state incomes 
has improved significantly, we are not able to conclude that the 
tobacco industry has a positive impact on the overall national 
development. Moreover, we are not sure about  its connection with 
human development agenda in Indonesia. The reason is that the 
terminology of development has many dimensions, in addition to 
just the increase in national incomes. Unfortunately, the economic 
arguments built by the tobacco industry so far are only on the 
revenue side alone. In fact, interpreting the meaning of development 
by looking at th increase in state revenues is clearly erroneous and 
misleading.

Therefore, the role of the tobacco industry in the national economy 
is needed to be examined further by comparing the health care 
costs due to tobacco consumption. If it is compared with the 
state spending to fund tobacco-related health care, the amount 
of cigarette tax revenues looks to be not as great as touted. The 
Report of Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance (SEATCA) 
per September 2014 entitled “Tobacco Tax Report Card: Regional 
Comparisons and Trends” confirms this by stating that the total 
loss due to the consumption of cigarettes in Indonesia reached a  a 
level of USD 13.720 million. That is, the government spending as a 
result of the negative externalities of tobacco products is about 1.2 
to 13.7 times more than what the government is received from the 
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cigarette tax (SEATCA, 2014).

Thus, an economic argument that says that the tobacco industry 
has a strategic role in the development has been proven obviously 
weak. In fact, there is an economic argument that the tobacco 
industry has become irritated if it is associated with the human 
development agenda under the Nawacita Program introduced by 
the Jokowi – JK administration. The implication is that, instead of 
being a catalyst for development, the tobacco industry is clearly 
a threat to Indonesia’s human development agenda due to an 
adverse impact on productivity, especially amongst the younger 
generations. According to the Tobacco Atlas Indonesia (2013), the 
level of smoking prevalence amongst adolescents (aged 14-19 years) 
in 2010 stood at a level of 20, 3 percent. That is, the prevalence of 
teenage smokers had increased three-fold if compared to that of in 
1995, which only reached a level of 7.1 percent.

If the smoking prevalence amongst the productive ages increases 
continuously, the demographic bonus that is actually needed 
in moving the economy might be transformed to become a 
demographic disaster due to a decrease in the productivity of 
human resources. These conditions would threaten the national 
development scenario that is intended to bring Indonesia out from 
the middle income country trap by utilizing the demographic bonus 
at around a level of 70 percent, which is predicted to be enjoyed 
during 2020-2030.

In addition to the cigarette tax revenues, another reason that is 
often used in the cigarette industry is the employment rate. The 
problem is that the data on the employment in the tobacco industry 
are often overestimated than the actual figures. The reason is 
that the statistical data used by the tobacco industry has not been 
converted into full-time employment (full-time equivalent). As an 
illustration, table 1 below shows that the difference in the number 
of workers according to the Ministry of Industry and BPS data has 
been converted. In essence, the table shows that the number of 
tobacco workers tends to diminish after being converted. The table 
shows that the overall employment rate of the cigarette industry 
ranges between a level of 1.07 to 1.23 percent.

Table 1. The Contribution of Tobacco Manufacturing to Direct 
Employment

economic
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Source : Barber et al. (2008)

Therefore, if using the conversion method, the number of full-time 
tobacco farmers during the period of 2010 - 2011 was only 689.360 
people, or 1.6 percent of the total workers in the agricultural sector 
and 0.6 per cent of the total number of workers in Indonesia 
(SEATCA, 2013). That is, the contribution of labor absorption 
of tobacco plantations in Indonesia is less significant compared to 
other agricultural sectors. Thus, the cigarette industry’s number of 
employment has been proved overestimated.

Ironically, Indonesia actually is one of the net importer countries 
of tobacco rather than a net exporter. The status began in 1991. 
After that, the values of exports - imports of tobacco have been 
fluctuating. However, after the economic crisis in 1997-1998, the 
values of the tobacco trade transactions recorded have always been 
in deficit. The Central Statistics Agency (BPS) said that tobacco 
imports have jumped sharply since 2007 until today, as shown in 
chart 1. These facts have reinforced the notion that Indonesia’s 
market share is only used by multinational tobacco companies 
because the trade deficits have   been increasing every year. 

graph 1. Tobacco Export and Import in Indonesia, 1970 – 2011 
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Source: BPS, 2012

Another important reason is that smoking has shown to worsen 
the quality of life of the poor. The expenditures of poor households 
in Indonesia were   at a level of 4.93 percent of total consumption. 
It exceeded the budget for the expenditures on meat, fish, eggs, 
and milk  (at a level of 4.41 percent) and vegetables and fruits (at a 
level of 4.27 percent) (Nasrudin et al. 2013). Sadly, 15 percent of 
disposable income of  poor households in Indonesia was actually 
spent on tobacco products, such as cigarettes (SEATCA, 2008).

All those reasons explain why the tobacco industry is not worthy 
to be considered as a national strategic industry. So, it will be 
sensible if the tobacco industry is excluded from one of the strategic 
industries in the National Master Plan of Industrial Development 
Year 2012-2035 (RIPIN 2015-2035). The policy clearly shows 
the government’s consistency with the Indonesian Roadmap of 
Tobacco Manufacturing Industry Year 2007-2020 introduced by 
the Ministry of Industry (2009), which put the health aspect as a 
priority aspect over cigarette tax revenues and employment in the 
period of 2015 - 2020. Therefore, the government policy is worth 
to be appreciated because it shows that the government has been 
successful in avoiding an opinion trap and the image built by the 
tobacco industry in Indonesia.

-Pihri Buhaerah – 

Despite the significant 
contribution of tobacco 
taxes to the national 
income, we cannot 
conclude that the 
tobacco industry has 
positive impacts on 
the overall national 
development and also on 
the human development 
agenda in Indonesia.
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The Effectiveness of Ahok’s “Drunken Master” 
Move in the Jihad against Corruptiong Scenario

The emergence of Ahok as the Jakarta governor to replace Joko 
widodo, who was elected as the seventh President in the 2014 
presidential election, was a positive signal for the process of strengthening 
democracy in Indonesia. Ahok’s background as an Indonesian of 
Chinese descent and a Protestant is representing minority groups that 
have been marginalized in national politics. Ahok’s rapid advancement 
to the number one position in the capital city  has shown that in 
Indonesia’s reform era the Constitution guarantees the equal political 
rights of citizens to vote and to be elected fairly, without tolerating 
discriminatory aspects that can potentially block the realization of the 
principles of constitutional democracyand egalitarianism in Indonesia.

Undoubtedly, Ahok’s leadership model and character are very different 
from the leadership styles of the heads of the regions as well as the head 
of the state. In the face of the complexity of the problems that have 
been accumulating in Jakarta, Ahok tends to use firm stance, which 
is straightforward, and often perceived as arrogant. The accusations 
addressed to Ahok are attributable to his courage to not tolerate any 
interest groups that have been freely intervening, compromising, and 
manipulating regional policy.

Ahok’s different background from those of the majority of the 
mainstream political forces and his courage to hit the comfort 
zone of unscrupulous bureaucrats, which is intertwined with the 
interests of local politicians,have made Ahok look different. Samuel 
Huntington in Political order in Changing Society (1968) asserts that 
political and democratic transitions will quickly consolidate and bring 
good governance when three important elements can be present 
simultaneously; that is law enforcement, tough leaders, and high 
discipline. Ahok’s decisive leadership seems to encourage the presence 
of change in the forms of legal order and discipline in the governance 
structure of Jakarta.

The problem is that the assertiveness has drawn challenges and 
threats, both internal and external, especially from those who have 
been disturbed in their comfort zones. In contrast to the quiet Javanese 
leadership model, which would prefer the maintenance of political 

Law
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stability in the society,which tends to avoid direct confrontation with 
any other tactical and strategic parties (Anderson, 1970), the Ahok 
leadership model fall into the category of fighter leadership. The fighter 
leadership model often faces violent clashes with the other elements 
around, as it tends not to optimize flexibility and room for negotiations 
in political game play strategies.

Ahok’s firmness is attributable to the fact that he has clean records and 
has no political burden, which makes it easier for him to negotiate with 
any interest groups. This has made him one of the most outspoken 
officials who voice the principles of integrity, honesty, and morality in 
politics and government. The firm stance clearly represents Ahok’s 
personal confidence in the face of the corrupt powers at the heart of 
local government bureaucracy and the legislature in Jakarta, which 
consist of irresponsible rogue elements.

 Strong leadership in the jihad against corruption

John ST Quah, a professor at the National University of Singapore, in 
Curbing Corruption in Asian Countries, an Impossible Dream (2013), 
and also Robert Klitgaard in his work titled Controlling Corruption 
(1991) argue that the support of strong leadership (political will of the top 
political leaders) is one of the key successes of anti-corruption agenda 
in a region. The problem is that the democratic space in Indonesia is 
difficult to bring strong leadership, both at the national level and at 
the local level. This has something to do with  a political system that 
mixes that marries fa presidential system with a multi-party system 
(Sulistiyanto, 2004; Indrayana, 2012).

Theoretically, a presidential system is only compatible with a simple 
party system, especially the bi-party system. It will provide spacious 
room for local and national leaders to have political powers over the 
constitution, which will be monitored by those in the parliamemt. 
when a presidential system is paired with a multi-party system, 
then the chief executive will be forced to negotiate to accommodate 
strategy political interests of those in the parliament. The political 
accommodation strategy and the flexibility of coalitions is likely to 
degrade the powers of the executive. As a result, slowly but surely, 
the executive leadership will lose control over political parties and 
eventually gives birth to the phenomenon of ‘anomalous presidential 
system’ (Sulistiyanto, 2004; Lijpart, 1992).

That is why the president, governors,  mayors and regents have to 
negotiate and compromise with interest groups in order to achieve 
their targets respectively. If the negotiations and compromises are 
in the context of constructive debates that are beneficial for the 

Law
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development,  they will not pose problems. Problems will arise when 
the negotiations and compromises are associated with the rent-seeking 
behavior conducted by politicians who are forced by circumstances to 
meet the high political costs and to secure funding for political parties 
that are almost certainly not independent. As a result, there will be illegal 
agreements in the form of budget mark-ups, including in infrastructure 
projects, procurement of goods and services, constituting political 
corruption games at national and local levels.

The allegations about unaccountable funds of Rp 12.1 trillion, which 
was revealed by Ahok is an iceberg phenomenon in the practices of rent 
seeking “facilitated” by a decentralized democratic system in Indonesia. 
Ahok has chosen to be firm and not give any compromise in the face of 
this phenomenon. of course it is a positive attitude, and it is important   
in the effort to run the anti-corruption agenda and the establishment of 
good governance. The problem is that the DPRD DKI Jakarta has been 
blamed by Ahok as the one responsible for this incident, even though 
it has  been denying that it has smuggled unaccountable funds of Rp 
12.1 trillion into the 2015 RAPBD of the DKI Jakarta. The prolonged 
debate has created political instability at the local level. The question is 
whether Ahok’s strong leadership style is effective for the sustainability 
of the anti-corruption movement and whether the atmosphere he has 
created is also good for local democracy?

The Effectiveness of ahok’s drunken master move?

Before answering the question, it helps to revisit the theoretical debate 
about the marriage of the presidential system and the multi-party 
system. Scott Mainwaring in Presidentialism, Multiparty Systems, 
and Democracy: The Difficult Equation (1999) shows results of 
research that  are quite unique. Mainwaring’s research was conducted 
in 25 countries that have a combination of the presidential system and 
the multi-party system. As a result, 21 of the 25 countries that have 
forcibly married the two systems have failed, where the political and 
democratic characters tend to be chaotic and noisy, not being able to 
produce the optimal development gains. 

Meanwhile, there are four states that are considered successful in the 
face of the challenges posed by the fusion of the presidential system 
and the multi-party system. of the four countries, Mainwaring argues 
that the main determinants of their successes lie in the presence of 
strong leadership, being able to create political trust between the 
various elements in the country, and to dampen internal turmoil, so it 
does not  cause  political instability.

Law
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Mainwaring’s long research (1990) can be used as a reference to answer 
the above questions. First, Ahok’s leadership can effectively suppress 
political corruption and budget mafia budget  when he is occupying the 
number one in Jakarta. Ahok can use discretion and powers to veto 
a potential influx of funds in th city budget during his time in office. 
Having said that, the pressure against political corruption and budget 
mafia is merely ‘symptomatic’, where it will disappear if Ahok also 
disappears from circulation.

The important thing to underline here is that anti-corruption agenda 
cannot be done alone. The collectivity of movements and the synergy 
amongst policies of the various elements, either the bureaucracy, the 
chief executive, or the parliament are important prerequisites for the 
success of the fight against corruption. The fight against corruption 
cannot be built on weak mutual-trust between the executive and 
the parliament. The intensive clash between the executive and the 
parliamet will only bring anti-corruption policies that are symptomatic, 
not sustainable, and  tend to deplete energy in unstable political space.

Ahok should rearrange the strategy, in which the tough stance should  
not develop into excessive counterproductive effects that are not 
effective for the purposes of the anti-corruption agenda itself. The fight 
for integrity, honesty, and anti-corruption principles not only requires 
courage to hit the bull’s aye defense of the corrupt elements, but also 
have to win the hearts of many parties to unite for the continuation 
of the anti-corruption struggle in the long term. A Java political 
philosophy that emphasizes strategies to win without degrading others 
(to win Tanpo ngasorake) is still a good alternative choice, although 
it is certainly difficult to run. But it is a logical consequence of our 
democratic system that gives great discretion to the multi-party, so 
that the executive is expected to be adaptive and flexible in dealing 
with the legislative dynamics.

The Ahok leadership model can be effective if done in a semi-political 
space of democracy as practiced in Singapore’s Lee Kwan Yeuw. 
But in a liberal democratic system, a presidential-multiparty system 
(together with decisive leadership, integrity, and intelligent maneuvers) 
are intended in to reduce the potential for instability. This become the 
main prerequisite for the success of a government. Similarly, in the 
context of jihad against corruption, the anti-corruption movement’s  
sustainability will be determined by the collectivity and the synergy of 
the majority of elements in the political system and the communities. 
Therefore, a victory in the war against corruption cannot be achieved 
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alone, as the victory has to be won by all the existing elements. Jakarta 
that is free from corruption will be a shared victory for the executive, 
legislative, and also the people of Jakarta.

-ahmad Khoirul Umam -

Ahok should rearrange 
the strategy, in 
which the tough 
stance should  not 
develop into excessive 
counterproductive 
effects that are not 
effective for the purposes 
of the anti-corruption 
agenda itself.
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social

In the  Law No. 18/2012 on Food, food safety is defined as the conditions 
and the efforts required to prevent the food from the possibility of being 
contaminated with biological, chemical, and other objects that may 
interfere with, hurt, and endanger human health, and also required to 
ensure that the food is not contrary to religion, beliefs, and culture so 
that it is safe for consumption.

As food safety is set in the law, it means that there is great concern 
from  the government for food safety issues. However, some data 
suggest that the problems, which are mainly health problems, are still 
alarming in Indonesia.

Not only Indonesia, the international community also gives attention 
to food safety. Food safety was selected as the theme of the world 
Health Day, which is celebrated every April 7th, by the world Health 
organization (wHo). 

This theme was taken because some data and research results had 
shown the objective conditions of unsafe food that we consumed and 
also how much impact it has on health, the economy, social affairs and 
politics.

The findings of unsafe food

According to the findings of wHo, there are approximately 2 million 
deaths, mostly children, each year due to unsafe food and drinks. 1.5 
million children die each year mostly because of contaminated food 
and drink.

other findings show that worldwide there are about 1.5 billion 
health problems because of tfood (foodborne diseases), or what we 
are familiar with food poisoning. Food may contain bacteria, viruses, 
parasites or harmful chemicals that can cause more than 200 kinds of 
diseases. Health problems may include diarrhea, stomach disorders, 
meningitis, hepatitis A and even cancer.

The Importance of Food Safety
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If we trace further, the group that is most susceptible to diseases due to 
unsafe food is the group that has lower body resistance, such as infants, 
pregnant women, those who are sick and the elderly.

In 2014, the Health Research and Development Agency (Balitbangkes) 
of the Ministry of Health completed the Individual Food Consumption 
Survey (SKMI). This survey has generated the national-scale data on 
people’s daily consumption. According to this survey, every year in 
Indonesia there are about 200 reports of extraordinary events (KLB) 
of food poisoning.

The Food and Drug Monitoring Agency (BPoM) states that in 2015, 
the safety problems are still the same as those in previous years. Dirty 
ice cubes, meat balls that are preserved using formalin, and colored 
syrups are three types of dangerous foods that are still circulating in the 
market and are consumed by the public.

As an illustration, the BPoM data show that in the first half of 2015 
there have been as many as 10 incidents of food poisoning by food 
catering  companies, with 559 casualties, six household poisoning 
incidents with 255 casualties and 1 dead, five hawker food poisoning 
incidents with 94 victims, one incident of food poisoning from packed 
food with 17 victims and one incident of food poisoning at restaurants 
with 2 fatalities.

Recommendations

Due to the importance of food safety, all parties should pay attention 
seriously. The government must ensure that the provision of food 
is always safe, with the minimum level of contaminants in food that 
should not pass the allowed threshold.

In addition, the government must be able to guarantee that food 
products and beverages that are circulating in the community are safe 
to be consumed. The food products and drinks should pass safety 
testing before they are released to the market. BPoM has been given 
the responsibility  for carrying out the task.

Food safety is an important issue that should be addressed together by  
the government, the community and households. 

An understanding of safe food must start from households. This should 
start from the selection of food, the food processing, to the cleanliness 
of equipment used.

- Lola amelia -

social

The impact of 
consuming unsafe 
food is not only felt 
by health, but also  
by the community 
and the state in the 
long run. Therefore, 
ensuring food safety 
is the responsibility 
of all parties from 
the government to 
individuals in the 
families.
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Radicalism And Lack of Role of the Forum 
for Religious Harmony (FKUB)

Recently, the public was shocked by the news on 16 Indonesian 
citizens allegedly wanting to join radical group Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS). The 16 Indonesian citizens were arrested in Turkey 
before entering the Syrian territories. This event has added to the list 
of Indonesian citizens who have the intention of joining radical groups.

According to government data, there are currently 514 Indonesian 
citizens who allegedly want to join ISIS. The National Agency for 
Countering Terrorism (BNPT) data show that there are 10 radical 
groups in Indonesia supporting ISIS.

The phenomenon of Indonesian citizens and radical groups in Indonesia 
supporting ISIS has created fear of rising radicalism in Indonesia.

Counter terrorism expert Nasir Abbas said that the support for ISIS 
in Indonesia was being organized by a number of local radical Islamic 
groups. The main supporter is Jemaah Anshorut Tauhid led by Abu 
Bakar Ba’asyir, a terror convict. In addition, the west Indonesian 
Mujahidin and East Indonesian Mujahidin led by Santoso have also 
pledged allegiance gto ISIS. Furthermore, a Bima group associated to 
MIT and MIB has also supported ISIS (www.tempo.co, March 23, 
2015).

a glimpse of Radicalism

 Leon P. Baradat in Political ideologies: Their origins and Impact (1994) 
states that the definition of radicalism refers to an extreme person or 
group that is not satisfied with the conditions of the existing society 
and is impatient to wait for fundamental changes.

There are several characteristics of radical movements. Firstly, they 
share a fanatical belief that they fight to replace the existing value 
systems. Second, they often use violent measures towards other 
groups considered contrary to their beliefs.

social
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Third, these socio-cultural radical groups share similar characteristics  
, personal appearance and distinctive rituals. Fourth, these radical 
groups are often engaged in guerrilla warfare, although many of them 
operate openly (Radical Salafist movement in Indonesia, 2004).

The Role of the Political Parties to Counter Radicalism

Many factors have contributed to the growth of radicalism. Among 
the many factors contributing to radicalism, poverty and injustice are 
some of the important ones.

Based on these factors, the author highlights the role of the government 
and religious leaders. Religious leaders and the government should 
be able to prevent radicalism as early as possible. Meeting places 
between religious leaders and the government are called the Forums 
for Religious Harmony (FKUBs). FKUBs comprise representatives of 
the government and representatives of religious leaders.

However, FKUB’s role in preventing the development of radical views 
is still very weak. This is because first, the formation of FKUBs is still 
considered formality. This is because the leaders of regions (in this case 
the deputy heads of regions) as advisers in FKUBs do not function 
properly. For them to be working, FKUBs should appeal to the common 
people.

Secondly, the recruitment of members of FKUBs. one of the problems 
is membership composition. The memberships of FKUBs are still based 
on the composition of religions in the communities, which means they 
still allow for the domination of the majority religious groups.

Third, the statemanship of many FKUB figures is questionable. The 
ideologies of FKUB figures should in line withPancasila. In certain 
areas, the FKUB administrators belong to  organizations that are not in 
line with Pancasila and tend to hold radical views.

Fourth, there is a lack of clarity about the work programs and activities 
of FKUBs. FKUBs have conducted many activities (including visits / 
overseas study visits), but they do not address the problems that exist 
in their respective comunities.

Recommendations

Based on the above mentioned issues, the author believes that there 
are some recommendations that should be made. First, to urge the 
Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of Religious Affairs  to 
instruct the Heads of the Regions to improve FKUBs  in order to 
prevent the development of  radical views and to enhance religious 
harmony.

social
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Second, to strengthen the programs and institutional networks of 
FKUBs. This is can be done by increasing counter radicalisation 
programs and by with disseminating information and building dialogue 
in the communities in order to prevent the growth of radical views.

Third, to increase cooperation amongst law enforcement agencies, 
so they will have a common understanding related to preventing the 
growth of religious radicalism.

Fourth, to strengthen the understanding of nationality amongst FKUB 
members in order to produce FKUB members who can act as role 
models who respect and uphold the cultural, ethnic, tribal and religious 
diversities in NKRI.

- arfianto Purbolaksono -

Religious leaders and 
the government should 
be able to prevent the 
development of radical 
views  in Indonesia as 
early as possible.

social
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Institutional Profile

The indonesian institute (Tii) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research that was established on 21 october 2004 by a group of 
young, dynamic activists and intellectuals. Tii is an independent, 
non-partisan, non-profit institution, whose main funding stems 
from grants and contributions from foundations, companies, and 
individuals. 

Tii has the aim of becoming a main research centre in Indonesia for 
public policy matters and has committed to giving contribution to 
the debates over public policies and to improving the quality of the 
planning and results of public policy in the new era of democracy in 
Indonesia. 

Tii’s missions are to conduct reliable research that is independent 
and non-partisan and to channel the research to the policy-makers, 
the private sector, and academia in order to improve the quality of 
Indonesian policy-makers. 

Tii also assumes the role of disseminating ideas to the society so 
that they are well informed about the policies that will have a good 
impact on the people’s lives. In other words, Tii has a position to 
support the democratization process and the public policy reform, 
as it will be involved in the process.

The scope of the research and review on public policies undertaken 
by Tii includes economic, social, and political factors. The main 
activities have been conducted in order to achieve vision and 
mission based on research, surveys, training, public discussions, 
working group, weekly editorial articles (“wacana TII”), monthly 
analysis (“Update Indonesia” and “The Indonesian Update”), 
annual analysis (“Indonesian Report”), and monthly discussion 
forum (“The Indonesian Forum”).

Contact Address:
Jl. K.H. wahid Hasyim No. 194 
Jakarta Pusat 10250 Indonesia

Tel. 021 390 5558 Fax. 021 3190 7814
www.theindonesianinstitute.com
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Research Programs  

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. The increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

The TII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. The results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. The research that TII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS

According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. Therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. with qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

 TII can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FgD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 
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RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social Research 

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, Ngos, and civil society to 
improve social development. The Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that TII offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

POLITICAL SURVEY AND TRAINING

Direct General Election Survey

one of the activities that TII offers is the pre-direct election surveys. There 
are sundry reasons why these surveys are important (1) Regional direct 
elections are democratic processes that can be measured, calculated, and 
predicted. (2) Surveys are used to measure, calculate, and predict the 
processes and results of elections and the chances of candidates. (3) It is 
time to win the elections using strategies based on empirical data.

As one of the important aspects in the strategies to win the elections, 
surveys can be used to prepare political mapping. Therefore, campaign 
teams need to conduct surveys: (1) to map the popularity of candidates 
in the society (2) to map the voters’ demands (3) to determine the most 
effective political machinery that will act as a vote getter; and ( 4) to find 
out about the most effective media to do the campaign.

Research Programs  
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Public Discussion

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

The indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual issues in 
the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and environmental 
fields. TII organizes these forums as media for competent resource 
persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, academicians, 
and the media to meet and have discussion. 

Themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. The main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

The discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. Therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

The roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. They need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. Thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

The Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. The 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, Ngos and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. The 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

The Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & Working Group Facilitation
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